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Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church 

What’s a Lutheran? 
Living here in East Tennessee, I hear this question a lot. Maybe you have as well..Another one is 

like it- -“What’s the difference between Lutherans and other Christians?” Or maybe you have          

wondered yourself, “What does it mean to be a Lutheran Christian?  

Lutheranism 101 is a class designed to answer these and other questions. Each Sunday morning, 

beginning October 7, a brief overview of one of the basic tenets of the Christian faith will be shared 

during the Sunday School hour. We will meet in Room 103 of the Christian Ministry Center. Through 

a mixture of video, Bible, Luther’s Small Catechism, and small group discussion, participants will gain 

a better understanding and appreciation for the gift of salvation by grace through faith in Jesus Christ 

as it relates to our life together. Check the weekly calendar and church bulletins for the topic of the 

day. Since each week stands alone, you can attend whenever you like.  

If you are new to the Lutheran Church, or just want a refresher in the faith, please join me and 

other like-minded pilgrims on this journey.    Pastor Mark Rhoads 

Practice Your Escape Plan! 
 

 October is Fire Prevention Month. The fire prevention people have determined that most Americans 

have a fire escape plan, but have not practiced it.  Practice, they say, is the key to a good fire escape plan.  

We will be practicing our escape plan at our October 14th worship services. (There will be no communion 

at the late service on the 14th). We also hope to have a special speaker between services addressing the 

issue of active shooter safety. We trust in God to keep us safe, but we also want to be wise and prepared 

to use the resources God has provided us for safety. 

  Have you ever heard anyone described as “a non-practicing Christian?” You probably have a good 

idea of what that means…. “I believe in Jesus, but I’m not really involved in anything “religious.” 

  It is our relationship with God through Jesus Christ (the gift of faith) that saves us, not our 

“religion.”  However, God has given us an escape plan from the attacks of sin, death and the power of the 

Devil.  It involves the Holy Spirit working through the Word of God and the Body of Christ (the Church) 

to lead us to confession and forgiveness.  How often are we “practicing” this escape plan? Is it wise to be 

a non-practicing Christian? 

  We are under attack daily from our spiritual enemies.  It is vital that we put God’s escape plan (the 

gift of faith) into “practice” daily:   through our own personal time in the Word of God and prayer; 

through the mutual encouragement of our fellow believers in fellowship time, Bible study, and in corpo-

rate worship; and, through living out the life of a forgiven child of God by serving God and loving each 

other as we join Jesus on His mission.  (This is what the Holy Spirit leads and empowers us to do as God 

daily rescues us from sin.) 

   Have you practiced your escape plan today? 

 

Pastor Brian Truog 
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I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church 
Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod 

260 Wade Road West, Loudon, TN 37774 

Office Phone:  (865) 458-9407   Office Fax:  (865) 458-8531 

E-mail:  Christrs@bellsouth.net 

REV. Brian Truog, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Mark R. Rhoads, Pastor 

 Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 

Traditional Service   8:30 A.M. 

Blended Service    11:00 A.M. 

Adult Bible Class/Sunday School 10:00 A.M. 

A Place to Worship, to Learn, to Serve. 
A Stephen Ministry Congregation 

www.coslctn.org 

 
 Heard Sunday Mornings 
 @7am on WJBX 97.5FM 

+ Christian Symbols +  

IHS  

 

 This sacred monogram originally appeared as “IHC,” 

the first three letters of “IHCOYC,” the Greek word for Jesus. 

Over time the Greek “C” was replaced by the Latin “S” to 

become “IHS.” There are many interpretations given to the 

letters “IHS,” including the Latin “Iesus Hominum  

Salvator” (Jesus, Savior of Men) and the English “I (Christ) 

Have Suffered.” 
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Getting to Know Your Church Family 
Meet Jim and Janice Magnuson 

 

Jim and Janice Magnuson moved to East 

Tennessee April 1, 2016.  Prior to retiring and 

moving to Tellico Village they lived for eleven 

years in Sugar Grove, Illinois.  Jim was a life-

long resident of Illinois; all in the suburbs of 

Chicago. Janice was born and raised in Batavia, 

Illinois, but did live for 12 years in Wisconsin.   

They chose to retire into Tellico Village after       

considering Colorado, Hendersonville, North 

Carolina, and Fairfield Glades. Some of the 

main reasons for choosing Tellico Village was 

the abundance and variety of organized activities 

for residents.  Janice enjoys playing cards, Mah-

jongg and many other games in various  Tellico 

Village groups. She also enjoys singing and joined the Tellico Village Singers (where sev-

eral other COS members are members). Jim enjoys golf and other New Villager organized 

events. 

Jim retired as an Information Technology Manager two years before Janice retired. He 

managed large mainframe systems and programming staffs in the banking industry. During 

his career he worked for various banking service bureaus, Sun Oil, EDS, Harris Bank, and 

FIS. Jan retired after forty years in nursing. For twenty of those years she worked in kid-

ney dialysis; the last fifteen as the Administrator for a dialysis company.  She was a mem-

ber of the National Kidney Foundation Executive Committee for five years. She also 

served as the co-chair of one of their annual meetings. 

Jim and Jan have been married for twenty three years, a second marriage for both. Be-

tween them they have five kids and ten grandchildren.  While they both have a Lutheran 

background, Jan as a Swedish Lutheran. They did not find COS at first. Then their home 

builder suggested they try the church with the white steeple on route 72. Since joining 

COS they have been very active. Jan sings in the choir and helps out with Heaven Scent. 

Jim plays golf with the Monday afternoon Nine and Dine group, and  recently volunteered 

to be an usher.  

Please join me in welcoming Jim and Jan to our family. 

Bob Traum, Elder 
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KISIMA ACADEMY 
Kisima Academy, a mission of COS, is a Christian orphanage and school in rural western Kenya. 

     Plans are being finalized for the trip to Kisima.  Our group of 12 leaves on the 15th.  Half of the group 

is from Tellico Village and the other half from Michigan, Ohio, and Pennsylvania.  In addition to shoes 

for the high schoolers we’ve been asked to bring 93 pairs for new primary school students.  The Kenyan 

government instituted a ruling that all schools must keep computer records of all students.  Many rural 

schools didn’t even have electricity, let alone computers, and had to close.  Martin took in many of these 

students who had no other options. 

     Our suitcases are bulging!  In addition to all the shoes we have 300+ books, curtains for 29 windows 

that Dee Butler here in the Village and I have sewn, school supplies, sewing supplies, and sports equip-

ment.  Different members of the group plan to do vision testing, establish a library, and teach sewing, 

computer skills, and music. 

     We are all excited and need your prayers for a safe and successful trip. 

     Gerda Fink 

COS is hosting the Tribute Quartet in concert on Sunday, October 28, 2018, at 6:00 p.m. Since 2006,   

nationally known recording artist Tribute has become one of the country’s most dynamic and beloved male 

quartets in all of gospel music. Gary Casto, Josh Singletary, Riley Harrison Clark, and Anthony Davis have 

proven to possess the winning combination of musical talent, warm and engaging personalities, and a focus 

that has kept them on the path to continued success since their inception. In addition to past awards, they 

are currently nominated for five Singing News Fan Awards to be awarded at NQC on Wednesday, Septem-

ber 26, 2018. The award categories are: Traditional Quartet; Riley Harrison Clark – Tenor; Josh Singletary 

– Baritone & Musician; Song – God of the Storms. 

Tickets for this concert are available now. Price is $10.00 in advance, $15.00 at the door. Contact church 

office, 865-458-9407 or Bob Traum, 865-458-4848. 
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STEP UP FOR THE CURE!  - A COMMUNITY WALK! 
 

A NEW THRIVENT ACTION TEAM WITH THE SUPPORT OF       

CHRIST OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN HEALTH INITIATIVE TEAM AND THE  

TELLICO VILLAGE RECREATION DEPARTMENT!   
 

You are invited to STEP UP and join us in a heartfelt cause to   

HELP END CHILDHOOD CANCER  -- 

THE JOURNEY BEGINS WITH A SINGLE STEP! 

  

In the fall of 2012, our grandson, Bryce Charles Anderson, died from Acute Myeloid Leukemia at 

the age of seven.  Bryce was a feisty, colorful young boy with a knack for knowing just how to ag-

gravate his sister and a zealous love for his baby brother!  He never flinched when asked to help 

with a ‘guy’ job – anything to do with the outdoors, tools, and moving gear around.  He paid great 

attention to detail and loved things organized.  And he was always ready to be in the kitchen with 

Grammy or on Grandpa’s lap for a story!  We were blessed to have Bryce, sister Victoria, brother 

Christian and son Nathan and Jessica live just three miles away (by golf cart!) in Peachtree City,   

Georgia for eight years including the last six of Bryce’s life.  So we knew him well!  The most 

wonderful thing we know about Bryce is that he loved Jesus!  His family and his teachers at St. 

Paul Lutheran Church and School prepared him well for the day God called Him to eternity.  We 

celebrate God’s baptismal promise of the forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit and find 

comfort in the victorious resurrection of our Lord and its assurance to all who believe.  We have a 

deep desire to help fund the cure to end childhood cancer to spare precious children and their fami-

lies from suffering.    
 

SO HERE IS HOW YOU CAN HELP ON A WALK FOR THE CURE! 
 

PLEASE JOIN US.... 

 ...WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24TH, ANY TIME BETWEEN 10 A.M. AND NOON 

  ...AT THE TELLICO VILLAGE WELLNESS CENTER TRAILS 

   ...SET YOUR OWN DISTANCE TO WALK (OR JUST COME!) 

   ...WALK AT YOUR OWN PACE ON ANY OF THE TRAILS 

        (RAIN?? NO PROBLEM!  WALK INDOORS ON THE TRACK OR ON A MACHINE) 

  ...WIN PRIZES! (including a membership to the Wellness Center!) 

 

AS YOUR ENTRANCE ‘FEE’ AND AS YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO WIN ONE OF SEVERAL        

DRAWINGS, MAKE  A TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONATION WITH YOU CHECK  (MINIMUM 

$10.00) MADE OUT DIRECTLY TO EITHER: 

                       LEUKEMIA AND LYMPHOMA SOCIETY 

                                       or 

                ST. JUDES CHILDREN’S RESEARCH HOSPITAL 
 

(Your check is your ‘ticket’ for the drawings.  You need not be present to win.) 

 

Bring your check to the walk, place it in our church mailbox, or mail it by October 

19th to:  Chuck Anderson – 408 Keota Lane, Loudon, TN 37774 
 

      THANK YOU! 
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Word from the Center: Friday,  

August 24, 2018  
Welcome to “Word from The Center” FRIDAY, a Two-

Kingdom, practical reflection on the issues of the day from the 
Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty. I’m Gregory Seltz. Today’s 
topic/issue… 

Religious Liberty or Bust! 

In much of my reading today, I’m more and more alarmed at 
the vitriol directed toward the Christian Church and its teaching. 
The moral framework of the Bible and even the proclamation of the uniqueness of salvation in Christ alone are be-
ing caricatured as bigoted, hate speech right before our very eyes. 

Such vitriolic, aggressive engagement seeks no disguise or cover in certain parts of North America already. 
Recently, in Canada, a Christian University was denied the certification of its Law School because of one para-
graph in its student covenant. Here’s what it said: 

Further, according to the Bible, sexual intimacy is reserved for marriage between one man and one woman, 
and within that marriage bond, it is God’s intention that it be enjoyed as a means for marital intimacy and procrea-
tion.

[1]
 

That’s it. While there are many other prohibitions in the covenant, it is the traditional view of marriage and the 
Biblical view of sexuality that is now supposedly indefensible. But is that really true? Surely not. There are not only 
religious differences regarding the traditional view of the marriage of a man and a woman compared to all others. 
There are also sociological, physiological, psychological, and historical differences to be discussed in a robust, free 
discussion which compares the union of a man and a woman to the “marriage” of those of the same sex. The elimi-
nation of the dialogue and refusing to protect the right to hold different views on such matters are suddenly being 
viewed as a positive thing in an increasingly intolerant Canada and elsewhere. 

Such is the tyranny of the moment. By government fiat, this Christian school has been denied the right to en-
gage with the very laws that now seek to stifle its voice. Amazing. But the stifling of freedom and conscience is not 
just prevalent in Canada; it is growing here in America too. Every day, those who hold long-cherished, defensible, 
beneficial views of traditional marriage, family, sexuality, and so forth are being subjected to harassment, lawsuits, 
intimidation, and even corporate bullying. 

Isn’t it ironic that politicians, who supposedly want to be out of our bedrooms, businesses, and personal lives, 
are now seeking to “define what healthy relationships” are? And, truth be told, even for traditional marriages, the 
government isn’t granting them a right. It is actually limiting the rights of a man and woman, making them sign a 
contract of marriage. Why? Because the government has a vested interest in not having the responsibility of raising 
the man and woman’s child(ren), which is only inherent in the male/female bond. If the government can’t stick to its 
limited involvement in relationships where it has some vested interest, it should get out of the whole marriage busi-
ness completely. What it shouldn’t be doing is telling faith-based universities, schools, churches, and people what a 
healthy relationship is “from their point of view.” Religious liberty is essential for both sides of this argument. After 
all, the ability to “agree to disagree” in matters of conscience, is a fundament right of liberty in a free society, right? 

 

THE SURPASSING GRACE 

 The word “surpass” means to exceed, to go beyond, to transcend the reach or capacity of. In his second letter to the 

church at Corinth, St. Paul refers to “the surpassing grace of God that he has given you” (2 Corinthians 9:14, NRSV). Paul was 

reminding the Corinthians of the amazing, abundant grace God had showered upon them. 

 When Paul wrote that letter, the church in Jerusalem was suffering intense persecution. The members were poor and 

struggling to be faithful under dire circumstances. 

 Paul knew the church at Corinth was doing fine financially and that they had a mind to help out the Jerusalem church. 

He wrote: “You glorify God … by the generosity of your sharing with them and with all others, while they ... pray for you      

because of the surpassing grace of God that he has given you” (2 Corinthians 9:13-14, NRSV). 

 Consider how you can share God’s surpassing grace with others in need. 
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