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W e l c o m e  



Welcome to worship at tierrasantalutheranchurch  
We’re excited that you have chosen to worship with us. We encourage you to fill out 
the green visitor sheet located in the pew pocket and place it in the offering basket.
Take-Home Busy Bags for kids and children’s bulletins are available from an usher. A 
Nursery for children 3 and under is at the west end of the hallway.

Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus comes to abide 
with his disciples of every generation. As Pentecost draws near, we are reminded that 
the risen Christ dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We receive this Spirit in baptism and 
pray that in our gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit will transform us to be the 
body of the risen Christ in the world.

PRESERVICE      (Piano)

PRELUDE   “Be Not Afraid” - Courtney (Choir)
Copyright 1992 Beckenhorst 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP  BY PASTOR BOHDAN VADIS

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!
C: Amen.
 P: Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

      (a moment of silence for self-examination) 
P:  Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation:
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish 
us. Blessed are you.

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life.
P: Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for 
joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you.

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life.



P: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down 
barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life.
P: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a 

new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

C: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN  ELW 879 “For the Beauty of the Earth” (stz. 1, 2, 4)
1 For the beauty of the earth,

for the beauty of the skies,
for the love which from our birth
over and around us lies:

Refrain
Christ, our God, to thee we raise
this our sacrifice of praise.

2 For the wonder of each hour
of the day and of the night,
hill and vale and tree and flow'r,
sun and moon and stars of light:  Refrain

4 For the joy of human love,
brother, sister, parent, child,
friends on earth and friends above;
for all gentle thoughts and mild:  Refrain

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all!
C: And also with you! 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE  (ELW 149-150, sung) 
Refrain (Cantor first, then All)

This is the feast of victory for our God,  Alleluia.
 
(Upper voices)
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.



Power and riches and wisdom and strength,
and honor and blessing and glory are his.   Refrain

(Lower voices)
Sing with all the people of God
and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.   

Final Refrain
This is the feast of victory for our God,
for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P: Let us pray together:
C: Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on 

earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give 
to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 

FIRST READING In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to 
Greeks who know nothing of either Jewish or Christian tradition. He proclaims 
that the “unknown god” whom they worship is the true Lord of heaven and 
earth who will judge the world with justice through Jesus, whom God has 
raised from the dead.

Acts 17:22-31
Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely 
religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully 
at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, 
‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to 
you. The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven 
and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by 
human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all 
mortals life and breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to 
inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the 
boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would search for God 
and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each 
one of us. For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of 



your own poets have said,  ‘For we too are his offspring.’ Since we are God’s 
offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an 
image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked 
the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to 
repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in 
righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given 
assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

SECOND READING The author of 1 Peter encourages Christians to remain faithful even 
in the face of defamation and persecution. In baptism we are made clean to act in 
accordance with what is right.

1 Peter 3:13-22
Who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer 
for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be 
intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make 
your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is 
in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so 
that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in 
Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering 
should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins 
once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He 
was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went 
and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, 
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in 
which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. And baptism, which 
this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an 
appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, 
authorities, and powers made subject to him.
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  ELW 388 “Be Not Afraid”
Be not afraid, sing out for joy!
Christ is risen, alleluia!
Be not afraid, sing out for joy!
Christ is risen, alleluia!
Text: Matthew 28:5; Taizé Community Text © 1998 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., 
agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. 



GOSPEL In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages 
obedience to his commandments and speaks of the Spirit, who will be with 
them forever.  

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 14th chapter, beginning with the 
15th verse.

C:  (Sung) Glory to You, O Lord.

John 14:15-21
Jesus said to the disciples: “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 
And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you 
forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 
neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, 
and he will be in you. “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a 
little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, 
you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in 
me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are those 
who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love 
them and reveal myself to them.”

P: Here ends the Reading of the Gospel.
C: (Sung) Praise to You, O Christ.

SPECIAL MUSIC 
“Nobody Knows the Trouble I’ve Seen”- Helvey (Choir, Randy Frater, Solo)
Copyright 1999 Beckenhorst 

MESSAGE BY PASTOR BOHDAN VADIS  

HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW 392 “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” (stz. 1, 2, 3) 
1 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus;

his the scepter, his the throne;
Alleluia! his the triumph,
his the victory alone.
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion
thunder like a mighty flood:
"Jesus out of ev'ry nation
has redeemed us by his blood."

2 Alleluia! Not as orphans
are we left in sorrow now;
Alleluia! he is near us;



faith believes, nor questions how.
Though the cloud from sight received him
when the forty days were o'er,
shall our hearts forget his promise:
"I am with you evermore"?

3 Alleluia! Bread of heaven,
here on earth our food, our stay;
Alleluia! here the sinful
flee to you from day to day.
Intercessor, friend of sinners,
earth's redeemer, hear our plea
where the songs of all the sinless
sweep across the crystal sea.

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by 
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended 
into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL  
P: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken 

world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.            
                         A brief silence.

P: God of new life, you call us through the waters of baptism to be in relationship 
with you and one another. Guide the church and its leaders to proclaim Christ’s 
righteousness throughout the world. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
P: You create the world and all that is in it. Shelter budding plants and young 

animals, provide unpolluted habitats and clean water, and raise up stewards for 
the environment. Merciful God,



C: receive our prayer.
P: You set civil servants in the places where we live. Instill truth and equity among 

judges and lawyers, gentleness and courage among first responders, and peace 
among leaders of towns and nations. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
P: You provide comfort in times of trouble. Heal those who are sick, shelter any who 

are unhoused, feed those undernourished, and accompany and console all who 
are lonely, bereaved, anxious, or ill, especially Reid Bixler, Barbara Berg, James 
Vadis, Marianne d’Arnaud, Ellen Mize, Frank Fogg, Mike George, Anastasia 
Balmaceda, and Mary Peters. Lord, please guide and protect our military 
personnel serving in harm’s way, especially Brandon Fesko and Jake Hovde. 
Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
P: You are love and you desire that we love one another. As a mother hen cares for 

her chicks, bless all who provide motherly care in our lives, and inspire us to care 
for one another. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
P: For what else do the people pray?  Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.
P: God of new life, your steadfast love endures forever. Inspire us by the example of 

the faithful departed, who clung to your promises of life, forgiveness of sins, and 
salvation. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
P: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news 

of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
C: Amen. 

OFFERTORY HYMN  ELW 744 “Lord, Be Glorified” (stz. 1, 3, 4)
1 In my life, Lord, be glorified, be glorified;

in my life, Lord, be glorified today.

3 In your church, Lord, be glorified, be glorified;
in your church, Lord, be glorified today.

4 In your world, Lord, be glorified, be glorified.
In your world, Lord, be glorified today.
Text: Bob Kilpatrick, b. 1952 Text © 1978 Bob Kilpatrick Music, assigned 1998 to The Lorenz Corp.



CHILDREN’S OFFERING - Lutheran Border Concerns LBCM is starting a Hygiene 
Kits Drive to help children across the Southern Border. Please help us 
support their  effort to bring hygiene items to those in need.

OFFERING PRAYER 
P: Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have 

set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst 
no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy 
may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus.

C: Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING             (ELW page 152, sung)
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise ... we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are 
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 
All Christians are invited by our Lord to receive His Body and Blood in the 
Eucharist. Children who have not yet received First Communion instructions 
are invited to come forward to receive a blessing, but are requested to wait 
with Communing until they have been properly instructed. If you would like to 
receive a blessing, please cross your arms across your chest. Wine is in the 
gold chalice and grape juice is in the pottery chalice.  



COMMUNION MUSIC  ELW 781 “Children of the Heavenly Father”
1 Children of the heav'nly Father

safely in his bosom gather;
nestling bird nor star in heaven
such a refuge e'er was given.

2 God his own doth tend and nourish,
in his holy courts they flourish.
From all evil things he spares them,
in his mighty arms he bears them.

3 Neither life nor death shall ever
from the Lord his children sever;
unto them his grace he showeth,
and their sorrows all he knoweth.

4 Though he giveth or he taketh,
God his children ne'er forsaketh;
his the loving purpose solely
to preserve them pure and holy.
Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958
Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
 

HYMN ELW 501 “Come with Us, O Blessed Jesus”
Come with us, O blessed Jesus,
with us evermore to be.
And, in leaving now thine altar,
let us nevermore leave thee!
Let thy bright celestial chorus
never cease the heav'nly strain;
but in us, thy loving children,
come with peace, good will to reign.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are 

making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our 
enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,

C:  Amen. 



THE BENEDICTION
P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the 

dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever.
C: Amen. 

SENDING HYMN    ELW 367 “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” (stz. 1, 3, 4)
1 Now all the vault of heav'n resounds

in praise of love that still abounds:
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"
Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear!
Repeat their song of glory here:
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

3 Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love;
set heart and will on things above
that we conquer through your triumph;
grant grace sufficient for life's day
that by our lives we truly say:
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

4 Adoring praises now we bring
and with the heav'nly blessed sing:
"Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!"
Be to the Father, and our Lord,
to Spirit blest, most holy God,
all the glory, never ending!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt. Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, Augsburg Fortress. 
 
THE DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
C: Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE   (Organ)



Reader: Pete Hovde
Ushers: Duke Sobek, Tom Brown
Communion:  Bill Stephenson
Altar: Claudia Murphy
Coffee: Jo Vroman    
Nursery: Iris Villa Zach Sparks
Acolyte:  Logan Pavon
Permission to podcast/stream music from this service obtained from One License with 
license # 733910-A. Valid for 04/16/2026 - 04/15/2027 and Christian Copyright Licensing, 
LLC. License 2953788 & 20576474 for 02/28/2026-02/28/2027
 

TLC STAFF
Senior Pastor: Bohdan Vadis; Administrative Assistant: Elizabeth Duffield; 
Bookkeeper: Sandy Robinson; Coordinators of Children’s Ministries: Claire 
Johnson and Alisha Hageman; Director of Music: Betsy Frater; Worship 
Projection Technician: Amy Hall; Sextons: Sam Irons, Aaron Russell; TLC Pre 
School Director: Melissa Vargas.
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