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Welcome to worship at   tierrasantalutheranchurch  
Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always lived in great expectation, 
but that expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the texts appointed for these 
four weeks. The ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to spring up for David.” The 
Thessalonians awaited “the coming of our Lord Jesus with all the saints.” Jesus’ 
contemporaries hoped for the time “to stand before the Son of Man.” With them we 
eagerly await the coming days: another Christmas celebration, a second coming, and 
the advent of Christ in word and supper.

Masks are required while inside the church by all unvaccinated attendees.  
The social distancing section is the right hand section marked by the bows on the 
end of the pews for those unvaccinated. 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP BY PASTOR BOHDAN VADIS 

GATHERING SONG  "He is Exalted"  
Verse
He is exalted
The King is exalted on high
I will praise Him
He is exalted forever exalted
And I will praise His name
Chorus
He is the Lord
Forever His truth shall reign
Heaven and earth
Rejoice in His holy name
He is exalted
The King is exalted on high

(Repeat Verse)
(Repeat Chorus)

 
THE BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

P: Blessed are you, God of Jacob, for you promise to transform weapons of war 
into implements of planting and harvest and to teach us your way of peace; 
you promise that our night of sin is far gone and that your day of salvation is 
dawning. As we light the first candle on this wreath, wake us from our sleep, 



wrap us in your  light, empower us to live honorably, and guide us along your 
path of peace. O house of Jacob, come,

C:  let us walk in the light of the Lord. Amen.

"Forgiven"  
Verse 1
I'm the one who held the nail
It was cold between my fingertips
I've hidden in the garden
I've denied You with my very lips
God I fall down to my knees with a hammer in my hand
You look at me arms open

Chorus 1
Forgiven forgiven
Child there is freedom from all of it
Say goodbye to ev'ry sin
You are forgiven

Verse 2
I've done things I wish I hadn't done
I've seen things I wish I hadn't seen
Just the thought of Your amazing grace
And I cry Jesus forgive me
God I fall down to my knees with a hammer in my hand
You look at me arms open

(Repeat Chorus 1)
Bridge

I could've been six feet under
I could've been lost forever
Yeah I should be in that fire
But now there's fire inside of me
Here I am a dead man walking
No grave gonna hold God's people
All the weight of all our evil
Lifted away forever free
Who could believe who could believe



Chorus 2
Forgiven forgiven
You love me even when I don't deserve it
Forgiven I'm forgiven
Jesus Your blood makes me innocent
So I will say goodbye to ev'ry sin
I am forgiven

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and forever.  Amen. 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT
All Christians are invited by our Lord to receive His Body and Blood in the 
Eucharist. Children who have not yet received First Communion instructions 
are invited to come forward to receive a blessing, but are requested to wait with 
Communing until they have been properly instructed. If you would like to 
receive a blessing, please cross your arms across your chest.

There is an offering basket on the table as you come forward to receive 
communion.

SONG  "Pour Out My Heart” 
Verse
Here I am once again
I pour out my heart for I know
That You hear ev'ry cry
You are listening no matter
What state my heart is in
You are faithful to answer
With words that are true
And a hope that is real
As I feel Your touch
You bring a freedom
To all that's within
In the safety of this place
I'm longing to



Chorus
Pour out my heart
To say that I love You
Pour out my heart
To say that I need You
Pour out my heart
To say that I'm thankful
Pour out my heart
To say that You're wonderful

(Repeat Verse)
(Repeat Chorus)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: Blessed Jesus, at this table, you have been for us both host and meal.

Now send us forth to extend our tables and to share your gifts until that day when 
all feast together at your heavenly banquet.

C: Amen. 

CHILDREN'S TIME 
Godly Play - In the Youth Building

FIRST READING In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being 
faithful in relationship. God acts righteously both in punishing Israel for its sin 
and in having mercy. In today’s reading, Jerusalem’s future name—“The Lord is 
our righteousness”—proclaims that God is even now working salvation for 
Israel.

Jeremiah 33:14-16
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made 
to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I 
will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute 
justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and 
Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The 
Lord is our righteousness.”

SECOND READING Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at Thessalonica, 
Paul is exuberant with gratitude for them. In this passage from his letter, Paul 
voices overflowing thanks, joy, and blessings for the people of this growing 
church.



1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel 
before our God because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we 
may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. Now 
may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 
And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and 
for all, just as we abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your 
hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

GOSPEL   God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment 
abound. On that great day there will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and 
terror, but God’s people shall be given strength to stand boldly and receive 
God’s promised redemption.

Luke 21:25-36
Jesus said: “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on 
the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the 
waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the 
world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the 
Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. Now when these 
things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing near.”    Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig 
tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for 
yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see 
these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I 
tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. “Be on 
guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you 
unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the 
whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to 
escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of 
Man.”

MESSAGE BY PASTOR BOHDAN VADIS



SONG   "Think About His Love"  
Chorus
Think about His love
Think about His goodness
Think about His grace
That's brought us through
For as high as the heaven's above
So great is the measure
Of our Father's love
Great is the measure
Of our Father's love

Verse 1
How could I forget His love
How could I forget His mercy
He satisfies He satisfies
He satisfies my desires

(Repeat Chorus)

Verse 2
Even when I've strayed away
His love has sought me out
And found me
He satisfies He satisfies
He satisfies my desires

(Repeat Chorus)

COMMUNITY PRAYERS
This week, please keep in your prayers: Jane VanBenthuysen, Eileen Widmann, 
Fran White, Reid Bixler, Jay Plummer, Audrey Brengle, Charles Taylor, Norma 
Taylor, Teresa Stowinsky, Allen Stowinsky, Kathleen Bellavance, John Michel, Luis 
Mañeru, Gene Loucks, Gayle Ramsey, Tom Reiter, Larissa Thunder, Ron Lopez, 
and James Morketter. We also pray, Lord, that you will guide and protect our 
military personnel serving in harm’s way. Shine your grace on all your saints. Help 
us love one another in truth and action.

SONG "Cry of My Heart” 
Chorus



It is the cry of my heart
To follow You
It is the cry of my heart
To be close to You
It is the cry of my heart
To follow
All of the days of my life

Verse 1
Teach me Your holy ways oh Lord
So I can walk in Your truth
Teach me Your holy ways oh Lord
And make me wholly devoted to You
Oh oh whoa

(Repeat Chorus)

Verse 2
Open my eyes so I can see
The wonderful things that You do
Open my heart up more and more
And make it wholly devoted to You
Oh oh whoa

(Repeat Chorus)

BLESSING
P: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound 

in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.
C: Amen. 

THE DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Christ is near.
C: Thanks be to God.  

             + + + + + + + + + + + + +      



Reader: Mike McCann
Ushers:    Mike & Ann McCann
Communion: Mike & Ann McCann
Acolyte: Kendall Roberts

Permission to podcast/stream music from this service obtained from One License with license # 733910-A. 
Valid for 04/16/2021 - 04/15/2022 and Christian Copyright Licensing, LLC. License 2953788 & 2953788 for 
02/28/2021-02/28/2022.

He is Exalted 1985 Jubilee Communications Inc. Mountain Spring Music

Forgiven 2016 Capitol CMG Paragon sixsteps Music worshiptogether.com songs

Pour Out My Heart 1994 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing Vineyard Songs Canada

Think About His Love 1987 Integrity's Hosanna! Music
 Cry of My Heart 

Portions of this bulletin reprinted from Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress.  All 
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB158019.

 

TLC Staff 
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