
 
 
EVENING PRAYER 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
Advent 2021 
 

Opening Acclamation 

In the evening of life, we shall be judged by love.  - John of the Cross 
 

Hymn of Praise  

Come, Thou long-expected Jesus 

Born to set Thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us, 

Let us find our rest in Thee. 

 

Israel's strength and consolation, 

Hope of all the earth Thou art; 

Dear desire of every nation, 

Joy of every longing heart. 

Born Thy people to deliver, 

Born a child and yet a King, 

Born to reign in us forever, 

Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 

 

By Thine own eternal Spirit 

Rule in all our hearts alone; 

By Thine all sufficient merit, 

Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

Collect    

God of light and darkness, of beginnings and endings: we come to the end of this day asking that 
you sustain us through the evening hours, so we can rise tomorrow alongside the sun, to shine 
with the light of your love. Amen. 
 
 
Reading 
 
 
Meditation  
 



Examen and Confession 

In this season of Advent, we are invited to “prepare the way”.  
What in my life has grown old and cluttered? 
What injustice has come to my attention? 
What is giving me hope? 

Loving God,  
For the moments when we are captured by things that don’t matter, we ask forgiveness. 
For flashes of impatience and moments of selfishness, we are truly sorry. 
By your love, help us to cast away the nonsense and renew our commitment to your kingdom. 
Amen.  
 
God’s grace is for us. We are beloved and forgiven. Amen.  
 
Lord’s Prayer 

Eternal Spirit, 
Earth-maker, Pain-Bearer, Life-Giver, 
Author of all that is and that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 
sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 
Now and forever. Amen. 
 
Benediction 

May the darkness of this night reveal to you the shining of the stars;  
May your rest this night prepare you to open your life to love; 
May God sustain you in hope, enfold you in peace, 
Lift your heart in joy, and empower you for the work of love tomorrow. Amen.  

 
Dismissal 
Now go in peace into the soft night; 
Take peace with you; 
Share peace among you; 
Work and pray and live for peace. 
May the peace of Christ be with you.  


