
 

Dear friends in Christ at COS,  
 

Greetings in this New Year to you through our Lord Jesus in whom we have new and eternal 

life!  
 

Physical health and well-being often dominate our thinking, even in ‘normal’ times and 

certainly much more over these last 12 months. To many who are reading this, you may 

have suffered, or are suffering, in a physical way. Not just virus-induced concerns, but basic 

health matters are always before us. We live out our lives in these tents (2 Cor. 5) until we 

have our eternal bodies and souls in heaven with our Lord. In that we have hope, even in 

the midst of the real challenges of our earthly life. However this note may find you as a 

congregation of individuals, we pray God’s blessings of grace, mercy, and peace.  
 

Like most of the world, we look back at 2020 and see how our daily lives changed. In the 

midst of the adjustments, God provided opportunities for our family to remain active in the 

ministry to which we have been called here in East Asia. That is, though the Advent, 

Christmas, and holiday season felt slightly less frantic, we were grateful to share the 

message of Christ’s coming into the world for our salvation.  
 

Lily and Olivia (9th and 7th grade) have recently returned to school after the winter break 

and are now able to attend classes in a hybrid manner - some days virtually at home, some 

days physically at school. Dee Dee’s work at the orphanages has continued, though 

principally through learning packets, video messages, and care packages. I haven’t 

physically traveled to our other ministry sites for over 12 months now, but have had plenty 

of opportunity to utilize technology to support and encourage our teams there In-person 

church-based ministry has been reduced, but other digital and recorded means have 

enabled us to share, in some instances, with even more people. At home, our regular 

practice of welcoming people to our table has certainly been affected by local restrictions 

and we look forward to a return to that aspect of our ministry.  
 

As we get caught up with our communications, we would like to thank you for your ever-

faithful support. We are very grateful that you continue to remember us and show your 

concern and interest with much generosity. Such gifts encourage us mightily in our efforts 

to fundraise 100% of our support. As always, your prayers are also critically important. In 

sum, we are very thankful for your partnership in all the ways it takes shape. Thank you so 

much, dear friends at COS. 
 

May our Lord guard and protect us all, in body and soul, through Jesus.  
 

Matt, for the family (Dee Dee, Lily, and Olivia) 

LCMS missionaries in East Asia 

 

 


