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Welcome to worship at  tierrasantalutheranchurch  
Today’s readings reflect two of the strains that go into the celebration of a 
national day of thanksgiving: gratitude for abundant harvest (Joel) and civic 
prayer for a peaceable common life (1 Timothy). The core meaning of 
Thanksgiving for many of us—a home feast for extended family and friends—is 
not reflected in the readings; but it is reflected weekly in the church’s meal of 
thanksgiving (eucharist). What we wish for both these thanksgiving meals is that 
they will go deeper than celebration of one another and our own blessings, to 
recognize in our true Host one who wants everyone brought to the table. 

  
PRESERVICE “God Of Our Fathers” - Organ

PRELUDE Thanksgiving “Carols”
  ALL: (sung)

God bless our native land;
Firm may it ever stand
Through storm and night.
When the wild tempests rave,
Ruler of wind and wave
Do thou our country save
By thy great might.

O beautiful for spacious skies, For amber waves of grain,
For purple mountain majesties  Above the fruited plain!
America!  America!  God shed his grace on thee,
And crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining 
sea.                                         

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: Holy God, mighty Lord, we give you thanks, for you nourish and sustain us 

and all living things with the gift of water. In the beginning your Spirit moved 
over the waters, and you created heaven and earth.  By the waters of the 
flood you saved Noah and his family. You led Israel through the sea out of 
slavery into the promised land.  In the waters of the Jordan your Son was 
baptized by John and anointed with the Spirit. By the baptism of his death 



and resurrection your Son set us free from sin and death and opened the 
way to everlasting life.  We give you thanks, O God, that you have given us 
new life in the water of baptism. Buried with Christ in his death, you raise us 
to share in his resurrection by the power of the Holy Spirit. Through it we are 
united to your saints of every time and place who proclaim your reign and 
surround our steps as we journey toward the new and eternal Jerusalem. 
May all who have passed through the waters of baptism continue in the 
risen life of our Savior.  To you be all honor and glory, now and forever.

C: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN                                           “We Gather Together”       
We gather together to ask the Lord's blessing; 
He chastens and hastens his will to make known;
The wicked oppressing now cease from distressing,
Sing praises to his Name:  he forgets not his own.

Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining,
Ordaining, maintaining his Kingdom divine;
So from the beginning the fight we were winning:
Thou, Lord, wast at our side,  all glory be thine!

Piano Interlude

   We all do extol thee, thou leader triumphant,
      And pray that thou still our defender wilt be.
      Let thy congregation escape tribulation:
      Thy name be ever praised!  O Lord, make us free!

APOSTOLIC GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray:
C: Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness comes to us new 

every day. By the work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your 
goodness, give thanks for your benefits, and serve you in willing 
obedience, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.

FIRST READING   The prophet Joel understood that a locust plague that ravaged 
the land of Judah was God’s judgment on the people, whom he then called to 
repentance. Today’s reading points beyond the judgment to a time when God 
will bless the land and cause it to produce food in abundance.



                           
Joel 2:21-27

Do not fear, O soil;  be glad and rejoice,  for the Lord has done great things! 
Do not fear, you animals of the field,   for the pastures of the wilderness are 
green; the tree bears its fruit,  the fig tree and vine give their full yield. 
O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the Lord your God; for he has given 
the early rain for your vindication,  he has poured down for you abundant rain, 
the early and the later rain, as before. The threshing floors shall be full of 
grain, the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. I will repay you for the years 
that the swarming locust has eaten,  the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, 
my great army, which I sent against you. You shall eat in plenty and be 
satisfied, and praise the name of the Lord your God, who has dealt wondrously 
with you. And my people shall never again be put to shame. You shall know 
that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I, the Lord, am your God and there is 
no other. And my people shall never again be put to shame.

SECOND READING  Christians are encouraged to offer prayers and thanks for all 
people, including rulers. We offer such inclusive, far-reaching prayers 
because God desires to save all people.     

                 
1 Timothy 2:1-7

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be made for everyone, for kings and all who are in high positions, 
so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. This 
is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires everyone to 
be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God;  there 
is also one mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself 
human, who gave himself a ransom for all —this was attested at the right time.  
For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not 
lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.

HOLY GOSPEL  In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus taught his disciples about the 
providence of God so that they would regard life with thanksgiving and trust 
rather than anxiety.

Matthew 6:25-33

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 6th chapter, beginning with the 
25th verse.

     C:  (Spoken) Glory to You, O Lord.
Jesus said,  “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or 
what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than 



food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither 
sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. 
Are you not of more value than they? And can any of you by worrying add a 
single hour to your span of life?  And why do you worry about clothing? Consider 
the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even 
Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes 
the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, 
will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? Therefore do not worry, 
saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ For it 
is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father 
knows that you need all these things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”

      P:  The Gospel of the Lord.
      C:  (Spoken) Praise to You, O Christ. 

SPECIAL CHORAL MUSIC     “For The Beauty of the Earth” by Rutter
Copyright 1980 Hinshaw Music Press

MESSAGE BY PASTOR BOHDAN VADIS

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 693 - “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” (stz. 1 & 4) 
1 Come, ye thankful people, come;

raise the song of harvest home.
All be safely gathered in
ere the winter storms begin.
God, our maker, doth provide
for our wants to be supplied.
Come to God's own temple, come,
raise the song of harvest home.

4 Even so, Lord, quickly come
to thy final harvest home.
Gather then thy people in,
free from sorrow, free from sin,
there, forever purified,
in thy garner to abide.
Come, with all thine angels, come,
raise the glorious harvest home!

CONFESSION OF FAITH
(The first article of the Apostle’s Creed with Luther’s explanation from



 “The Small Catechism”)
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
P:  What does this mean?
C: I believe that God has created me and all that exists.  He has given me 

and still preserves my body and soul with all their powers. He provides 
me with food and clothing, home and family, daily work, and all I need 
from day to day.  God also protects me in time of danger and guards me 
from every evil. All this he does out of fatherly and divine goodness and 
mercy, though I do not deserve it. Therefore I surely ought to thank and 
praise, serve, and obey him. This is most certainly true.

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
A: United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared world.

(A brief silence)

A: We give thanks for the church in every land. Sustain the faithful with your living 
word. Inspire radical hospitality toward all who are searching, and call us into a 
more generous way of living. Lord, in your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.
A: We give thanks for the earth. Bring forth plentiful harvests and renew our 

commitment to share abundantly. Preserve the lands and waters that bring 
nourishment. Lord, in your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.
A: We give thanks for leaders in our communities. Kindle a passion for justice 

and peace in every national and local elected official. Curb selfish impulses 
and guide us toward collaborative solutions. Lord, in your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.
A: We give thanks for all who provide for others. Sustain caregivers, social 

workers, and volunteers in their efforts. Provide homes, food, employment, 
and medical care to all who are struggling. Lord, in your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.
A: We give thanks for this congregation and those who plan worship. Guide 

deacons, pastors, musicians, and lay leaders in their creation of meaningful 
experiences. Instill in us a sense of joy and wonder when we come to worship 
you. Lord, in your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: And for what else to the people pray:
A: We give thanks for the faithful who now rest in you. Teach us by their example 

and bring us with them into your loving embrace. God, you give a feast of 
endless thanksgiving. We are grateful for the saints gathered at your table who 



have gone before us. Unite us with them whenever we give thanks to you.  
And we pray especially for Fran White, Reid Bixler, Charles Taylor, Kathleen 
Bellavance, Gene Loucks, James Vadis, Jim Allison, Suzanne Till, Derry 
Pence, and Ann Holler. We also pray, Lord, that you will guide and protect our 
military personnel serving in harms way.

A: Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen.  

THE OFFERTORY HYMN    (Tune: “O Perfect Love”)
ALL: O Jesus Christ, may grateful hymns be rising

In ev'ry city for your love and care;
Inspire our worship, grant the glad surprising
That your blest Spirit rouses ev'rywhere.   

            
Grant us new courage, sacrificial, humble,
Strong in your strength to venture and to dare,
To lift the fallen, guide the feet that stumble,
Seek out the lonely, and God's mercy share.         

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER             (prayed together)
P: Let us pray:
C: you give us all we are, all we have, all we bring, and all we need. Draw 

us together around your table with all your saints on earth and in your 
eternal home. Let us eat and drink your promise of new life, that we 
might be your promise to the world, spoken in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me. Father, we are thankful 
for the new covenant, whereby your Holy Spirit has written your Law on the 
tablets of our hearts, whereby the Spirit of Christ has filled our hearts with your 
love and united us together in one body. It is that same Spirit who cries out to 
you: Abba, Father! Therefore we pray together, saying,



C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time 
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours, now and forever.  Amen.

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT
All Christians are invited by our Lord to receive His Body and Blood in the 
Eucharist. Children who have not yet received First Communion instructions are 
invited to come forward to receive a blessing, but are requested to wait with 
Communing until they have been properly instructed. If you would like to receive 
a blessing, please cross your arms across your chest. For those who would like 
to take Communion by drinking from the chalice, the last gathering around the 
Communion table will be for those who would like to drink from the common cup.

THE COMMUNION MUSIC       
SOLO: “Bless This House” - Brahe (JoAnn Saenz, soloist)  
HYMN:  (Tune: "For the Beauty of the Earth”)

Praise to God, immortal praise,
For the love that crowns our days;
Bounteous Source of ev'ry joy,
Let Thy praise our tongues employ.
All to Thee, Our God, we owe,
Source whence all our blessings flow.

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER    (prayed together)
C: Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his 
body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with 
the power of his endless life, now and forever.  Amen.

        
P: And now, O Lord, we lift our hearts and voices in a hymn of praise, for all     

              blessings come from you and we thank you for your good gifts!

                  (All stand and face the exit as the cross passes)

THE RECESSIONAL HYMN  
ALL: Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voices,

Who wondrous things has done, in whom his world rejoices;
Who, from our mothers' arms, has blest us on our way
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.



All praise and thanks to God  the Father now be given,
The Son, and him who reigns with them in highest heaven,
The one eternal God, whom earth and heav'n adore;
For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore!

THE BENEDICTION  

THE DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav'nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!      Amen.

THE DISMISSAL 
P:         Go in peace!  Serve the Lord!
C:        Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE HYMN “God Bless America"
 ALL:   God bless America, land that I love. Stand beside her and guide her

Thru the night with a light from above.
From the mountains to the prairies, to the oceans white with foam.
God bless America, my home sweet home!
God bless America, my home sweet home!
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