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The Bible: TLDNR or Cornerstone? 
Reading the Bible is crucial for Christians who seek to deepen 
their faith and grow in their relationship with God. This certainly 
is not a controversial statement as many Christians, regardless of 
denominational affiliation, would echo the importance of 
Scripture to a person’s faith life and development. Our own Book 
of Confessions notes that, 

“God instructs the church and equips it for mission 
preaching and teaching. By these, when they are carried on 
in the fidelity of the Scriptures and dependence upon the 
Holy Spirit, the people hear the word of God and accept 
and follow Christ…Therefore, effective preaching, 
teaching, and personal witness require disciplined study of 
both the Bible and the contemporary world.”(9.49)

But are we actually reading Scripture? 
Few would argue that reading Scripture is not important for a 
Christian, but research shows that people do not engage with 
Scripture as much as a high view of Scripture might suggest. 
Through the Religious Landscape Survey, The Pew Center for 
Research concluded that a majority of people (45%) seldom/never 
read Scripture while 35% read it once per week.  This 3-session 

VBS Class seeks 
to give you the 
basic 
interpretive 
steps to more 
thoughtfully and 
more frequently 
engage with and 
hear God’s 
Word. 
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Lesson Goals 

• Introduce the terms 
“listening” and “hearing”.  

• Introduce steps for “hearing” 
God’s Word.  

• Observe steps for “hearing” 
God’s Word in sermon “talk-
back”  

VBS Series Lesson  
Topics  

1. From Listening to Hearing 
God’s Word - Intro to 
Interpretation  

2. Hearing Music - Practicing 
Interpretative Principles  

3. Hearing Anew - Applying 
Interpretive Practices to 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
Session 1: From Listening to Hearing God’s Word 
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From “listening”  to “hearing”.  
When I am driving down Broadway to go to the store, I often 
overhear music coming from a vehicle next to me at a stop light; I 
bet this has happened to you as well. What happens when music 
seeps into your car is an unexpected opportunity to “listen” but 

not necessarily an act of 
“hearing”. 

I will differentiate 
“listening” and “hearing” 
by stressing the passive 
role of the former and 
the active experience of 
the latter. When we 
“listen” to a song, we 
take in, enjoy it, tap 

our toes, and even sing 
some of the words, but “listening” does not change us. 
When words and melody collide in a person’s ears and 
they experience a change, they are able to articulate what 
the song means for them in that moment and it evokes a 
response that leaves them different, the person has 
“heard”.  

This concept of “listening” and “hearing” can be applied to our 
engagement with Scripture as many of us “listen” to Scripture 
being read (on Sunday), read it for ourselves in a devotional, or 
even study it, but for some 
reason we might not 
connect to it or 
experience a great deal of 
change. Ultimately, it 
doesn’t matter if someone 
can quote Scripture, list 
the books of the Bible in 
order, or even recall facts 
about God’s Word if 
engaging with it does not 
lead to a deepening of faith. 

I believe we are called to “hear” and be ever ready to continue 
“hearing” Scripture, let’s go beyond “listening” to “hearing”. 
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Steps for “Hearing”  

Step 1: Have I “heard” this 
before:?  

Before you engage and seek to 
“hear” you must first ask if you   
have “heard” the passage 
before? When? What 
interpretation did you make (or 
was made for you)?  

Step 2: Listen to Hear   

As we begin the process of 
interpretation, we must be 
deliberate about seeking to 
actively hear something new and 
transformative.   

Step 3: Slow Down, Notice the 
Notes 

The next time, listen for words/
images/phrases/idioms/etc. that 
peak your interest or that need 
further explanation. Underline/
circle/highlight these words.  

Step 4: Follow the Melody  

It’s important to know the author 
(and their audience) of the text, 
approximate date of authorship, 
genre, and historical/political 
circumstances of the time and 
place Using your findings from 
step 3, refer to references in a 
study bible, commentaries, or 
bible dictionaries to explore the 
your findings  

Step 5: State what you heard  

Articulate what the passage says 
about God, world, and humanity. 
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