
First Sunday of Advent 
In Person/Inside, Facebook Live  

November 28, 2021, 8:30am 



Welcome to worship at tierrasantalutheranchurch  
Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always lived in great expectation, 
but that expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the texts appointed for these 
four weeks. The ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to spring up for David.” The 
Thessalonians awaited “the coming of our Lord Jesus with all the saints.” Jesus’ 
contemporaries hoped for the time “to stand before the Son of Man.” With them we 
eagerly await the coming days: another Christmas celebration, a second coming, and 
the advent of Christ in word and supper.

Masks are required while inside the church by all unvaccinated attendees.  
The social distancing section is the right hand section marked by the bows on the 
end of the pews for those unvaccinated. 

PRESERVICE MUSIC  “Variations on Puer Nobis” - Burkhardt 
 
PRELUDE ANTHEM  “Call to Advent” - Williams (Sung by the TLC Choir)

WELCOME TO WORSHIP  BY PASTOR BOHDAN VADIS

THE HYMN AT THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH CANDLE 
 1.   Light the advent candle one, now the waiting has begun 
    We have started on our way, time to think of Christmas Day.   
 
    Chorus: 
    Candle, candle burning bright, shining in the cold winter night. 
    Candle, candle burning bright, fill our hearts with Christmas light. 

THE BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
P: Blessed are you, God of Jacob, for you promise to transform weapons of war 

into implements of planting and harvest and to teach us your way of peace; 
you promise that our night of sin is far gone and that your day of salvation is 
dawning. As we light the first candle on this wreath, wake us from our sleep, 
wrap us in your  light, empower us to live honorably, and guide us along your 
path of peace. O house of Jacob, come,

C:  let us walk in the light of the Lord. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN  ELW 439 “Soon and Very Soon”
Soon and very soon, we are goin’ to see the King.
soon and very soon, we are goin’ to see the King.
soon and very soon, we are goin’ to see the King.
Hallelujah, hallelujah, we are goin’ to see the King!

No more cryin’ there, we are goin’ to see the King.
No more crying there, we are goin’ to see the King.
No more crying there, we are goin’ to see the King!
Hallelujah, hallelujah, we are goin’ to see the King!

No more dyin’ there, we are goin’ to see the King.
No more dyin’ there, we are goin’ to see the King.
No more dyin’ there, we are goin’ to see the King.
Hallelujah, hallelujah, we are goin’ to see the King!

Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King.
Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King.
Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King!
Hallelujah, hallelujah, we are goin’ to see the King!
Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah.

APOSTOLIC GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all!
C: And also with you!  

THE KYRIE (ELW page 156)
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-bring of the church of God, 

And for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
A: Amen. 



PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P: Let us pray together:
C:  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection 

alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your 
life of justice, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being 
faithful in relationship. God acts righteously both in punishing Israel for its sin 
and in having mercy. In today’s reading, Jerusalem’s future name—“The Lord is 
our righteousness”—proclaims that God is even now working salvation for 
Israel.

Jeremiah 33:14-16
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made 
to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I 
will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute 
justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and 
Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The 
Lord is our righteousness.”

PSALM 25:1-10 (Cantor / Congregation)

 To    /   you, O Lord,
   I lift  /  up my soul.

  My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be   /.  put to shame,
  nor let my enemies triumph   /   over me.

  Let none who look to you be   /.   put to shame;
  rather let those be put to shame  /  who are treacherous.

  Show me your   /   ways, O Lord,
  and teach /  me your paths.  

Lead me in your   /   truth and teach me,
   for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all /  the day long.

Remember, O Lord, your compas-  /    sion and love,
   for they are from   /   everlasting.  



Remember not the sins of my youth and  /   my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your 
good-   /  ness, O Lord.

You are gracious and up-    /    right, O Lord;
   therefore you teach sinners   /  in your way.

You lead the low-   /   ly in justice
   and teach the low-   /   ly your way.

  All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast   /   love and faithfulness
   to those who keep your covenant  /   and your  testimonies.  

SECOND READING Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at Thessalonica, 
Paul is exuberant with gratitude for them. In this passage from his letter, Paul 
voices overflowing thanks, joy, and blessings for the people of this growing 
church.

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel 
before our God because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we 
may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. Now 
may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 
And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and 
for all, just as we abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your 
hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  ELW  253 “He Came Down” (stz. 1 )  

1 He came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have love;
hallelujah forevermore.

GOSPEL  God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment 
abound. On that great day there will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and 
terror, but God’s people shall be given strength to stand boldly and receive 
God’s promised redemption.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 21st chapter, beginning with 
the 25th verse:



C:  (Sung) Glory to You, O Lord.

Luke 21:25-36
Jesus said: “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on 
the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the 
waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the 
world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the 
Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. Now when these 
things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing near.” Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig 
tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for 
yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see 
these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I 
tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. “Be on 
guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you 
unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the 
whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to 
escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of 
Man.”

P:  Here ends the Reading of the Gospel.
C:  (Sung) Praise to You, O Christ.

SPECIAL MUSIC   “Carol For Advent” - Besig/Price  (Sung by the TLC Choir)

MESSAGE BY PASTOR BOHDAN VADIS 

HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW 260 “The King Shall Come” 
1 The King shall come when morning dawns

and light triumphant breaks,
when beauty gilds the eastern hills
and life to joy awakes.

2 Not as of old a little child,
to bear and fight and die,
but crowned with glory like the sun
that lights the morning sky.



3 Oh, brighter than the rising morn
when Christ, victorious, rose
and left the lonesome place of death,
despite the rage of foes.

4 Oh, brighter than that glorious morn
shall dawn upon our race
the day when Christ in splendor comes,
and we shall see his face.

5 The King shall come when morning dawns
and light and beauty brings.
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray:
come quickly, King of kings.

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by 
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended 
into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL  
P: In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that 

yearn for God’s presence.                
        A brief silence.

P: God of presence and peace, strengthen your church around the globe to proclaim 
the message of your love coming to the world. Open our hearts to recognize your 
face in all people and in all of creation. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.
P: God of mighty redwoods and microscopic plants, fields and city parks, the wind 

and the waves, be a healing balm to our wounded planet. May we nurture what 
you have lovingly created. Hear us, O God.



C: Your mercy is great.
P: God of equity and compassion, bring righteousness and goodness to all peoples 

of the earth. Give a heart of discernment and integrity to leaders in our 
communities. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.
P: God of comfort and care, be present with those who watch and wait. Come to 

all who await births, deaths, divorces, new unions, new jobs, retirements, 
healing, and life transitions of every kind.  We pray for friends of our 
congregation who are unable to join our worship in person and for all who are 
sick and suffering, especially: Jane VanBenthuysen, Eileen Widmann, Fran 
White, Reid Bixler, Jay Plummer, Audrey Brengle, Charles Taylor, Norma 
Taylor, Teresa Stowinsky, Allen Stowinsky, Kathleen Bellavance, John Michel, 
Luis Mañeru, Gene Loucks, Gayle Ramsey, Tom Reiter, Larissa Thunder, Ron 
Lopez, and James Morketter. Join their prayers with ours and unite them with 
us in the body of Christ. We also pray, Lord, that you will guide and protect our 
military personnel serving in harm’s way. Shine your grace on all your saints. 
Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.
P: God of promises kept and new dreams awakened, shelter your people from 

destructive storms. We pray for those whose lives have been upended by 
natural disasters, for the work of Lutheran Disaster Response, Lutheran World 
Relief, and other relief organizations. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: For what else do the people pray
P: God of companionship and community, we give you thanks for the saints who 

journeyed with us and now abide in you. Even in distress and uncertainty, make 
us confident that your promises endure forever. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.
P: God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these 

prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.
C: Amen. 

OFFERING PRAYER:
P: God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives

to the service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this 
simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.

C: Amen.  



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING             (ELW page 144, Sung)
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise ... we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full 
of your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 
All Christians are invited by our Lord to receive His Body and Blood in the 
Eucharist. Children who have not yet received First Communion instructions 
are invited to come forward to receive a blessing, but are requested to wait with 
Communing until they have been properly instructed. If you would like to 
receive a blessing, please cross your arms across your chest.

COMMUNION HYMNS
Lamb of God (ELW page 164)

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy o us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.  Amen

ELW 438 “My Lord, What a Morning” (stz. 1, 2, 3) 
Refrain

My Lord, what a morning;
my Lord, what a morning;
oh, my Lord, what a morning,
when the stars begin to fall.



1 You will hear the trumpet sound,
to wake the nations underground,
looking to my God's right hand,
when the stars begin to fall.  Refrain

2 You will hear the sinner cry,
to wake the nations underground,
looking to my God's right hand,
when the stars begin to fall.  Refrain

3 You will hear the Christian shout,
to wake the nations underground,
looking to my God's right hand,
when the stars begin to fall.  Refrain

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power, form 

us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, through 
Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.

C: Amen. 

SENDING HYMN  ELW 248  “People, Look East”  (Stz. 1, 3, 4)
 1    People, look east. The time is near 

of the crowning of the year.
Make your house fair as you are able,
trim the hearth and set the table.
People, look east, and sing today—
Love, the Guest, is on the way.

3 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim,
one more light the bowl shall brim,
shining beyond the frosty weather,
bright as sun and moon together.
People, look east, and sing today—
Love, the Star, is on the way.

4 Angels announce with shouts of mirth
him who brings new life to earth.
Set ev'ry peak and valley humming
with the word, the Lord is coming.



People, look east, and sing today—
Love, the Lord, is on the way.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound 

in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.
C: Amen. 

THE DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Christ is near.

     C: Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE    Omited during Advent

Reader:   Judith Chapman
Ushers:   Mike & Donna George
Communion:  Judith Chapman
Coffee/Punch:  Derry & Ginny Pence
Acolyte: TBD
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