
*For those who are able, please stand 

Ushers:    Nan Scott, Michael Limbaugh, Jeff Thomas, Mac Holland 

Accompanists:  Todd Spangler, George Hill  

If you are looking for a place that respects tradition while embracing the 

future, then you discover why God brought you here.  We are a faithful 

place, which is led by the graciousness of the Holy Spirit and the truth of 

God’s Word.  We hope that you might consider our church to be your  

spiritual home!  

Members and visitors can continue conversations after worship in the 

Greeting Room immediately behind the sanctuary. Coffee, tea and water are 

available.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You may contact our pastor Andy Morgan at 704-221-6520 or email 

pastor@fountaincitypres.org 

Our WOW Christmas Program and Nativity will be on Wednesday, 

December 4, at 6:30. All children from 3 years - 5th grade are invited to 

participate in our impromptu Nativity. Costumes will be available in the art room 

(across from double doors on 2nd floor). Please have your child dressed and 

sitting with you in the sanctuary by 6:15. They may be an animal, a shepherd or 

an angel.  As the Christmas story is read, your child will go forward at the 

appropriate time during the program. Children under 3 yrs old may dress and go 

forward for the last song. If you have any questions, please call the office or 

Donna Hager (219-9839). We are looking forward to having all our children 

participate.  

We will be having pizza for dinner at 5:15 p.m.  Please fill out a WOW 

reservation form if you wish to eat with us. 

 

Remember to fill out your pledge card for 2020 and place in the offering plate  

using the envelopes provided.  This will help the finance team plan our 2020 

budget.  Thank you. 

End of year 2019 offerings- In order to receive credit for your 2019 offerings 

you must have them in by Monday, December 30 and online offerings by 

December 23, 2019.  Thank you.  

Thank you Donna Hager, Debby Dowling and Faye Jones for the beautiful 

sanctuary decorations.   If you see them, say thank you!  

Women’s Fellowship – Christmas goodie swap and Christmas Craft on Sunday, 

December 15, 3-5 p.m.  Bring 3 dozen of your favorite Christmas goodies to 

share and then we will make a Christmas craft.  Bring a container to put your 

assortment of goodies in.  Please sign up on the bulletin board in the church 

office hallway so we can plan for the craft project. Reservations must be in 

by Friday, the 13th at noon.  You can still come after that to exchange goodies 

but will not be able to do the craft.  A $5.00 donation would be appreciated to 

off-set the price for craft supplies.  

 

OUR WORK IS NOT FINISHED!!!  Threads of Hope Mission will once again 

be returning to Belize.  The dates are January 3 thru April 3, 2020. Work will 

continue with the sewing groups in Los Tambos and Buena Vista. Projects will 

include those to continue developing skills as well as work on products that can 

be taken to market.  FCPC congregation and friends have continued to help make 

this all possible. As we prepare for our 7th trip as Threads of Hope, we ask for 

your continued prayerful support.  Talk to Joe or Linda for information on the 

exciting work being done in Belize.  To follow the activity of Threads of Hope 

while we are in Belize check out our blog at       

www.fcpcbelizesewing.blogspot.com 

Yuletide Tales and Treats – Friday, December 20, 6-7:45 p.m. in the fellowship 

hall.  Hot cocoa, popcorn, pizza, come in your pajamas. Fun for all ages. Sign up 

on the fellowship board or in the children’s hallway or email the church office. 

Church office closings- The church office will be closing at noon on Friday,  

December 6 so the staff may enjoy their Christmas party. The Church office will 

be closed on December 24 & 25 for the Christmas holidays and December 31 and 

January 1 for the New Year holiday.  

Advent Bible Study with Linda Sullivan - 5 Sessions 

                        Advent, The Weary World Rejoices 

We will meet at 6:00pm in the Fireside Room on the following days: 

Wednesday, December 4       Wednesday, December 11 

Wednesday, December 18     Monday, December 23 

Wednesday, January 8       Please order your book & bring it to the first session.  

 

Fountain City Lion's Club is having its annual drive to provide bicycles to the 

Mission of Hope for their Christmas program in northeast Tennessee and 

southeast Kentucky. We hope to provide 2 girl's bikes and 2 boys bikes for each 

of 28 schools for a total of 112 bikes. Each bike costs $50. Please consider, as a 

class project or individually, to provide funds for this endeavor that is made in 

memory of Bill William's son Michael. Please direct any questions to Bob Davis 

or Dan Rhea. 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

    Welcome 

 

 

 
 

    Fountain City 

   Presbyterian Church 
                 December 1, 2019 

             First Sunday of Advent  

             10:30 a.m. 

 

Facebook: Fountain City Presbyterian Church 

Fountain City Presbyterian Church Youth 

Instagram: fountaincitypresbyterian 

Twitter: @FCPresbyterian 

Webpage: www.fountaincitypres.org 

500 Hotel Road  

Phone 865-688-2163 

      Past Sermons and Bulletins            Ministries and Missions           

            Devotional Resources          Life Needs 

           Church Happenings     Staff Information 

                 Online Giving     …and much more! 

 

  

Fountain City Presbyterian LOVES children in worship 

To make families more comfortable we have worship bags that contain 

a clipboard, a “boogie board”, markers, crayons and colored pencils in 

the wagons located in the Narthex and outside the sanctuary near the 

chancel.  Children’s bulletins and color sheets are in the clear bags.  

Please return the worship bags to the nearest wagon after worship.   
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ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 

Organ Prelude                              

Welcome                                         Andy Morgan      

Lighting the First Advent Candle                  Ben, April & Maggie Lamb 

Voice A:   I will wait for seasons to change. 

Voice B:   I will wait for the sun to rise. 

Voice C:  I will wait for you to say sorry. 

Voice A:  I will wait for the doctor to call. 

Voice B:  I will wait for Christmas to arrive. 

Voice C:  I will wait for a lot of things, but I will not wait for hope.                    

Voice A:  I cannot wait for hope, because I want to live with hope— 

  today and everyday. 

Voice B:  I want to roll my sleeves up and get to work—living,  

               serving, giving, and transforming with the hope of a  

                        better day. 

All Voices: So today we light the candle of hope as a reminder and as a  

  prayer that we might stop waiting and start living, stop  

  watching and start moving. 

Congregation: May the light of this candle burn inside us this  

   week—inspiring hope and action for God’s promised  

   day.  Amen.  

Choral Prelude                             ‘tis a Season for Singing, Chancel Choir 

Call to Worship                   Andy Morgan  

Leader: Hope is gravity for the broken— 

People: Pulling us up. 

Leader: Hope is manna in the wilderness 

People: When we want to give up. 

Leader: Hope is seeing stars in the city 

People: when we forget the sky is there. 

Leader: Hope is the anthem of faith 

People: and the reason we’re here. 

Leader: So come to this place with your hopes and your fears. 

People: For the God of new life is drawing near. 

Leader: Let us worship Holy God.  

  

 (please stand as the organ begins)  

*Hymn No. 245                   O Come, O Come Emmanuel (Verses 1,3 & 4) 

Opening Prayer                 Margaret Fuqua   

Leader:  Holy One, you have promised us that the day of our salvation  

is near.  Keep us faithful in love and watchful in prayer, so that we may  

stand with confidence and joy, at the coming of Christ, our redeemer  

and Lord. Amen.  

Choral Call to Confession Let’s Worship and Adore Thee, Chancel Choir 

Call to Confession – from What Can’t Wait Devotion Sunday, Dec. 1 by  

                                                                                                     Sarah Are 

Leader:  Hope is watching the sunset and setting an alarm.  Hope is 

planting seeds in the winter, assuming summer will come.  Hope is being 

honest with God and one another, anticipating grace and mercy.  With 

hopeful hearts, let us confess the ways that we have fallen short of who we 

are to God.  

Prayer of Confession 

All:  Gracious God, You paint a picture of  a better world—A world 

of peace and joy, of equality and grace.  But we turn our heads and 

close our eyes, afraid that you might want us to help.  You ask us to be 

brave, and we are complacent.  You ask us to speak out, but instead 

we stay quiet.  You ask us to listen, and we assume we are the experts. 

You lead with love, and we wait on the sidelines, Forgive us for always 

being ten steps behind you.  Forgive us for all the ways we are works 

in progress.  Fill our hearts with a hope that won’t let go.  Gratefully 

we pray. Amen.   

Refrain  (seated) – O Come, O Come Emmanual (Verse 2) 

O come, Thou Dayspring, come 

and cheer Our spirits by Thine advent here  

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night  

And death’s dark shadows put to flight.   

Assurance of God’s Forgiveness - from What Can’t Wait Devotion  

                                                                         Sunday, Dec. 1 by Sarah Are 

Leader:  God’s love for this world and for humanity shocks the system.  

Tables are turned, people are healed, the outcasts are seen, children are 

welcomed, boundaries are broken, and we are forgiven.  Be at peace, 

siblings in faith, through our faith in Christ Jesus, God’s love and mercy 

covers all our sin.  Know that you are forgiven and capable of forgiving.  

   (Please stand when the organ begins) 

*Response – Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel 

*Hymn No. 244                                       Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus    

Ritual of Friendship                              
Members and Guests - Please sign and pass the friendship register located 

on the center aisle under the pew in front of you. 

   

PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

Prayer of Illumination  

All:  Amid much confusion, signs leading away from You, we seek 

Your truth.  Open our hearts to the wonders of Your work and the 

wisdom of Your word.  

Gospel Reading                                                  Matthew 24:36-44, p. 756  

Anthem                                         ‘tis a Season for Singing, Chancel Choir                           

Hebrew Bible Reading                                      Isaiah 2:1-5, p. 525  

Sermon     Hope Can’t Wait                                       Andy Morgan                                 

GIVE THANKS TO GOD 

Offertory                                                        

*Doxology                Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow        

        The Celebration Hymnal, P. 815                                                          

                         

*Affirmation of Faith  (from the Confession of Belhar) 

We believe that God entrusted the church with the message of 

reconciliation in and through Jesus Christ; that the church is 

called to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world, that 

the church is called blessed because it is a peacemaker, that the 

church is witness both by word and by deed to the new heaven 

and the new earth in which righteousness dwells.                                    

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

The Invitation                             

Words of Institution                         

Serving of the Bread and Cup 

Closing Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer                     

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as 

we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil:  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever. Amen.  

                                               *Hymn No. 548                                                               As the Deer   

 

GO IN GOD’S NAME – BEGINNING OF MISSION 

*Pastoral Benediction                                     Andy Morgan                                      

*Congregational Benediction  

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high 

And order all things, far and nigh 

To us the path of knowledge show 

And cause us in her ways to go 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel     

 Organ Postlude  

 

  

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


