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A Bishop was once asked to name the two most influential books on his life.  Without hesitation he 
said, “My father’s pocketbook and my mother’s cookbook!”

The lessons we teach our children are often through informal example of how we live our lives. I 
hope that you have strong memories of those faithful people who taught you the faith through how 
they lived.  

Over the years I have learned that so much of faith is “caught more than it is taught.”  Especially with 
children!  A wise teacher in the church once pointed out to me that Jesus never once teaches 
children in the Gospels.  He then went on to share that “Jesus plays with children, and teaches 
adults.”  Sometimes we get this backwards in the church . . . we try to play with adults and teach 
children.  We send our children to “Sunday School” and we adults hang out, and enjoy fellowship at 
coffee hour.  

As your pastor, I want you to follow Christ’s example—learn to enjoy spending time with children.  I 
promise they will learn from your example!  And you may just learn something from them about the 
kingdom of God . . . I can guarantee you will get lessons in patience, gentleness, and love.

So often as Lutherans we focus our education on what can be learned through the head (don't get 
me wrong, learning about the content of the faith is important). We focus on giving the right answers 
at the right time.  Sometimes, however, we forget that we need to learn to love with our hearts.  The 
lessons of the heart can best be learned in relationships with those we trust and share life with.  
Come be a part of our children’s faith formation here at TLC!  Learn to share your life with them, and 
learn to open your life to them as a Christ-like example for their faith formation.

This new year I want to encourage you to get involved in our children’s ministry here at TLC.  Our 
children need strong examples of faithful caring people in their lives.  I hope that you will get to know 
one of the children in our congregation. Learn their name, ask them how they are doing, and support 
them in their faith development.  

One of my favorite ministries with our youth at TLC is the “Secret Prayer Partners”.  It is kind of like a 
“Secret Santa”, in that it is anonymous.  It connects members of TLC with one of our confirmation 
students (7th and 8th graders).  The commitment is to pray for them regularly and send them at least 
one anonymous card a month.  At the end of the school year we have a special “reveal” lunch where 
we “introduce” the confirmation kids to their Secret Prayer Partners.  It is a great way that we can 
encourage the faith of our youth and children in simple ways.  I am grateful to everyone who has 
taken on this commitment over the years.  Thanks for all that you do as a part of TLC.

Your brother in Christ,

On the Cover: Audrey Russell, Judith Chapman, Nicki Biggs, Nancy gray, Karen Miles, Rhea Fogg, 
Diane Raines, Gayle Ramsey, Sandra Taylor, Linda Baldwin, Dianne Gerberich and Jeanne Keiper. 
Picture by Donna Parham. These ladies participated in the Secret Santa gatherings. Games, food, 
drink and fun! Thank you Donna Parham for hosting in your house. 



Prayers and Squares. Now the excitement mounts for our two day Mystery Challenge on 
January 14th, 15th.  YES, we will be MASKED as we sew!  A “mystery” quilt event means we have no 
idea what the quilt will  look like.  Jo Vromen tells us how much fabric to bring and how to cut our 
strips; then when we are together, she gives instructions on how to begin our sewing.  Hour by hour, 
we are given the next steps.  Twenty of us will be in the Fellowship Hall for sisterhood, sewing and fun 
as well as quilt production.  Stop in to visit the “sweat shop.”   9AM - evening on Friday and 9 AM - 3 
PM on Saturday.
February we will be back to our regular schedule on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays.  We would love to have 
you join us.
December Quilts were dedicated for: Betsy & Randy Frater, sponsors: Mary Streightiff and the TLC 
Choirs; Nicholas Collins, sponsors: the Streightiff family; DeLana Stokes, sponsors: Howard & 
Nancy Gray; Kyda Shepersky, sponsors: Tom & Bonnie Brown; Jim Ayers, sponsors: Pete & Peg 
Hovde.

“Overwhelmed!!  That’s how I 
felt December 5th after 
learning I would be receiving 
one of the precious TLC 
quilts.  Pastor asked 'Do you 
feel the love?!’
My answer……’Yeah baby!!  I 
feel it!!’
It’s a pleasure being able to 
serve here at TLC!
I thank my God for every 
remembrance of you!

Randy Frater

2022 Flower Chart You are invited to donate flowers on a Sunday to celebrate an important 
event in your life or in memory or honor of a loved one.  The flower chart fills up rapidly, so sign up today. 
The cost of altar flowers is $40 a week, and you will be notified by the TLC office prior to the Sunday you 
have chosen. 



Military Outreach Committee News:
New member: We are so grateful for our new member – Lori Fiori.  She 
has such great enthusiasm and seemingly unlimited energy.  Her first 
duty included delivering an Advent Box to a family. Welcome aboard Lori!

Advent Boxes: Decorated boxes filled with a Jesse Tree and ornament 
craft projects plus multiple extra goodies were delivered to 20 military 
families on December 1st and 2nd by MOC members. In addition, each 
family was given a poinsettia plant. The generosity of the congregation 
was outstanding in sponsoring and supporting this ministry event. Kudos 
to you all!

Though this is not part of our ministry, we want to thank the Boy Scouts 
of America, Troop 2 for donating 3 trees to military families this holiday 
season.  All three families were very appreciative of BSOA’s generosity.

The next MOC ministry event is the Spring Children’s Clothing Fair 
(CCF) planned for March 24th.  This event provides military families a 
selection of gently used clothing for their growing children. Please start 
collecting appropriate clothing (infant to teen) and spread the word to 
family and friends.  Collection boxes will be available starting March 6th 
at TLC and March 7th at the Murphy Canyon Chapel.

The next MOC meeting via ZOOM will be February 2, 2022, at 4:30pm.  
Please contact Jessie Wallace (619-446-9146: jesslw54@yahoo.com) if 
you would like to listen in or be part of the discussions.  Thank you all for 
your continued support of this ministry.

mailto:jesslw54@yahoo.com


Blessed Christmas & Epiphany Season to our TLC Family!  
It’s a few days before Christmas and all the musicians for the Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, and 

First Sunday after Christmas - Bell Sunday- have music in their folders ready for final rehearsal. 

Then comes the joy of leading the musical praising of our Savior, as the story of His birth is again 

told to TLC church members and visitors. As we do our part, we pray for the Holy Spirit to touch lives 
with the message of our need for a Savior, and the mercy of God in providing Jesus for us!  We are 
profoundly blessed to sing, ring, and play that message for all listeners, including ourselves.  (May our 
efforts also add comfort to those who are grieving this season.) 


At this point, if all goes well, we will mask up and take our best precautions and enjoy being inside, 
this year. 


Thanks to Naomi Alter, harpist, for being with us once again (maybe 26 years or more now)!  Her 
special precaution needs are for a breathing issue, and the fact that she’s also playing harp  in 11 
nursing homes in 7 days. That’s a lot of plucking and harp-hauling to places where there are medically 
vulnerable residents, who need entertainment but don’t want to catch a ‘guest germ’.  We much 
appreciate her trip to and from Carlsbad to rehearse and then again to play for two services. 


We’re so glad that Sydney Streightiff, now living in Arizona, is back to play beautiful oboe again, 
too! So great to have her Dec. 19, as well as Christmas Eve. 


My article is already ‘over verbiaged’ but thanks to all who do music with me and all who give 
support of our efforts!


This year’s choirs include Marcia Abbott, JoAnn Saenz Claudia Murphy, Nancy Carter, Cassandra 
Brown, Karen Miles, Marta Meester, Bonnie Brown, Randy Frater, Skye Streightiff, Mary Streightiff, 
Carol Sobek, Carol Bruns, Gloria Green, and Ginny Pence.  (Praying for the day when our other 
members feel safe in returning.) 


Randy and I enjoyed the show of support from our choir members early this month when we were 
surprised  (well…I was warned, but Randy was surprised) with “prayer and praise” quilts!  First of all, 
how very beautiful they are!  They are being used daily! Many thanks to all of you choir members for 
this ‘touch of love’.  We are thankful for them even as  we remember that it’s “not about the quilt, but 
about the prayers”!  Thank you ALL for the lovingly tied prayer knots!!  We humbly thank God for you. 


A little more background news info… 

This Christmas Eve we are using the wind instrument arrangements from Trumpeter John 

Guernsey, but without John, as he is deployed in Naples, Italy!  Thanks also to Cassandra Brown for 
arranging music for her daughter, Moira, to accompany on Xylophone. By the way— Moira is a 
percussionist with the Mira Mesa HS marching band, one of 16 bands in the WORLD  invited to be in 
the Jan. 1, 2022 Rose Parade!! We get to watch for her!!! 


Our thanks to players Skye, Mary, and Sydney Streightiff, to Nathan Herich, to Christian 
Balmeceda, and to Cassandra and Moira Brown for your Christmas Eve efforts ! What fun to have your 
talents this year!! 


Always thanks to Elizabeth Duffield for all her work with the “millions” of worship folders! To 
Heather Staib-Jerzey… how beautiful our music titles look on the Church screens each week!  We 
know you work long hours on it!  Thank you, Pastor Bohdan, always, for your support. 


Blessed 2022! May we get lasting relief from this pandemic! 

TLC 8:30 music director, 

BFrater 




January Kids’ Worship 
Kids are invited to join us January 22 at 4:30 pm for 
our first-ever kids’ worship service. They will most 
definitely get their wiggles out as they worship, as 
they sing, play instruments, and move their bodies. 
After the brief worship service, we’ll share pizza and 
fellowship. You don’t HAVE to be a kid to join us for 
this very special worship service, but it might help.  

Special Prayers  Do you have a family 
member who is deployed in the military?  Do you 
need special prayers?  Please contact the church 
office to be added to the Prayers of the Faithful or 
put on the Prayer Chain.

Tuesday Morning 
Bible Study 8:00 AM: Bible study is held 
at the Denny’s Restaurant at  9898 Mira Mesa Blvd.  
We use the Serendipity Bible and copies are 
provided. We will be reading the gospel. Pastor will 
buy breakfast for anyone attending the first time.  All 
are welcome! 

Live-Streaming at TLC 
Our worship service is being recorded and live-
streamed from within these premises, to reach our 
congregation and visitors worldwide. All persons 
entering consent to the potential use of their image, 
voice, and likeness in the program, and in 
promotion therefore, in any and all media, without 
remuneration. By entering these premises you 
consent to the use of your image, voice, and 
likeness in this manner

Lunch Bunch
We gathered together on December 17th for 
a catered luncheon, singing and the always 
fun “white elephant” gift exchange. 



Applying Bible Principles
The Old Testament Book of Esther is very 
interesting. If you’ve never read it, you might 
want to do so. It is the only book of the Bible in 
which the name of God is not mentioned. Too, 
the New Testament does not quote from the 
Book of Esther. The ten chapters which comprise 
this book are filled with intrigue, mystery and 
divine providence as God comes to the rescue of 
the Jewish people.
King Ahasuerus (also known in secular history as 
Xerxes) is described in chapter one as 
surrounding himself with wise men who knew the 
times. To paraphrase comedian Steve Martin, 
these were the “wise guys” of their day. They 
knew what was happening in terms of history 
and current events, so much so that they were 
invaluable to the king.
What does it mean to be “wise”? Charles Stanley 
wrote, “Wisdom is the capacity to see our lives 
from God’s perspective.” In other words, if we 
want to be among the “wise guys” of our day, we 
will view our lives and how we use our time from 
God’s perspective. 
What is that perspective? It is from eternity. 
Before the foundation of the earth was created, 
there was no time. There were no clocks, no 
second hands ticking off the passing of time. And 
some day when time as we know it ends, that 
same vista will once again be present. 

Bill Gaither described that prospect with these 
words:

The market place is empty, 
No more traffic in the streets,
All the builder’s tools are silent,
No more time to harvest wheat;
Busy housewives cease their labors,
In the courtroom no debate,
Work on earth is all suspended
As the King comes through the gate.

(c) Copyright 1970 by William J. Gaither.

Someone described eternity this way: High up 
in the north there stands a rock. It is 100 miles 
high and 100 miles wide. Once every 1,000 
years a little bird comes to this rock to sharpen 

its beak. When the rock has been worn away, 
then a single day of eternity will have gone by.

Theodore Brennan described many of us when 
he wrote,

The years had passed while I had cared
For things of lesser worth;
The things of heaven I let go
When minding things of earth.

The wasted years forever gone,
The days I can’t recall;
If I could live those days again,
I’d make Christ Lord of all.

Yes, some day, time as we know it will be no 
more. What really matters is using the time that 
God has given us now to glorify God and to be of 
Christian service to others, especially here at 
Tierrasanta Lutheran Church. What really puts 
us in the class of those who are “wise” is viewing 
our activities and the use of our time from God’s 
eternal perspective.

He who knows not, and knows not that he 
knows not, is a fool; 
shun him.

He who knows not, and knows that he 
knows not, is a child; 
teach him.

He who knows, and knows not that he 
knows, is asleep; 
wake him.

He who knows, and knows that he knows, 
is wise; 
follow him.

To My TLC Family,
Thank you so much for the generosity you have 
shown me by giving me such a wonderful 
Christmas gift.  It is most appreciated.
Thank you, and may the Lord God bless you all.
Elizabeth Duffield



Facilities Corner
This past month has been a lot busier.  The most significant accomplishment was successful completing 
the annual safety inspection of our play area on the east lot.  Besides the play equipment being in good 
condition, the major issue is the surface of the play area.  The play area surface is a special play area- 
approved wood chip that must be a specific minimum depth, and there are maximum allowable gap 
requirements for things like the bottom of the slides and the wood chips, from a platform to the wood 
chips, and for each of the toys.  The problem is that the wood chips get compacted over the year and kids 
tend to spread the chips off from the normal use areas.  Anyway, during our December Chain Gang 
workday, we had 10 members digging and turn the wood chips for the entire play area and bringing the 
level up by about 4-5 inches, which ensured we were within the safety standards.  We did have a close 
call during the heavy rain in mid-December with the water rising between the Youth building and 
Fellowship Hall arched door.  The drains in that area simply don’t do the job and we had to come out and 
dig a drainage trench during the rain to allow the water to flow down to the back lot.  This is a priority 
issue that Mike and I will be looking into.  Also had to address a safety issue in the preschool play yard 
where the sidewalk was raised due to tree roots creating a trip hazard.  We filled in the lower side with 
cement and ramped it up the upper side.  We also had to replace a badly worn fence on one side of the 
Orozco property.  Other work included weeding throughout the campus, replacing light bulbs and outdoor 
electrical covers, replacing the tie-downs on the preschool area shade covers with braided metal tie- 
downs, conductingPMS on the AC’s and mini-splits, raking and removing leaves front the planters and 
lawn area, replacing pavers in the dumpster enclosure and making repairs to the enclosure, and other 
assorted minor efforts.   
With the above reported and my tenure as DOFE coming to an end, I would like to thank you for the 
support you have shown me and for your support of the Climb Aboard Campaign that allows us to 
address maintenance and improvements that would have otherwise gone unaddressed.  I ask that you 
give Mike McCann the same support and know that he will do an outstanding job as the next DOFE.
Lastly, my most sincere thanks to the members of the Chain Gang – you are the best!  Without you, doing 
the DOFE’s job well would not be doable, and you are the main reason our campus is in such great 
condition.  THANK YOU!!!  

Peace and Health to All,

Wayne Duke 



December Fellowship and Fun! 
 
Secret Santas 
Women of TLC were invited to participate in a “Secret Santa” 
party. We gathered December 16 to exchange gifts and for the 
“big reveal”.  Karen Miles and Dianne Gerberich took first and 
second place, respectively, in the ugly sweater competition, and 
they certainly deserved it. Audrey Russell organized a reindeer 
antler ring toss game that proved to require a touch of skill. Hot 
competition in the qualifiers and semifinals ended in the 
championship game between Linda Baldwin and Gayle Ramsey. 
And the winner was…Linda Baldwin!  We shared food, wine, and 
yummy desserts, and we’re happy to report that no grandmas got 
run over by a reindeer on their way home.  
 
Happy Birthday, Jesus! 
December 19, after delighting the 10 am congregants with their 
singing and adorable costumes, the TLC preschoolers went to a 
birthday party—for Jesus! We made crafts and sang VBS songs 
before joining parents in the sanctuary to sing Happy Birthday. 
Then we enjoyed cake and punch in the Fellowship Hall, while 
several families took memorable photos with costumes in our 
Bethlehem manger “photo booth”.  (Special thanks to Bernie 
Tomsovic for creating this fantastic backdrop!) 
 

 Cocoa and Carols 
Santa regaled kids and kids at heart 
when we gathered for Cocoa and 
Carols December 19. With little 
volunteers, he performed magic 
tricks and entertained us with his tall 
tales (including the time he met 
George Washington!) He also 
explained why SOME kids find a 
white feather on Christmas morning. 
We concluded by singing carols in 
the sanctuary, with music led by 
Mike Reyes.



Electronic Giving TLC has electronic 
options for making regular offerings. 
Contributions can be debited automatically from 
your checking or savings account. One program 
is called VANCO and you can signup for it as a 
single payment or a recurring payment. Another 
Giving Option electronically is available on the 
TLC website. On our home page, look for the 
drop-down option called "Giving" and click on it. 
( http://www.tierrasantalutheran.com/giving) 
You will be directed on how to give. Please 
contact Elizabeth in the church office for the form 
or more information.  Thank you!  

Prayers of the Faithful Prayers of 
Godʼs strength for those TLC members in 
assisted living facilities: Jane VanBenthuysen, 
Eileen Widmann, Fran White, Reid Bixler, Jay 
Plummer, Audrey Brengle, Charles Taylor, 
Norma Taylor, Teresa Stowinsky, Allen 
Stowinsky, Kathleen Bellavance, John Michel, 
Gene Loucks, Tom Reiter, Larissa Thunder, and 
James Vadis. We also pray, Lord, that you will 
guide and protect our military personnel serving 
in harm’s way.  

Wreaths 
Across 
America
Thanks to all who 
purchased 
wreaths to 
remember and 
honor our 
veterans.   The 

wreath laying was on December 18. Due to 
Covid restrictions we were limited on the number 
who could participate.  However, Marcia Abbott 
and I were able to spend a beautiful Saturday 
morning at the Miramar National Cemetery 
participating in this year's event.  Our 
instructions were to pause at each gravesite and 
read aloud the veteran's name and inscriptions 
on the marker, prior to laying the wreath.  It was 
a truly moving experience, and we were thankful 
to be able to represent Tierrasanta Lutheran 
Church in this year's event. ~ Marta Meester

The Little Gardeners Join Cheryl for 
stories, some silly songs and projects each 
Friday morning in the TLC Garden at 9:00am. 
~Miss Cheryl   @tlc_giving_garden.  

http://www.tierrasantalutheran.com/giving
https://www.instagram.com/tlc_giving_garden/


January   Anniversaries
16th Steve & Yvonne Valenzuela
18th Greg & Melissa Meador

December was a busy month for the preschool! The children 
had fun celebrating the holiday to come and learned more 
about the birth of our Lord Jesus. They diligently practiced their 
Christmas songs and sang beautifully at their program. That 
evening at our Cocoa and Carols event we had a jolly good 
time hearing stories and taking pictures with Santa Claus. 
It was truly a magical time! 

January Birthdays 
1st Zoe Martin
3rd Neil Vann
4th Gayle Ramsey
5th Derek Miller

Carol Sobek
Caroline Ness
Barbara Ochenduszko

6th Karen Miles
7th Rick Benjamin

9th Sandy Schroeder
11th Carlysse Cripps
12th Kellen Johnson

Melissa Meador

13th Alyssa Soderberg
15th Don Mounier
16th Christian Meador
19th Stan Duffield
21st Claudia Murphy
22nd Hannah Spencer
26th Tom Brown

Brenda Gay
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If you would like to sponsor a 2022 TLC newsletter, please contact the church office.  We would like two 

sponsors per month @$75 each (cost is $150 for printing & postage). 

Please join us at 8:30am on Sundays or at 10am for In-Person, Inside Worship, 
Facebook Live 

Masks are required while inside the church by all unvaccinated attendees.  
The social distancing section is the right hand section marked by the bows on the end of the 

pews.

TLC Office: 858-560-8688
TLC Pre-School:  858-292-7446 

Web Site: www.tierrasantalutheran.com

http://www.tierrasantalutheran.com

