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PATHS

Arise, O Christian people! Prepare yourselves today;
Prepare to greet the Savior, who takes your sins away.
To us by grace alone the truth and light were given;
The promised Lord from heaven to all the world is shown.
LSB 354 (Valentin Thilo)

During this winter season, how do you prepare for guests? Depending on who they are,
you probably cook and clean. You also might enlist helpers, confirm arrival (and
departure!) times, and arrange your schedule. And then you wait. Sometimes your
company arrives before you are ready; other times, the wait seems endless.
During Advent, we await the coming of the Christ. Of course, He already came that first
Christmas; but, today, we await His return. We can do so with confidence because, as the
hymn stanza above reminds us, this Savior has taken our sins away and, by grace alone,
we can know this truth. But that isn't all. As the last line remarks, this promised Lord is
shown to all; that is, He is also here and now, made known to the world through the
proclamation of His Word and shared with us through the partaking of His merciful gifts
for the salvation of our souls.
We are happy to be able to wish you a blessed season of waiting and then celebrating
the Savior of the world, Jesus the Christ. Merry Christmas, our dear friends and family,
and we thank you once again for the partnership you share with us in this ministry.
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