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On Friday evening, November 18, a sell-out 
crowd of current and former congregation members 
attended Tierrasanta Lutheran Church’s 50th 
Anniversary Celebration.  The evening began with a 
wonderful cocktail hour on the festive social patio.  
Shortly after 7:00 p.m., the emcees for the evening, 
Joni Incrocci and Darla Lopez, welcomed everyone 
and introduced former Senior Pastor Kenneth Licht for 
a meal blessing.  A special 50-year Historical Timeline 
was presented to each attendee.  They are available at 
the church for those who were unable to attend.  
Commemorative champagne glasses were also 
provided to attendees.

Following the fabulous meal catered by 
Artquest Catering, the program began with Pastor 
Bohdan Vadis introducing the confirmed founding 
members in attendance (Sandra Schroeder, Ruth Cleveland, Jim St. Martin, Ruth Loucks and Tamara 
Restaino) as well as the children of founding members.  Pastor Licht introduced the members of the 
original Building Committee who were in attendance (Jim St. Martin and Sheryl Durkin).  Special video 
messages were shared from Pastor Jerome Groth, the original Senior Pastor, and former Associate 
Pastor Margrethe Kleiber.  A letter from former Associate Pastor Kathleen Richter and her family was 
read by Mark Keiper.

Next were a series of special video photo 
montages of each decade that TLC has been in 
existence.  These videos were created by TLC member 
Dave Schweizer and were introduced by either a 
Council member or Council President from each of the 
respective decades.  The final video of the evening, 
created by Craig Rian, contained the personal 
reflections of current TLC members.  Following a 
champagne toast to TLC’s 50 years, Bishop Dave 
Nagler closed the program with a special blessing. The 
evening was capped off with dancing and fellowship in 
celebration of this historic milestone.

 

 



Christmas Eve Worship December 24th 
4pm, 6pm and 8pm.  

There will also be a special pre-service Christmas concert at 5:30pm which will lead 
into the 6pm service.

Christmas Day Worship Dec. 25th, 11am
 Our Christmas Day Worship will incorporate a beautiful liturgy including responsive 

Christmas hymns and readings. 
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Facilities Corner
The Fall Cleanup Morning on Nov. 12 Saturday was a great success.  Over 40 TLC members, friends, 
and scouts joined energetically in the deep cleaning effort of our church and campus. Our church is now 
ready for the holiday season. We do this joint cleaning effort twice a year—Fall and Spring
The 50th Anniversary Celebration was also a grand and memorable success. Our Chain Gang crew 
helped greatly in the set-up and take-down for the celebration. In a 7-day period, our Chain Gang crew 
was called on 3 times to do the necessary heavy lifting. Special thanks to the following 14 members 
responding to the call: Wayne Duke, Ray Gerding, Norm Ryan, Stan Duffield, Ron Lopez, Tom Brown, 
Richard Vander Schaaf, Howard Reese, Jim Tomsovic, Nick Ponczka, Bart Lyon, Howard Gray, Duke 
Sobek, and Jim Gay. 
If you are interested in joining the Chain Gang and serving TLC, you can contact me at (858)699-4241 or 
email   mccannmp22@gmail.com 
In 2023, our church and campus will require greater attention to keep the facilities well maintained and 
functioning.  
Thank you all for your continued support, understanding, and cooperation.
Merry Christmas to all and Happy New Year!
Peace and Good Health, 

Mike McCann
Director of Facilities

The Middle & High School Youth Group We meet Sundays at 5-7 PM at TLC 
for fun and fellowship and sometimes food! Please contact Sara Collision or Larissa Thunder if you 
have questions.  

Christmas Trees Boy Scout Troop 2 are selling Christmas trees on our lot.

Christmas Eve Luminarias We’re looking for helpers to setup for Christmas Eve! We 
need help to bag the sand, place the bags along our entrance, and light the luminarias. The church 
provides all the supplies. Please contact the church office if you would like to help.  

On Eagle’s Wings Advent Reflections are available in the church narthex.  
Please take one home

mailto:mccannmp22@gmail.com


Children’s Ministry
“Friendsgiving” Feast
where we gathered for good food and fun and a 
pre-Thanksgiving meal. 

Godly Play
For grades pre–6,  Every Sunday
This month we are learning Old Testament stories, 
and toward the end of the month, we’ll begin our 
Advent series to help all of us get ready for the 
mystery and joy of Christmas. Godly Play is a kid-
centered approach to Christian education. Kids 
experience Bible stories in a meaningful way, 
while having fun with their friends. We hold Godly 
Play Sundays during the 10 am service. Parents, 
please pick up your child in the Youth building 
after the service. 
 
Kids Worship, Saturdays at 4:30pm
We continue to meet new families at our 
Children’s Worship Service, Saturdays at 4:30 
p.m. And we’d love to have YOU there, too. Joyful 
worship is followed by fellowship and pizza. 

Kids Worship, December 10th at 4:30pm
Preschool Christmas Program
Come and listen to the Christmas Program our 
TLC Preschoolers have been working on. 
Afterwards, they will be joining us for a special 
Kids Christmas Worship. Stay for crafts and pizza 
too!

Carols, Cocoa, & 
Christmas Around the 
World!  Saturday, 
December 3, 4:30 pm 
Join us for your favorite 
Christmas carols and an 
“around-the-world” potluck 
dinner. 
We invite each family/person/group to bring a dish 
that represents your ethnic heritage. Of course, 
we’ll have cocoa and cookies, too! Look for the 
signup sheet Sundays on the social patio or on 
the bulletin board in the narthex. Good tidings to 
you!

Advent Decorating! “Thank you”  to 
the McCann’s, Brown’s, Moxley’s, Howard Gray, 
Wayne Duke, Stan Duffield, Pastor Bodhan, 
Judith Chapman, Derry & Ginny Pence, and 
Carolyn Behling for setting up our trees and 
decorating for this Advent season. 

 
 

Daniel Rex Klugherz received the sacrament 
of Holy Baptism on November 20, 2022.



Prayers & Squares
Christmas blessings to our TLC family from Prayers and Squares…..we 
are back in  our rhythm of meeting the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each 
month.
November certainly reminded us to be thankful for the goodness of the 
Lord to this ministry, 24 years and going strong!   We marvel that our 
youngest member, Joanna Poh has been with us for 10 years after 
seeing us march in the Patriots’ Day parade.  She is now a prolific 
quilter and coordinating the “Shoebox Shuffle” among 12 ladies.
Our Social Committee (Kathy Stewart, Karen Miles and Janice Taylor) 
are again coordinating our Christmas Luncheon at a local restaurant.  
We will gather at church in the Fellowship Hall  on December 17th until 
11AM and then go and gather for fun and fellowship.  More specifics 
will follow on the chosen restaurant.
As always, if you want to sponsor a Prayer Quilt, check with your loved 
one for their permission and then phone the church office.  There is a 
trifold, blue brochure in the narthex rack, explaining the process.
November Quilts were sponsored for: Evan Youngblood, sponsor: Skye Streightiff; Kim Russell; 
sponsors: Cassandra Brown and Catrina Ferguson; Suzanne Till, sponsor: Judith Chapman; Andrew 
Cuomo, sponsors: Ann & Ed Holler; Judy Steinkamp, sponsors: Ginny Pence and Marie Ewing; Sylvia 
Wallace; sponsor: Linda Bixler. 

DECEMBER  BIRTHDAYS
3rd Amy Morketter
4th Wendy Van Dyk
10th Kathy Northfield
15th Clinton Messerschmidt
21st Ben Lopez
22nd Darla Lopez

23rd Carolyn Behling
Sandra Taylor

24th Barbara Berg
Ava Martin

25th Matt Reese
27th Carol Bergdahl
28th Nancy Gray

Kathy Stewart

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
15th    Wayne & Sharon Duke
19th    Jim & Barbara Allison
20th    Derry & Ginny Pence
29th    Michael & Donna George
 

Reverse Advent Calendar Let's teach our kids how to give 
back to people in need and those that do not have enough food to eat. Pick 
up your calendar in the church narthex or on our website. 

2022 Expense Reimbursements  The church office will 
be closed noon on Dec. 23rd,  on Monday, Dec. 26, and on January 2 for 
the Christmas and New Year’s holidays. Please turn in all 2022 receipts, check request, 
bills and invoices by Friday, December 23rd.  Thank you for your help.

2022 Giving  The last deposit for the year will be made on the morning of December 28th. 
Checks received after that will not be reported on your 2022 contribution statement. Thank you for your 
help.

Christmas Decorating Fund You have the special opportunity to 
contribute to our TLC Christmas decorating fund for the poinsettias, greenery and 
Christmas altar flowers. If you wish to make such a gift and would like to designate it in 
memory or honor of a special person, please fill out the special envelope in the pews.  
Please specify if itʼs in honor or memory of someone special. The names will be 
printed in the Christmas Eve bulletins.



As we approach the holidays, 
the preschool children are 
busy practicing Christmas 
songs to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus. For the children’s 

Christmas program this year, the children will be singing during 
the Kid’s Worship on Saturday, December 10 at 4:30. Parents, 
families, friends and members of the congregation are invited to 
join us.

The school will be closed for Christmas break from December 
19-Tuesday, January 3.  Classes will resume on Wednesday, 
January 4th.

Registration for the 2023-2024 school year will begin in March 
of 2023.  Parents interested in enrolling their children in the 
preschool can contact Mary Ann Michlanski at (858) 292-7446 
and make an appointment to visit the school.  Members of the 
congregation have priority enrollment before we open registration 
to the community.

Please be sure to stop by and visit our new bulletin board 
space to the right of Elizabeth’s office.  We have lots of fun 
pictures from events and you’ll be able to see some of the fun 
activities we do.

Linda Moeller arranged for the preschool families to receive 
beautiful Advent story books.  Thank you Linda for your kind 
generosity.

Wishing you a warm and blessed Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year,
Mary Ann Michlanski
TLC Preschool Director



Tuesday Morning Bible Study 
Bible study is held at the Denny’s Restaurant at  
9898 Mira Mesa Blvd at 8am.  We use the 
Serendipity Bible, and copies are provided. We 
will be reading the Gospel. Pastor will buy 
breakfast for anyone attending the first time.  
All are welcome! 

Crossways Bible Study
Wednesdays at 7pm or 
Thursdays at 10am   
Pastor Vadis will be leading Bible study on 
Thursdays (10am or 7pm) and will be reading 
and discussing the Bible cover to cover.  
You can also watch via zoom:

Bible Study
if the hyperlink doesn’t work here is the zoom 
information:
meeting ID:  858 9929 9447
password:  biblestudy
* We are taking a break while Pastor Bohdan 
is away in the Holy Land and will be returning 
Dec. 14/15th.

Prayer Group Bring your own cup of 
coffee. Join us for half an hour in the TLC library 
December 10th at 9 a.m.!  You’ll find us there the 
second Saturday of every month.  Hope to see 
you then!

Prayers of the Faithful Prayers of 
Godʼs strength for those TLC members in 
assisted living facilities: Fran White, Reid Bixler, 
Charles Taylor, Kathleen Bellavance, Gene 
Loucks, James Vadis, Jim Allison, Derry Pence, 
Ann Holler, Bernie Tomsovic, Gayle Ramsey, 
Manuel Flores, and Suzanne Till.  We also pray, 
Lord, that you will guide and protect our military 
personnel serving in harm’s way.

“Bible Study from the 
Garage” 
You can join Scott Olson and Pastor Bohdan in 
Scott’s garage for the weekly “Bible Study from 
the Garage” on the TLC Facebook page

Social Media Coordinator needed 
to update congregation and community on TLC 
Happenings.  Includes writing and gathering 
content for Constant Contact eblasts, social 
media and website posts.Experience preferred 
but not required. Please contact Pastor Vadis if 
you are interested.

Special Prayers  Do you have a family 
member who is deployed in the military?  Do you 
need special prayers?  Please contact the 
church office to be added to the Prayers of the 
Faithful or put on the Prayer Chain.

Thank You
Tierrasanta Lutheran 
Church,
Thank you so much for 
taking the timing putting in 
the love to make a baby 
blanket for Gage. We are so 
blessed to be a part of this 
community.
God Bless,
Morgan, Gary & the “Gboys” 
(Preschool family)

Electronic Giving TLC has electronic 
options for making regular offerings. 
Contributions can be debited automatically from 
your checking or savings account. One program 
is called VANCO and you can signup for it as a 
single payment or a recurring payment. Another 
Giving Option electronically is available on the 
TLC website. On our home page, look for the 
drop down option called "Giving" and click on it. ( 
http://www.tierrasantalutheran.com/giving) 
You will be directed on how to give. Please 
contact Elizabeth in the church office for the form 
or more information.  Thank you!  

**G.R.A.C.E. Night:  It stands for 
Growing Relationships Around Christ’s Example. 
G.R.A.C.E. In order to help our busy families this 
meal is not a potluck!  The cost of this meal is a 
suggested donation of $2 a person or $5 for a 
family. Weds 5:30-6:30pm for the meal!   
** We are taking a break and will return on 
Wednesday, December 14th!

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85899299447?pwd=c1ZxVktyQVA0Q3JOTW5YeHhLU29jQT09
http://www.tierrasantalutheran.com/giving


Blessed Advent  and Christmas Season to you all!  
Having just come off our big 50th TLC anniversary, we’re moving forward very quickly into the 
New Church Year with Advent Blue all around! 

Music at Sunday 8:30 worship services will reflect waiting for the celebration of Jesus’ birth, 
with carols and liturgy  melody and lyrics reflecting those Bible readings! 

Blue is a color for Hope. Hope your hearts are getting prepared and that the Star of Bethlehem 
points the way thru all the busy times to the real reason for Hope: Jesus came to earth to save 
us sinners!! 

TLC choirs are getting prepped for a short Christmas Eve concert again, using our instruments 
and voices in the best way we can! Many thanks again for the privilege of celebrating 
Christmas again with you, and for the permission to hire guest musicians for enhancement!  

Blessings and safety to the Holy Land travelers— leaving as this is written! 


Betsy Frater 

Looking for a 
special Christmas 
gift for a friend or 
family member?   
There will be olive wood items from Bethlehem, 
as well as cards for ELCA Good Gifts and 
Lutheran World Relief donations made in 
someone’s honor available on the social patio 
between services on Dec. 4 and 11-- perfect for 
that hard to shop for person on your list.   
Cash and checks only please.

Lunch Bunch Holiday 
Luncheon on Friday, December 16th at 
11:30am. Calling all retired TLC members and 
friends. We will have music, a catered lunch and 
then more fun with our White Elephant Gift 
Exchange. Each of us brings a wrapped gift and 
we play a little game with the gifts. Now a "white 
elephant gift" is not something new. It is 
something you have found around your home that 
you have no need for. No need to buy 
something.  Just wrap it, and bring it for the gift 
exchange game! If you are new to the 
"retirement" age group, and would like to be part 
of the group that meets about 4 times a year, 
Please contact Elizabeth in the church office). 
Hope you can make it!

New Year’s Eve Ice Skating!  
Bring your family and friends and neighbors to the 
annual NYE ice skating at the San Diego Ice 
Arena. Ice time and ‘rentals’ are all on us! 
3:30-6:30p. 11048 Ice Skate Pl, San Diego, CA 
92126. Help spread the word!

TLC Sock Tree  Warm feet and full 
tummies! The annual Sock Tree is once again 
gracing our foyer! Help decorate the tree with 
socks for Lutheran Border Concern's work with 
children in Tijuana. Bring bags of rice and beans 
to help our neighbors in Tijuana as we prepare for 
Christmas. Lutheran Border Concerns will 
distribute the items on Epiphany, January 6th.

Be a “Secret Prayer Partner” for 
one of our Confirmation Students. It’s easy: Pray 
for them regularly, maybe send at least one card 
a month, you can give them a little gift for 
Christmas or their birthday if you would like and 
share a little about your life, but keep your identity 
a secret! “Secret Prayer Partner” and not use 
your name. In May we will “reveal” the identity of 
our “Secret Prayer partners”. Please signup to be 
a “Secret Prayer Partner” and help support our 
Confirmation Students. We still have a few kids 
who are without a partner. Contact Elizabeth in 
the church office (858-560-8688).



Bible Principes
An old saying suggests that “Experience is a good teacher, but she gives the test and then the 

lesson.”
That’s true in many aspects of life, including serving the Lord in a church like ours. Sadly, some 

Christians have had a bad experience in their desire to serve the Lord. Maybe someone spoke sharply 
to them and hurt their feelings. Maybe another Christian disappointed them. Maybe a pastor or a lay 
leader expressed strong criticism of what they were doing and how they were doing it. Maybe the 
Finance Committee refused to budget any funds for their work. As a result, they stopped serving at all. 
Or even worse, they quit going to church altogether.

Maybe such folks had the wrong motivation for their service in the first place. Maybe they were 
motivated out of a fear of God. Maybe they got involved because they were convinced (wrongly) that if 
they didn’t, God would somehow judge and punish them.

What’s the cure for this type of thinking? As we observed last month, it is the love of Christ which 
compels us (2 Corinthians 5:14). Christ left heaven’s glory to die on the cruel cross of Calvary for our 
sins. His love for us caused Him to do that.

What should be our response to Christ’s love for us? When you get right down to it, 1 John 4:19 
gives the answer: “We love because he [Christ] first loved us.” In other words, when we realize Christ’s 
love for us, we respond by loving Him.

But what does that mean in practical terms? How do we express our love for the Lord in response 
to the love shown to us? Simply by serving in Christ’s kingdom with whole-hearted devotion. 

Does that mean we will never be discouraged by the actions of other people? Not at all. Does that 
mean we will always be upbeat and positive about our Christian service experiences? Not really. Does 
that mean we will never be tempted to quit or to drop out? Probably not.

It does mean, however, that when we are ready to do so, we are to remember Christ’s love for us. 
We are to consider all that He has done for us. We are to realize afresh what He suffered for our sins, 
“ . . . the just for the unjust, in order that He might bring us to God” (1 Peter 3:18). When we do that, 
we will rededicate ourselves anew to the task(s) which God sets before us.
 

In his book, A Call to Excellence, Gary Inrig tells this story:
 

Bertoldo de Giovanni is a name even the most enthusiastic lover of art is unlikely to 
recognize. He was the pupil of Donatello, the greatest sculptor of his time, and he was the 
teacher of Michelangelo, the greatest sculptor of all time. Michelangelo was only 14 years old 
when he came to Bertoldo, but it was already obvious that he was enormously gifted. 
Bertoldo was wise enough to realize that gifted people are often tempted to coast rather than 
to grow, and therefore, he kept trying to pressure his young prodigy to work seriously at his 
art.
 
One day he came into the studio to find Michelangelo toying with a piece of sculpture far 
beneath his abilities. Bertoldo grabbed a hammer, stomped across the room, and smashed 
the work into tiny pieces, shouting this unforgettable message, “Michelangelo, talent is 
cheap; dedication is costly.”

 
You see, the realization that dedication is costly will give us fresh motivation to continue to be 

actively involved in the work and ministry here at Tierrasanta Lutheran Church. That realization will 
help us to remember the Apostle Paul’s admonition, “So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, 
for we will reap at harvest-time, if we do not give up” (Galatians 6:9).
 
 
 



Military Outreach Committee 
(MOC)
Thanksgiving Military Appreciation Food Drive 
was a huge success.  Thanks to the 
generosity of our congregation, we ensured 
that 108 local military families enjoyed a 
delicious and nutritious Thanksgiving Day 
dinner.   Besides the monetary donations, we 
had approximately 20 volunteers helping in the 
packing and distribution of the dinner 
packages.   Our thanks for your continued 
support of the Military Outreach Ministry and 
support to our military community.
Christmas Advent Party.  To All TLC 
Ambassadors Elves, TLC Bakers Elves, TLC 
Christmas Elves who will help make dreams 
come true, A heartfelt thank you for your 
willingness to serve and welcome our Military Families a the MOC Christmas Advent Party on December 
10.    Your Help will be greatly appreciated.  If you have some time to be an TLC Elf, please don't hesitate 
to call and volunteer.   There is something for each of us to do to help make this MOC Christmas Advent 
Party special for the families and for TLC.  Wishing you a Merry Christmas from Mrs. Santa Clause (aka 
Bernie) Cell# 619 379 5763 
Wreaths Across America.   It’s hard to believe that Miramar Military 
National Cemetery (MNMC) has been open since 2010 and even 
harder to believe is that there are already over 16,000 fallen soldiers 
and veterans buried there.   The WAA nationwide event held each 
year in December honors our fallen military who are buried at National 
Military Cemeteries by placing a wreath at each gravesite.  By the time 
you read this, it will be too late to sponsor a wreath for this year, but 
you can still honor our military by supporting the laying of the wreaths 
or in the removal/recycling.  If you wish to participate in the laying of 
the wreaths, they are doing a drive thru where you schedule a time 
and you pick-up a number of wreaths to lay.  They usually have plenty 
of folks to assist in the laying, but on Sat. Jan 7, 2023, they will be 
doing the wreath removal and recycling and if you like to join some of 
the MOC members and assist in this effort, you can contact Marcia 
Abbott or Wayne Duke and get more information.   
Watch for MOC information and updates in the weekly bulletin, online 
through Constant Contact, and through the TLC monthly newsletters.  
If you would like to be a part of this dedicated group, we welcome you, your ideas, input, and questions! 
Please contact Wayne Duke, wduke22@gmail.com, Beckie Ryan, beckieryan626@gmail.com, or Marcia 
Abbott, mabbott08@gmail.com.  MOC’s next meeting will be January 4 at 4:30 pm at TLC or by Zoom. 
Watch for meeting instructions if joining via Zoom.  Our meetings usually run under an hour, and ALL are 
welcome!   
With 2022 rapidly coming to an end, the Military Outreach Committee would like to thank you for your 
continued support of our ministries supporting the local military community.  Since 2014 and the first 
Military Appreciation Food Drive, your donations and volunteering have allowed us to touch the lives of 
thousands of our local military families.   Our most sincere thanks and wishing you and yours a most 
Blessed Christmas!
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If you would like to sponsor a 2022 TLC newsletter, please contact the church office.  We would like two 

sponsors per month @$75 each (cost is $150 for printing & postage). 

Please join us at 8:30am on Sundays or at 10am for Worship
Facebook Live 

 

TLC Office: 858-560-8688
TLC Pre-School:  858-292-7446 

Web Site: www.tierrasantalutheran.org 

 

http://www.tierrasantalutheran.org

