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…in the HOLY SCRIPTURES: accepting fully the 66 books of the Old and New Testaments as the very Word of God, verbally inspired 
in all their parts and therefore wholly without error as originally given of God, altogether sufficient in themselves as our only rule of 
faith and practice. Ps 119:160; 2 Tim 3:16-17; 2 Pet 1:19-21. 
 

…in the ONE TRUE GOD: Who is omniscient, sovereign, spiritual and personal; perfect, infinite, and eternal in His being, holiness, love, 
wisdom and power; absolutely separate from and above the world as its Creator, yet everywhere present in the world as upholder of 
all things. He exists eternally as the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, three distinct persons who are one in nature, essence, and being, yet 
each having a distinct ministry in relation to His creation. Gen 1:1; Ex 15:11; Ps 139:7-8; Matt 28:19; Jn 10:30; 15:26. 
  

…in the LORD JESUS CHRIST: Who is the Second Person of the Triune God, the Eternal Word and Only Begotten Son, the divine 
agent in creation, revelation and redemption. He, without any change in His divine Nature, became man by the miracle of the Virgin 
Birth, thus to continue forever as both true God and true Man, one Person with two natures. As man He was tempted in all points as we 
are, yet without sin; and as the perfect Lamb of God He gave Himself in death upon the cross, bearing, through His shed blood, the sin 
of the world, and suffering its fully penalty of divine wrath in our stead. He arose from the grave in a glorified body; and as our great 
High Priest He ascended into Heaven, there to appear before the Father as our Advocate and Intercessor. His coming for His Church is 
imminent (at any moment), after which He will return to earth in power and in glory, personally, bodily and visibly, to reign as King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords. Matt 1:18-25; Jn 1:1; 14; 3:16; 14:3; Ac 1:11; Rom 3:23-26; 1 Cor 15:3-7; Gal 4:4-5; Phil 2:6-11;  
Heb 4:14-16; 9:22. 
  

…in the HOLY SPIRIT: Who is the Third Person of the Triune God. He convicts the world concerning sin, righteousness and judgment. He 
regenerates, indwells, baptizes, seals and anoints all that become children of God through Christ, and also empowers, guides, teaches, 
sanctifies and fills believers who daily surrender to Him. Mk 1:8; Jn 3:5; 14:16-17, 26; 16:7-14; Rom 8:9, 16; 1 Cor 12:13;  
2 Cor 1:21,22; 3:18; Eph 1:13, 14; 5:18. 
  

…that ALL MEN ARE BY NATURE AND CHOICE SINFUL AND LOST: that the first man was the direct creation of God, made in His 
image and likeness; but by personal disobedience to the revealed will of God, he became a sinful creature, the father of a fallen race. 
As a result, we are universally sinful in both nature and practice, thus alienated from the life and family of God, and under the 
righteous judgment and wrath of God, having within ourselves no possible means of salvation. Gen 1:27; 3:6; Ps 51:5;  
Rom 3:23; 5:12, 19. 
  

…in SALVATION BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH: that salvation is the free gift of God, neither merited nor secured in part or the whole 
by any virtue or work of man, but received only by personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. In Him all true believers have as a present 
possession the gift of eternal life, a perfect righteousness, sonship in the family of God, deliverance and security from all condemnation, 
every spiritual resource needed for life and godliness, and the divine guarantee that they shall never perish. Apart from Christ there is 
no possible salvation. Jn 1:12; 3:14, 15; 10:28-29; Rom 8:1; Gal 3:11; Eph 2:8-9; Tit 3:5. 
  

…in RIGHTEOUS LIVING AND GODLY WORKS: not as a means of salvation in any sense, but as its proper evidence and fruit. 
Therefore, as Christians we should obey the Word of our Lord, seek the things which are above, and walk as He walked, accepting as 
our solemn responsibility the duty and privilege of bearing the gospel to a lost world; remembering that a victorious and fruitful 
Christian life is possible only for those who in gratitude of the infinite and undeserved mercies of God have presented themselves 
wholly to Christ. Matt 6:33; Rom 12:1; Eph 2:10; Phil 2:16. 
  

…in THE RESURRECTION OF BOTH THE SAVED AND THE LOST: they who are saved unto the resurrection of life and they who are 
lost unto the resurrection of damnation and everlasting conscious punishment. 1 Cor 15:51-53; 1 Thess 4:13-18; Rev 20:11-15. 
  

…in THE PRIESTHOOD OF ALL BELIEVERS: that Christ is our Great High Priest and through Him every believer has direct access into 
God’s presence. The believer has the right and responsibility to personally study, interpret and apply the Scriptures to their life, guided 
by the Holy Spirit and is called to be a minister of the manifold grace of God. Jn 14:6; 2 Tim 2:15; Heb 4:16; 1 Pet 2:4-9. 
 

…in THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH, THE BODY OF CHRIST: of which Christ alone is the Head, and into which all true believers are 
immediately baptized by the Holy Spirit upon coming to faith in Christ Jesus. All members of this one spiritual body should assemble 
and identify themselves with a local church. 1 Cor 12:13; Eph 1:22-23; 4:11-15; Col 1:18; Heb 10:24-25. 
 

…in THE LOCAL CHURCH: that each local church is free to govern itself without ecclesiastical or governmental interference but should 
cooperate with other evangelical churches. The church is responsible to follow the pattern of the New Testament and is directly 
accountable to God. Matt 18:15-18; 2 Cor 8:18-19; 1 Tim 3:15. 
  

…THE ORDINANCES GIVEN TO THE LOCAL CHURCH ARE BAPTISM AND THE LORD’S SUPPER: that Baptism is by immersion of 
believers, thus portraying the believer’s identification with the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The Lord’s Supper is the 
partaking of the bread and cup by believers as a continuing memorial of the broken body and shed blood of Christ until He comes. 
Matt 26:26-30; 28:19-20; Ac 2:41; Rom 6:4; 1 Cor 11:23-28. 
  

…THAT MARRIAGE IS ORDAINED BY GOD AS THE UNION OF ONE MAN AND ONE WOMAN: creating the foundational unit for an 
orderly home and society. Marriage is a creation ordinance and is not a church sacrament. Gen 1:27-28; 2:24; Matt 19:4-6;  
Mk 10:6-9. 

 
 

We Believe… 



 

 

 
CBC’s mission is “glorifying God by knowing Him, treasuring Him, and offering Him to the world,” and our vision 

statement identifies three areas of ministry focus which we believe will help us increase our effectiveness in carrying 
out that mission.  Those vision targets, introduced mid-2016, are Christ-centered community, leadership 

development, and evangelism.  Lastly, our values articulate what ought to remain important and unchanged at 
Calvary as we strive to fulfill our vision and live according to our mission.   
 

In what ways are we succeeding in living according to our mission? 
Though there are certainly opportunities for being a more missionally-driven church, our mission is evident in 

much of what we do.  Specifically, we take God’s glory seriously, especially in our gathered worship settings; 
we seek to know and treasure Him by staying hungry for His Word and responding to what we discover in it; 

and we offer Him to the world by supporting global missionaries and local outreach events.   
  
How have we made progress in fulfilling our vision?  Which parts of the vision need more attention? 
Christ-Centered Community | Much of CBC’s time, resources, and communication are devoted to facilitating 

community.  We like to be together, we get together fairly often in a variety of forums, and you’ll almost 
certainly hear about community-fellowship opportunities in our Sunday announcements each week.  However, 
we’re still learning what it means to intentionally make those community-building moments uniquely Christ-

centered. 
 

Leadership development | Over the past couple years, we’ve seen new leaders emerge in the areas of 
children’s ministry, women’s ministry, tech, worship, small groups, and our search-transition process; mentored-

ministry through Gordon-Conwell is always a leadership development platform for us; and our elders 
recently drafted a proposed leadership development plan.  We have room to grow in this area by 
becoming more strategic, by integrating leadership development with discipleship, and by overcoming the 

regionally/culturally-influenced tendency to expect new leaders to “already know the rules” and figure 
things out on their own.   
 

Evangelism  |  CBC has proven willing and eager to support every evangelistic effort put forth thus far!  It is 

not difficult to build momentum, generate involvement, and pull in extra resources for local outreach and 
specific missional needs.  Our evangelistic strategy over the past few years has included seasonal events and 
weekly meals for the homeless, and through those platforms, the Lord has given us trust and rapport with the 

surrounding community.  We would like to grow in personal-relational evangelism to our neighbors, co-
workers, family members, and classmates, and we would like to improve in using our existing community 

connections for evangelism and discipleship.   
 

Values  |  This graphic 
identifies which of our stated 
values are operational and 

which should be considered 
aspirational. This is intended 

to represent how well we 
understand, embrace, protect, 

and celebrate our values 
(operational) and where we 

probably need to grow 
(aspirational).   

  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Mission, Vision & Values 



 
CBC was founded in 1918 by a small group of Slavic immigrants who left Europe during the years leading up to 
the first World War. The church was originally called the Russian Baptist Church, and services were conducted by 
lay leaders rather than a full-time 

preacher until 1940.  Services were led 
mostly in Russian until 1948 when Pastor 

John Mentus began preaching services in 
both Russian and English, and in 1961, 

the church was renamed Calvary Baptist 
Church. It wasn’t until 1929 that the 

church began meeting in the building it 
occupies today, though the structure was 
significantly renovated in 1966. 

 

Who We Are Today 

Demographics  |  Today, CBC is a vibrant congregation with an average Sunday attendance of about 140 and 
a serious, yet contemporary worship style.  The church is comprised of young families, working professionals, 

college and seminary students, and local 
community members – some of whom have 

been attending for many generations and 
can trace their roots back to the founders of 
the church!  Calvary is becoming increasingly 

diverse, but remains proud of its Slavic roots.  
Over 60% of our congregation is made up 

of married couples, many of which are 
young families. 71% of the congregation is 

between the ages of 18-40, not including 
the growing number of children which 

currently comprises 30% of the 
congregation!   
 

Leadership & Polity  |  Calvary is an 
independent, Baptistic, non-denominational, 

congregationally-governed church led by elders and deacons.  In 
practice, the elders operate as a team while deacons function 

independently, each leading his or her own committee in various 
ministry areas according to the capacities listed below.  Together, 

elders and deacons comprise the executive committee, which meets 
monthly to manage 
ministry activity and 

resources.  The executive 
committee proposes the 

annual budget, as well 
as major church-wide 

needs and changes, to 
our members who vote 

on those proposals.  CBC 
also operates according 
to a constitution and 

membership covenant.   
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Story 

 

 



 
Buildings & Properties  | CBC’s facility is 

situated in a residential neighborhood just a 
few blocks from downtown Peabody, 

commercial properties, and a large 
Catholic school and church.  Calvary 

occupies and owns a 9000 sq. ft., 
three-level building, a neighboring 

parsonage, and about forty-five of its 
own parking spaces.  CBC also rents its 
facility out to the Slavic Evangelical 

Baptist Church and Sara Nossa Terra, a 
Portugese-speaking congregation.  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
Financial Health | Calvary sees its resources as God’s possessions and accordingly strives to be good stewards 
of those resources.  Over each of the past three years, CBC has approved roughly a $300,000 budget, with its 

giving and expenses coming in just under budget.  Occasionally, the Executive Committee approves special funds 
and offerings, which means that total giving is often higher than general fund giving. 
 

Surrounding Community  |  Peabody and 

surrounding North Shore towns are growing! 
These predominantly white (mainly Irish and 

Italian) and Hispanic (mainly Dominican, Mexican, 

and Puerto Rican) towns have an average 
median income of $69,729. The poverty rate 

in Peabody was at 8.16%, with Salem’s 
poverty rate rising to 15.22% in 2017.  
   

Local Community Needs  |  CBC serves as a 
polling site, it hosts Girl Scout meetings, and 

serves a weekly meal for people in need, 
through which our Pastor of Connection & Care 

has helped us develop a strong relationship 
with the local homeless population.  Some of 

Peabody’s current needs, which Calvary may want to consider trying to meet at some point, include after-school 
programs for teens, extracurricular activities for pre-teens, drug abuse and prevention programs, resourcing the 

food pantry which recently tripled its output, and providing school supplies for kids of low-income families.   
 

Summary  |  CBC is a healthy, stable, active church in a region with tremendous need for the Gospel.  It remains 
hungry for God’s Word, driven to worship the Lord, and eager to grow and fulfill its vision while leveraging its 

unique history, character, and community connections for increased missional effectiveness!   


