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Opening Acclamation 

For the ending of the day, we thank you, God. 
For the moments of grace and illumination in this day, we thank you, God. 
For a table set with love, we thank you, God. 
For rest and refreshment, we thank you, God. 
 

Hymn of Praise - The Peace of Wild Things by Wendell Berry 

When despair for the world grows in me 
and I wake in the night at the least sound 
in fear of what my life and my children’s lives may be, 
I go and lie down where the wood drake 
rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron feeds. 
I come into the peace of wild things 
who do not tax their lives with forethought 
of grief. I come into the presence of still water. 
And I feel above me the day-blind stars 
waiting with their light. For a time 
I rest in the grace of the world, and am free. 
 

Collect    

Holy One, open my eyes that I may see the needs of others; open my ears that I may hear their 
cries; open my heart so that they need not be without comfort; let me not be afraid to defend the 
weak because of the anger of the strong, nor afraid to defend the poor because of the anger of the 
rich. Show me where love and hope and faith are needed, and use me to bring them to those 
places. And so, open my eyes and my ears that I may in the coming days be able to do some 
work of peace for thee. Amen.    - Alan Paton 
 

Reading 
 

Meditation  
 

Response 

Lead us from death to life, from falsehood to truth. 
Lead us from despair to hope, from fear to trust. 
Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our universe. 
Let us dream together, pray together, work together, 
To build one world of peace and justice for all.   Anon., from “Life Prayers” 



 
Examen and Confession 
Where did you see beauty today? 
When did you feel grateful today? 
When were you particularly aware of God today? 
When were you at your best today? 
 

Confession  

For all the moments when we were distracted, 
When we allowed anger to cloud our judgment, 
When we chose to ignore injustice, 
We seek forgiveness. 

For moments of connection and kindness, 
For opportunities to make peace and bring healing, 
For every moment of love, 
We give you thanks.  
 

Lord’s Prayer 

Eternal Spirit, 
Earth-maker, Pain-Bearer, Life-Giver, 
Author of all that is and that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 
sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 
Now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
Benediction 

May God bless you with moonlight for your path 
 and the companionship of the bright stars; 
May God keep you well as you go to your rest; 
May you dream holy dreams that refresh and heal you; 
May you arise tomorrow with a heart full of love. Amen.  


