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It’s Rally Time! 
 

“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the LORD!’” (Ps 122:1) 

September was always a happy and exciting time in the 
church of my childhood. On “Rally Day”, we moved up to 
new classrooms and new materials. Other ministries would 
also experience new energy and excitement following the 
summer slump. Sometimes, a new ministry would begin in 
September which would bring new joy and excitement to the 
entire church. Can the Holy Spirit rally the Church this       
September, like He did in the past? 

I have read numerous articles bemoaning the state of the 
Church during this pandemic. Attendance at worship ser-
vices has dropped significantly across denominations and            
across America. Some people have stopped attending due to 
health and safety concerns. Others have simply found it more 
convenient to stay at home and watch worship on a screen. 
They have fallen out of the habit of going to the house of the 
Lord on Sunday morning. The faith relationship, like so 
many other relationships in this day and time, has become 
highly individualized. This is NOT what God intended for 
His Church. The God who exists in community as Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit has called us into community with Him 
and other people.  

In his book, “Life Together” Dietrich Bonhoeffer reminds us that Christian community is not an 
ideal that we strive for but rather a divine reality (p.26). At our baptism, the name of the Triune God 
was placed on us. We became not only a child of God, but also a member of the Christian Church on 
earth. God has placed us into community. The question remains, how will we live in this community?  

This is a challenge for the Christian community. While we are all “in this together”, we are told to 
remain socially distant. The good news is that God is never distant from us. He remains in our hearts 
and in our midst. You can celebrate your “communion” with God and His church anytime and any-
where by reading the Scriptures which God inspired and singing the hymns of the Church. You can 
connect with your brothers and sisters in Christ through the formal prayers of the Psalter, the Lord’s 
Prayer, and intercessory prayer. You can use your God-given gifts and talents in service to the Church. 
Perhaps you will be led to start a home-based Bible study for 4-6 people or invite a few friends over to 
worship online together.  Maybe the Holy Spirit will inspire you to celebrate community in a brand 
new way! 

Our congregational President, Chuck Anderson, has written a wonderful article in this newsletter 
describing some of the exciting things happening in our church. He also suggests several ways you can 
be actively connected to our community. If you want to become more closely connected, but aren’t 
sure how, talk to your pastors. We would be delighted to help you find a place to serve! Our desire is 
to help you celebrate your life with God and His church so you can say with the Psalmist, “I was glad 
when they said to me, ‘let us go to the house of the Lord!’” 
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 Celebrate Labor Day 
 Labor Day, first celebrated in 1882,        
provides a day of rest for working Americans, 
showing their importance to the country’s           
well-being. 
 Christians see work as a gift and            
command from God. Adam was put in the         
Garden to “till it and keep it” (Genesis 2:15, 
NRSV). Even Jesus chose workers to help carry out 
His mission. Rest is just as significant as work. God 
commanded us to rest one day each week (Exodus 
20:10). The Sabbath is a time for worship, family 
activities, renewal and recuperation. 
 Labor Day is a reminder to be grateful for 
the creativity, ingenuity, minds and muscle power 
of countless workers — all gifts of God. That’s 
worth setting aside a day to appreciate. 
Copyright ©2009 by Communication Resources. 
All rights reserved.  
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GOD’S PLAN FOR GENDER AND SEXUALITY  
TWO WAYS TO A BIBLICAL VIEW 

 

If you are like me, you may have had extra ‘virus’ time on your hands in recent months.  I 
have used some of my ‘found time’ to read about issues of the day.  I know that current             
presentations, portrayals and displays of gender and sexuality are often disturbing to me, yet I 
feel ill equipped to respond with confidence according to my Christian beliefs.  I recently         
received the email notification (below) about an upcoming fall documentary that offers a Biblical 
view on such issues. Below is not only a description of the film and a link to the preview/trailer, 
but also a link to our Lutheran church body’s Biblical response to the LGBT life style. I share 
these as an opportunity to view a Biblical response to this difficult subject and hope you find 
them meaningful. (Linda Anderson) 

“American Family Studios has produced a new, original, feature-length documentary ti-
tled: In His Image: Delighting in God's Plan for Gender and Sexuality, to be released later 
this fall. It is the goal of American Family Association (AFA) to speak the truth of Scripture with 
courage and compassion.  A preview/trailer of In His Image is now available for viewing at     
inhisimage.movie.  Here is what you’ll see: 

• A Sneak Peak of the life-changing testimonies of former LGBT individuals featured in 
the documentary. 

• Behind the scenes look at the spiritual warfare behind the making of such a           
controversial film. 

• My special message about the urgency and importance of this film. 
  (Tim Wildmon, President, American Family Association) 

If you are struggling to understand how to respond biblically to the sexual anarchy that    

underlies so much of America’s moral decline, you might want to see In His Image.  Like the 
Gospel of Christ that is the foundation of the film, the message of In His Image proclaims both 
truth and grace as it reaches deep into the Scripture to clearly unpack God’s purpose for human 
sexuality.” 

 Our own Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS.org) also offers multiple resources 
regarding this sensitive topic.  I found more than a dozen one page thoughtful, helpful, caring, 
Scriptural articles on this topic.  These four seemed particularly helpful to me.   Simply go to 
lcms.org>social issues>sexuality> 

• Is There Any Hope for Me?   Rev. Harold Senkbeil 
• My Heart Overflows    Heidi Sias 
• It’s Broken:  Hope and Healing for the Struggle   Rev. Tom Eckstein 
• Jesus Welcomes Sinners   Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison 
 

There is also a lengthier adaptation from the Commission on Theology and Church         
Relations May 17, 2014 study on this topic.    It can be found at: 
LCMS.org>Resources>Theological Documents>Marriage & Sexuality>Browse Library>Reports: 
Gender Identity....   Much for prayerful consideration 

 

https://inform.afa.net/optiext/optiextension.dll?ID=UmnUjrZjLFvWP76XEWz9coxCU%2BAKvnVl9dLfS0p1ZDjRSz%2BEMUeZpUIi2ac5_Rivz7a9nHIGv2XJd1qBoKVNxuxN3JqMS
https://inform.afa.net/optiext/optiextension.dll?ID=UmnUjrZjLFvWP76XEWz9coxCU%2BAKvnVl9dLfS0p1ZDjRSz%2BEMUeZpUIi2ac5_Rivz7a9nHIGv2XJd1qBoKVNxuxN3JqMS
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CHURCH COUNCIL NEWS  
 
September has traditionally been a month when the church looks to begin new programs, Bible studies, 
and fellowship events.  Summer is coming to a close and fall weather, holidays, and celebrations are 
quickly approaching.  Although the calendar and weather may soon be changing again this year, many of 
our church’s programs and classes remain in a holding pattern due to lingering concerns over the virus.  
YET, GOD’S GRACE CONTINUES.  WHAT A SURPRISE!  We continue to receive Word and Sacra-
ment weekly.  Praise God and many thanks to all the volunteers who are His instruments in helping make 
this happen. 
 

The following details several topics from the Council’s perspective: 
 

Meetings - The Council has continued to meet monthly throughout the duration of the virus shutdown, 
first via Zoom and more recently in person with appropriate precautions in place.  Since we have been 
unable to schedule a Voters’ Assembly, we are using this written format to bring you up-to-date on sever-
al reports and business items. 
 

Church Attendance – Up until last month we have been averaging a total of approximately 139 each 
week at the combined services.  There appears to be a slight increase in that number this month.  We are 
still not close to the average attendance before the virus hit, but it appears we are getting closer.  We are 
most grateful as we are told that many churches are having a much slower return of worshipers.  Thank 
you to staff, elders, ushers, altar guild, and audio-visual assistants. 
 
Finances – Our giving remains strong.  We are Blessed!  Giving continues to be at or above budget while 
expenses are currently below budget.  As a congregation we strive to be a blessing to you, to others, and 
to our community and beyond through the District and Synod.  Thank you for helping our stewardship. 
 

Facilities and Grounds – Thanks to all who work in maintenance and improvements.  There are many 
volunteers who help make this happen including gardeners, lawn workers, and the Facilities Committee. 
We do have a significant expense coming up in September to replace heating for the sanctuary.  In addi-
tion, a task force was appointed and has been hard at work looking at options to repair or replace parts of 
our malfunctioning church sign.  More information will follow with a recommendation to the Voters for 
action when we meet. 
 

Decisions and Constitutional Authority – Church Council has made two decisions during the shutdown 
that would normally be addressed at a Voters’ Assembly meeting.  In times of emergency or when meet-
ing as a congregation is not possible, the constitution gives the Council authority to take action.  Actions 
are to be reported to the Voters at the next meeting which we hope will be sometime later in the Fall.  The 
actions taken involve a needed budget adjustment to the Music Director’s compensation earlier in the 
Spring as well as authorization to use CAPEX Funds to replace the HVAC unit in the sanctuary.  Details 
will follow for appropriate review at our next Voters’ Meeting. 
 
Long Range Planning – Last Fall the Church Council started to gather information to begin updating the 
Ministry Action Plan of the congregation.  We are using the resources and counsel of the Mid-South Dis-
trict through their COMPASS Planning program.  We have requested a visit from a District COMPASS 
team late in October to proceed with the next step.  The team will meet with the Church Council, many 
members of the congregation, and others in the community while they are here.  You will receive more 
information as well as requests for participation as the time approaches.                        (continued over) 
 



September 2020 Volume 20  Issue 9 Page 5 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL NEWS, continued 
 
2021 Budget and Elections – Preliminary work on next year’s budget begins in September.  In addition, 
we need to elect a president and treasurer for the next two-year term of office.  Pray for the work of the Fi-
nance Committee and Personnel Committee during this time. 
 
Finally, a much-needed request:  Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church has many committed workers who 
serve not only in our church but in ministries throughout our local area.  However, there is always a need 
for more help and we certainly have that need with our church.  At this time, we have a great need for addi-
tional Elders, Altar Guild helpers, Ushers for the late service, and Technology help.  Once we are back on a 
more regular schedule, I know there is a need for Fellowship as well as someone to lead our Security team.  
I am sure I am leaving out other areas where help is needed.  However, I want to stress that as the Body of 
Christ, we consist of many members with varying talents and gifts that allow the ministry to function as a 
whole.  We are grateful for all who serve and ask all to prayerfully consider new or additional areas of ser-
vice as you have been blessed. 
 
I am sure there are other items of information that you may have questions about.  Please do not hesitate to 
inquire with a note, a phone call, or a brief visit on Sunday morning.  In the meantime, I do hope this arti-
cle proves helpful to you.   
 
I am humbled to serve the congregation as Council President.  Please let me or any of the Council members 
know how we can be of service to you as well as to help you be of service to others. 
 

Fringe benefits 
 

 Can faithfully attending worship actually 
raise your income? MIT economist Jonathan Gruber 
thinks so. In a study, he found that income increases 
by 10 percent when people double their church    
attendance. 
 Gruber proposes these possible reasons: 
• Churchgoers join in fellowship with one another, 
resulting in social and job networking. 
 
• They support one another during losses and       
setbacks. Such encouragement helps people do their 
best in all of life’s endeavors. 
 
• Churchgoers tend to be less stressed by everyday 
life, enabling them to work creatively and be more 
productive.  
 Boosting one’s bank account isn’t the reason 
most people go to church, of course. But it’s        
interesting to note that worshipers reap both spiritual 
and earthly rewards.  
 

Copyright ©2009 by Communication Resources. All 
rights reserved.  

• Christian Symbols +  
 

  Jerusalem Cross     
 

 This complex cross, 
also called the Crusad-
er’s Cross or Fivefold 
Cross, has several     
interpretations. The 
main cross is composed 
of four tau (T) crosses 
representing the Old     
Testament law. The four 
small Greek crosses 
symbolize the fulfillment of the law in the gospel.  
 The five crosses together represent the church’s 
mission: to spread the Gospel to the four corners of 
the earth. They’re also said to symbolize Christ’s 
five wounds (hands, feet and side). Godfrey de 
Bouillon, the first ruler of Jerusalem after it was 
liberated from the Muslims, used this cross on his 
coat-of-arms. It was also embodied in the heraldry 
of the Crusaders. Copyright ©2009 by Communi-
cation Resources. All rights reserved.  
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Davis Family Update - August 2020  
Dear Bob and Judy, 

August has been a busy month for us and we're 
only halfway through. 

A couple of weeks ago I got a text from sister 
saying that my mom, Judy, who has Alzheimer's 
but has been living alone, was found wandering 
after midnight and taken to the ER. Gabi and I 
drove up to Sacramento to stay with her while we 
worked on figuring out what to do to keep 
her safe. We stayed with her for a week, taking 
her to appointments and looking into options. 
Since she is too confused to be left alone, we  
decided to bring her down to Los Angeles to stay 
with us at Rich's parents house while we work on 
paperwork and look for a long term place for her. The drive and move went smoother than we 
imagined. Its been overwhelming at times but so far we are doing okay. We are so grateful to 
Jan and Dave for welcoming her into their home! 

While we were packing up Judy, everyone in Northridge sprung into action moving the kids 
around, shifting beds and belongings so we would have a room for Judy.  

Friday we packed up Adam and Saturday morning we sent Adam and Rich off to Colorado for 
three days of driving and mountain biking on the way to Colorado Christian University. His 
school is planning for in person classes to begin next week. Lydia and I will be flying out to 
Denver tomorrow to help move Adam into his on campus apartment on Wednesday, while Gabi 
stays back to help with Grandma Judy. I'll fly back on Thursday and Lydia and Rich will drive 
back together. 

Lots of moving around for the Davis family, but Adam's the only one with a new address. I'm 
sure he'd love to receive mail: 

Adam Davis 
8787 West Alameda Ave 
Waite Apt 110 
Lakewood CO 80226  

Thank you for standing with us in prayer! 

Adam saw his cardiologist last week. His EF 
is up to 48%, nearly normal. And his doctor 
said he is at no greater risk of serious COVID    
complications than the average person         
because his fitness level is so high  

Please pray for us as we care for my mom 
and look for the right place for her in the long 
term. 

Blessings, 

Stacy, Rich, Adam, Gabi and Lydia 
Rich and Adam stopping in Utah for some 
mountain biking on their way to Colorado 
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Jewel’s Corner 
I’m so happy to be back once again with all the school  children. In late August, my handler, Karen, and I 
greeted the boys and girls... and a few teachers, too!!...as they began the day at Steekee Elementary 
School . It was really special  to see Noah and Raelynn from my COS family!! God’s blessings upon all 
the children and staff at Steekee School and to all those returning to schools everywhere across our  
nation. ♥️Jewel 

September Birthdays 
9-1 Carolyn Logan  
9-4 Jerry Hidy  
9-5 Terry Wilks  
9-5 Noah Whitten  
9-6 Ruby Nicholson  
9-16 Bethany Poff  
9-17 Bob Mellis  
9-19 Arnie Anderson  
9-21 John Goldsmith  
9-22 Jeri Cable  
9-23 JoAnn Stewart  
9-23 Sue Gentry  
9-25 Joyce vonStempa  
9-25 Gary Gross  
9-26 Judith Anderson  
9-27 Pam Wilks  
9-27 Dale Greene  
9-28 Kevin Fusco 
9-29 Gerda Fink 
9-29 Judy Traum  
9-30 Carroll Banks 

September Anniversaries 
 

9-1 Larry and Barbara Carsten  63 yrs. 
9-3 Mark and Susan Roeder  43 yrs. 
9-3 Jerry and Shirley Hidy  54 yrs. 
9-7 Harry and Jeri Cable  52 yrs. 
9-9 Don and Marti Ellerman  59 yrs. 
9-10 Bob and Judy Traum  55 yrs. 
9-20 Randy and Rosemarie Elmgreen   47 yrs. 
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