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8:30am  Worship 



Welcome to worship at tierrasantalutheranchurch  
We’re excited that you have chosen to worship with us. We encourage you to fill out 
the green visitor sheet located in the pew pocket and place it in the offering basket.
We have “Busy Bags” for kids in the narthex, and children’s bulletins are available from 
an usher. A Nursery for children 3 and under is at the west end of the hallway.

The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s 
readings both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither 
the day nor hour of the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather 
all people on the holy mountain and there will be no more war or suffering. Though we 
vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we wait for what we already have: 
Christ comes among us this day as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the 
promises of God.

PRESERVICE  (Piano)

HANDBELL PRELUDE   “O Come O Come Emmanuel”- Wagner 
	 Copyright 1980 Beckenhorst  
  
WELCOME TO WORSHIP  BY PASTOR BOHDAN VADIS

THE HYMN AT THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH CANDLE 
(Introduction by the Handbells)

 1.   Light the advent candle one, now the waiting has begun 
    We have started on our way, time to think of Christmas Day.   
 
    Chorus: 
    Candle, candle burning bright, shining in the cold winter night. 
    Candle, candle burning bright, fill our hearts with Christmas light. 

THE BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
P: Praise to you, O God, our salvation who is near. You hold us in our waiting and 

keep us awake to the world. You show up in our lives at unexpected times. Bless 
us as we light this candle to keep vigil for your arrival. We trust that even though 
we do not know the day or the hour, you hurry to gather all people to your peace.

C: Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN ELW 452 Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death” (stz. 1, 2, 4, 5)
1 Awake, O sleeper, rise from death,

and Christ shall give you light;
so learn his love, its length and breadth,
its fullness, depth, and height.

2 To us on earth he came to bring
from sin and fear release,
to give the Spirit's unity,
the very bond of peace.

4 Then walk in love as Christ has loved,
who died that he might save;
with kind and gentle hearts forgive
as God in Christ forgave.

5 For us Christ lived, for us he died,
and conquered in the strife.
Awake, arise, go forth in faith,
and Christ shall give you life.
Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984
Text © 1980 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING   
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all!
C: And also with you! 

KYRIE   (ELW pages 156-157 Sung)
A: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let’s pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-bring of the church of 

God, and for the unity of all, let’s pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
A: For this holy house, for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C: Amen. 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray together:
C: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection 

save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in 
the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

FIRST READING  The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future 
day when God establishes a universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make 
war obsolete, and the worshiping community responds: “Let us walk in that light 
of that Lord now!”

Isaiah 2:1-5
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days 
to come the mountain of the Lord's house shall be established as the highest of 
the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to 
it. Many peoples shall come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the 
Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that 
we may walk in his paths." For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word 
of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and shall 
arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and 
their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the 
light of the Lord!

SECOND READING   Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We 
live our lives today in light of Christ’s coming in the future.

Romans 13:11-14
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake 
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the 
night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and 
put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and 
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and 
jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the 
flesh, to gratify its desires.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  ELW 253 “He Came Down”
1 He came down that we may have love;

He came down that we may have love;



He came down that we may have love;
Hallelujah Forevermore.

GOSPEL Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring 
about deep change to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to 
stay awake, be aware, and wait expectantly, because the Son of Man will come 
unannounced. 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 24th chapter, beginning with the 
36th verse.

C:  (Sung) Glory to You, O Lord.
 

Matthew 24:36-44
"But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of 
the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and 
they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one 
will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one 
will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 
coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of 
the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have 
let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of 
Man is coming at an unexpected hour.  

P: Here ends the Reading of the Gospel.
C: (Sung) Praise to You, O Christ.

SPECIAL MUSIC   “Carol for Advent “ - Besig Price 
Copyright MCMXC1 Alfred Music publishing

MESSAGE BY PASTOR BODHAN VADIS 

HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW 256 “Comfort, Comfort Now My People”
1 "Comfort, comfort now my people;

tell of peace!" So says our God.
Comfort those who sit in darkness
mourning under sorrow's load.
To God's people now proclaim
that God's pardon waits for them!
Tell them that their war is over;



God will reign in peace forever.

2 For the herald's voice is crying
in the desert far and near,
calling us to true repentance,
since the reign of God is here.
Oh, that warning cry obey!
Now prepare for God a way.
Valleys, rise to greet the Savior;
hills, bow down in humble favor.

3 Straight shall be what long was crooked,
and the rougher places plain.
Let your hearts be true and humble,
as befits God's holy reign.
For the glory of the Lord
now on earth is shed abroad,
and all flesh shall see the token
that God's word is never broken.

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by 
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended 
into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL  
P: In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your 

promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 
A brief silence.

P: God of the people, we come seeking wisdom and instruction. Uphold and 
strengthen lay leaders, teachers, deacons, pastors, and bishops. Teach us your 
ways and lead us in your paths. God of grace, 



C: hear our Prayer
P: God of the earth, we seek your goodness in the grandeur of creation. Empower 

us to care for forests and oceans, as we see you in the world around us. God of 
grace,

C: hear our Prayer
P: God of the nations, grant wisdom to leaders, judges, and mediators. Cast out 

words of hate and transform them into words for building up community. Remake 
implements of war to sow peace. God of grace,

C: hear our Prayer
P: God of healing, bring comfort and strength. We pray for our kindred and 

companions who are ill or despairing, especially Reid Bixler, Barbara Berg, Anita 
Vadis, Brandi Vadis, James Vadis, Marianne d’Arnaud, Ellen Mize, Frank Fogg, 
Suzanne Till, Carol Bergdahl, Mike George, Diane Raines, Kathy Kelly, Anastasia 
Balmaceda, and the family of Carol Bergdahl at her death. Lord, please guide and 
protect our military personnel serving in harm’s way. Surround all with care and 
consolation. God of grace,

C: hear our Prayer
P: God of new possibilities, when addiction wounds, jealousy tears down, and 

relationships fray, show us how to journey with one another. Nurture therapists, 
counselors, and sponsors in their care for others. God of grace,

C: hear our Prayer
P: For what else do the people pray?  Hear us, O God.
C: hear our Prayer
P: God of all time, build up our lives that we would reflect your grace. At the last, 

bring us with all the saints to your holy city where peace and goodness make a 
home. God of grace,

C: hear our Prayer
P: Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.
C: Amen. 

OFFERING HYMN   ELW 247 “Come Now, O Prince of Peace” (stz. 1, 2)
1 Come now, O Prince of peace, make us one body.

Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people.



2 Come now, O God of love, make us one body.
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people.
Text: Geon-yong Lee, b. 1947; tr. Marion Pope. Text © Geonyong Lee.

 

CHILDREN’S OFFERING - Maasai 1-2-1- School Empowering Maasai Youth
Through Education. Helping them build a future. We’re partnering with a Maasai 
community in Tanzania to create a quality school that is a road to hope and a 
future for the Maasai.

OFFERING PRAYER 
P: Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert.

Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the 
world signs of your kingdom come.

C: Amen. 

 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING             (ELW page 161-162, sung)
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise ... we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

(Sung)
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, heaven and earth are full of 

your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 
All Christians are invited by our Lord to receive His Body and Blood in the 
Eucharist. Children who have not yet received First Communion instructions 



are invited to come forward to receive a blessing, but are requested to wait 
with Communing until they have been properly instructed. If you would like to 
receive a blessing, please cross your arms across your chest. Wine is in the 
gold chalice and grape juice is in the pottery chalice.  

COMMUNION MUSIC   
“Lamb of God”

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace. Amen.

ELW  487 “What Feast of Love”
1 What feast of love is offered here,

what banquet come from heaven?
What food of everlasting life,
what gracious gift is given?
This, this is Christ the king,
the bread come down from heaven.
Oh, taste and see and sing!
How sweet the manna given!

2 What light of truth is offered here,
what covenant from heaven?
What hope of everlasting life,
what wondrous word is given?
This, this is Christ the king,
the sun come down from heaven.
Oh, see and hear and sing!
The Word of God is given!

3 What wine of love is offered here,
what crimson drink from heaven?
What stream of everlasting life,
what precious blood is given?
This, this is Christ the king,
the sweetest wine of heaven.
Oh, taste and see and sing!
The Son of God is given!



Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939 Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, OSB. Published by OCP 
Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland OR 97213. All rights reserved. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness.

Send us forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit 
in the name of Jesus.

C:  Amen. 

THE BENEDICTION
P: May God who comes among us, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you 

patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and 
always.

C: Amen. 

SENDING HYMN  ELW 439  “Soon and Very Soon” (Stz. 1, 2, 3)
Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the king
Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the king
Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the king
Hallelujah Hallelujah, we are goin’ to see the king

No more cry’-in’ there, we are goin’ to see the king
No more cry’-in’ there, we are goin’ to see the king
No more cry’-in’ there, we are goin’ to see the king
Hallelujah Hallelujah, we are goin’ to see the king

No more dy-in’ there, we are goin’ to see the king
No more dy-in’ there, we are goin’ to see the king
No more dy-in’ there, we are goin’ to see the king
Hallelujah Hallelujah, we are goin’ to see the king
Hallelujah Hallelujah Hallelujah Hallelujah
Text and music © 1976 Bud John Songs, Inc./Crouch Music, admin. EMI Christian Music Publishing.

THE DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Keep awake.
C: Thanks be to God.  

No Postlude during Advent

 



 

Reader: Bill Stephenson
Ushers:  Jim Tomsovic
Communion:  Bernie Tomsovic
Altar:  Carolyn Behling
Coffee: Derry & Ginny Pence
Nursery:  Isabelle Villa, Zach Sparks
Acolyte: Ariel Romero
 
 
Permission to podcast/stream music from this service obtained from One License with license # 733910-A. Valid for 
04/16/2025 - 04/15/2026 and Christian Copyright Licensing, LLC. License 2953788 & 20576474 for 
02/28/2025-02/28/2026.
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