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Welcome to worship at Tierrasanta Lutheran Church
We’re excited that you have chosen to worship with us. We encourage you to fill out 
the green visitor sheet located in the pew pocket and place it in the offering basket.
Take-Home Busy Bags for kids and children’s bulletins are available from an usher. A 
Nursery for children 3 and under is at the west end of the hallway.

At the heart of our Advent preparations stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent 
and make a new beginning. As the darkness increases we turn toward the light of 
Christ’s coming. For Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who 
welcomes all, especially the poor and meek of the earth. We wait with hope for that 
day when the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or 
destruction. From the Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit of John the Baptist to 
proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has come near.

ORGAN PRESERVICE    “The Advent Of Our God” - Smith

CHOIR PRELUDE  “Call to Advent”-  Williams 
                                “Comfort, Comfort”- Edwards

WELCOME TO WORSHIP  BY PASTOR RICH AJER

THE HYMN AT THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH CANDLE 
(Piano Introduction)

2. Light the advent candle two,  Think of humble shepherds who
Filled with wonder at the sight,  of the child on Christmas night.   

      
Chorus: 

Candle, candle burning bright, shining in the cold winter night. 
Candle, candle burning bright, fill our hearts with Christmas light. 

THE BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
P: Praise to you, O God, who gives us courage to start again. You fasten 

righteousness around your waist and baptize with the Holy Spirit’s fire. Bless us 
as we mirror your mighty fire in these sim pie flames and teach us to mirror your 
justice in the paths we prepare. We ask that leave abound, until none hurt or 
destroy over all the earth. 

C: Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN  ELW  249  “On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry”
1 On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry

announces that the Lord is nigh;
awake and hearken, for he brings
glad tidings of the King of kings!

2 Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin;
make straight the way for God within,
and let us all our hearts prepare
for Christ to come and enter there.

3 We hail you as our Savior, Lord,
our refuge and our great reward;
without your grace we waste away
like flow'rs that wither and decay.

4 Stretch forth your hand, our health restore,
and make us rise to fall no more;
oh, let your face upon us shine
and fill the world with love divine.

5 All praise to you, eternal Son,
whose advent has our freedom won,
whom with the Father we adore,
and Holy Spirit, evermore.

APOSTOLIC GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all!
C:  And also with you! 

KYRIE   (ELW Page 156, Sung)
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let’s pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-bring of the church of 

God, and for the unity of all, let’s pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For this holy house, for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

us pray to the Lord.



C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C: Amen. 
  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray together:
C: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By 

his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God,  now and forever.  Amen.

FIRST READING  In today’s reading the prophet describes the ideal ruler who will 
come in the future as a green shoot springing from a dead stump (David’s royal 
line) of Jesse (David’s father). Gifted by the Spirit, this messiah will seek justice 
for the poor, and the reign of this monarch will be experienced as paradise 
regained. 

Isaiah 11:1-10
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of 
his roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the 
fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge 
by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness 
he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he 
shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he 
shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and 
faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young 
shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing 
child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand 
on the adder's den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth 
will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. On that day the 
root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, 
and his dwelling shall be glorious.

PSALM  Psalm 72: 1-7; 118-19      (Cantor  / Congregation)
  1 Give the king your jus-   /   tice, O God,
   and your righteousness to   /   the king’s son;



 2 that he may rule your  /   people righteously
  and the   /   poor with justice;

 3 that the mountains may bring prosperity   /   to the people,
   and the  /   hills, in righteousness.

 4 Let him defend the needy a-   /   mong the people,
   rescue the poor, and crush   /   the oppressor. 

 5 May he live as long as the sun and   /   moon endure,
   from one generation   /   to another.

 6 Let him come down like rain upon   /   the mown field,
   like showers that wa-     /    ter the earth.

 7 In his time may the   /   righteous flourish;
   and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall  /    be no more.

 18Blessed are you, Lord God, the   /   God of Israel;
   you alone do   /   wondrous deeds!

 19And blessed be your glorious   /   name forever,
   and may all the earth be filled with your glory. A-    /.  men. Amen.  

SECOND READING  God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s 
blessed people has been fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Christians live out their unity by 
welcoming and encouraging each other just as Christ has welcomed them into 
God’s family. 

Romans 15:4-13
For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 
May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony 
with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with 
one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one 
another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell 
you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of 
God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in 
order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, "Therefore I 
will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name"; and again 
he says, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people"; and again, "Praise the Lord, all 



you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him"; and again Isaiah says, "The root 
of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles 
shall hope." May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so 
that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  ELW 253 “He Came Down”
2 He came down that we may have light;

He came down that we may have light;
He came down that we may have light;
Hallelujah forevermore.

GOSPEL Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling 
people to mend their ways and speaking of a powerful one who is to come.

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 3rd chapter, beginning with 
the 1st verse.

C:  (Spoken) Glory to You, O Lord.

Matthew 3:1-12
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 
"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near." This is the one of whom the 
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, "The voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.' " Now John 
wore clothing of camel's hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was 
locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going 
out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in 
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw many Pharisees and 
Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do 
not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell 
you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the 
ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. I baptize you with water for repentance, 
but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry 
his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is 
in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the 
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."

 
P: Here ends the Reading of the Gospel.
C: (Spoken) Praise to You, O Christ.



SPECIAL MUSIC  “Every Valley”- Ness/Beck  (sung by choir) 

MESSAGE BY PASTOR RICH AJER

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 256  “Comfort, Comfort Now My People”
1 "Comfort, comfort now my people;

tell of peace!" So says our God.
Comfort those who sit in darkness
mourning under sorrow's load.
To God's people now proclaim
that God's pardon waits for them!
Tell them that their war is over;
God will reign in peace forever.

2 For the herald's voice is crying
in the desert far and near,
calling us to true repentance,
since the reign of God is here.
Oh, that warning cry obey!
Now prepare for God a way.
Valleys, rise to greet the Savior;
hills, bow down in humble favor.

3 Straight shall be what long was crooked,
and the rougher places plain.
Let your hearts be true and humble,
as befits God's holy reign.
For the glory of the Lord
now on earth is shed abroad,
and all flesh shall see the token
that God's word is never broken.

  
APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by 
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended 
into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and 



is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL  
P: As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that 

yearns for new hope.
                A brief silence.

P: God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the global church 
to the urgent needs of our time. Break down barriers of culture and custom and 
unite people of all faiths in your redemptive and healing work. God, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: God, you renew the church in every age. We give thanks for hymn writers and 

theologians. Inspire teachers, writers, and musicians to delight and instruct your 
people. God, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: You give us a vision of creation in harmony, when hurting and destruction will be 

no more. Teach us to be stewards of the earth and companions to its creatures. 
Restore to balance and wholeness what human greed has harmed. God, in your 
mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: You defend the cause of all who are poor and oppressed. Raise up leaders who 

will govern with equity and serve the common good. Guide judges, lawmakers, 
and public officials to protect the rights of those who cannot advocate for 
themselves. God, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: You deliver those in need from suffering and fear. Come to the aid of any who are 

exploited or abused, especially children, elders, and victims of human trafficking. 
Provide safety and help to our neighbors without shelter, refugees, and those 
fleeing violence. God, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
 



P: You urge your people to welcome one another as you have welcomed us. Nurture 
ministries of hospitality and care in this and every congregation. We pray for 
people who are homebound, hospitalized, or separated from loved ones, 
especially: Fran White, Reid Bixler, Charles Taylor, Kathleen Bellavance, Gene 
Loucks, James Vadis, Jim Allison, Derry Pence, Ann Holler, Bernie Tomsovic, 
Gayle Ramsey, Manuel Flores, and Suzanne Till. Lord, please guide and protect 
our military personnel serving in harm’s way. God, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: For what else do we pray?
C: hear our prayer.
P: You embrace all who have died trusting in your promises, and we give thanks for 

their faithful witness. Sustain us in hope until we are united with them in the joy of 
your eternal presence. God, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our 

prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we 
pray.

C: Amen. 

DEDICATION OF THE PRAYER QUILT
Chuck Bonner; Sponsors: Claudia Murphy, Sherry & Luis Caballero

OFFERTORY HYMN  “Let My Prayer Rise Up”  - Marty Haugen
Refrain:  Let my prayer rise up, like incense before you

                     the Lifting up of my hands as an offering to you 

                    Keep Watch within me God.  Deep in my heart 
                    May the light of your love be burning bright.  Refrain  

OFFERING PRAYER 
P: Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty 

ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us 
messengers of your mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice.
We ask this through Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING             (ELW page 161, spoken)
P: The Lord be with you.



C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise ... we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are 
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 
All Christians are invited by our Lord to receive His Body and Blood in the 
Eucharist. Children who have not yet received First Communion instructions 
are invited to come forward to receive a blessing, but are requested to wait with 
Communing until they have been properly instructed. If you would like to 
receive a blessing, please cross your arms across your chest.

COMMUNION MUSIC   
ELW “Lamb Of God” (page 164)

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
Amen.

ELW  254 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”
1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus,

born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us;
let us find our rest in thee.
Israel's strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art,



dear desire of ev'ry nation,
joy of ev'ry longing heart.

2 Born thy people to deliver,
born a child, and yet a king;
born to reign in us forever,
now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal Spirit
rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all-sufficient merit
raise us to thy glorious throne.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing 

heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day 
when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this 
holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth in 
Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

THE BENEDICTION
P: God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the 

grace of the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever.
C: Amen. 

SENDING ELW 239 “Hark, the Glad Sound!”
1 Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes,

the Savior promised long;
let ev'ry heart prepare a throne
and ev'ry voice a song.

2 He comes the pris'ners to release,
in Satan's bondage held.
The gates of brass before him burst,
the iron fetters yield.

3 He comes the broken heart to bind,
the bleeding soul to cure,
and with the treasures of his grace
to enrich the humble poor.



4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace,
your welcome shall proclaim,
and heav'n's eternal arches ring
with your beloved name.

THE DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Christ is near.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE     Omitted During Advent
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