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Welcome to worship at   tierrasantalutheranchurch  
We’re excited that you have chosen to worship with us. We encourage you to fill out 
the green visitor sheet located in the pew pocket and place it in the offering basket.
Children’s bulletins are available from an usher. A Nursery for children 3 and under is 
at the west end of the hallway.

Though Jesus was a devout Jew who practiced his faith, he was criticized for eating with 
tax collectors and sinners—the religiously nonobservant. Jesus criticizes the self-
righteous and reminds us that mercy is to be at the heart of our religious practices. God 
continues to be made known in those on the margins of society, like Matthew the tax 
collector and the hemorrhaging woman. As we gather each Lord’s day we receive the 
healing that makes us well and sends us forth to be signs of God’s mercy for the world.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP  BY PASTOR BOHDAN VADIS

GATHERING SONG  “Because He Lives”
Verse 1
God sent His Son, they called Him Jesus He came to love heal and forgive
He bled and died to buy my pardon 
An empty grave is there to prove My Savior lives

Chorus
Because He lives I can face tomorrow 
Because He lives all fear is gone 
Because I know He holds the future 
And life is worth the living just because He lives
 
Verse 
And then one day I'll cross that river I'll fight life's final war with pain
And then as death gives way to vict'ry 
I'll see the lights of glory and I'll know He reigns

Chorus
Because He lives I can face tomorrow 
Because He lives all fear is gone 
Because I know He holds the future 
And life is worth the living just because He lives
Gloria Gaither | William J. Gaither © 1971 Hanna Street Music



GATHERING PRAYER 

SONG  “Come Home Running”
Verse 1
Oh heart of mine
Why must you stray
From One so fair
You run away
And one more time
You have to pay the heaviness
Of needless shame
 
Verse 2
Oh heart of mine
Come back home
You've been too long
Out on your own
And He's been there all along
Watching for you down the road
 
Chorus
So come home running
His arms are open wide
His name is Jesus
And He understands
He is the answer
You are looking for
So come home running
Just as you are
 
Verse 3
Oh child of God
So dearly loved
And ransomed by
The Savior's blood
And called by name daughter and son
Wrapped in the robe of righteousness
 
Chorus 
Chris Tomlin, Jesse Reeves ¬© 2002 Rising Springs Music; Vamos Publishing; worshiptogether.com songs

 



SONG   “Sanctuary”
Lord prepare me
To be a sanctuary
Pure and holy
Tried and true
With thanksgiving
I'll be a living
Sanctuary for You
 
repeat
John W. Thompson, Randy Scruggs ¬© 1982 Full Armor Publishing Company; Whole Armor Publishing Co.

 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time 
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT
All Christians are invited by our Lord to receive His Body and Blood in the 
Eucharist. Children who have not yet received First Communion instructions are 
invited to come forward to receive a blessing, but are requested to wait with 
Communing until they have been properly instructed. If you would like to receive a 
blessing, please cross your arms across your chest. Wine is in the gold chalice 
and grape juice is in the pottery chalice. 

SONG   “O Come To The Altar”
Verse 1
Are you hurting and broken within
Overwhelmed by the weight of your sin
Jesus is calling
Have you come to the end of yourself
Do you thirst for a drink from the well
Jesus is calling
 
Chorus
O come to the altar
The Father's arms are open wide
Forgiveness was bought with
The precious blood of Jesus Christ



Verse 2
Leave behind your regrets and mistakes
Come today there's no reason to wait
Jesus is calling
Bring your sorrows and trade them for joy
From the ashes a new life is born
Jesus is calling
 
Chorus
 
Bridge
Oh what a Savior
Isn't he wonderful
Sing alleluia Christ is risen
Bow down before him
For he is Lord of all
Sing alleluia Christ is risen
Repeat
 
Chorus 
Chris Brown, Mack Brock, Steven Furtick, Wade Joye © 2015 Music by Elevation Worship Publishing

SONG   “We Fall Down”
Verse
We fall down
We lay our crowns
At the feet of Jesus
The greatness of mercy and love
At the feet of Jesus
 
Chorus
And we cry holy holy holy
And we cry holy holy holy
And we cry holy holy holy is the Lamb
 
repeat song
Chris Tomlin¬© 1998 Rising Springs Music; Vamos Publishing; worshiptogether.com songs

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with 
the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,



may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name 
of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

C:  Amen. 

KIDS CHOIR
“Eternal Father, Strong to Save”
“God of Grace and God of Glory” 

CHILDREN’S OFFERING - Lutheran Border Concerns LBCM is starting a Hygiene 
Kits Drive to help children across the Southern Border. Please help us support 
their  effort to bring hygiene items to those in need.

CHILDREN’S TIME  
CHILDREN DISMISSED TO GODLY PLAY

FIRST READING Because the people have trusted in military powers and not God, 
God decides to withdraw from the scene until Israel acknowledges its guilt and 
seeks God’s face. The response of the people does not acknowledge this guilt 
and is as fickle as fog or dew burned away quickly by the sun. God desires 
loyalty rather than words or meaningless deeds.

Hosea 5:15--6:6
I will return again to my place until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my 
face.  In their distress they will beg my favor. “Come, let us return to the Lord;  
for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us; he has struck down, and he will 
bind us up. After two days he will revive us;  on the third day he will raise us up,  
that we may live before him. Let us know, let us press on to know the Lord; his 
appearing is as sure as the dawn; he will come to us like the showers, like the 
spring rains that water the earth.” What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? What 
shall I do with you, O Judah? Your love is like a morning cloud, like the dew that 
goes away early. Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets, I have killed 
them by the words of my mouth, and my judgment goes forth as the light. For I 
desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt 
offerings.

SECOND READING  Paul presents Abraham as a living model of right relationships. 
For Abraham and for us, a right relationship with God involves trusting that 
God’s promises will be fulfilled because God makes the dead alive and calls 
into existence what otherwise does not exist.



Romans 4:13-25
The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the 
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is 
void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there 
violation. For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest 
on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of 
the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of 
all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the 
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls 
into existence the things that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he believed 
that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, 
“So numerous shall your descendants be.” He did not weaken in faith when he 
considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was 
about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s 
womb. No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he 
grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced that God 
was able to do what he had promised. Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him 
as righteousness.” Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not 
for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him 
who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed over to death for 
our trespasses and was raised for our justification.

GOSPEL Jesus demonstrates God’s mercy and power, accepting the unacceptable 
and curing the incurable. Even the dead receive new life.

Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26
As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax 
booth; and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him. And as 
he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were 
sitting with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his 
disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” But when 
he heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but 
those who are sick. Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ 
For I have come to call not the righteous but sinners….” While he was saying 
these things to them, suddenly a leader of the synagogue came in and knelt 
before him, saying, “My daughter has just died; but come and lay your hand on 
her, and she will live.” And Jesus got up and followed him, with his disciples.Then 
suddenly a woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years 
came up behind him and touched the fringe of his cloak, for she said to herself, “If 
I only touch his cloak, I will be made well.”  Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, 



“Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And instantly the woman 
was made well. When Jesus came to the leader’s house and saw the flute players 
and the crowd making a commotion, he said, “Go away; for the girl is not dead but 
sleeping.” And they laughed at him. But when the crowd had been put outside, he 
went in and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. And the report of this spread 
throughout that district.

MESSAGE BY  PASTOR BOHDAN VADIS

SONG   “Grace Upon Grace” 
Verse 1
What reason do I have to wake up
With the rising sun
And not be held down by the weight
Of all the things I've done
What reason do I have to feel
This hope instead of hurt
How can it be I don't receive
The judgement I deserve
 
Chorus
Wave upon wave of grace upon grace
Endlessly washing my sins away
I know the only reason I can stand here
Free of all my shame
Is wave upon wave of grace upon grace (upon grace)
 
Verse 2
How can you see me at my worst
And still say I am loved
What promise can I stand on
When I don't feel good enough
When the enemy's reminding me
Of all that I've done wrong
What freedom do I have to sing
This new creation song
 
Chorus
 
Bridge
What can wash away my sin



And make me new again
Nothing but the blood of Jesus
What can make me white as snow
No other fount I know
Nothing but the blood of Jesus
 
Chorus
AJ Pruis, Matthew West ¬© Combustion Five; Combustion Four Point Five; Inman Park Music; Highly Music; 
Get Ur Seek On;  
 

COMMUNITY PRAYERS
This week, please keep in your prayers: Reid Bixler, Barbara Berg, James 
Vadis, Marianne d’Arnaud, Ellen Mize, Frank Fogg, Mike George, Anastasia 
Balmaceda, Mary Peters, and Howard Gray and family at the death of his 
sister DeLana Stokes. Lord, please guide and protect our military personnel 
serving in harm’s way, especially Brandon Fesko, Matt Reese and Jake 
Hovde.

DEDICATION OF THE HIGH SCHOOL PRAYER QUILTS 
Kellen Johnson
Nathan Thunder
Jack Bagg
Rebecca Durnell
Anya Vroman
Austin Lambeth
Katory Reynolds

VIDEO VBS -  MISSION MOMENT - Claire Johnson
VIDEO  - Secret Prayer Partners

COLLECTION OF THE OFFERING

SONG   “Jesus My Everything”
Verse 1
I've been looking for a reason
I've been longing for a purpose
I'm losing all my meaning
I've run out of excuses
Lord it's hard to know You
I don't always see Your plan
But holiness is calling me



So take me as I am

Chorus
('Cause) You are my ev'rything
You are the song I sing
I'll do anything for You
Teach me how to pray
To live a life of grace
I'll go anywhere with You
Jesus be my ev'rything
 
Verse 2
Lord I get so tired of the struggle within
I settle in complacency
And I'm weighed down in my sin
So lead me past emotion
'Cause they change with the wind
I want to be a true disciple
To daily choose Your hand
 
Chorus
('Cause) You are my ev'rything
You are the song I sing
I'll do anything for You
Teach me how to pray
To live a life of grace
I'll go anywhere with You
Jesus be my ev'rything (repeat line)
Matt Maher¬© 2003 SPIRITANDSONG.COM PUBLISHING
  

OFFERING PRAYER 
P: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you 

and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and 
forever.

C: Amen. 

THE BENEDICTION
P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and 

always.
C: Amen. 



SONG  “How Great Is Our God”
Verse 1
The splendor of the King
Clothed in majesty
Let all the earth rejoice, all the earth rejoice
He wraps Himself in light
And darkness tries to hide
And trembles at His voice, and trembles at His voice
 
Chorus
How great is our God
Sing with me
How great is our God
And all will see how great
How great is our God
 
Verse 2
And age to age He stands
And time is in His hands
Beginning and the End, Beginning and the End
The Godhead three in one
Father Spirit Son
The Lion and the Lamb, the Lion and the Lamb
 
Chorus
 
Bridge
Name above all names
Worthy of all praise
My heart will sing
How great is our God
repeat
 
Chorus
Chris Tomlin, Ed Cash, Jesse Reeves © 2004 Rising Springs Music; Vamos Publishing; worshiptogether.com 
songs; Wondrously Made Songs
 

THE DISMISSAL
P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
C: Thanks be to God.  

                + + + + + + + + + + + + +      



Reader:   Kathy Stewart
Comm:   Chris Herich
Usher:  Chris Herich, Joni Incrocci
Godly Play:   Donna Parham, Rhea Fogg 
Nursery:   Anastasia Balmaceda, Zach Sparks
Altar: Sharon Duke

Permission to podcast/stream music from this service obtained from One License with license # 
733910-A. Valid for 04/16/2026- 04/15/2027 and Christian Copyright Licensing, LLC. License 
2953788 & 2953788 for 02/28/2026 - 02/28/2027

Portions of this bulletin reprinted from Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress.  
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SB158019.

Staff 
Senior Pastor: Bohdan Vadis; Administrative Assistant: Elizabeth Duffield; 
Bookkeeper: Sandy Robinson; Coordinators of Children’s Ministries: 
Claire Johnson and Alisha Hageman; Director of Music: Betsy Frater; 
Worship Projection Technician: Amy Hall; Sexton: Aaron Russell; TLC Pre 
School Director: Melissa Vargas.
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