
Looking back one year ago, we realize that 
much of this Christmas season was celebrated 
in similar fashion. There certainly is a time and 
place for new ideas; but doing things ‘like last 
year’ isn’t necessarily a bad thing. 

Just as a young child can’t wait for Christmas to 
arrive, our collective community can’t seem to 
wait to return to those celebrations of ‘old’ with 
gatherings, 100% capacity, fellowship meals, 
and live presentations. Yet, similar restrictions 
from a year ago remain and, in the end, it made 
sense to engage with those around us 
accordingly.

Christmas always gives us a chance to prepare 
cookies for distribution to those in our 
neighborhood whom we see and interact with 
frequently (1). Talking about culture differences 
is always an easy topic with our Korean friends 
and acquaintances, especially in regard to 
holidays and Christian celebrations in particular. 
Dee Dee also prepared seasonal treats for the 
office staff of our partner church body, the 
Lutheran Church in Korea, which helps us in 
many ways throughout the year (2).  

Our worshipping community at International 
Lutheran Church (ILC) in Seoul is diverse. And 
those that make it up are more transient than 
stable. The end of the year brought some sad 
goodbyes, including a sendoff for the 
ambassador from Papua New Guinea who is a 
member of our partner Lutheran church in that 
archipelago (3). Some old friends at church 
remain, however, including these two women 
who have been consistent attendees of the 
Women’s Bible Study for years (4). 
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Also at church, we had another opportunity to 
tell the Good News to and through our Sunday 
School students (5). The fact that we were not 
able to perform a traditional ‘program’ in person 
(indeed, we are still meeting at least partially 
online) actually expanded our outreach once 
again as we worked with local partners to share 
our online version (with Korean translation) with 
our Korean counterparts and their churches (6). 

In other brief news: Both girls musically 
performed at school while we were limited to 
viewing from home (7 and 8). Lily turned 16 (9)! 
Matt has been able to return to Korean studies 
while Dee Dee’s volunteering with the 
orphanages is still limited to planning, 
organizing, and preparing educational kits for 
the kids. Despite not being able to seat 100% 
capacity, we regularly welcome new visitors to 
ILC and continue to enhance our methods of 
reaching the community through our improving 
media technology.

During the Advent, Christmas, and New Year 
seasons, we received your well-wishes and 
prayers in the form of cards, notes, and emails. 
We very much feel your faithful support and 
thank you for remembering us in many ways. 

In Asia, we are entering the ‘Year of the 
Tiger’ (10) which happens to mark 12 years since 
we moved from Taiwan to South Korea. God 
continues to show His gracious mercy to us each 
and every day. Thank you, again, for your 
partnership in this ministry. May more people 
hear and trust in the Good News of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus!
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