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Welcome to worship at Tierrasanta Lutheran Church
We’re excited that you have chosen to worship with us. We encourage you to fill out 
the green visitor sheet located in the pew pocket and place it in the offering basket.
Children’s bulletins are available from an usher. A Nursery for children 3 and under is 
at the west end of the hallway.

At the heart of our Advent preparations stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent 
and make a new beginning. As the darkness increases we turn toward the light of 
Christ’s coming. For Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who 
welcomes all, especially the poor and meek of the earth. We wait with hope for that 
day when the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or 
destruction. From the Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit of John the Baptist to 
proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has come near.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP BY PASTOR RICH AJER

SONG   “Hallelujah for Every Broken Heart”
Verse 1
There is a grace in the rise and fall  
There is return for everything we've lost 
There will be moments when the beauty's gone  
There is power when we've lost it all

Verse 2
There is a place where redemption cries
There is a death that can save a life
There's resurrection where there was a cross
There is power when we've lost it all
There is a power when we've lost it all

Chorus
Hallelujah for a broken heart
Hallelujah when I'm falling apart
There's a sun rising when the sky is dark
I'm singing hallelujah for a broken heart
(I'm singing) Hallelujah for a broken heart

Verse 3
Don't be afraid of every crooked turn



What sorrow plants in the graves and dirt
Jesus uses all the pain and hurt
There is power in the way He works
Oh there is power in the way He works

(Repeat Chorus)

Bridge
Why should I worry
Why should I fear
Every heartbreak
Is drawing me near
I need You more now
Than I ever did
I'm thanking You Jesus
I'm thanking You Jesus

(Repeat Chorus)
2021 Capitol CMG Genesis Capitol CMG Paragon Inot Music Out Of My Cages Publishing sixsteps Music 
Remaining portion is unaffiliated

THE BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
P: Praise to you, O God, who gives us courage to start again. You fasten 

righteousness around your waist and baptize with the Holy Spirit’s fire. Bless us 
as we mirror your mighty fire in these sim pie flames and teach us to mirror 
your justice in the paths we prepare. We ask that leave abound, until none hurt 
or destroy over all the earth. 

C:  Amen.

GATHERING SONG  “Broken Vessels”
Verse 1
All these pieces
Broken and scattered
In mercy gathered
Mended and whole
Empty handed
But not forsaken
I've been set free
I've been set free



Verse 2
You take our failure
You take our weakness
You set Your treasure
In jars of clay
So take this heart Lord
I'll be Your vessel
The world to see Your life in me

Pre-Chorus
Amazing grace
How sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me
Oh I once was lost
But now I am found
Was blind but now I see

Chorus
Oh I can see You now
Oh I can see the love in Your eyes
Laying Yourself down
Raising up the broken to life

(Repeat Chorus)
2014 Hillsong MP Songs Hillsong Music Publishing Australia

“Precious Lord, Take My Hand”
Verse 1
Precious Lord, take my hand
Lead me on, let me stand
I am tired, I'm weak, I am worn
Through the storm, through the night
Lead me on to the li-ight
Take my hand, precious Lord
Lead me home

Verse 2
When my way growth drear 
Precious Lord, linger near 
When my light is almost gone  
Hear my cry, hear my call  



Hold my hand lest I fa-all  
Take my hand, precious Lord  
Lead me on
2010 SHOUT! Music Publishing Australia sixsteps Music Vamos Publishing worshiptogether.com songs Spirit 
Nashville Three So Essential Tunes Spirit Nashville Three

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT
All Christians are invited by our Lord to receive His Body and Blood in the 
Eucharist. Children who have not yet received First Communion instructions 
are invited to come forward to receive a blessing, but are requested to wait 
with Communing until they have been properly instructed. If you would like to 
receive a blessing, please cross your arms across your chest.

SONG    “Forever Reign”
Verse 1
You are good You are good
When there's nothing good in me
You are love You are love
On display for all to see
You are light You are light
When the darkness closes in
You are hope You are hope
You have covered all my sin

Verse 2
You are peace You are peace
When my fear is crippling
You are true You are true
Even in my wandering
You are joy You are joy
You're the reason that I sing
You are life You are life
In You death has lost its sting



Chorus
(Oh) I'm running to Your arms
I'm running to Your arms
The riches of Your love will always be enough
Nothing compares to Your embrace
Light of the world forever reign

Verse 3
You are more You are more
Than my words will ever say
You are Lord You are Lord
All creation will proclaim
You are here You are here
In Your presence I'm made whole
You are God You are God
Of all else I'm letting go

(Repeat Chorus)

Bridge
My heart will sing no other Name
Jesus Jesus (x4)

(Repeat Chorus)
2009 Hillsong Music Publishing Australia Spirit Nashville Three So Essential Tunes Spirit Nashville Three

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P: Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to 

earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your 
promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 
Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior 
and Lord.

C: Amen.
 
CHILDREN’S OFFERING - Lutheran Border Concerns
CHILDREN’S TIME  
Children Dismissed to Godly Play - In the Youth Building 

FIRST READING  In today’s reading the prophet describes the ideal ruler who will 
come in the future as a green shoot springing from a dead stump (David’s royal 
line) of Jesse (David’s father). Gifted by the Spirit, this messiah will seek justice 



for the poor, and the reign of this monarch will be experienced as paradise 
regained. 

Isaiah 11:1-10
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of 
his roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the 
fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge 
by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness 
he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he 
shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he 
shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and 
faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young 
shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing 
child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand 
on the adder's den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for 
the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 
On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations 
shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

SECOND READING  God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s 
blessed people has been fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Christians live out their unity by 
welcoming and encouraging each other just as Christ has welcomed them into 
God’s family. 

Romans 15:4-13
For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 
May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony 
with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with 
one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one 
another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell 
you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of 
God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in 
order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, "Therefore I 
will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name"; and again 
he says, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people"; and again, "Praise the Lord, all 
you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him"; and again Isaiah says, "The root 
of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles 



shall hope." May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so 
that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

GOSPEL Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling 
people to mend their ways and speaking of a powerful one who is to come.

Matthew 3:1-12
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 
"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near." This is the one of whom the 
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, "The voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.' " Now John 
wore clothing of camel's hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was 
locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going 
out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in 
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw many Pharisees and 
Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do 
not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell 
you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the 
ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. I baptize you with water for repentance, 
but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry 
his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is 
in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the 
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."

SONG   “Multiplied” 
Verse 
Your love is like radiant diamonds
Bursting inside us we cannot contain
Your love will surely come find us
Like blazin' wildfires singing Your name

Chorus
God of mercy sweet love of mine
I have surrendered to Your design
May this offering stretch across the skies
These hallelujahs be multiplied

(Repeat Chorus)
2013 NeedToBreathe Music KMR Music Royalties II SCSp



COMMUNITY PRAYERS
We pray for all who are undermined or oppressed. Amplify the voices of the 
unheard and break open stubborn systems of injustice. Bring about your 
righteousness and fill us all with your redeeming light. May the sun of 
righteousness rise on all who are sick, especially: Fran White, Reid Bixler, 
Charles Taylor, Kathleen Bellavance, Gene Loucks, James Vadis, Jim Allison, 
Derry Pence, Ann Holler, Bernie Tomsovic, Manuel Flores, Gayle Ramsey, and 
Suzanne Till. Lord, please guide and protect our military personnel serving in 
harm’s way.  

 
DEDICATION OF THE PRAYER QUILT

Chuck Bonner; Sponsors: Claudia Murphy, Sherry & Luis Caballero

COLLECTION OF THE OFFERING

SONG   “Just Let Me Say”
Verse 1
Just let me say how much I love You
Let me speak of Your mercy and grace
Just let me live in the shadow of Your beauty
Let me see You face to face
And the earth will shake as Your word goes forth
And the heavens can tremble and fall
But let me say how much I love You
Oh my Saviour my Lord and friend

Verse 2
Just let me hear Your finest whispers
As You gently call my name
And let me see Your power and Your glory
Let me feel Your Spirit's flame
Let me find You in the desert
Till this sand is holy ground
And I am found completely surrendered
To You my Lord and friend
1993 Geoff Bullock Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)

OFFERING PRAYER 
P: Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty 

ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us 



messengers of your mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice.We 
ask this through Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

THE BENEDICTION
P: God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace 

of the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever.
C: Amen. 

SONG   “Because He Lives”
Verse 1
God sent His Son they called Him Jesus
He came to love heal and forgive
He bled and died to buy my pardon
An empty grave is there to prove
My Savior lives

Chorus
Because He lives I can face tomorrow
Because He lives all fear is gone
Because I know He holds the future
And life is worth the living
Just because He lives

Verse 3
And then one day I'll cross that river
I'll fight life's final war with pain
And then as death gives way to vict'ry
I'll see the lights of glory
And I'll know He reigns

(Repeat Chorus)
1971 Hanna Street Music

THE DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Christ is near.
C: Thanks be to God.
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