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Opening Acclamation 

The day is coming to an end; 
Your love, O God, is unending. 
The darkness falls around us; 
Let the moon and stars rejoice. 
 

Hymn of Praise - The Gift  by Mary Oliver 

Be still, my soul, and steadfast. 
Earth and heaven both are still watching 
Though time is draining from the clock 
And your walk, that was confident and quick, 
Has become slow.  

So, be slow if you must, but let 
The heart still play its true part. 
Love still as once you loved, deeply 
And without patience. Let God and the world 
Know you are grateful. 
That the gift has been given.  
 
Collect 

Dear God, thank you for all that is good, for our creation and our humanity, for the stewardship 
you have given us of this planet earth, for the gifts of life and of one another, for your Love, 
unbounded and eternal; O Thou, most holy and beloved, my companion, my Evening Star, my 
guide up the way; be present and bless us as we turn toward our rest. Amen.  
 
Reading 

 
Meditation  

 
Response – A Song of God’s Love  I John 4:7-11 

Beloved, let us love one another, * 
     for love is of God.  
Whoever does not love does not know God, *  
     for God is Love.  
In this the love of God was revealed among us, *  
     that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through Jesus Christ.   
In this is love, not that we loved God but that God loved us *  
     and sent his Son that sins might be forgiven.  



Beloved, since God loved us so much, *  
     we ought also to love one another.  
For if we love one another, God abides in us, * 
      and God’s love will be perfected in us. 
 
Examen and Confession 

How were you nourished today?  
How did you love today? 
What did you learn, or begin to learn, today?  
Where was God visible/tangible today? 
 
Confession  

O God, you have created us in love; you search us and know us. There is no place where we can 
hide from your relentless love.  
When we have been too small-spirited,  
When we have failed in generosity,  
When we have chosen unkind words and actions,  
Forgive us and heal us.  

God bless and forgive us, and strengthen us for the work of love. Amen.  
 
Lord’s Prayer 

Eternal Spirit, 
Earth-maker, Pain-Bearer, Life-Giver, 
Author of all that is and that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 
sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 
Now and forever. Amen. 
 
Benediction 

Blessing, light and glory surround us 
And scatter the darkness of the long and lonely night. 

The divine Spirit dwells in us. 
Thanks be to God. 


