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The stars declare the glory of God. 
The night is on fire with the holy. 

Holy One, as the day turns toward evening, and the lamps are lit at dusk, bring us to the 
conclusion of our busy days by your grace, and turn us toward our rest.  
 

Exodus   by Kay Sylvester 
The people make camp in the chill desert night, 
The stars above as close as the tents of neighbors, 
And they sing, both the people and the stars, 
The same song of longing, the same song of walking 
The inelegant rocky pathless land 
Toward a promise. 

The evening firelight draws forth stories, and the elders tell them; 
The young ones dance around the warming flames  
And dream of dates, and honey, and flowing water. 

The people are rarely sure of anything; 
But on we go, step by step, 
Mile by mile, with bread from heaven  
Falling around us like snow. 
This time, these years of walking - 
We weep sometimes with the ache of disconnection,  
The longing for our place; 
But when we arrive, 
It will be this time of starlit longing, of endless walking 
That teaches us  
How to live in the land we are given.  
 
Reading: The day’s selection from Wondrous Encounters” by Richard Rohr 
 
Meditation  
 

Prayers 

Gracious God, we thank you for our lives: for every moment of breath, for health, for joy, for   
friendship, for satisfying work, for love.  

Gracious God, we seek your healing for our bodies, our minds, and our spirits; 
Bring your healing grace to those in need tonight. 

Gracious God, we pray for our planet; teach us again and again how to love her. 



Gracious God, we pray for our learning, our giving, our service, our use of time;  
Help us to embody your dream for the world. 

Gracious God, we pray for our leaders, our artists, our teachers, our workers, ourselves; 
Help us to stitch together a society in which every person has value and voice. 

Silence 

Examen and Confession 
Where did you find hope today? 
When was it difficult to feel hopeful? 
What do you need to leave behind? 
What are you discovering is essential? 
 
Holy One, 
For the moments when we have let fear guide our actions, 
We ask your forgiveness; 
For our lack of imagination and passivity, 
We ask for your energizing love; 
For our sense of helplessness, 
We ask for your strength to grant us courage. 
 
Gracious God, remind us tonight of the abundant life that you desire for all of us, and help us to  
choose it daily, in our words, in our actions, in our prayers, and in our hope. Amen.  

Lord, it is night.  
The night is for stillness.  
Let us be still in the presence of God.  
It is night after a long day.  
What has been done has been done;  
what has not been done has not been done;  
let it be.  

The night is dark.  
Let our fears of the darkness of the world and of our own lives rest in you.  
The night is quiet.  
Let the quietness of your peace enfold us, all dear to us,  
and all who have no peace.  
The night heralds the dawn.  
Let us look expectantly to a new day, new joys, new possibilities. 
In your name we pray. Amen. 

Now go in peace into the soft night. 
Take peace with you; share peace among you; work and pray and live for peace. 
May the peace of Christ be always with you. 
And also with you.  


