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We l c om e



Welcome to worship at tierrasantalutheranchurch  
We’re excited that you have chosen to worship with us. We encourage you to fill out 
the green visitor sheet located in the pew pocket and place it in the offering basket.
We have “Busy Bags” for kids in the narthex, and children’s bulletins are available from 
an usher. A Nursery for children 3 and under is at the west end of the hallway.

Jeremiah’s promise of the execution of “justice and righteousness in the land” finds 
ironic fulfillment in the execution of Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews. It appears 
utterly contradictory that a king should be crucified with a criminal. This victory appears 
for all the world as humiliating defeat. Yet through the gate of death Jesus opens the 
door to paradise.

PRESERVICE  (Piano)

HANDBELL PRELUDE   "O Worship The King" -  Linker/McFadden
Copyright 1997 Beckenhorst

  
WELCOME TO WORSHIP  BY PASTOR BOHDAN VADIS

THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

(a moment of silence for self-examination) 
P:  Faithful God,
C: you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from your paths.

We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression and do not embrace the 
freedom of your faithful promises. We ignore our neighbors. We exploit the 
earth. We reject your abundance, trusting our impulses instead of your 
steadfast love. Repair our relationships, restore what we have broken, 
renew our hearts, and bring us to new life. Amen.

P: Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you, ☩ in Christ Jesus your sins 
are forgiven, and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free.

C: Amen.



GATHERING HYMN  ELW  634 “All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name!” (Stz. 1, 2, 3)
1 All hail the pow'r of Jesus' name!

Let angels prostrate fall;
bring forth the royal diadem
and crown him Lord of all.
Bring forth the royal diadem
and crown him Lord of all.

2 O seed of Israel's chosen race
now ransomed from the fall,
hail him who saves you by his grace
and crown him Lord of all.
Hail him who saves you by his grace
and crown him Lord of all.

3 Hail him, you heirs of David's line,
whom David Lord did call
the God incarnate, man divine
and crown him Lord of all.
The God Incarnate, man divine
and crown him Lord of all.

APOSTOLIC GREETING  AND KYRIE
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all!
C: And also with you! 

KYRIE   (ELW pages 147-148, Sung)
A: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let’s pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-bring of the church of 

God, and for the unity of all, let’s pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
A: For this holy house, for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C: Amen. 



HYMN OF PRAISE    
(ELW page 149-150, Sung; Stz.1 Upper voices; Stz. 2 lower voices)

Refrain (Cantor)
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

1. Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of 
God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are 
his.

Refrain (all)
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

2. Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.

Final Refrain (all)
This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his 
reign.  Alleluia. Alleluia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray together:
C: O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is 

unending joy. We worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for 
your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, and make this world into a fit 
habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING Today’s reading builds on the common, ancient, Near Eastern 
metaphor of the king as shepherd. Judah’s unjust rulers have caused their 
people, their “flock” to be scattered. Nevertheless, the Lord will raise up a new 
and righteous shepherd who will rule a restored Judah. 

Jeremiah 23:1-6
Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says 
the Lord. Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the 
shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, 
and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will 
attend to you for your evil doings, says the Lord. Then I myself will gather the 



remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will 
bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. I will raise 
up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any 
longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord. The days are 
surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous 
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice 
and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will 
live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: "The Lord is our 
righteousness."

ANTHEM  “Glory to the King of Kings” - Thompson  (Choir)
Copyright 1965 Lorenz Publishing  

SECOND READING An early Christian hymn praises the mystery of the political, 
personal, and mystical Christ, the one who was present at creation and is 
eternally reigning with God. 

Colossians 1:11-20
May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, 
and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving 
thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the 
saints in the light. He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred 
us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins. He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 
creation; for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible 
and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have 
been created through him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him 
all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in 
everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through 
him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in 
heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (ELW Page 151, sung)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.   Alleluia.

GOSPEL  Amid scoffing and slander from those who sarcastically call him Messiah and 
king, Jesus reveals that to be Messiah and king is to give one’s life for others. 
Here he uses his power to welcome a despised sinner to paradise but puts his 
own death into God’s hands. 



P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 23rd chapter, beginning with the 
33rd verse.

C:  (Sung) Glory to You, O Lord.

Luke 23:33-43
When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there 
with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, "Father, 
forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing." And they cast lots to 
divide his clothing. And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at 
him, saying, "He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, 
his chosen one!" The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour 
wine, and saying, "If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!" There was also 
an inscription over him, "This is the King of the Jews." One of the criminals who 
were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, "Are you not the Messiah? Save 
yourself and us!" But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do you not fear God, since 
you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been 
condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man 
has done nothing wrong." Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come 
into your kingdom." He replied, "Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 
Paradise."

P: Here ends the Reading of the Gospel.
C: (Sung) Praise to You, O Christ.

SPECIAL MUSIC   “Thou Art Holy” - Courtney (Sung by the choir)
Copyright 2002 Beckenhorst 

MESSAGE BY PASTOR BODHAN VADIS 

HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW 838 “Beautiful Savior”
1 Beautiful Savior,

King of creation,
Son of God and Son of Man!
Truly I'd love thee,
truly I'd serve thee,
light of my soul, my joy, my crown.

2 Fair are the meadows,
fair are the woodlands,
robed in flow'rs of blooming spring;
Jesus is fairer,
Jesus is purer,



he makes our sorrowing spirit sing.

3 Fair is the sunshine,
fair is the moonlight,
bright the sparkling stars on high;
Jesus shines brighter,
Jesus shines purer
than all the angels in the sky.

4 Beautiful Savior,
Lord of the nations,
Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor,
praise, adoration,
now and forevermore be thine!

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by 
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended 
into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL  
P: Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all 

who are in need.
 A brief silence.
P: We pray for the church in the world, its leaders, and its mission to share the good 

news of healing and restoration. Inspire us to embody the beloved community in 
ways that faithfully witness to the Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.



P: We pray for the trembling mountains and glad streams of creation. Preserve and 
renew your coastlines, deep seas, forests, and grasslands. Guide all who tend 
flocks or care for creatures of all kinds. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.
P: We pray for leaders and advocates in government, civic life, and public safety. 

Support equity across the globe, and heal division with accountability and truth. 
Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.
P: We pray for any who are hungry, living in poverty or desperation, weary in body or 

spirit, or sick, especially Reid Bixler, Barbara Berg, Anita Vadis, Brandi Vadis, 
James Vadis, Marianne d’Arnaud, Ellen Mize, Frank Fogg, Suzanne Till, Carol 
Bergdahl, Mike George, Diane Raines, Kathy Kelly and Anastasia Balmaceda. 
Comfort all in need of your tender care. Lord, please guide and protect our military 
personnel serving in harm’s way. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great.
P: We pray for this part of the body of Christ gathered around word and sacrament. 

Bring us into authentic community where all ages are valued and experience 
God’s faithfulness together. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.
P: For what else do the people pray?  Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: We give thanks for all who have died in faith. May we remember them 

faithfully until we are gathered with you in the paradise you promise. Hear us, O 
God.

C: Your mercy is great.
P: We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and 

unyielding love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen. 

MISSION MOMENT ON REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR - Linda Moeller
MISSION MOMENT ON SOCIAL MEDIA TEAM - Sandra Taylor

OFFERING HYMN   ELW 858 “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” (Stz. 1, 4)
1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!

O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation!



Let all who hear now to his temple draw near,
joining in glad adoration!

4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him!
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him!
Let the amen sound from his people again.
Gladly forever adore him!

CHILDREN’S OFFERING - Maasai 1-2-1- School Empowering Maasai Youth
Through Education. Helping them build a future. We’re partnering with a Maasai 
community in Tanzania to create a quality school that is a road to hope and a 
future for the Maasai.

OFFERING PRAYER 
P: God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill them 

with good things. Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. Nourish us 
with the abundance of your feast and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus 
Christ our Savior, now and forever.

C: Amen. 

 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING             (ELW page 152, sung)
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise ... we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

(Sung)
C: Holy, holy, holy, Lord. Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth 

are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.



DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 
All Christians are invited by our Lord to receive His Body and Blood in the 
Eucharist. Children who have not yet received First Communion instructions 
are invited to come forward to receive a blessing, but are requested to wait 
with Communing until they have been properly instructed. If you would like to 
receive a blessing, please cross your arms across your chest. Wine is in the 
gold chalice and grape juice is in the pottery chalice.  

COMMUNION MUSIC   
ELW 616 “Jesus Remember Me” (Repeat 2x)

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
Text: Luke 23:42; Taizé CommunityText © 1981 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. 
Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

ELW  471  “Let Us Break Bread Together”
1 Let us break bread together on our knees;

let us break bread together on our knees.

Refrain
When I fall on my knees,
with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.

2 Let us drink wine together on our knees;
let us drink wine together on our knees.  Refrain

3 Let us praise God together on our knees;
let us praise God together on our knees.  Refrain

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with the bread of 

heaven that gives life to the world. Strengthened by the body and blood of your 
Son, send us out to gather your good gifts for all who hunger and thirst,
and embolden us to love and serve in Christ’s name.

C:  Amen. 

THE BENEDICTION
P: The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you,

and God the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. The holy Trinity 
bless you ☩ and grant you a faithful and courageous heart now and 
forever.



C: Amen. 

SENDING HYMN  ELW 855 “Crown Him with Many Crowns” (Stz. 1, 4)
1 Crown him with many crowns,

the Lamb upon his throne;
hark, how the heav'nly anthem drowns
all music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing
of him who died for thee,
and hail him as thy matchless king
through all eternity.

4 Crown him the Lord of life,
who triumphed o'er the grave
and rose victorious in the strife
for those he came to save.
His glories now we sing,
who died and rose on high,
who died, eternal life to bring,
and lives that death may die.

THE DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Share the harvest.
C: Thanks be to God.  

HANDBELL POSTLUDE    “Terra Beata”- Wagner 
Copyright 1980 Beckenhorst Press

 

 



Reader: Judith Chapman
Ushers:  Mike & Donna George
Communion:  Judith Chapman
Altar:  Donna George
Coffee: Jo Vroman
Nursery:  Isabelle Villa, Iris Villa
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