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FOREWORD 

 

Growing spiritually is growing in faith and confidence in the 

God of the Bible.  Spiritual growth is not primarily about 

becoming smarter or even more obedient.  Spiritual growth 

is primarily about growing in our trust—which involves 

learning more of who God is (knowledge) and living it out 

(obedience).   Bible knowledge makes you proud.  Trust 

makes you dependent.   When your faith takes a hit, your 

entire worldview (the way you process life) takes a hit.   This 

writing effort is designed to allow you to better understand 

and know the God of the Bible in order that you may trust 

him more.   

It’s both foolhardy and dangerous to embark on pastoral 

work all by yourself.  That’s why Jesus sent his disciples out 

two by two, and that’s why all the mission imperatives in 

the New Testament are in the plural.  And that’s why I’ve 

invited the staff of First Baptist Leander to help me pass 

along some of the wisdom and insight they’ve learned 

from the Scriptures. 

This publication is the first of a series of four books written 

and edited; highlighting fifty-two of my favorite and most 
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life-changing Scriptures.  It was a long time in gestation.  In 

many ways it’s been a lifetime in development.  But rest 

assured, now that you’ve opened the cover, you can be 

sure that it was written just for you. 

In these pages, we declare to you that the clarity (or 

perspicuity) of Scripture is clear and understandable, and 

that the Bible itself can be properly interpreted in a normal, 

literal sense and has historically been a cornerstone of 

evangelical belief ever since the Reformation.  

Our belief is that the Bible itself is inherently clear, and that 

God was able to communicate His message to men in an 

understandable fashion.  

As Luther explained to Erasmus: 

But, if many things still remain abstruse to many, this does 

not arise from obscurity in the Scriptures, but from [our] 

own blindness or want [i.e. lack] of understanding, who 

do not go the way to see the all-perfect clearness of 

truth. . . . Let, therefore, wretched men cease to impute, 

with blasphemous perverseness, the darkness and 

obscurity of their own heart to the all-clear Scriptures of 

God. . . . If you speak of the internal clearness, no man 

sees one iota in the Scriptures but he that hath the Spirit of 
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God. . . . If you speak of the external clearness, nothing 

whatever is left obscure or ambiguous; but all things that 

are in the Scriptures, are by the Word brought forth into 

the clearest light, and proclaimed to the whole world. 

(Bondage of the Will, 25-29) 

Though you may not always find perfect agreement: The 

Word of God was revealed in an understandable way, its 

central message is clear, (because it is clear) all men are 

fully accountable to its message. 

These Scriptures will help you interpret and know and trust 

the God of the Bible.  The journey is not about being a 

good person.  It’s about building great faith to trust God 

more and more in every circumstance of your life.  In that, 

God the Father is most honored.  And our lives are so much 

the better!  Enjoy the journey! 

 

Pastor Tim C. Moore 

Senior Pastor FBC Leander 
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WEEK 1- ADORATION: RECOGNIZING 

GOD FOR WHO HE IS 

Psalm 103:1-5 

A Psalm of David. 

1. Bless the LORD, O my soul; 

And all that is within me, bless His holy name!  

2. Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

And forget not all His benefits: 

3. Who forgives all your iniquities, 

Who heals all your diseases, 

4. Who redeems your life from destruction, 

Who crowns you with lovingkindness and tender 

mercies, 

5. Who satisfies your mouth with good things, 

So that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 

 

David writes, “Bless the Lord.” For the average Christian, 

blessing the Lord is foreign, even heresy to many. Many 

Christians believe that the Lord alone can give blessings. 

Humans cannot possibly bless Him. After all, why would He 

 

CAN A HUMAN BEING BLESS GOD OR IS IT ONLY 

GOD WHO BLESSES? 
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need our blessing? He is the Creator of the universe. 

Nevertheless, David says that we should bless Him.  

God loves His children. I don’t know about you, but when 

my children tell me they love me, or are proud of me, or 

give me any praise whether publicly or in private, my heart 

is overwhelmed. I believe God feels the same. The blessing 

we give God could not possibly be something He needs, so 

why do it? Because it is something He desires.  

David not only advocates blessing God, He says to do it 

with every fiber of our being. With our innermost part, we 

should bless the Lord. He also outlines a few reasons we 

should bless or give praise to God.  

Verse 2 says, “And forget not all His benefits: . . .” The 

Twenty-first Century church is guilty of forgetting His 

benefits. In fact, it may be more specific to say that church 

has skewed His benefits to sooth the flesh rather than to 

seek the Spirit.   

 

ARE RICHES A BAD THING? 
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God’s benefits go far beyond the benefits that are told in 

most pulpits. Jesus said, “Do not lay up for yourselves 

treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 

thieves break in and steal; ‘but lay up for yourselves 

treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys 

and where thieves do not break in and steal. ‘For where 

your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 

6:19-21) 

It would seem, this could not be said any plainer. Even so, 

preachers continue to promise material riches beyond 

imagination if one will simply come to Jesus. Truly, the 

blessings of God go so much farther than the temporary 

blessings of this life, it cannot be described. Furthermore, 

most do not recognize that a life of contentment far 

exceeds the life of the flesh. 

I am not saying that there is anything wrong with being 

blessed materially. But the Bible makes it clear that one 

should seek God first, and He will add the blessings that He 

would have for you. Chances are, His plan far exceeds any 

meager goals you have planned for yourself.   

Verse 3a says, “Who forgives iniquities?” The word 

“iniquities” goes much deeper than the act of sin alone. 
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God forgive the propensity man has for sin. The very 

depravity of Man is forgiven by God. Even thousands of 

years before Christ, God was already in the forgiving 

business. 

The truth is, the Old Testament is not about a vengeful God 

who was seeking to punish those who crossed Him He was 

a loving God who sought every opportunity to show His 

love for His children. If God has been the God of revenge 

that most try to portray Him of, He would have wiped Man 

out after Adam and Eve sinned in the garden. He had 

every right to do so. He blessed them more than any of us 

could possibly imagine, yet they turned on Him and 

rejected His grace and love.  

But, instead of eradicating us, He clothed us and taught us 

to live on our own. He nurtured us and then guided us ever 

step of the way. He does that still today.  

Most spit in His face, deny Him, curse Him, and use Him. 

Nevertheless, He shows us His love each and every day. He 

continuously seeks out those who run from Him and awaits 

even the slightest inkling that they might turn to Him. He 

then runs to them to lift them into His arms.   
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Do not forget, the plan He had for salvation for His children 

did not start when Jesus died on the cross and was raised 

to life. No! His plan began at the beginning of the creation 

of his beloved. His plan began because He knew of our 

lack the day we were created. In spite of that knowledge, 

He not only let us live, but created us in the first place. 

Neither Adam nor Eve surprised God with there sin; He was 

ready for them with a plan of salvation that covers those 

who accept Him through the sacrifice of Jesus to this very 

day. 

Verse 3b reminds us that we can be healed. It says, “Who 

heals all your diseases, . . .” Remember, the doctors are 

simply mechanics and technicians, God is the healer. It is 

God who closes the skin after you have been stitched, it is 

God who heals the broken bone after it has been set, it is 

God who mends the heart after surgery and the list is 

infinite. God is the Creator, it is He, and He alone, who 

heals.   

 

 

PREVIOUS TO JESUS COULD PEOPLE BE SAVED? 
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Verse 4 says, “Who redeems your life from destruction, who 

crowns you with lovingkindness and tender mercies . . .”  

John 10:10 says: 

“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, 

and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, 

and that they may have it more abundantly.” That 

abundant life is not referring to cars and houses and 

bank accounts. It is referring to the abundant life of 

peace through a loving God. Satan comes for 

destruction, but David writes, “Who redeems your life 

from destruction . . .” 

Amazingly, unknowingly, David is referring to the 

redemption of Jesus. The blood of the sacrificial Lamb, 

Jesus, had already redeemed the lost, even the lost of 

3,000; 4,000; 5000 or 6,000 years ago. David was 

prophesying of the redemption of the coming Messiah for 

every human being who ever lived or will live. 

You see, The Old Testament focused on the coming 

Messiah, Jesus, and the New Testament focuses on the 

Second Coming of the Messiah, Jesus. No matter what, the 

focus has always been on Christ. Those who accepted 

God with their heart, had accepted Jesus through their 

faith. The eleventh chapter of Hebrews makes it very clear; 
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it has always been through faith in God that salvation is 

accomplished. Salvation has always been achieved 

through belief in God’s promises; more specifically, the 

promise of salvation through the Messiah, who is Jesus 

Christ. 

The above Scripture makes it easy to see how the sacrifice 

of Jesus was retroactive. Believers have always focused on 

the Messiah. The Sadducees and Pharisees missed the 

salvation of Christ because they were never focused on 

Christ. They were always focused on themselves. The same 

thing happens today by many. They are so busy focusing 

on this busy life, they forget to focus on the most important 

One; Jesus.  

The verse goes on to say that God, “. . . crowns you with 

lovingkindness and tender mercies, . . .” Are you seeing the 

pattern? God is not a vengeful God. Rather, He is a loving 

God who seeks to “Crown you with lovingkindness and 

tender mercies . . .”  

The tender mercies are given when He crowns you with 

lovingkindness that is undeserved of sinful Man. God is a 

loving God who seeks to have and active relationship with 

His children.  



One Big Idea 

 

 

Finally, verse 5 says, “Who satisfies your mouth with good 

things, so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.” God 

is our strength. Are you feeling weary? Tell it to Jesus. Are 

you discouraged? Tell it to Jesus. Are you heavy hearted? 

Tell it to Jesus.  

God has sent His son so that we might have an advocate 

with the Father. That simply means that He has given us a 

way to have a relationship directly with Him again. He has 

given us the opportunity to live as Adam did in the Garden. 

He has given us the opportunity to talk directly to Him as 

one would to their own earthly father. 

What’s more, He will hear and will answer. He will answer in 

many ways. He answers through other brothers and sisters 

in Christ. He answers through ever changing circumstances 

that are guided only by Him. He answers in that still small 

voice that can be heard only by you. 

If you will focus on Jesus, like David, God hears your 

prayers. He hears your blessings. He heals your hurts and He 

celebrates with you in your victories. We serve a powerful, 

loving, kind, merciful and graceful God that is limited only 

by you.  
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He seeks to give you the desires of your heart, but only if 

your desires are focused on Him. We will discuss this more in 

upcoming weeks, but God wants to have a close 

relationship with those He loves and those who love Him. 

It’s up to you. Bless the Lord with all you heart, all your mind, 

all your strength and all your soul and you will discover an 

abundance that you have never imagined you can have. 
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WEEK 2 – THE KEY TO TRUE HAPPINESS 

Jeremiah 9:23-24 

Thus says the LORD: 

“Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, 

Let not the mighty man glory in his might, 

Nor let the rich man glory in his riches; 

 

But let him who glories glory in this, 

That he understands and knows Me, 

That I am the LORD, exercising lovingkindness, 

judgment, and righteousness in the earth. 

For in these I delight,” says the LORD. 

 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 says, “All Scripture is given by inspiration 

of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of 

God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every 

good work.” 

It is extremely important to know and understand that ALL 

Scripture is given by God for the Saints to be equipped for 

His work. With that understanding, it is equally important to 

understand that the writers of Scripture sometimes place 

an emphasis on the word God is giving. Jermiah 9:23-24 is 

one of those times.  
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Jeremiah was hated by kings, as well as the public, for his 

messages of doom. Unfortunately for his critics, he was 

right. He spoke the words of God to the people, but they 

rejected God’s word. It felt better to accept the message 

of Man and the false prophets rather than the truth of God.  

Truth does not always feel good, but it is always the truth. 

God’s warnings are meant to help His children, not hurt 

them. But when the message comes as reproof and 

admonition, it is all too often rejected. 

It seems as though people, including Christians, are more 

comfortable turning to the flesh rather than to the Spirit. 

As with all of Jeremiah’s prophecies, Jeremiah is giving 

more than a warning. He is giving a compassionate plea to 

understand the goodness of a loving God.  

Verse 23, “Thus says the Lord . . .” should make the reader 

“sit up” and take notice. These are very important words. 

God’s plan for His people is to bless and not to harm. He 

gives His warnings so that His children will know how to live 

for Him. If one takes His warnings to heart, one will live the 

abundant life referred to in John 10:10.  
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“Thus says the Lord” not only places emphasis on what is 

about to be said, but power and authority as well. God is 

saying, “Its time for you to heed my words to receive the 

blessings that I will give to the obedient, or, there will be 

consequences that follow.” 

“Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, let not the mighty 

man glory in his might, nor let the rich man glory in his 

riches; . . .” It is important for believers to understand and 

acknowledge that blessings come from the Lord. Too 

often, we tend to rest in our own talents or 

accomplishments. But God is the one who gives the 

increase. It is God who uses the talents He gave to us for His 

purpose. 

It is when we seek to usurp His blessings and claim them for 

our own that we are acting in disobedience to God. 

Remember in the last lesson we learned that we are to 

Bless the Lord with all of our soul; not partially nor giving 

only the parts that we want to give. Rather, all belongs to 

God. He is our Creator. It is through His grace that we are 

blessed. 
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I have heard many “Tithe Messages” referencing God 

owning all of the money and asking that only a portion is 

given back to Him. But I have heard very few messages 

referencing the same when it comes to the entirety of the 

believer’s life. God has given you the life you have. He said 

He knew us before we were in our mother’s womb (Psalm 

22:10; Jeremiah 1:5).  

 

He has a plan for your life. It is plan greater than you could 

ever imagine. But there is one proviso. You must accept 

Him and follow Him. He will not force you to follow Him. He 

will not force you to accept Him. It is your choice.  

Verse 24, “But let him who glories glory in this, that he 

understands and knows Me, that I am the LORD, exercising 

lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness in the earth. 

For in these I delight,” says the LORD.” 

God wants us to glory in Him. Once we recognize who all 

of our gifts come from, we will trust all the more.  

 

WHAT IS GOD’S PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE? 
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1 Corinthians 3:19-23 says: 

For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. 

For it is written, “He catches the wise in their own 

craftiness”; and again, “The LORD knows the 

thoughts of the wise, that they are futile.” Therefore 

let no one boast in men. For all things are yours: 

whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas, or the world or 

life or death, or things present or things to come—all 

are yours. And you are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s. 

God is not taking anything from us. In fact, He multiplies 

what we have because we are Christ’s and Christ is God. 

Did you get that. It goes back to what Jeremiah is saying, 

“But let him who glories glory in this . . . For in these I 

delight,’ says the LORD.” 

God’s glory is that we glory in Him. God’s glories are those 

who are obedient to Him and walk in His glory. Psalm 3:3 

says, “But You, O LORD, are a shield for me, my glory and 

the One who lifts up my head.”  

If these Scriptures seem obvious to you, why then do we 

glory in our own works, our own accomplishments, our own 

 

WHO OR WHAT IS GOD’S GLORY? 
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talents? Paul said that we should examine ourselves daily. 2 

Corinthians 13:5 says, “Examine yourselves as to whether 

you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know 

yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you? — unless indeed you 

are disqualified.”  

As God says through Jeremiah, “But let him who glories 

glory in this, that he understands and knows Me . . .” In 

other words, understand that we are to give God glory in 

everything we think, say, and do. We are to know where 

our help comes from. Without God we are nothing. In fact, 

it could be said that we are less than nothing. Without God 

one will live for eternity separated from God. A place that 

was created for the Devil and His angels. 

I believe God weeps every time one of His children choose 

to be separated form Him rather than to live in His 

goodness and loving-kindness for eternity. It is God’s desire 

for His children to live with Him. As with most fathers, God 

wants His children to be with Him. However, we know that 

many still choose to be apart from His graces.  

People seek “feel good” messages. 2 Timothy 4:3-4 says, 

“For the time will come when they will not endure sound 

doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they 
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have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves 

teachers; and they will turn their ears away from the truth, 

and be turned aside to fables.” 

Those days are here in full. The world does not want to hear 

the Word of God. They seek their own word. They seek their 

own truth. The day of relative truth is here, but it is a total 

deception.  

In the days of Jeremiah, people were in the flesh as well. 

They sought the “feel good” prophets. Jeremiah was not 

such a man. He was a true Man-of-God. He did not try to 

color the truth or sweeten it to make it more palatable. He 

gave the truth and if you were one who wanted the truth, 

you took heed. But if you were seeking your own flesh, you 

rejected his message. 

The same happens today. Many hear the truth, but it does 

not fit their agenda/lifestyle. Thus, absolute truth is rejected 

and replaced with relative truth.  

It is the job of the believer to seek the total truth of the Lord; 

not wavering or willing to compromise. Seek God and pray 

for His wisdom.  
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That he understands and knows Me, That I am the LORD, 

exercising lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness in 

the earth. 

Do you understand and know God? If the answer to that is 

no, then why don’t you? If you have been calling yourself a 

Christian, why don’t you know Him? He is easy to know 

through His Word and through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

If He is Lord of your life, does it show? Or are you simply a 

Christian on Sundays; or maybe only in the church or in 

front of the pastor. But God is with you always and hears 

everything you say and sees all you do.  

It’s up to you. God wants to give you blessings; all of His 

blessings. He is waiting for you to follow Him and come to 

obedience.  

 

WHAT IS YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE LORD 

AND HIS PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE? 
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WEEK 3 – A PROMISE YOU NEED TO 

KNOW 

Romans 8:28  

And we know that all things work together for good 

to those who love God, to those who are the called 

according to His purpose. 

When Paul wrote Romans, he had not yet been to Rome. 

That is to say, it was not a church that was established by 

Paul. It is not to say that there were no Christians or a 

church in Rome. But Romans was written to say how the 

perfect church should be. There was no chastisement as 

was in most of the other books written by Paul.  

Romans was admonitions and encouragement to help 

believers be able to live a life for Christ. It was designed to 

be a “blueprint,” if you will, for how a church should 

operate and how believers should live their lives for Christ. 

I have heard many Christians, even pastors, say, “We 

cannot know this or that” about God or the things of God. 

Nothing could be further from the truth. God gave us the 

Word so we can know His heart and how He wants us to 

live on a daily basis. 
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Much of God’s will for His children is spelled out in the Word 

of God.  

1 John 5:14 says: 

Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that 

if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 

And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, 

we know that we have the petitions that we have 

asked of Him. 

 

John 14:12-14 says: 

Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, 

the works that I do he will do also; and greater works 

than these he will do, because I go to My Father. 

And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that 

the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask 

anything in My name, I will do it. 

So, we can ask for anything in the Name of Jesus and we 

will get it. So, what does that mean? Unfortunately, many 

have turned that Scripture into their own “Genie in a 

 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO ASK ANYTHING IN JESUS’ 

NAME AND EXPECT TO RECEIVE IT? 
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Bottle.” The misinterpretation of these Scriptures can lead, 

and have led, many into a false pathway of destruction. 

Even so, God allows for us to be wrong. His solution is 

recognition, repentance and go again. 

The above discussion does not mean that you cannot be 

wealthy, even rich. However, if your sole purpose is to be 

wealthy or rich, you are out of God’s will. God chooses 

who will be wealthy for those in whom He has called. 

Maybe you are thinking, “Wait a minute! There are wicked 

people who are wealthy.” If followed, certain laws of God 

will work for anyone. Many corporate leaders have 

discovered that following the laws of God brings success. 

For example, working hard, servant leadership, and 

treating customers with kindness to name but a few. 

Following these laws does not mean that they are 

Christians, but following godly principles brings success. 

Think about it, some of the largest philanthropists in the 

world are atheist. Does that mean that deep down they 

are Christian? No! It means they recognize the laws of the 

Bible as a way to get their own success. Unfortunately, as 

stated earlier, there are many “Christians” who do the 
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same programs for the same reasons. It is not to glorify 

God; it is for fortune and fame.  

Even so, if you have strayed, God will still use you if you will 

come to Him. Everything you have done in your life will be 

used for good if you truly love God. Today is the day of 

repentance and a new start. Even if you are walking with 

God daily, Paul said we should examine ourselves daily (2 

Corinthians 13:5). How much more if we are not living 

according to the will of God. 

“And we know . . .” So, it is possible to know what God 

wants for us. Some say that it is impossible to know the will 

of God. Nothing could be further from the truth. He has told 

us His will many times in His Word. 

For example, He told us with His Ten Commandments. He 

has told us that it is not will that any should perish in 2 Peter 

3:9.  

 

IS IT TRUE THAT ALL THINGS WORK TOGETHER FOR 

GOOD? 
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John 7:17 – “If anyone wills to do His will, he shall 

know concerning the doctrine, whether it is from 

God or whether I speak on My own authority. 

John 9:31 – “Now we know that God does not hear 

sinners; but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does 

His will, He hears him.”  

So, what is His will for your life; to give the Gospel. It is very 

simple; His will is to give the Gospel to bring as many with us 

to eternity as possible. 

 

“. . . all things work together for the good . . .” 

This is a very popular sentiment for the world. It is used often 

by many, seemingly, as an indication of how much they 

not only know and revere God, but how much they know 

the Word as well. But it is false! It is false in the way that it is 

interpreted. All things only work for the good for those who 

are called according to the purpose of God.  

 

WHAT IS GOD’S LOVE? 
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Those who use this verse as pacifier are only lying to 

themselves. Satan is the king deceiver. He helps lukewarm 

Christians justify their lack of relationship with God by using 

partial bits and pieces of the Word of God. But, without 

repentance, this will lead only to their demise. 

Satan tried the same “trick” with Jesus in the desert (read 

Matthew 4:1-11). He used partial bits of the Word to fool 

The Word. How ironic! Nevertheless, it did not work on 

Jesus. Neither should it work on you. 

Do not be fooled by the sentiment of the world using the 

Bible such as, “God is love.” God is love, but He will punish 

the disobedient. It is His desire for His children to obey Him. 

He knows what is best for His children, that is to obey Him 

and keep them safe. Unfortunately, many will disobey God 

and God will allow them to choose a path away from. 

Notice I said, “God will allow . . .” It is up to individuals to 

choose. God could choose for everyone, but then we 

would merely be puppets and not true beings. The will of 

 

CAN YOU KNOW GOD’S WILL? 
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God is for everyone to be with Him for eternity, but not 

everyone will choose that option. 

“. . . all things work together for the good for those who are 

called according to His purpose.” This is wonderful news. 

That means, as believers, we can work for God and not 

fear making mistakes. That being said, the hope is that 

believers will continually mature and make fewer mistakes 

as the days go by, but, if we love God, everything works 

together for the good for those who love Him. 

As we walk in Christ, we can be confident to know His will. 

For example, we know that it is not the will of God to steal, 

commit adultery, blaspheme God, etc. It is not God’s will 

that any should perish that all should have everlasting life (2 

Peter 3:9).  

In a general way, we can know the will of God. In my 

estimation, the only considerations for the will of God are 

what is stated in the Scripture. What do I mean by that? 

When you come to repentance in Christ, you are set apart 

from others to do the will of the Father. What is the will of 

the Father? To spread His Gospel. Jesus said in Matthew 

28:18-20 says: 
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And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All 

authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 

earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 

to observe all things that I have commanded you; 

and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 

age.” Amen. 

These are the last words Jesus said to His church; making 

them extremely important in the eyes of God. God’s main 

objective for believers is to spread the Gospel.  

So, when you hear someone say that it is impossible to 

know the will of God or how can you know the will of God; 

it is easy. God’s Word is filled with His will if you will read and 

study it in the way God intended for believers to do.  

According Romans 8:28, we can know. Paul states, “And 

we know . . .” What powerful words. We can know God’s 

plan for our lives if we, simply begin to walk and proclaim 

Jesus. 

So, what does that mean for your life if you are a plumber, 

a lawyer, a policeman or etc.? It means, whatever you are 

called to do in life, do it for Christ. You are called 

according “His purpose.” Whatever you do, do it for Jesus.  
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“All things work together for the good for those who love 

the Lord and are called according to His purpose.” If you 

love the Lord, you are called according to His purpose. 

Today is the day to recognize that purpose. Today is the 

day to turn to Him and accept what He has for your life. 
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WEEK 4 – THE WORD OF GOD 

Hebrews 4:12 

For the word of God is living and powerful, and 

sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to 

the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and 

marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and 

intents of the heart. 

As Christians, we have more power than is recognized. 

Jesus said: 

“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, 

the works that I do he will do also; and greater works 

than these he will do, because I go to My Father. 

“And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, 

that the Father may be glorified in the Son. “If you 

ask anything in My name, I will do it.” - John 14:12-14 

Jesus is the Word of God. “The Word of God is living and 

powerful.” Greater things will YOU DO! Perhaps you are 

saying, “What greater things? How can I do greater works 

than Jesus?” Today, we have the ability to speak on a 

 

IN WHAT IS THE POWER OF GOD? 
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device and give life to millions of people. We speak the life 

of the Word of God; the eternal life given by the Gospel.  

It would seem that most equate Jesus’ words with healing 

or miraculous powers, but this is not the only thing Jesus is 

referring to. While this writer absolutely believes in the gifts 

of the Spirit, the Gospel is more powerful than any other 

thing we can imagine. It is only through the Gospel we 

have the power to give eternal life. Healings and 

miraculous powers are merely temporary. But would it 

prosper a man to have an arm grown back in the place of 

one that has been lost, but lose his life for eternity? 

Indeed, “What would it prosper a man to gain the whole 

world, but lose his soul? (Mark 8:36; Matthew 16:26)” 

Paul said, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for 

it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who 

believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek (emphasis 

mine) (Romans 1-16).”  

 

WHY DO CHRISTIANS DENY THE GIFTS GOD HAS 

PROMISED TO US? 
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The Gospel is more powerful than anything we can 

experience in this fleshly body. The Gospel is eternal. 

Everything we can experience in this fleshly body, such as 

healing, is temporal. It will only last until this flesh turns to 

dust. But the eternal Word is everlasting.  

Why then, do Christians deny miraculous powers and 

healings in this fleshly body, but yet believe in the salvation 

message? The salvation message is eternal, bodily 

experiences are temporary. Nevertheless, God’s power 

seems to be denied by Believers every day.  

It would seem to me, if God has the power to save 

eternally, He would still have the power to do miraculous 

works and healings. In fact, He does still have the power 

and He does still heal miraculously, as well as, perform 

miraculous signs.  

“For the Word of God is sharper than any two-edged 

sword.” The Word of God pierces the heart, but does not 

give death; it gives life. However, it is important to realize 

that the Word is a weapon of war that must be used. If one 

leaves the sword in scabbard, it will do nothing. The Word 

of God must be proclaimed. It must be spoken to be able 

to go to the heart.  
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That being said, Jesus said when addressing the Pharisees, 

“And he answered and said unto them, I tell you that, if 

these should hold their peace, the stones would 

immediately cry out (Luke 19:40).”  

So, what does that mean? It means that the Word of God 

will go out. God will proclaim Jesus to a lost world. The 

question is, are you satisfied with the stones doing your job 

for you? Are you satisfied with the stones getting the 

rewards you otherwise would have received by simply 

being obedient?   

The last words Jesus said to us was to give the Gospel. 

Matthew 28:18-20 says, And Jesus came and spoke to 

them, saying: 

“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and 

on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 

to observe all things that I have commanded you; 

and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 

age.” Amen. 

 

WHO HAS THE POWER TO FORGIVE SINS? 
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It is time to “blow your mind!” You have the power to 

forgive sin. Before you dismiss this as heresy, read the Word.   

John 20:21-23 says: 

So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the 

Father has sent Me, I also send you.” And when He 

had said this, He breathed on them, and said to 

them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins 

of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins 

of any, they are retained.” 

Let’s take this apart a moment. You have the power of 

God within you; the power of the Gospel. You can give the 

Gospel, or you can remain silent. If you give the Gospel 

and it is accepted by the hearer, you have the power to 

proclaim them “saved.” We proclaim to them that they 

have eternal life. 

However, if you give the message of the Gospel and it is 

rejected, you have the power to proclaim them lost. They 

will not live in eternity with The Father. That is not to say they 

will not be given another chance of acceptance. But in 

the moment of rejection, they will die in their sin. 

That is a lot of power given to those who believe. What will 

you do with such power?   
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. . . piercing even to the division of soul and spirit . . . 

The Sword, the Word of God, divides the soul (The seat of 

the feelings, desires, affections, aversions; our heart, soul 

etc.) and the spirit (The disposition or influence which fills 

and governs the soul of anyone). 

The word “soul” in the above context refers to “intellectual 

energy.” Romans 12:1-2 says: 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 

God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, 

holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable 

service. And do not be conformed to this world, but 

be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 

you may prove what is that good and acceptable 

and perfect will of God. 

There are so many distractions competing for your mind in 

this world. It is necessary to renew your mind and allow 

God to show you the power of His Word to go to your 

heart. 

Therefore, Hebrews 4:12 might be translated, “For the word 

of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-

edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 

(intellect) and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a 

discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” Notice 
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the Scripture ends with “joints and marrow” (the flesh) as 

well as, “thoughts and intents of the heart.” 

Jeremiah 17:9 says, “The heart is deceitful above all things, 

and desperately wicked; Who can know it?” 

So, let’s break this down to be more easily understood. 

God gives us the ability to know the difference between 

the ways of the world (the flesh/the heart) and the Spirit of 

His Word (The power of God). Most likely, that is the most 

simplified explanation, but perhaps it helps to understand 

the power that dwells within us through the Holy Spirit.  

“. . .piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of 

joints and marrow . . .”  

For the unbeliever, the soul and the spirit are at war. 

Maybe you could look at it as the two little angels sitting on 

the shoulders of a cartoon character. One angel is good 

the other is bad. The good is, of course, trying to persuade 

the character to do good. The other is bad, trying to sway 

 

YOU HAVE THE POWER OF DISCERNMENT; DO YOU 

AGREE? 
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the character to do bad. Sometimes the good wins and 

sometimes the bad. Some call this “their conscience.” 

For the Believer, the soul and the spirit unite. The Believer 

recognizes the conflict between the “wicked heart” of 

man and the will of God. As one continues to grow in faith, 

he or she recognizes the wickedness of the heart more 

often and he or she walks in a closer relationship with the 

Lord. As soon as the conflict arises, the Believer confesses it 

and continues the close relationship through Christ with The 

Father. 

There are times, however, that the soul wins the battle. It is 

at this time, the Believer recognizes that he has lost the 

battle and repents to God for reconciliation of the 

relationship. It is not for renewed salvation, but 

reconciliation of the relationship. It is for that closer walk 

with Jesus that confession must be made. Thus, the 

relationship grows and the Believer grows stronger in his 

walk with Christ. This is called “sanctification” and will be 

discussed in more detail in later weeks.  

“. . . and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the 

heart.” 



One Big Idea 

 

 

I do not want to leave this discussion without at least 

mentioning the power of discernment that, apparently, all 

Christians have. Whether you are using that power 

depends on your walk with Christ at the time. Meaning, the 

closer your walk with Jesus, the more power of discernment 

you have. I am not necessarily referring to the “Gift of 

Discernment” that some may have, but the discernment of 

the Spirit available to all of us who walk in the power of 

Jesus. 

The Spirit of God gives us the ability to know whether it is 

the voice of God speaking to us or the spirit of Satan; not to 

mention the allure of the flesh. That is what is meant by 

“thoughts and intents of the heart.” Also, your knowledge 

of the Word allows you to more readily hear the voice of 

God.  

As believers, we have more power than we realize. 1 John 

5:4-5 says, “For whatever is born of God overcomes the 

world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—

our faith. Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who 

believes that Jesus is the Son of God?  

We are overcomers through the sacrifice of Jesus. When 

He sacrificed Himself as the Lamb of God, your 
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acceptance of Him gave you salvation, guidance, and 

power to overcome a lost and dying world. You are 

indwelled by an all-powerful God through His Holy Spirit; 

the Comforter.  

You can be comforted in a world of chaos and turmoil. 

You can be comforted to know that God is not surprised by 

anything you are going through. Nothing you are 

experiencing has surprised God. Rest in His comfort and His 

love. He has you safe in His arms.    
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WEEK 5 – YOUR BODY; HIS TEMPLE 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 

Or do you not know that your body is the temple of 

the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from 

God, and you are not your own? 

I have some exciting news for you from this short passage. 

There many things to rejoice over from Paul’s writings, but 

few more than this.  

Let’s start with, “. . . do you not know . . .?” Do you not 

know that you have the power of God within you? Do you 

not know that your body is special because the Holy Spirit 

dwells within you? These are only a couple of points, but an 

exhilarating place to start. 

This verse shows why sinning with the body is distinctly 

different from other sins – immorality defiles the temple of 

the Holy Spirit, the body of the believer. It separates from a 

close relationship with The Father. 

 

DO YOU NOT KNOW YOU HAVE THE POWER OF 

GOD WITHIN YOU? 



One Big Idea 

 

 

As a Christian, it is imperative to know of the blessings God 

has given you. It is equally important to know that you 

have access to that same power. God would not have 

told us about it if He did not want and expect us to use it 

for His glory.  

Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the 

Holy Spirit 

Think about that for a moment. In the Old Testament, the 

Temple had a place called the Holy of Holies. It was the 

place where the High Priest would come once a year to 

confess the sins of the nation. If the High Priest was not 

found pure, he would die in the presence of the Lord. A 

huge curtain separated the Holy of Holies so that no one 

else could witness the presence of God. 

But yet you, through the power of Jesus, are the temple of 

the Holy Spirit. You are a pure vessel. You walk with the Holy 

Spirit inside you. You walk with a power inside of you that 

few recognize. As Christians, we walk with the power of a 

perfect Holy Spirit inside of us to share the Good News of 

Jesus.  
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If you grasp that power that you have inside you through 

your acceptance of Jesus, you will never walk in fear 

again. Remember in the book of Acts when Peter and the 

disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit? They were brought 

before the Sanhedrin who recognized that they were not 

the same men of days gone by. That were bold and 

powerful; not cowering in the corner afraid to speak (Acts 

4:5-13).  

You are the temple of the Holy Spirit  

. . . your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you . . 

. 

Paul contrasts the body as the temple of the Holy Spirit with 

the Temple of Aphrodite at Corinth. The temple is a place 

of worship. The proprietor of the temple of the body of the 

believer is the Holy Spirit, “who is in you.” Our bodies, 

therefore, belong to God and are not for our disposal. They 

are to be used for the purpose for which God designed 

them. Before a person becomes a Christian, His/her body is 

nothing more than a shack; but at conversion his/her body 

becomes a temple to God. 
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The context of this Scripture is a warning against sexual 

immorality, but I believe it goes much further. Last week we 

discussed the power of God that is available to us. The 

Greek word for power is “dynamis” (Pronounced - doo'-

nam-is). It’s where we get our words dynamo, dynamite 

and the like. This word is used 120 times in the New 

Testament.  

“. . . the Holy Spirit who is in you . . .” The power (dynamis) 

we have within us comes from the indwelling of the Holy 

Spirit. The Holy Spirit resides within you because you are His 

temple. You were given this privilege by your acceptance 

of Jesus as Lord and Savior. Through this acceptance you 

were cleansed; your body can now be clean enough for 

the Spirit of God to enter. Are you excited yet? This news is 

what makes it possible for you to walk boldly, no matter the 

situation or circumstance, in Jesus Christ. 

Because you are the temple of the Holy Spirit, you can 

boldly proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ without fear. If 

you will allow the Holy Spirit to guide you, you will know 

when and how to share Jesus.  

 

HOW CAN YOU BE BOLD IN YOUR FAITH? 
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There are times when some people are not ready to 

receive the Gospel. It is those times you will know what you 

are to say. At times, we are merely called on to plant the 

seed or to water. But sometimes, we are called on to 

harvest. Because of the indwelling of the Spirit, we will be 

able to distinguish between those times. 

Acts 1:8 says, “But you shall receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me 

in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end 

of the earth.” That power is given by the indwelling of the 

Holy Spirit and is given specifically to walk boldly as an 

overcomer spreading the Gospel.  

“. . . whom you have from God . . .” This power is given by 

God. What exactly does that mean? 1 Corinthians 2:12 

says, “Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, 

but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the 

things that have been freely given to us by God.”  

Because of God’s deep love for us, He would never leave 

us alone. God gave us the Holy Spirit to walk in the power 

 

WHO RECEIVES THE HOLY SPIRIT? 
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of His love. Romans 8:35 says, “Who shall separate us from 

the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?” 

The answer? Nothing can separate us from the love of 

God. That is why he gives us the Holy Spirit as a comforter; 

a guide through the turmoil of life. 

The believer receives the Holy Spirit at the point of salvation 

(Ephesians 1:13, 14). The Holy Spirit seals his eternal 

salvation immediately at the point of initial salvation. The 

word “from” emphasizes the supernatural origin of the 

indwelling Holy Spirit in us. 

As we go through these weeks of study, you will hear 

mention of the Holy Spirit many times. That is because the 

Holy Spirit has been neglected far too long. The main gift 

God gave believers aside from salvation is the power to 

walk in boldness through temptations and struggles that 

are part of living in this earthly life.   

“. . . you are not your own.” This may be the most exciting 

part of this passage. On the surface, it might seem as 

though you have lost your freedom. In actuality, you have 

both and gained the greatest freedom of all.  
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God owns us and not we ourselves. We have no right to do 

with our bodies what we wish, for they are not our own for 

we were made in Gods image. 

Romans 14:8, For if we live, we live to the Lord; and if we 

die, we die to the Lord. Therefore, whether we live or die, 

we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and rose and 

lived again, that He might be Lord of both the dead and 

the living. 

For you were bought at a price; Jesus paid the price for our 

sins at Calvary. His blood was the purchase price. This 

caused a change in the rights of ownership. The Greek 

word for “bought” denotes a ransom. Jesus delivered us 

from our sin by purchasing the price of our sin by shedding 

His blood. Jesus met all the holy demands of God’s justice 

by this payment. 

Acts 20:28, Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the 

flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, 

to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with 

His own blood. 

1 Peter 1:18 says:  
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. . . knowing that you were not redeemed with 

corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless 

conduct received by tradition from your fathers, but 

with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 

without blemish and without spot. 

Therefore, glorify God in your body and in your spirit, giving 

God the glory. For the ransom for sin is a matter of 

gratitude and not a matter of obligation. God owns the 

rights to our bodies. That is why we glorify Him with our 

bodies. 

God is the proprietor of our bodies and therefore owns the 

rights to our bodies. Nevertheless, He allows us to keep 

those rights for ourselves. This is called sin. When one 

decides to reject the Lordship of Christ, he keeps the rights 

for his own body which leads to destruction. 

God does not dwell in an auditorium or Building, but in the 

body of the Believer. A building is not the sanctuary; 

Believers are the sanctuary and have the Holy Spirit in 

them. 

If we are Believers, we do not have the right to do with our 

bodies what we wish. If we borrow our neighbor’s car, we 

take care not to abuse it. We do not take a chance with 
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someone else’s property. Jesus paid for us as the highest 

Bidder. Our body is now His, so He says, “It’s mine now.”  

If we purchase something from the store and wait for the 

delivery to come, but it never comes, we get agitated 

about that. We paid for it, so we deserve to get it. “Jesus 

paid it all, all to Him we owe.” Some of us have never 

handed over our bodies to the Lord, although we have 

been Christians for years. We have not delivered the 

goods. Isn’t it about time? God reserves the right to your 

body and mine. 
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WEEK 6 – THE SUBSTITUTE 

Isaiah 53:4-6 

Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our 

sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by 

God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for our 

transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The 

chastisement for our peace was upon Him; and by 

His stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have 

gone astray; we have turned, everyone, to his own 

way; And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us 

all.  

What a verse. We could spend the rest of lives studying this 

one verse. It is packed with truths and blessings.  

We will first begin with the fact that this is one of the 

prophecies of Jesus’ crucifixion. While we look in 

retrospect, it is an obvious verse to us. But for those who 

read it before the event, it was elusive. 
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The Pharisees the Sadducees and the Scribes could either 

not understand it, or disregarded it to keep their own 

power. Whatever the case, whether ignorance or omission, 

it was not taken into account until after the crucifixion of 

Christ.  

This is not only a verse of prophecy, but of promise as well. 

There is too much in the one verse to extract the blessings 

from every word, but we will hit the highlights. The exciting 

part about studying God’s Word with others is that you 

then have the opportunity to study it on your own and 

learn even more.  

Do not take God’s Word for granted. Do not allow yourself 

to do one small lesson and think that you have heard 

everything God has to tell you. You haven’t! This walk we 

have been blessed with by the grace of God is a lifelong 

lesson. Get to know Him! There are only a few ways to that, 

and that is through prayer, fasting, and studying His Word. 

“Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; Yet 

we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.”  

 

WHAT IS GOD’S PROMISE? 
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Jesus has taken on OUR griefs and carried OUR sorrows. He 

did not do this for Himself. He did it for us. Partially, His 

purpose for coming to the Earth was not so that He could 

understand what we are going through in our daily lives. He 

knew that already. He is sovereign God. He does not need 

us to explain to Him the sorrows we bear.  

He came as a man so that we would know that He 

understands what we are going through. Let me explain. 

When you are going through a struggle and someone 

comes to you to say, “I know what you are going through” 

carries little weight unless you know that they actually have 

gone through what you have. After they have given you a 

testimony that they have suffered your same struggle, then 

you begin to allow them to talk with you with greater 

understanding and empathy. That is the precise reason 

God came to Earth to live amongst us. We now know that 

He has suffered exactly what we have and even more. 

Secondly, He came to Earth as a man as a sacrifice for our 

sins. Hebrews 9:24-26 says: 

For Christ has not entered the holy places made with 

hands, which are copies of the true, but into heaven 

itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us; 
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not that He should offer Himself often, as the high 

priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with 

blood of another—He then would have had to suffer 

often since the foundation of the world; but now, 

once at the end of the ages, He has appeared to 

put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.  

Christ died once for our sins. His one-time sacrifice was 

sufficient, He did not need to come back time after time to 

die. His sacrifice was perfect, unlike the animal sacrifices 

presented previously.  

But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised 

for our iniquities . . . 

Jesus was beaten and bruised as punishment for OUR sins. 

He bore the punishment for what WE have done; past, 

present and future. The cat-of-nine-tails used to beat our 

Savior beyond recognition was for our sins. He came to 

Earth sinless and lived His life sinlessly. Sinful man could not 

have a pure enough sacrifice for an eternal audience with 

God. Therefore, Jesus became that eternal sacrifice for us.   

 

WHAT ARE INIQUITIES? 
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The chastisement for our peace was upon Him; and by Hi 

stripes we are healed. 

This verse is a little more difficult. “The chastisement for our 

peace was upon Him . . .” When we are chastised for our 

faith, our peace is shaken. Many cannot withstand such 

chastisement and leave all together. Let me give an 

example: 

When you are in a conversation with someone and 

the topic of religion comes up. If you mention the 

name of Jesus, it is quite possible someone will laugh 

or scoff. What is your response?  

Do you have peace in the persecution or do you 

quickly change the subject or even walk away?  

Our peace comes from the power of the Holy Spirit. It is He 

who allows us to walk boldly in any situation. Jesus’ last 

promise to us was that He would send us a comforter. Acts 

1:8 says: 

“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has 

come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

end of the earth.”  



One Big Idea 

 

 

The power we receive is so that we can spread His Word in 

perfect peace; never mind the level of persecution that 

follows. 

. . . and by His stripes we are healed. 

This is one of my favorite Scriptures. “By His stripes we ARE 

healed [emphasis mine].” It does not say we will be 

healed, it says, “by His stripes we are healed.” His iniquities, 

His bruises, His sacrifice paid the price for us past, present 

and future. This includes infirmities we face in this life.  

When we are afflicted with sickness in this body, we should 

first turn to The Healer, not the mechanic. Jesus is the 

Healer; doctors are merely mechanics. They repair or 

replace parts in our bodies, but they can heal nothing. 

God is the Healer and He has promised that we ARE 

healed through Jesus.  

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, 

everyone, to his own way . . .  

All of God’s children have gone astray. Through the Fall of 

Man in Genesis, each of us are born with sin.  
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1Corinthians 15:22 says, “For as in Adam all die, even 

so in Christ all shall be made alive.”  

Romans 3:23 says, “ . . . for all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God . . .” 

1John 1:8 says, “If we say that we have no sin, we 

deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” 

Because of the Fall of Man, everyone is born a sinner. We 

must have a Savior to be able to live with a sinless God. 

God will not allow sin into His perfect Heaven. The sacrifice 

was provided for us; Jesus Christ!  

And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 

This verse is packed with information that could not possibly 

be condensed into this one lesson, but I am going to strive 

to “wet your appetite” to continue a study on your own.  

First, “The Lord has laid on Him . . .” This not only names two 

of the Godhead, but equates Jesus with God. Throughout 

the New Testament, Jesus is called Lord. But this verse calls 

God “Lord.” 

Secondly, God laid on Him (Jesus) the iniquity of us all. 

Iniquity is more than sin. It is the very act of sin. The sin and 
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its act were laid on Jesus for our forgiveness. In fact, iniquity 

is the consequence of sin. 

The consequences of our, which is death, was covered by 

the blood of Jesus. 1 Corinthians 15:42-47 says: 

So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is 

sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption. It is 

sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in 

weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a natural 

body, it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural 

body, and there is a spiritual body. And so it is 

written, “The first man Adam became a living being.” 

The last Adam became a life-giving spirit. However, 

the spiritual is not first, but the natural, and afterward 

the spiritual. The first man was of the earth, made of 

dust; the second Man is the Lord from heaven. 

This Scripture solidifies the exciting news of Isaiah 53. Mainly 

because, it not only confirms Isaiah 53, but is testimony that 

 

WHAT ROLE DOES ACCEPTANCE MAKE IN ONE’S 

LIFE? 
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it was fulfilled by Jesus. Because of the resurrection of Jesus, 

we who have accepted His sacrifice, have eternal life. 

Notice, Isaiah 53 states, “And the Lord has laid on Him the 

iniquity of us all.” Take note of the word “all.” Everyone can 

have salvation, but not all will accept the salvation.  

Acceptance is the key word. God will not force Himself on 

anyone. He will allow us to choose to live with Him for 

eternity or live apart from Him. That is why whenever 

someone says, “A good God would not send anyone to 

Hell,” I have to agree. God does not send anyone to 

Heaven of Hell. He allows individuals to choose for 

themselves where they will live for eternity. However, that 

choosing requires living the way God has described in His 

Word, which is ONLY through the sacrifice and 

acceptance of Jesus Christ. 
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WEEK 7 – HE’S STILL WORKING ON ME 

Philippians 1:6 

Being confident of this very thing, that He who has 

begun a good work in you will complete it until the 

day of Jesus Christ. 

Being confident of this very thing . . .  

One of the key words of being a Christian must be 

“confidence.” I have heard the word replaced many times 

with words like maybe, hopefully, possibly, the Lord willing 

and the like. It is true that we must have hope and 

certainly, one must remain in God’s will. But Christians use 

those same words and phrases to make excuses for God. 

God does not need excuses. 

Concerning salvation, I heard a Christian using the word 

“hopefully” the other day. The biggest issue we must have 

in Christianity is our certainty of salvation. And as it is written 

it is impossible for you to lose your salvation if you have truly 

believed, repented, and accepted him into your life. 

 

CAN WE HEAR GOD? 
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However, if you have never believed, repented and 

accepted him you have never been sanctified. 

Satan tries to bring doubt into the minds of Christians by 

making accusation and doubt of salvation. But God tells us 

we can know we are saved. 1 John 5:13 says, “These things 

I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of 

God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and 

that you may CONTINUE TO believe in the name of the Son 

of God.”  

Likewise, John 10:27-29 says:  

My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they 

follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall 

never perish; no one will snatch them out of my 

hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is 

greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my 

Father’s hand. 

But first we must identify our salvation. The sacrifice of Jesus 

and the acceptance of that sacrifice ensure to the 

believer that he or she has eternal life. However, this must 

be qualified. Notice I said, “the acceptance.” “Lip service” 

does not ensure salvation. Scripture says, “. . . that if you 
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confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your 

heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be 

saved (Romans 10:9).” Confessing is only one aspect of 

salvation. Acceptance is a word that is binding. It is a word 

that must be all inclusive.  

When one “accepts” a contract, that means he is bound 

by that acceptance according to the terms of the 

contract.” It was once said, a contract is only as good as 

the parties that make it. Jesus is the one party that can be 

counted on not to break the contract. But what about the 

“Believer.” 

Acceptance takes place inside your soul/heart. It cannot 

just be a head choice; it must be something you decide 

with your heart and your mind. Jesus throughout the bible 

constantly tells us to repent (change one’s mind), but to 

confess is the opening of the heart. You are giving all in 

your confession; remaining in close relationship with The 

Father.  

. . . that He who has begun a good work in you . . . 

Often, many Christians will ask themselves if they are truly 

saved, or, they feel shameful about the life they have lived 
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and wonder if they deserve salvation. Satan places those 

same thoughts into most, if not all, Christians. Oddly 

enough, I would even venture to state that means you are 

growing closer to God. Because salvation is a gift from God 

through Jesus and Satan wishes to steal that gift from you.  

Ephesians 2:8-9 says, “For by grace are you saved through 

faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of 

works, lest any man should boast.” The key word to focus 

on in this verse is “faith.” You would not have the 

convictions you are having if you did not believe in Jesus. 

These thoughts are an active part of Repentance. Repent 

directly from the Greek means, “the changing of one’s 

mind.”  

When you are having thoughts of doubt, do not be 

confused by the temptations of the devil. He will most 

definitely try to sow doubt in your mind because he does 

not want you to have confidence in your salvation. He 

wants you to be an immobilized Christian. He wants you to 

 

CAN YOU TRULY KNOW THAT YOU ARE SAVED? 
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feel conflicted because if you are not, you will be sharing 

the good news.  

So, take confidence, through your faith that you are 

growing closer to God and your mind is becoming more 

Christ like. Continue to Re-dedicate yourself in your soul, 

cling to your new convictions, become the light that 

people see and the salt that they taste that makes them 

ask questions about who you are and what you believe. 

Use this and your testimony to spread the news to those 

that are in your life. 

. . . will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ. 

This is where the process of sanctification takes place. 

When we first believe we are born anew. However, as we 

learn and grow with Christ, we gain new convictions and 

become aware of our mistakes, we actively chose to 

become more Christ like. We continue to repent (change 

our minds).   

Our fleshly and earthly bodies have no way of removing 

the sinful nature that abides in it. But we are told we will 

receive new bodies. 2 Corinthians 5:17 says, “Therefore, if 
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anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have 

passed away; behold, all things have become new.” 

Ephesians 4:21-24 says: 

. . . if indeed you have heard Him and have been 

taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus: that you put 

off, concerning your former conduct, the old man 

which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 

and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and that 

you put on the new man which was created 

according to God, in true righteousness and holiness. 

 Our earthly bodies will pass away and we will receive our 

heavenly bodies. Listen to the Holy Spirit. Continue to 

renew your mind and build your testimony that you can 

use to share the Gospel with those you meet. In this way, a 

true Believer realizes that Jesus must be made Lord; his 

word is the truth. We must become more like him and must 

realize that it is only by full acceptance of the contract of 

Christ that we can hope to have eternal salvation. 
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Our salvation is simple. 

We first must repent (change one’s mind) and admit we 

are wrong and had been living a life full of sin and want to 

become new people that live in the truth of his word. 

We must then turn to him and ask for forgiveness. Our 

admission of guilt is a part of admitting we are wrong. And 

ask him to enter into our lives. 

We must believe in our mind and most importantly our 

hearts that what He says is true and that what he did for us 

actually happened. He paid for our sins as the final 

sacrifice foretold by the sacrificial covenant with the Jews 

by His death on the cross. Rising again from the grave three 

days later and returning to The Father to prepare a place 

for us. 

We must then profess with our mouths what has taken 

place inside our hearts, and be baptized in the name of 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, displaying 

outwardly what has taken place with our sin. 

And we must then become good stewards of his gift. 

Growing in him through convictions and repentance and 
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the Word He has left, and then when ready preaching and 

teaching as he has called us all to be warriors in his name. 

Take confidence in your faith. Rejoice in your tribulations 

and convictions and become who he has called you to 

be. 

He is waiting and knocking at the doors of your heart. All 

you have to do is answer. 
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WEEK 8 – GREAT IS THE MYSTERY OF 

GODLINESS 

1 Timothy 3:16 

And without controversy great is the mystery of 

godliness: God was manifested in the flesh, justified in 

the Spirit, seen by angels, preached among the 

Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up in 

glory. 

And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness . . 

. 

Why is godliness a mystery? Because it is not in Man’s 

nature. Jude 1:10 says, “But these speak evil of whatever 

they do not know; and whatever they know naturally, like 

brute beasts, in these things they corrupt themselves.” 

Since the Fall of Man, his heart is evil. It is not natural to do 

good. Strangely, even the wicked appear to do good, but 

it is for their own purposes; their own gain.  

 

WHY IS GODLINESS A MYSTERY? 
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But godliness is not in the nature of Man. It can only be 

seen through the changing of one’s heart and that can 

only be done through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

God was manifested in the flesh . . .  Jesus came to the 

Earth, not so He could see how we feel. He came to the 

Earth so we could understand that He knows exactly how 

we feel. He came as an example for us to be able to look 

and know that God absolutely understands us. He is not 

some distant God who sits on a throne in Heaven far away 

from His Creation. He is a God who loves us and cares 

about our struggles here on Earth. 

1 John 4:2 says, “By this you know the Spirit of God: Every 

spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is 

of God . . .” 

. . . justified in the Spirit . . . 

Rom 3:28 says, “Therefore we conclude that a man is 

justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law.” Man 

 

WHAT IS JUSTIFICATION? 



One Big Idea 

 

 

must be justified by faith in Jesus. Man could not follow 

God’s perfect law. He sinned at every turn.  

Essentially, it might be said that the Law separated us from 

God. Because of the perfection of the Law, Man could not 

fulfill it. Thus, Man had no hope of rectifying with a sinless 

God. Therefore, God made a way for Man to fellowship 

once again with God; through the blood sacrifice of Jesus 

Christ. 

Jesus, on the other hand, was sinless. He upheld and 

fulfilled the Law in every way. Therefore, His justification was 

in the Spirit. Believers only have legal standing with God, 

justification, through the sacrifice of Christ. Jesus’ legal 

standing was of Himself. That is why He can stand in for us 

as sinless, thus, giving us eternal life through His sacrifice. 

. . . seen by angels . . . 

Jesus was seen by, and saw, angels.  

Matthew 4:11 says, “Then the devil left Him, and 

behold, angels came and ministered to Him.”  

Mark 13:27 says, “And then He will send His angels, 

and gather together His elect from the four winds, 
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from the farthest part of earth to the farthest part of 

heaven.” 

Jesus had command over the angels, but He did not 

exercise that authority while on Earth.  

. . . preached among the Gentiles . . .  

 It is strange that this verse concentrates on the Gentiles 

rather than the Jews. Jesus said that He came to the Jews, 

not to the Gentiles. 

There is a story about a woman, a Canaanite who came to 

Jesus for help in Matthew 15:21 and Mark 7:28. Seemingly, 

Jesus turns her away. He said His ministry was to the Jews, 

not to the Gentiles. But in her faith, she persisted.    

Matthew 15:21 gives this account: 

Then Jesus went out from there and departed to the 

region of Tyre and Sidon. And behold, a woman of 

Canaan came from that region and cried out to 

Him, saying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of 

David! My daughter is severely demon-possessed.” 

 

DID JESUS COME ONLY FOR THE JEWS? 
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But He answered her not a word. And His disciples 

came and urged Him, saying, “Send her away, for 

she cries out after us.” But He answered and said, “I 

was not sent except to the lost sheep of the house of 

Israel.” Then she came and worshiped Him, saying, 

“Lord, help me!” But He answered and said, “It is not 

good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the 

little dogs.” And she said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the 

little dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their 

masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered and said to 

her, “O woman, great is your faith! Let it be to you as 

you desire.” And her daughter was healed from that 

very hour. 

In truth, Jesus came to the Jews first because they were the 

chosen of God. They were chosen, not because of their 

great faithfulness. They were chosen because of the 

faithfulness of Abraham. They were chosen because of a 

promise; the promise of a people to show how one is to live 

for an almighty, loving, caring, God.  

Unfortunately, the Jews failed miserably. Time and time 

again, they turned from God to other idols. God warned 

them not to intermarry with peoples of other nations, but 

they did anyway (1 Kings 11:2). He did not tell them to 

separate themselves out of prejudice. No, they were to 

separate themselves because of the weakness of the flesh. 

They were to separate themselves because God knew that 
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the flesh would be more apt to follow others and worship 

other gods than to lead the other nations to worship God 

alone. 

It is the same with us today. Paul said, “Do not be 

unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what 

fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what 

communion has light with darkness (2 Cor 6:14)?”  

Many Christians decide to get married to unbelievers 

believing that they will be able to “change” them. They 

justify their sin by exclaiming, “I will lead them to Jesus!” But 

conversely, it is the other way around. In most cases, it is 

the “Christian” who is brought down and the unbeliever 

remains in his or her sin. Proverbs 13:20 says, “He that 

walketh with wise men shall be wise: but a companion of 

fools shall be destroyed.”  

1 Corinthians 15:33 says, “Do not be deceived: ‘Evil 

company corrupts good habits.” It is the fleshly nature to 

want to get along. Jesus said that He came to divide the 

world (Luke 12:51). Why would He say such a thing; I 

thought He was the King of peace? 
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That is true, but peace only comes through truth. The world 

is not interested in truth. The world is interested in 

gratification. The world is interested in its own desires and 

selfish ambitions.  

 

. . . believed on in the world . . . 

God’s plan is the perfect world, but the perfect world 

comes only through the truth of the Gospel. The unbeliever 

is interested in making it through the limited time on Earth 

that they assume they have been allotted. But the true 

Christian is interested in living their life for eternity.  

Perhaps you may disagree. Maybe you are thinking, 

“Everyone wants to live forever.” That is true, but it is only 

the Christian who is assured of eternity. The unbeliever has 

doubts and strives daily to “live the good life” so as to 

ensure his or her salvation. The unbeliever is always trying to 

convince themselves that they might be worthy of Heaven. 

 

WHAT IS THE PERFECT WORLD? 
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But when one inquires of the unbeliever of his assurance, 

he will invariably state his hope and uncertainty.  

When one inquires of the unbeliever about his or her 

salvation, the answer will consistently lead to works, 

uncertainty and the hope he or she has been “good 

enough.”  

 

Isaiah 64:6 says: 

But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our 

righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade 

as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken 

us away. 

Even so, there were, and are, many who believe on the 

name of Jesus Christ. It is a heart issue. It is an issue one 

comes to by seeking God. At the point of seeking, the Holy 

Spirit points one’s heart to Jesus. That is the way to 

salvation. 

. . . received up in glory. 

Jesus was received up in glory because He was found 

worthy. He was justified because He was perfect; He was 
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sinless. Now, you can be justified by Jesus and seen as 

sinless by The Father. It is a simple step. Accept Christ today 

for your salvation. He is waiting. 
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WEEK 9 – THE LORD STOOD WITH ME 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 

profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 

instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may 

be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good 

work.” 

It is important to take God’s Word for God’s Word. It is ALL 

true. If you are willing to choose the parts you like and cast 

out the parts that make you uncomfortable, you will be 

disobedient to God. You will lose the thrust of His power for 

your life needed to walk the overcoming life.  

The first word of this Scripture is “All.” As you walk with the 

Lord daily and seek to do His will, it is His Word that is your 

guiding light. But if you try to “pare down” His Word to fit 

your lifestyle, you are your own guide. It is then that you 

discover difficulties rise in your daily walk.  

Not all Scripture feels good to those who want to walk on 

their own path. Partially removing unwanted Scripture 

 

WHAT IS GOD’S INSPIRED WORD? 
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takes power away from God and removes the protection 

of His children.  

For example: A loving father would not possibly let his 

children play in a busy intersection. He would scold them 

and remove them from the danger. But what if the child 

decides, “Dad probably only meant that I cannot play in 

the intersection on Sundays.” The child would be in great 

danger and would most likely be injured or even killed.  

Pulling only the words out of Scripture that one seeks for 

him or herself is dangerous and will lead to disaster. 

Furthermore, not following the full counsel of God leads to 

a broken relationship with the Father until that relationship is 

restored through recognition of sin and repentance. 

Scripture was given to Man through inspiration. This means, 

the Word came to the writer through direct inspiration by 

God. That same inspiration allows Believers to know it is 

God speaking.  

The word for inspiration in the Greek is theópneustos, (theh-

op'-nyoo-stos). It means, “divinely breathed in.”  Knowing 

the Greek word is not as important as knowing the 

meaning. In Genesis, God breathed life into Adam. He 
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literally breathed in His Spirit into man. Genesis 2:7 says, 

“And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the 

ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and 

man became a living soul.”  

In the same way, God gives us His Word. The Spirit of God 

was given to us through His Word. He said He gave the 

writers of the Canon, the Bible, inspiration to write the Word 

of God. This is not just some book written by men, as you 

may have heard said by those of the world. It is the Word 

of God, given to us by God to guide us through life and 

teach us to obey everything Jesus commanded (Mathew 

28:18-20). A big portion of obedience is to make disciples. 

A big part of knowing what we are commanded to do 

through the Spirit of God is to give the Gospel and make 

disciples, teaching them to obey everything Jesus has 

commanded.  

The next part of this Scripture is what many Believers do not 

want to hear. It says, “and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, . . .” 

The least offensive of this verse is “profitable.” Most 

everyone is looking to prosper in one way or another 

whether it be financially, physically, materially or spiritually. 
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However, most are not willing to do what it takes to 

become prosperous. Unfortunately, in this day and age, 

prosperity is always defined by material wealth.  

God’s definition, however, is much broader and eternal. 

While God does care about your everyday life, and may 

even prosper you materially at one time or another, His 

main focus is on your eternity.   

Matthew 6:19 says, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures 

on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves 

break in and steal; “but lay up for yourselves treasures in 

heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where 

thieves do not break in and steal. “For where your treasure 

is, there your heart will be also.” 

The most important aspect for your life is where is your 

focus? Is your heart focused on the things of this life or the 

things of God? God’s desire is to be the focus of your life. 

Why? For a couple of important reasons. 

 

WHAT IS “PROFITABLE” TO YOU? 



One Big Idea 

 

 

First, He loves you and wants you to prosper. He knows 

what is best for you is Him. Since He has your every need 

within Him, He knows He is best for you. When you stray 

from God into sin, your life becomes tumultuous. It goes 

into chaos. Loneliness, sickness, even death soon follow. 

Jesus said in John 10:10, “The thief cometh not, but for to 

steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might 

have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” 

The main way “the thief” steals from you is through your sin. 

When you sin, it breaks fellowship with God. When this 

happens, the blessings slow down, or even stop. Life 

becomes harder and struggles increase. Fellowship with 

God shields us from many of the struggles of life that might 

come our way through fellowship with God. He says 

throughout His Word that He is our protection. When we 

walk out from under that protection through sin, the thief is 

allowed to come in and steal our joy, interrupting the 

abundant life.  

 

DOES GOD PROVE HIMSELF? 
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Repentance is the only way back to the abundance 

promised. Repentance does not mean being sorry. It 

means, turning away from what hurts God. When you sin, it 

truly saddens God. It hurts Him to see one of His children 

turn away from Him. Therefore, repentance means 

understanding that God wants us to have constant 

fellowship with Him. The only way to do that is through 

repentance. 

Second, when you worship Him, there is a closeness that 

cannot be experienced at any other time. It is a fellowship 

time with God that benefits both you and He. God inhabits 

the praises of His people. Psalm 22:3 says, “But You are holy, 

Enthroned in the praises of Israel.” When we praise, God, 

literally, walks among us.  

 

The next word we will look at in this passage is reproof. One 

definition of this word is easy. It is proof that the Word of 

God can be trusted. The Word shows the faithfulness of 

God; He is trustworthy. This word means evidence. It is the 

evidence God gives to those who seek Him daily. 
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Even so, there is other evidence given to unbelievers as 

well. He continues to prove Himself to the lost to entice 

them to trust Him as Lord. Romans 1:20 says, “For the 

invisible things of him from the creation of the world are 

clearly seen, being understood by the things that are 

made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they 

are without excuse . . .” God makes Himself know to all of 

His Creation. Not the least of which is Mankind. It is His 

desire that all should know Him, so He consistently reveals 

Himself to the lost with the desire for them to trust Him and 

accept His love.  

The next word is correction. That is the word that most do 

not want to hear. It is a word that signifies the patience 

God has with His children who are constantly going astray.   

Correction is good. It helps us to learn. It keeps us on track 

to live the abundant life. But when the correction is 

disregarded or ignored, it leads to sterner measures. God’s 

Word was given to us so we can know God’s will and walk 

closely with Him. Nevertheless, we miss His will for us and 

continuously walk toward the wrong path. God then steps 

in with correction and guides us back to where we are safe 

and doing His divine will. 
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Instruction in righteousness is what makes us the kind of 

person God would have us to be. It is through this 

righteousness that God makes us witness for His glory. God 

chose Israel to be His people. It was His plan to have a 

people who would do His will and show a sinful world how it 

is to have a righteous King and how to live for God. 

Unfortunately, they failed Him miserably. At every turn they 

turned away from God and turned to other idols in search 

of sinful pleasures.  

Israel was lured away by the sins of the flesh in search of 

“happiness” for themselves. This “happiness” was always 

elusive and could not be found. It is the same way with 

Christians of today. Even though we have seen the glory of 

God time and time again, we continue to try to fulfill our 

own destiny rather than allowing God to lead us.  

Because of the sin nature of Man, God sent His Son as a 

sacrifice for our sin. He gave us a way to be totally forgiven 

and experience the abundant life promised to us in John 

10:10. It is, however, up to us to follow His instruction to 

remain in fellowship with Him daily.   

“. . . that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly 

equipped for every good work.” All of what is explained in 
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this Scripture is for one thing; your abundance. God desire 

is that you are complete in Him. That elusive hole is filled 

with the glory of God. The ‘happiness” that you seek can 

be filled only with Him. That righteousness in your life is only 

through the power He has given to us through His Holy 

Spirit.  

It is only through His power we can hope to walk a 

successful life. The struggles of life will come; there is no 

doubt about that. Jesus said, “These things I have spoken 

to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you 

will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have 

overcome the world (John 16:13).” 

Struggles and tribulation are part of this life. But God lives 

within us. His Holy Spirit resides within us. Acts 1:8 says,  

“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has 

come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

end of the earth.” 

We SHALL receive power. The power to overcome; the 

power of abundant life; the power of righteousness; the 

power of reproof; the power of correction; the power of 
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instruction. But the main thing the power is for is to be 

witnesses that God is alive and all powerful. The main thrust 

of the power is to give the Gospel of Jesus to a lost and 

dying world.  

The power is nothing if you don’t give it out. It is not God’s 

will that any should perish, but that all should have 

everlasting life (2 Peter 3:9). That includes His children telling 

about His glory; not being ashamed of Him. “Christians” 

constantly deny God. If with friends, the slightest innuendo 

of the “Christian’s” faith changes the subject.  

In other words, American Christians don’t want to be 

laughed at. Christians around the world are dying for Jesus 

and we are scared that we might be shunned by our 

“friends” and family. God’s power is in His Gospel. His 

power is in the Good News of Jesus.    
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WEEK 10 – THE CHARACTER OF SCRIPTURE 

Psalm 19:7-9 

The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul; 

The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the 

simple; 

The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; 

The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening 

the eyes; 

The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; 

The judgments of the LORD are true and righteous 

altogether. 

 

The world says that the Word of God is contradictory. It says 

that the Word says one thing in one place and something 

else in another. To the fleshly mind this is true. If one simply 

reads the Word with no help from the Spirit, one will quickly 

be confused.  

Act 8:26: 

Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, 

“Arise and go toward the south along the road 

which goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is 

desert. So he arose and went. And behold, a man of 



One Big Idea 

 

 

Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under 

Candace the queen of the Ethiopians, who had 

charge of all her treasury, and had come to 

Jerusalem to worship, was returning. And sitting in his 

chariot, he was reading Isaiah the prophet. Then the 

Spirit said to Philip, “Go near and overtake this 

chariot.” So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading 

the prophet Isaiah, and said, “Do you understand 

what you are reading?” And he said, “How can I, 

unless someone guides me?” 

The eunuch could not understand the Scripture without 

someone explaining it him because he did not have the 

Holy Spirit. Taken out of context, this passage leads one to 

believe they must have a pastor or teacher tell what the 

Word of God means or it cannot be understood. 

1 John 2:26-27 say: 

These things I have written to you concerning those 

who try to deceive you. But the anointing which you 

have received from Him abides in you, and you do 

not need that anyone teach you; but as the same 

anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is 
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true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, 

you will abide in Him. 

The Word of God must be placed into context. That 

includes the context of the entire Bible. When studying the 

Bible, one should read the entire Bible. As you read the 

Word you will find the context of what wants to convey to 

those who seek Him. 

So, let us look now at the Scripture for this week. “The law of 

the LORD is perfect . . .”  

Hebrews 10:1-4 says: 

For the law, having a shadow of the good things to 

come, and not the very image of the things, can 

never with these same sacrifices, which they offer 

continually year by year, make those who approach 

perfect. For then would they not have ceased to be 

offered? For the worshipers, once purified, would 

have had no more consciousness of sins. But in those 

 

IF THE LAW CANNOT SAVE, HOW IS IT PERFECT? 
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sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year. For it 

is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats 

could take away sins. 

So, if the Law cannot save, how is it perfect? It is perfect 

because it continuously is a reference for the Believer to 

know the heart of God. It continuously allows the Believer 

to know what does and does not please The Father. 

Therefore, the Law, though not leading to salvation, leads 

to a perfect relationship with The Father.  

“The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul . . .” 

Because of the Law, the soul knows how to live. God 

guides those who will listen to His voice to perfect. Matthew 

5:48 says, “Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your 

Father in heaven is perfect.” The Law leads us to that 

perfect relationship in Christ to have the ultimate 

relationship with The Father. This is another way God gives 

us the abundant life. 

“The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple . 

. .” The testimony of the Lord can be counted on. Where is 

His testimony? In His Word. The Word of God gives 

testimony to His faithfulness. The Word reminds us time and 
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time again that, even though Man has been unfaithful to 

God, He remains faithful to Man. 

His love for us is proven in the fact that He tolerates us, 

even while we are sinners. Romans 5:8 says, “But God 

demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were 

still sinners, Christ died for us.” As stated previously, God 

had every right to destroy Mankind with the sin of Adam 

and Eve. But what is missed in this thinking is that God 

breathed His own breath into our bodies (Genesis 2:7). We 

had become part of God through His Spirit at that very 

moment.  

It would seem that the “Breath of life” breathed by God is 

the actual breath that sets Man apart from every other 

living thing. It is that Breath that keeps scientist guessing as 

to why we have life in our bodies. Science can bring a 

body back to life to a certain degree. If the “breath of 

God” has not totally left the body, scientist can stimulate 

the nerves to keep living. But once that breath has left the 

 

WHY IS FEAR OF THE LORD A GOOD THING? 
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body, scientist admit there is nothing else that can be 

done. God alone is who sustains life. 

“The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart . . .” 

The statutes, or laws, of the Lord are right. The laws of God 

lead us into the abundant life. The laws of the Lord keep us 

in constant fellowship with God. However, it is only through 

the sacrifice of Jesus that we can hope to follow the Law.  

When Jesus ascended to Heaven, He told us to wait for the 

Comforter. The Comforter, The Holy Spirit, gives us a 

supernatural power to know and keep the Law. That does 

not mean that we will never sin. But it does mean that the 

Holy Spirit will be a constant reminder of our sin. Once 

reminded, we repent (turn away) from the revealed sin 

and gain a closer walk with The Father.  

“The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the 

eyes . . .” This passage continues to remind us about the 

Law. “The commandment” is another way to say “Law.” 

The commandments are pure. They come from the heart 

of God. God is just! He would not hold us accountable for 

things that we do not know. Therefore, He gives the Law, 

not for salvation, but for relationship.  
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Even the unbeliever knows the Law. Romans 1:20 says, “For 

since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are 

clearly seen, being understood by the things that are 

made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they 

are without excuse . . .” While not knowing every aspect of 

the Law due to their lack of relationship, they have enough 

of the Law to know that there is an almighty God. 

The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever . . .  

Psalm 111:10 says, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 

wisdom; A good understanding have all those who do His 

commandments. His praise endures forever.” 

Proverbs 1:7 says, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 

knowledge, But fools despise wisdom and instruction.” 

“The fear of the Lord” is not a popular topic today. The 

“love” of the Lord is preached from every pulpit. Even 

unbelievers tout “God’s love.” I would make the statement 

that unbelievers don’t know anything about God’s love, 

but it would appear Believers do not either.  

If one does not understand the fear of the Lord, he or she 

cannot possibly understand His love. Unfortunately, there is 

not time in this short lesson to give much time to this topic, 
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but because of the exegesis of the Scripture itself it must be 

mentioned.  

God’s love is encompassed in the fear of the Lord. God’s 

love is so strong, He wants everyone to know the 

alternative. Thos who do not fear God will never 

experience His true love. His true love wants to do 

everything He can to explain the alternative to rejecting 

Him. Unless one understands what awaits them if they do 

not accept His gift of salvation, they will never accept His 

goodness. 

Jesus taught about Hell, perhaps, more than any other 

topic. It is God’s desire for everyone to know what awaits 

those who reject Him. 

“The fear of the Lord is clean . . .” In this passage, the word 

clean means pure, fair, clean. The fear of the Lord, as was 

explained previously, is fair. God’s desire is for all to accept 

Him and His love.  

The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever . . . It is so 

important to fear the Lord because He endures forever. He 

has the power of the universe. More than that, He IS the 

power of the universe.  
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The judgments of the LORD are true and righteous 

altogether. Wait a minute . . . now we have gone from Law 

to Fear to Judgement. There is a lot of information in this 

short passage.  

➢ God is a God of Law 

➢ God is a God of Fear 

➢ God is a God of Judgement 

But what is the main point you may have missed. God is a 

God of love. The love may have been missed because it 

was said as a warning. The warning is a warning of love.  

2 Peter 3:9 says:  

The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some 

men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, 

not willing that any should perish, but that all should 

come to repentance. 

The above passage proves that Psalm 19:7-9 is a message 

of love. His warning is given so everyone knows what will 

happen to those who break His Laws. 

Unfortunately for Mankind, everyone breaks His Laws. So, 

what is our hope? It is Jesus! He is the only hope for 
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Mankind. Mankind cannot keep the Law; therefore, God 

made a way for Lawbreakers to escape the prison of Hell. 

Even though we are guilty; ALL OF US ARE GUILTY; God 

made a way for Mankind to be forgiven. That way is the 

sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. His death, burial and 

resurrection 

➢ Paid the debt with His sacrifice 

➢ Put to death the sins of Man 

➢ Raised to life for eternity everyone who 

accepts His love.  

The proviso is that His love must be accepted. It is not 

automatic.  

The judgments of the LORD are true and righteous 

altogether. 

God is true and righteous. He is always faithful and His Word 

is proof of His love for us. He is “true and righteous 

altogether.” That statement in itself tells us that all of what 

God tells us in His Word is true and righteous; “All” of it. We 

can trust what God tells us and know that we have 

salvation through the sacrifice of His Son Jesus. 
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WEEK 11 – SALVATION: GOD’S WAY 

Ephesians 2:8-9  

For by grace you have been saved through faith, 

and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of 

works, lest anyone should boast. 

For by grace . . . 

God began His relationship with sinful Man by grace. Adam 

and Eve granted everything in the garden at their disposal. 

They had everything they would have needed for eternity, 

but they wanted more. Therefore, Satan deceived them 

into thinking they could be equal with God and convinced 

them to eat of the only fruit, the only tree in the Garden 

God asked them not to. 

Once the fruit was eaten, God had every right to not only 

cast them out of the Graden, but to cast them away from 

Himself for eternity. Instead, grace abounded. Romans 5:20 

says, “Moreover the law entered that the offense might 

 

WHAT IS GRACE? 



One Big Idea 

 

 

abound. But where sin abounded, grace abounded much 

more . . .” His grace continues today.  

 

For by grace you have been saved through faith . . . This 

verse makes it abundantly clear that there is no way to 

work hard enough to enter into God’s sinless Heaven. 

If you have accepted Jesus as Lord and Savior of your life, 

you are saved “through faith.” But notice, I stated Lord and 

Savior. It is the “Lord” part of this phrase that puts people 

off. Many want to be saved on their own terms. But God 

wants us to come on His terms. His terms include 

obedience and the like, but they mainly include “through 

faith.” If one truly comes to a saving knowledge of Jesus 

through faith, he or she will automatically want to be 

obedient; they will want to work; they will want to serve. 

Romans 1:16 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is 

the power of God to salvation for everyone who 

believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. For 

in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to 

faith; as it is written, “The just shall live by faith.” 



One Big Idea 

 

 

Did you catch that last quote? It says, “The just SHALL live 

by faith.” That statement goes both ways. If you have faith, 

you are “just;” if you are just, you will live by faith. That 

means trusting God for every aspect of your life.  

. . . and that not of yourselves . . . 

There is a lot to discover in this simple verse. Many think that 

if they are “good enough” and follow the Ten 

Commandments, they will be worthy of Heaven. But as was 

discussed previously in other lessons, you can’t successfully 

follow the Ten Commandments. 

Therefore, if you want to be saved, you must have faith. 

But, faith in what; the government, the doctors, the 

bankers, the great PooBah; what?  

Acts 4:10-12 says: 

. . . “let it be known to you all, and to all the people 

of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of 

Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised 

from the dead . . . “This is the ‘stone which was 

rejected by you builders, which has become the 

chief cornerstone.’ “Nor is there salvation in any 

other, for there is no other name under heaven given 

among men by which we must be saved.” 
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Isaiah 64:6 is applicable once again: 

But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our 

righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade 

as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken 

us away.  

All of your works are but filthy rags to God. Does that sound 

like a way to win a place in Heaven. No! The truth is, 

Heaven is not won; it is accepted. Many are trying to win a 

prize that cannot be won. God has offered no contest to 

the ones who can be good enough to come with Him for 

eternity. Heaven is big enough for all who call on the Name 

of Jesus. 

Faith only comes through faith in Jesus.  

. . . it is the gift of God . . . 

Romans 5:12-15 says: 

Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the 

world, and death through sin, and thus death spread 

to all men, because all sinned. . . But the free gift is 

not like the offense. For if by the one man’s offense 

many died, much more the grace of God and the 

 

WHAT IS “THE” GIFT? 
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gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, 

abounded to many. 

“The gift by the grace of one Man, Jesus Christ . . .” This gift 

cannot be purchased by your works of righteousness, 

because you have no works of righteousness. Your works 

are as filthy rags. They mean nothing to God. 

Now, let’s examine that a minute, your works do mean 

something to God when they are practiced in obedience 

and love; not out of obligation or looking to get something 

in return. Because you already have salvation through 

faith, your works are done out of love for The Father. At that 

point, they are attributed to you; not for salvation, but for 

rewards.   

. . . not of works, lest anyone should boast.  

Again, Paul thinks it important enough to state again. “Not 

of Works.” If salvation could be earned, the sacrifice of 

Christ was for nothing. God coming to Earth to die would 

have been meaningless. That is why it is so important to 

understand this point. Christ sacrifice is not everything; it’s 

the only thing.  
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Galatians 6:14 says, “But God forbid that I should boast 

except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the 

world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.”  

There is no boast in any works done by man. Only boast by 

the work done by Christ. It would seem, if anyone would 

have the right to boast, it would be one of the Apostles. Yet 

they made it clear that Christ alone is worthy of boasting.  

Puffing yourself up will bring you down eventually. Proverbs 

16:18 says, “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty 

spirit before a fall.” Boasting in one’s self will only bring 

destruction. Boasting in Christ will bring salvation.  

Boasting in anything, other than Christ, is sin. Pride was the 

original sin of Satan himself. He placed himself above God 

and paid the consequences. The pride of life is the same 

thing.  

Jesus tells a parable of just such a man. Luke 12:16-20 says: 

Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: “The 

ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully. “And 

he thought within himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, 

since I have no room to store my crops?’ “So he said, 

‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build 
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greater, and there I will store all my crops and my 

goods. ‘And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have 

many goods laid up for many years; take your ease; 

eat, drink, and be merry.”’ “But God said to him, 

‘Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then 

whose will those things be which you have 

provided?’ 

What was the sin of the man? It was his pride in what HE 

had done. There was no thankfulness; there was no 

humility. I believe this Scripture is, at the very least, two-fold, 

and probable much more than that. 

First is the obvious sin I have already stated; the sin of pride. 

His accomplishments were not his alone. 

The second, the ground yielded the crop, in other words 

God allowed the ground to yield. It was not his labor, but 

God’s blessing that yielded the ground.   

 

ARE YOU DEAD? 
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WEEK 12 – IN CHRIST IS ALL WE NEED 

Colossians 2:13-14 

And you, being dead in your trespasses and the 

uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive 

together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 

having wiped out the handwriting of requirements 

that was against us, which was contrary to us. And 

He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the 

cross. 

And you being dead in you trespasses . . . 

Before Jesus, you were “dead in your trespasses.” What 

trespasses? Your trespasses against God. God told man 

how he was to live, but man repeatedly sinned against 

God. 

In this context, the word trespass means to commit an 

offense against a person’s rules. Trespasser, in this Scripture, 

is one who has broken God’s laws. More than that, they 

have blatantly disregarded what the will of God is in their 

life. Because of these trespasses, we were dead. 
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We could never hope to live eternally with God without the 

sacrifice of Jesus. But God, in His grace, gave us a way. 

Romans 6:1 says:  

What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that 

grace may abound? God forbid. How shall we, that 

are dead to sin, live any longer therein? Know ye not, 

that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ 

were baptized into his death? Therefore we are 

buried with him by baptism into death: that like as 

Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of 

the Father, even so we also should walk in newness 

of life. 

What an awesome promise! This Scripture proclaims that 

we, who have accepted Jesus, are dead to sin, but alive 

with God. Baptism is the outward proclamation that we 

have been buried into Christ and raise with Him to a new 

life.  

It does not say that we will be raised. It says that we “are 

buried with Him into death.” While baptism is not salvation 

in and of itself, it is the proclamation to the world that we 
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have accepted the grace of God through Jesus Christ and 

ARE raised with Him in a new life. 

So, if you have accepted Christ, you “were” as Paul said, 

dead in your trespasses, but now, you are new in Christ.  

. . . and the uncircumcision of your flesh . . . 

Paul is speaking here to the Gentiles. Before Jesus only the 

Jews were the chosen. That does not mean all Jews were, 

or are, saved. But they were, and are, chosen by God to 

be a nation of Believers. 

Now, through Jesus, Gentiles are chosen as well. 

1 Peter 2:9-10 says: 

But you [are] a chosen generation, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, 

that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called 

you out of darkness into His marvelous light; who 

once [were] not a people but [are] now the people 

 

IS CIRCUMCISION VALID TODAY FOR THE PROMISE 

OF GOD? 
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of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have 

obtained mercy. 

This verse makes it clear that we too, as Gentiles, are 

chosen as well. We are chosen to choose, or reject, Christ; 

the same as the Jews. The Jews no more get a free pass 

than we do. 

The Jews were saved under the Old Covenant; the 

Covenant made with Abraham. Gen 17:7 

And I will establish My covenant between Me and 

you and your descendants after you in their 

generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God 

to you and your descendants after you. 

But it is imperative to remember that faith and obedience 

to God are key components of both the Old and New 

Covenant (or Testaments). Therefore, to believe that the 

Jews simply get a pass because of the Abrahamic 

Covenant is a falsehood.  

The Jews in the Old Testament who have eternal life such 

as David, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, were not saved 

merely because of the Covenant. They were saved 

because of there faith and belief in God. In that way, 
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Jesus’ sacrifice was retroactive to cover their sins as well as 

those who had believed God in their heart. 

Hebrews 11:8 says: 

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go 

out to the place which he would receive as an 

inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he 

was going. 

. . . He has made alive together with Him . . . 

He has made you alive together with Him. Are you excited 

yet? You should be! If you have accepted Jesus as Lord 

and Savior, you ARE alive together with Him. That does not 

mean you have to die to receive the promise. You, today, 

are alive with Him. That is another proof of the impossibility 

of losing your salvation. 

However, I must take a quick moment to remind you that 

one must be saved in the first place. Lip service does not 

mean you are saved. A regenerate life is proof you are 

saved. 

What is your pattern? If you are content to live as the world 

lives, you do not know The Father. Acceptance of Jesus 
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means your life will change and you not only accept the 

change, but are seeking it. 

. . . having forgiven you all trespasses . . . 

If you have accepted that forgiveness, truly accept Ted it, 

you are saved. Your life will change from the inside out. 

That does not mean you will never sin again. But it does 

say, you will recognize you sin, repent, and then strive not 

repeat the same sin again. 

One day you will go through a day and realize that you 

have committed that sin in quite a while. It will be then that 

the deceiver will remind you of the sin and try to get you to 

fall back into. Simply stand strong, rebuke Satan in the 

name of Jesus and continue your walk. 

. . . having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that 

was against us, which was contrary to us . . . 

This verse is not as hard to understand as it looks on the 

surface. Remember, Paul was speaking to the Gentiles. The 

Law was against the flesh. Even the chosen people of Israel 

could not keep the Law. The Law was given to the Jews, 

but they could not keep the Law. 
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Therefore, the requirements of the Law could not be kept. 

So, why did God give the Law. The shares the character of 

God. Plus, God, being just, wanted to be sure people knew 

how He wanted them to live to be able to fellowship with 

Him. 

. . . and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to 

the cross. 

He has taken it out of the way. He has removed the 

blockade to salvation for everyone on Earth. He nailed to 

the Cross the sins of the world. He nailed to the cross need 

to live by the Law, thus giving a way for everyone to be 

saved if they choose to. 

That does not mean the Law was abolished. 

Matthew 5:17 (NKJV) “Do not think that I came to destroy 

the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to 

fulfill. 

 

IS THE LAW VALID TODAY? 
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So, the Law is still in effect. Why? So we can remain in 

fellowship with God. Remember, the Law was given so we 

know the character of God. It is given so we know when 

we hurt God and how we are live for Him daily. It is in this 

we walk daily with Christ as a people of God. 
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WEEK 13 – GREAT COMMISSION OR 

GREAT OMISSION 

Matthew 28:19-20 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, “teaching them to observe 

all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am 

with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. 

Before we can understand this verse, it is important to read 

the verse previous. Jesus said, “All authority in Heaven and 

on Earth has been given to me (Matthew 28:18).” 

Jesus has the authority to send us out. He is speaking on 

behalf of God and, in fact, is God. Without His authority we 

have nothing and the power of Gospel would be 

meaningless. 

In His authority we can Go. In His authority people can be 

saved. 

 

WHAT IS THE VALUE IN GOING? 



One Big Idea 

 

 

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations . . . 

Since He has the authority, we can boldly go, expecting 

lives to be changed through the power of His Holy Spirit. 

It is important to know that the power we have is the 

“making disciples.” The imperative is not the going. The 

imperative is for Believers to make disciples. 

For far too long the focus of evangelism has been on the 

“going.” The going is important, but merely giving the 

Gospel and then leaving babies everywhere to discover for 

themselves is not evangelism. 

The parable of the Sower is a good example of simply 

“going.” 

Luke 8:5-8 says: 

“A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, 

some fell by the wayside; and it was trampled down, 

and the birds of the air devoured it. “Some fell on 

rock; and as soon as it sprang up, it withered away 

because it lacked moisture. “And some fell among 

thorns, and the thorns sprang up with it and choked 

it. “But others fell on good ground, sprang up, and 
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yielded a crop a hundredfold.” When He had said 

these things He cried, “He who has ears to hear, let 

him hear!” (Also, Matt 13; Mark 4) 

As the Sower went out, he threw his seed everywhere. He 

was not particular as to where the seed went. The fertile 

ground represents those who were ready, but what must 

be understood is that no farmer plants a crop and then 

pays no attention to it. He cultivates it and tends it to be 

sure to get the best yield. 

So, the first part of the parable is simply going. The last part 

is “making disciples.” This is where the harvest comes from. 

Don’t get me wrong. You must go to make disciples, but if 

we forget that imperative aspect, we lose souls. 

Making a disciple is more than seeing one on Sunday 

morning. It is making a relationship with that person to 

influence their life for Christ. One cannot make a disciple 

by convenience. There must be purposeful dialogue and 

relationship often; daily if possible. 
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Discipleship means cultivating the Word of God within 

someone’s life. American have far too long practiced a 

“religion of convenience.” It is time to practice a 

relationship with Jesus Christ. This means being prepared 

“in season and out of season.” 

2 Timothy 4:2 says: 

Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of 

season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all 

longsuffering and teaching. 

. . . baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit . . . 

Even though we discussed baptism in the previous study, it 

is an important issue. While baptizing is not salvation, it is 

the first step in the discipleship process. It is the baptizing 

that confessed to the world that you have been saved. 

I must reiterate, baptism is not a salvation, and just 

because you have been baptized does not mean you are 

 

DO YOU HAVE A RELATIONSHIP WITH CHRIST? 
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saved. There are many who go through the motions simply 

to get recognition. 

Getting baptized is the first step of obedience, but 

salvation is a heart issue. If your life has not changed, it is 

time for you to re-examine your life.  

1Corinthians 11:28: 

Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the 

faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, 

that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are 

disqualified. 

Galatians 6:3: 

For if anyone thinks himself to be something, when he 

is nothing, he deceives himself. But let each one 

examine his own work, and then he will have 

rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another. For 

each one shall bear his own load. 

We are to look at our lives daily so as to know that we are 

walking in the will of the Father. And, when needs be, 

repent to have a closer walk with Christ so as to be an 

impact for Christ. 
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If you have not seen a change in your life since you have 

accepted Christ, you should examine your salvation and 

fully accept His grace. It is time to let go of all of your vices. 

There is no such thing as a “lukewarm” Christian. Neither is 

there such a thing as Carnal Christian. You are either 

walking in Christ or in the flesh. You cannot have it both 

ways. 

Revelation 3:16 says, “So then, because you are lukewarm, 

and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth.” 

Does that Scripture sound like one who is saved? Does it 

sound like it is “OK” to be in the flesh and be in Christ? No! If 

you have not come past carnality or are still craving the 

world, you need to check your relationship with Christ. Do 

You have a relationship with Christ.  

1John 2:3-6: 

Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep 

His commandments. He who says, “I know Him,” and 

does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the 

truth is not in him. But whoever keeps His word, truly 

the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know 



One Big Idea 

 

 

that we are in Him. He who says he abides in Him 

ought himself also to walk just as He walked. 

These are hard words and hard verses. But they are words 

that must be spoken. There is a time for reckoning in one’s 

life and that time is now.  

. . . teaching them to observe all things that I have 

commanded you . .   

So, maybe you are asking, “How do I disciple?” By 

teaching what Jesus has commanded. What has he 

commanded? 

Luke 10:27 says:  

So he answered and said, “‘You shall love the LORD 

your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all 

your strength, and with all your mind,’ and ‘your 

neighbor as yourself.’” 

That is making disciples. 

Making a disciple is teaching the sometimes-hard truths of 

the Word of God such as the previously stated truths about 

salvation. We can no longer be satisfied with the feel-good 

Gospel that leads to death.  
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Man’s “feel-good” gospel feeds the flesh, which leaves 

room for debauchery. God’s feel-good Gospel brings 

obedience and leads to everlasting life. Because, even 

though God’s feel-good Gospel doesn’t always feel good, 

it always leads to a closer relationship with The Father 

which makes the Believer not only feel good, but 

experience the abundant life of John 10:10.   

. . . and lo, I am with you always, [even] to the end of the 

age.” Amen. 

This is the best part! Jesus said, “I will never leave nor 

forsake you (Hebrews 13:5).” 

When Jesus ascended to Heaven, He said he would send a 

Comforter. That comforter is the Holy Spirit; the same Spirit 

that fell on Jesus at His baptism. 

That Spirit gives us the power to walk victorious in this life. 

We should walk without fear no matter how bad the world 

looks. 

We are not under the authority of the gif of this world. We 

are under the authority of Almighty God. That is why it is 

important to realize ALL authority was given to Jesus, and 

He has imparted it to us. 
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With this power, we can successfully give the Gospel and 

see lives changed for eternity. 


