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Welcome to worship at tierrasantalutheranchurch  
We’re excited that you have chosen to worship with us. We encourage you to fill out 
the green visitor sheet located in the pew pocket and place it in the offering basket.
Take-Home Busy Bags for kids and children’s bulletins are available from an usher. A 
Nursery for children 3 and under is at the west end of the hallway.

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in 
order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good 
news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-
transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission.

PRESERVICE MUSIC    (Piano)
 
HANDBELL PRELUDE  “My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less” - Kerr

Copyright 1999 Morningstar

WELCOME TO WORSHIP BY  PASTOR BOHDAN VADIS

THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper.
C: Amen.
P: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another.
(a moment of silence for self-examination) 

P:  Merciful and loving God,
C: we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. We grumble 

about your grace to others. We turn away from the poor. Have mercy on us 
and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been 
found. Amen.

P: Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into the 
world to save sinners. You who were lost have been found. In the name of ☩ 
Jesus, your sins are forgiven!

C: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN  
ELW 504 “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”  (Ever Aguilar, Trumpet, & Handbells)

1 A mighty fortress is our God,
a sword and shield victorious;



he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod
and wins salvation glorious.
The old satanic foe
has sworn to work us woe!
With craft and dreadful might 
he arms himself to fight.
On earth he has no equal.

2 No strength of ours can match his might!
We would be lost, rejected.
But now a champion comes to fight,
whom God himself elected.
You ask who this may be?
The Lord of hosts is he!
Christ Jesus, mighty Lord,
God's only Son, adored.
He holds the field victorious.

3 Though hordes of devils fill the land
all threat'ning to devour us,
we tremble not, unmoved we stand;
they cannot overpow'r us.
Let this world's tyrant rage;
in battle we'll engage!
His might is doomed to fail;
God's judgment must prevail!
One little word subdues him.

4 God's Word forever shall abide,
no thanks to foes, who fear it;
for God himself fights by our side
with weapons of the Spirit.
Were they to take our house,
goods, honor, child, or spouse,
though life be wrenched away,
they cannot win the day. 
The kingdom's ours forever!       
Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of WorshipText © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. 
Augsburg Fortress. 

APOSTOLIC GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all!



C: And also with you! 

HYMN OF PRAISE  (with Trumpet)
(ELW page 149-150, Sung; Stz.1 Upper voices; Stz. 2 lower voices)

Refrain 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

1. Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of 
God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are 
his.

Refrain
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

2. Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.

Final Refrain
This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his 
reign.  Alleluia. Alleluia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray together:
C: Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit 

renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your 
faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort 
them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, 
and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

FIRST READING The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old 
covenant it will expect the people to live upright lives. To know the Lord 
means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). 
The renewed covenant is possible only because the Lord will forgive iniquity 
and not remember sin. Our hope  lies in a God who forgets. 

Jeremiah 31:31-34
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant 
that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them 



out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their 
husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with the 
house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, 
and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my 
people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, "Know 
the Lord," for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, 
says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

               
PSALM 46 

"God Is Our Refuge And Strength"- Pote (Sung by the choir, with Trumpet)
            1986 Hope publishing

 
SECOND READING Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther 

and the other Reformation leaders. No human beings make themselves right 
with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with 
God through the divine activity entered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of 
grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 

Romans 3:19-28
Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the 
law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held 
accountable to God. For "no human being will be justified in his sight" by deeds 
prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. But 
now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is 
attested by the law and the prophets, the righteousness of God through faith in 
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, since all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are now justified by his grace as 
a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as 
a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to 
show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over 
the sins previously committed; it was to prove at the present time that he 
himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. Then 
what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, 
but by the law of faith. For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from 
works prescribed by the law.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     (ELW page 151, sung)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia.



GOSPEL  Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his 
word. He reveals the truth that sets people free from sin.    

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 8th chapter, beginning with the 
31st verse.

C: (Sung) Glory to You, O Lord.

John 8:31-36
Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my 
word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth 
will make you free." They answered him, "We are descendants of Abraham 
and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You 
will be made free'?" Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone 
who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not have a permanent 
place in the household; the son has a place there forever. So if the Son 
makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

P: Here ends the Reading of the Gospel.
C: (Sung) Praise to You, O Christ.

SPECIAL MUSIC  “One Faith, One Hope, One Lord”- Courtney (with Trumpet)
1989 Sacred Music Press

MESSAGE BY  PASTOR BOHDAN VADIS

HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW 652   “Built on a Rock” (Stz. 1, 3, 4, 5)
1 Built on a rock the church shall stand,

even when steeples are falling;
crumbled have spires in ev'ry land,
bells still are chiming and calling—
calling the young and old to rest,
calling the souls of those distressed,
longing for life everlasting.

3 Christ builds a house of living stones:
we are his own habitation;
he fills our hearts, his humble thrones,
granting us life and salvation.
Where two or three will seek his face,
he in their midst will show his grace,
blessings upon them bestowing.



4 Yet in this house, an earthly frame,
Jesus the children is blessing;
hither we come to praise his name,
faith in our Savior confessing.
Jesus to us his Spirit sent,
making with us his covenant,
granting his children the kingdom.

5 Through all the passing years, O Lord,
grant that, when church bells are ringing,
many may come to hear your Word,
who here this promise is bringing:
"I know my own, my own know me;
you, not the world, my face shall see;
my peace I leave with you. Amen."
Text: Nicolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Carl Doving, 1867-1937, adapt.
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

 
APOSTLES’ CREED

C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended 
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 
come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
P: Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 

creation.  
A brief silence.

P: Free your church, O God, with grace, mercy, and love to be transformed by your 
word. Direct your church to be united in word and deed so that all creation knows 
the uniting and transforming power of the gospel. God of grace,

C: receive our prayer.



P: Renew creation, O God, so that all living creatures thrive together. Guide those 
who work to restore and renew creation. Preserve and care for endangered 
species throughout the world. God of grace,

C: receive our prayer. 
P: Bring peace among the nations, O God, so violence and terror are not the norm 

on your earth. Inspire leaders of communities to work for peace and justice. Unite 
our politicians with a common mission and purpose. God of grace,

C: receive our prayer.
P: Heal all who suffer, O God, and bring them peace. Draw near to people who are 

incarcerated. Give hope to people experiencing housing or employment 
insecurity, oppression, or discrimination. Heal those who are ill, especially Reid 
Bixler, Barbara Berg, James Vadis, Anita Vadis, Brandi Vadis, Marianne d’Arnaud, 
Ellen Mize, Frank Fogg, Suzanne Till, Carol Bergdahl, Mike George, Carol Sobek, 
Diane Raines, and Kathy Kelly. Be our stronghold at all times. Lord, please guide 
and protect our military personnel serving in harm’s way. God of grace,

C: receive our prayer. 
P: Forgive us our sins, O God, and grant us your grace. Move us to understanding 

and reconciliation between people of other faiths and other Christian traditions in 
our community. Mend hurt feelings and heal wounds we have caused one 
another. God of grace,

C: receive our prayer. 
P: For what else do the people pray?  God of grace,
C: receive our prayer.
P: We give you thanks, O God, for the life and witness of all your saints. Give us 

hope in your son’s victory through the cross. God of grace,
C: receive our prayer.
P: We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen. 

OFFERTORY HYMN  ELW 511 “Thy Strong Word” (Stz.1) 
1 Thy strong word did cleave the darkness;

at thy speaking it was done.
For created light we thank thee,
while thine ordered seasons run.
Alleluia! Alleluia!



Praise to thee who light dost send!
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluia without end!

 
CHILDREN’S OFFERING - Maasai 1-2-1- School Empowering Maasai Youth

Through Education. Helping them build a future. We’re partnering with a Maasai 
community in Tanzania to create a quality school that is a road to hope and a 
future for the Maasai.

OFFERTORY PRAYER          	 	  
P: Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.

Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, 
who richly provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all 
who are suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen. 

 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING             (ELW page 152-153 sung)
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise ... we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

(Sung, with Trumpet)
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might: Heav’n and 

earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 



THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT
All Christians are invited by our Lord to receive His Body and Blood in the 
Eucharist. Children who have not yet received First Communion instructions 
are invited to come forward to receive a blessing, but are requested to wait 
with Communing until they have been properly instructed. If you would like to 
receive a blessing, please cross your arms across your chest. Wine is in the 
gold chalice and grape juice is in the pottery chalice. 

COMMUNION MUSIC  ELW 515  “Break Now the Bread of Life”
1 Break now the bread of life,

dear Lord, to me,
as once you broke the loaves beside the sea.
Beyond the sacred page
I seek you, Lord;
my spirit waits for you,
O living Word.

2 Bless your own word of truth,
dear Lord, to me,
as when you blessed the bread by Galilee.
Then shall all bondage cease,
all fetters fall;
and I shall find my peace,
my All-in-All!

3 You are the bread of life,
dear Lord, to me,
your holy word the truth that rescues me.
Give me to eat and live
with you above;
teach me to love your truth,
for you are love.

HYMN  ELW 501  “Come with Us, O Blessed Jesus
Come with us, O blessed Jesus,
with us evermore to be.
And, in leaving now thine altar,
let us nevermore leave thee!
Let thy bright celestial chorus
never cease the heav'nly strain;



but in us, thy loving children,
come with peace, good will to reign.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER   
P: O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be 

your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in 
need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen. 

THE BENEDICTION
P: The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to 

the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, ☩ bless you now and forever.
C: Amen. 

SENDING HYMN  
ELW 654  “The Church's One Foundation” (Stz. 1, 4, 5, with Trumpet & Handbells)
1 The church's one foundation

is Jesus Christ, her Lord;
she is his new creation
by water and the word.
From heav'n he came and sought her
to be his holy bride;
with his own blood he bought her,
and for her life he died.

4 Through toil and tribulation
and tumult of her war,
she waits the consummation
of peace forevermore;
till with the vision glorious
her longing eyes are blest,
and the great church victorious
shall be the church at rest.

5 Yet she on earth has union
with God, the Three in One,
and mystic sweet communion
with those whose rest is won.
Oh, blessed heav'nly chorus!
Lord, save us by your grace,



that we, like saints before us,
may see you face to face.

THE DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
C: Thanks be to God.  

HANDBELL POSTLUDE   “Praise To The Lord, The Almighty” arr. Leckie 
Copyright 1998 SoundForth Music

                                       † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † †  

Worship Assistants
Reader: Judith Chapman;  Ushers:  Donna George; Communion: Judith 
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Technician: Amy Hall; Sextons: Sam Irons, Aaron Russell; TLC Pre School 
Director: Melissa Vargas.
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