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Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church 

A Labor of Love 
 

“Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing 

move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of 

the Lord, because you know that your labor in the 

Lord is not in vain.” 1 Cor. 15:58 
 

The first “Labor Day” celebration was held on 

September 5, 1882 at the prompting of the Central 

Labor Union of New York City. At the time, 

working conditions and morale among workers 

were extremely low.  The leaders were looking 

for a way to honor the economic and social 

achievements of the American worker. The idea 

gradually spread to other cities and states. On 

June 28, 1894, Congress passed an act decreeing 

the first Monday in September as a legal and    

national holiday. The parades, speeches, and other 

festivities are seen as labors of love which help us 

stand firm and continue in our labors the other 

364 days in the year.  

 

As Christians, we have been called to give    

ourselves “fully to the work of the Lord”. Every 

day He gives us opportunities to show our love 

for him through works of mercy in our homes, 

communities and church. I thank God for the 

privilege of working alongside you in our 

church. However, I must confess that often I 

find it difficult to “give myself fully to the work 

of the Lord.” My heart is sinful. I struggle every 

day between the things of God and the things of 

the world. My morale can get low.  I get       

frustrated when I don’t see as much change as 

I’d like from my labor. At these times, I am 

working more for myself than the Lord. Such sin 

makes it hard to “stand firm”. That’s why it is so 

important to come back to the cross, to Jesus’ 

labor of love. He left His home in heaven, lived 

a sinless life on earth, died a criminal's death, 

and rose victorious on Easter.  Because of His 

labor of love, I am forgiven. With a clean heart 

and right spirit within me, I can indeed stand 

firm. What is true for me is equally true for each 

of us.  

 

I look forward to joining with you in labors of 

love this month—worship, Bible Study and   

service projects. Seeing other Christians give 

themselves fully to the work of the Lord in    

labors of love also helps us stand firm in our 

faith. We know that as we carry out labors of 

love, our faith, and the faith of those around us, 

is strengthened. His love for us is made evident, 

as well as our love for Him.  

 

As you continue in your labors of love, stand 

firm, your labor in the Lord is not in vain.   

 

In the Service of Christ and You, 

 

Pastor Mark Rhoads 

Philippians 1:3-6 
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I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

SERGEANT YORK THE PLAY is coming to Christ Our Savior Church on      

Sunday, September 16th, 2018 at 3 pm. (Free to all, but a love offering would be appreciated) 

This one-man play was written by Lisa Soland, a teacher at Maryville College, which depicts 

the entire story and life of Sergeant Alvin York, the most decorated WWI soldier of the U.S. 

Army. He received the Medal of Honor for gallantry for his action in the Argon Forest, 

France.  It is to be performed by a local actor Greg Helton, who was born and raised in Mor-

ristown, Tennessee.  It is a historically accurately depiction of events from WWI and WWII 

on the local, national and international level.  This play fills in some of the gaps found in the 

movie and adds comments from Alvin’s family, while adding a fantastic Christian message 

which shows how prayer can do wonders. This play, which is going on a national tour, is a 

fantastic production and a play that you do not want to miss.   

Search sergeantyorkplay on Facebook for more information about the play. 

For more information or if you want to help us put on this production, contact Wayne or Katie 

Schnell 865-816-3909 or email wayne_schnell@hotmail.com. 

Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church 

Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod 
260 Wade Road West, Loudon, TN 37774 

Office Phone:  (865) 458-9407   Office 

Fax:  (865) 458-8531 

E-mail:  Christrs@bellsouth.net 

REV. Brian Truog, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Mark R. Rhoads, Pastor 

 Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.  

Monday-Friday 

Traditional Service 8:30 A.M. 

Blended Service  11:00 A.M. 

Adult Bible Class/ 

Sunday School 10:00 A.M. 

A Place to Worship, to Learn, to Serve. 

A Stephen Ministry Congregation 
www.coslctn.org 

 

 Heard Sunday 
Mornings 
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Getting to Know Your Church Family 
Meet Ruthann Webb 

 

Ruthann was born and raised in the small 

farm community of Monroeville, Indiana 

which is near Fort Wayne. She and her family 

are life-long Missouri Synod Lutherans. She 

lived at home until she graduated from high 

school. She attended Indiana University in 

Fort Wayne before transferring to Concordia 

University in River Forrest, Illinois.  She 

graduated from Concordia with a degree in 

Christian Education and taught kindergarten,  

first and second grade for ten years at Zion 

Lutheran School in Marengo, Illinois.  

She and her husband, Bill, met in Illinois 

and they have been married for forty seven 

years. Bill graduated from Michigan         

Technological University in Houghton, 

Michigan with a degree in Mechanical       

Engineering. Bill was an engineer for         

Allegheny Ludlum Corporation, one of the 

largest manufacturers of specialty steel in the 

world. Bill has had several jobs and they have 

moved all over the country. They have built 

three new homes in three different states, doing most of the work by themselves. Ruthann states, 

“That’s what happens when you marry an engineer that likes to design and make things.” Bill and 

Ruthann have a son who lives in Grimes, Iowa and a daughter who lives in Maryville, Tennessee 

and three grandchildren.  

After retirement they visited the Bella Vista Retirement Community in Arkansas, which is 

another community that was developed by Cooper. They recommended that Bill and Ruthann visit 

Tellico Village. They loved Tellico Village and they built another new home in the Coyatee Hills 

Neighborhood. They moved to Tellico Village from Aberdeen, South Dakota in 2006.  

Ruthann became a member of Christ Our Savior in 2006 and has been an active member ever 

since.  

She is active in the Heaven Scent and the Prayer Shawl Ministries, the Merry Bakers, and the 

Tellico Village Quilting Group. She enjoys doing craft projects, puzzles, and playing computer 

games.  

Ruthann and Bill are very happy to be living in Tellico Village and she feels blessed to be a 

member of our church. Please make it a point to get acquainted with her if you haven’t already 

done so. 

Dennis Tiernan - Elder 
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LHM in LIBERIA 
Liberia is located on the west shore of Africa and a republic. It was settled by freed US slaves in 

1822; they established a republic in 1847.  The flag is a replica of the American flag with an upper left 
blue field of one star. The capital is Monrovia, named after James Monroe, and lies 436 north of the  
equator and houses the second largest rain forest in West Africa.  With 4.7 million people, 64% of which 
are younger than 25 years of age, a result of years of civil wars and government mismanagement.  The 
country is abundant with iron, rubber, diamonds and gold, which are its main exports. 

Lutheran Hour Ministries began work there in 2013 at the end of devastating 14 year civil war. Their 

official language is English with 16 native languages and less than half of the population able to read 

and write!  Our radio program, “Words of Hope”, broadcasts weekly by way of the Liberia Broadcasting 

System and offers bible correspondence courses and referrals to local churches.  Staff members partner 

with local Pastors by conducting “Equipping the Saints” workshops and promoting Youth ministry and 

activities which encourage social interactions and Gospel sharing.  

Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty 
My name is Gregory Seltz, and I’m launching our Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty here in 

DC (Some of you may have known me when I was the Speaker of the national radio program, The      

Lutheran Hour). Presently, We have an office in DC, and We’re bringing a Two-Kingdom, biblical 

voice to our Nation’s Capital to partner with many who are hard at work defending religious liberty, the     

sanctity of Life, and marriage. And, even more so, we are here to help our people more effectively “put 

their temporal liberties to work in service of the eternal Liberties of Christ,” for the sake of the Church 

and the culture in which we live. I’ve met most all of you in person. So, hello again, and may I ask a    

favor? 

This is a one-time ask to encourage you get on our email list for the weekly “Word from the    

Center” Devotions and Reflections…..Each Monday you’ll receive a devotion to bless your week, and 

each Friday you’ll receive a “Two-Kingdom Op-ed reflection” on various issues in the culture. To join? 

just text…… LCRL to 444999 on your phone and fill in the blanks. Would you prayerfully give us a 

read/a listen (eventually it will be a recording, then a podcast)? There’s no obligation….just send the text, 

enjoy the devotions, get to know us….that’s all I ask. And if you like what you read and hear, please ask 

other friends to join by texting LCRL to 444999 as well. Our goal is 500,000 people receiving the weekly 

“Word from the Center.” We need your help to do it and by God’s grace, we’ll get that done. If you want 

to check us out before doing that, please go to www.lcrlfreedom.org. Thanks for your time, keep us in 

your prayers….And, please, let us know how we might be of service to you too. 

God bless,  

Concert News 
On Sunday, October 28, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. Christ Our Savior will be hosting a concert 

featuring the Tribute Quartet. Since 2006, nationally known recording artist Tribute has 

become one the country’s most dynamic and beloved male quartets in all of Gospel music. 

Check them out at http://tributequartet.com.  

Ticket price is $10 prior to concert or $15 at the door. To obtain yours, contact the church    

office or Bob Traum (865) 458-4848. 
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Zeigler Accepts Call to Serve as Speaker of  
The Lutheran Hour 

Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM) is pleased to announce 
that the Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler of St. Louis, Missouri, has 
accepted a call to serve as Speaker of The Lutheran Hour 
radio program. Zeigler succeeds to the microphone follow-
ing the departure of Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz, who accepted a 
call in 2017 to serve as executive director of the Lutheran 
Center for Religious Liberty. He will officially begin his    
ministry with LHM on Oct. 1 and will broadcast his first    
sermon on Reformation Sunday (Oct. 28).   

"We are pleased that the Lord has led us to Rev. 
Zeigler as the next person to carry on our rich history of  
proclaiming the Gospel through The Lutheran Hour," says 
LHM President & CEO Kurt Buchholz. "While we will soon 
have a new voice behind the microphone, our focus for the program remains the same: proclaiming the 
clear Gospel message of salvation which comes through Jesus Christ." 

“In addition to connecting with people through the traditional methods of radio and in-person events, 
we look forward to partnering with Rev. Zeigler to utilize the expanding possibilities for sharing the    
Gospel that are offered by new technologies,” says Rev. Dr. Tony Cook, executive director of United 
States ministries for LHM. 

Zeigler has served as pastor of Epiphany Lutheran Church in south St. Louis since August 2014. 
Prior to that, he was assistant pastor at nearby Timothy Lutheran Church. Before becoming a pastor, he 
served as an aircraft maintenance officer in the Air Force. 

“While accepting this call means that I must suffer the heartbreak of no longer being pastor to the 
people of Epiphany, I have the joy of meeting and working alongside wonderful people with Lutheran 
Hour Ministries,” says Zeigler. “The role of Speaker has been held by many distinguished men of God;    
I am in awe of their work and intend to learn from their example. Despite my own feelings of inadequacy, 
I step into this role with the confidence that the Lord Himself has called me to share His truth and love 
with a wider audience. Best of all, this means that I get to know Jesus better and help others know Him, 
too.” 

Zeigler grew up in a military family, living throughout the United States, from North Dakota to       
Alabama and Virginia to Colorado. His family moved 11 times before he finished high school in     
Springfield, Missouri. He graduated from the U.S. Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs, Colorado, in 
2001 with a bachelor’s degree in general engineering and served for five years in the Air Force. He left 
active duty in 2006 to enter Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, where he completed a Master of Divinity   
degree in theological studies and a Ph.D. in doctrinal theology. 

He continues to serve part-time as an Air Force Reserve officer and as a guest instructor at       
Concordia Seminary and has previously been a guest lecturer for the Concordia University Network and 
a ministry leadership course coordinator for Christian Friends of New Americans. He published a book 
entitled Christian Hope Among Rivals: How Life-Organizing Stories Anticipate the End of Evil in 2017 
and has written several papers for symposia, circuit meetings, and national conferences. He and his 
wife, Amy, have four children. 

The Lutheran Hour is the world’s longest-running Christian radio program and currently airs on more 
than 1,800 stations throughout North America as well as the American Forces Network. The program 
reaches more than one million listeners each week and is also available online, through a mobile app, 
and on various new media platforms.  



CHRIST OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
260 Wade Road West 

Loudon, TN 37774 

Office Phone:  (865) 458-9407 

Pastor Brian M. Truog 

Assoc. Pastor Mark R. Rhoads 
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