
 

THE “GOOD NEWS” COURIER 
November 2019 

Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church 

ARE YOU READY? 
“Be sure of this, the kingdom of God is near” Luke 10:11b 

This year is quickly drawing to a close. The church year 

will end even sooner-November 24! Seeing the end quickly 

approaching invites us to ask ourselves, “Am I ready?” Jesus 

invites you to answer this question with a resounding 

“Yes!”By virtue of our God-given faith in Jesus, our place in 

the kingdom of God is secure because it is based on the work 

of Jesus, not our own work.  

The kingdom of God is a consistent theme in our Scripture 

readings for worship this month. November 1 is All Saints 

Day, a day to celebrate ours, and all believers’, place in the 

kingdom. On November 3, the kingdom of God is extended to 

Zacchaeus. The kingdom of God is challenged and rejected by 

Sadducees on November 10. Jesus encourages his disciples, 

and us, to prepare for the ultimate kingdom of God on         

November 17. Finally, the month ends on the 24th with a thief 

entering the kingdom of God at the end of his life, right before his death on a cross.  

Speaking of endings, daylight savings time ends on November 3rd. By turning our clocks back one 

hour, darkness arrives an hour earlier at the end of the day. It’s a difficult time for me. I am never ready 

for this. I miss having time outside in the evening. This time of year always makes me more appreciative 

of the light of the sun.   

Life in the kingdom of God is also difficult. Our world is dark with sin and heartache. Indeed, the 

world seems to be getting darker all the time. Watching the approaching darkness makes us more         

appreciative of the light of Jesus which shines in our hearts and lives. It also makes us more eager to en-

joy the light of God’s grace.  

As we see the end approaching, don’t let the darkness of the world or the darkness of your own sin 

overwhelm you. The world’s darkness cannot overwhelm the light of Jesus. Jesus is the Light of the 

World who takes away your sin. Throughout this month, “be sure of this, the kingdom of God is near.” 

Help Wanted 
The Set-up Team needs volunteers.  Volunteers are needed on the second Thursday of every month  

at 1:00 pm to set up for the Tellico Quilters.  On the second Friday of every month at approximately 

12:00 pm, volunteers are needed to reset for Buddy Break which is every second Saturday of the 

month.  It doesn’t take long if there are enough men to move chairs and tables.  Usually, it only takes 

30 - 45 minutes.  There are times that the CMC will be used for other programs or functions, but that 

doesn’t happen often.  Please consider helping out in this way.  Any questions, e-mail me at        

dfwuethrick@gmail.com or call me at 405-532-7684.   
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2019 Angel Tree 
I want to let all you Angels who want 

to take part in making Christmas     

special for 55 boys & girls in Loudon 

County, their names are given to us 

by Family Resource Center and will 

NOT be on any other lists, only ours. 

Watch for the tree to be up in the 

CMC lobby, with a gift card for each 

child on it, by mid-November. More 

info will be in the weekly announce-

ments in November. Thanks.  
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Self-Confidence 
 

I grew up without much self-confidence, but my time at West Point and then in the army 
made me realize that I was capable of getting things done as much as the next guy.  It also 
taught me that I couldn’t rest on my laurels and that preparation and effort are at least as       
important as natural ability.  I remember an old TV ad featuring the actor Jack Palance.  I don’t 
remember what he was selling (cologne, after-shave, or something similar), but his tag line was 
“Confidence is very sexy...don’t you think?”  Well, maybe not; unwarranted, misplaced, or     ex-
cessive confidence can be very unattractive and harmful. 

Some people are just naturally more self-assured than others. No matter how awkward the 
circumstances, these folks appear to be unflappable. Of course the reality is, while some may 
be more skilled than others at hiding insecurities, we all have them.  Lack of self-confidence 
tends to show up, even among the “unflappable,” in efforts to control others, or the refusal to 
apologize or admit mistakes.  The fallout from our insecurities can make those we love         
miserable and severely hamper our effectiveness among those we work with. Which begs the 
question: How can we elevate our self-confidence without becoming arrogant or complacent? 

Not surprisingly, the Bible warns against depending on an upgrade of our physical           
appearance to improve our self-esteem. A diet may help in the short run, but it won’t last 
(“Charm is deceptive and beauty is fleeting” - Proverbs 31:30). Exhibit A: Some of us guys have 
developed a “furniture” problem: our chest has dropped into our drawers. Sooner or later aging 
bodies deteriorate; so putting all our eggs in the appearance basket only sets us up for more 
insecurity.  Neither does the Bible advocate putting our hope in success to advance our sense 
of value. Fame and fortune come with no more guarantee of enduring than our physical         
appearance; there will always be others more successful, and when we meet one of these    
others, there goes our confidence (“Confidence placed in riches comes to nothing” –            
Proverbs 11:7). 

So what does the Bible claim is a reliable source of enduring self-confidence? God. “The 
Lord will be your confidence and will keep your foot from being ensnared (by insecurity and low 
self-worth)”–Proverbs 3:26.  To begin with, Genesis records that we are made in God’s image. 
That means we have dignity. How can we have an ape as a grandfather, as some claim, and 
have dignity? We can’t. But we don’t have an ape as a grandfather. The magnificent God made 
us in his image, and that gives us dignity.  Moreover, scientists agree that the complexity of our 
DNA blueprint eliminates any possibility of identical human beings. Why did God create each of 
us to be unique? According to Scripture, He has a unique purpose for our life. Confidence 
stems from knowing that God brought each one of us into the world to fulfill a special assign-
ment only we have the exclusive mix of gifts, abilities and talents to pull off.  

But then too, self-confidence comes from knowing how much we are valued. Value is       
relative and determined by what somebody’s willing to pay. The Scriptures tell us that God 
thinks we’re valuable enough to send his own Son to die in our place. The bottom line on our 
value is this: it’s not what we might think that matters; it’s what somebody’s willing to pay. And 
Jesus says, “I paid it all. That’s how valuable you are to me.” Our true value is found in the God 
who created us with dignity and a unique purpose and who died for us. It stands to reason then 
that the closer we get to Him the more confidence we’ll have, and the farther away from him we 
wander, the less secure we’re going to feel.  Bottom line... be confident... in God.            

Butch Durham                     
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REMEMBER THE SAINTS! 
By Walter Roessler 

Perhaps you’ve noticed in worship bulletins that certain days are celebrated by the church 
as Saint Days.  This may cause confusion with our Lutheran confessions in which we disavow 
any dependence on saints to speak for us to our Heavenly Father.  Early in Christian history the 
word saint referred to certain people of exemplary piety who mirrored clearly the new life of 
grace and faith. They were seen as a sign of the destiny of each member of the church. The 
martyrs were the first to be commemorated and singled out for special honors. The church com-
memorated, or remembered, the martyr’s action on the day of their bravest witness, their death, 
which was seen as their birthday into heaven. By the time of the Reformation the list of saints 
was enormous. The Reformers pruned and simplified the calendar of Saint Days to recognize 
only Apostles and Evangelists and a few special biblical events and persons.  Through the 
years the list has expanded again. 

In the Augsburg Confession and in the Apology Confession it is clear that the Reformers did 
not object to saint days and to remember the saints is encouraged ...“It is also taught among us 
that saints should be kept in remembrance so that our faith may be strengthened when we see 
what grace they received and how they were sustained by faith.  Moreover their good works are 
to be an example for us, each in his own calling.” 

Martin Luther chose (The Eve of All Saints - Halloween), to nail his 95 Theses on the 
church door. ALL SAINTS DAY, celebrated on November 1st, is set aside by the church to com-
memorate and remember the lives of ordinary people whose lives were important to us, in our 
congregational family.  We may also sing “For All The Saints” or “Behold A Host’ or other hymns 
to re-mind us of our pilgrimage together. 

Appalachian Music & Hymn Sing 

Sunday, November 17, 2019 @ 4:00 p.m. ~ Admission Free 
Featuring our own Appalachian Strings 
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Advent by Candlelight Sign Up Continues 
The ladies of Christ Our Savior and their invited guests continue to sign up for Advent by    
Candlelight on Friday, December 6th. 

 
The doors open at 6:30 pm. The program begins at  

7:00 pm.   
 FAQ: 
WHY?: Women’s Ministry presents this opportunity to gather for a time of “inspiration and        
fellowship” to prepare for the journey through Advent and a time to look forward with hope to 
the coming of the Messiah, the Son of God. 
 
WHAT IS THE PROGRAM?: Karla and Gene Ingle will present an inspirational program of mu-
sic with videos/pictures entitled “Hunger and Thirst for the Light of the World.” 
 
WILL REFRESHMENTS BE SERVED?: Yes, a choice of three delicious homemade desserts 
along with a gluten free option for those with special dietary needs will be served along with   
coffee and tea. 
 
HOW DO I SIGN UP?: Sign up began on October 20th and will close on November 24th.  A 
sign up sheet is located in the CMC lobby or call the church office at 865-458-9407. 
 
IS SEATING LIMITED?: Yes, the number of ladies that have been planned for and can be       
accommodated in the CMC is limited. Therefore, when a certain number of sign-ups is reached, 
registration will be closed - which may be before the end date of Nov. 24th. 
 
HOW CAN I PARTICIPATE?: Volunteering to make ONE centerpiece would be appreciated.  
Guidelines are available. Centerpieces may be brought to the CMC on Thursday,  
December 5th or Friday, December 6th from 9:30am –11:00am.  
 
CAN I INVITE  A GUEST?: Yes, guests are welcome. Sign them up when you sign up. 
 
PARKING: To make your evening even more enjoyable, some of the men from COS 
 have offered to valet park cars. You may also self-park. Of course, no tipping. :) 

An offertory prayer for Thanksgiving 

 

Merciful and generous Lord, you open your loving hands and bless us abundantly every day of our 

lives. Even when we go through dark times—suffering, sorrow, pain, desperation—you assure us that 

your loving, everlasting arms will not let us go. How generous are all your benefits, how supportive, 

how comforting to experience. Today we join with “the great cloud of witnesses” who once praised 

you on Earth and now glorify you in heaven, offering our deepest gratitude for all the gifts you so gen-

erously give. Accept then our thanksgiving for your love, your grace and all the blessings you bestow 

on us daily. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
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Jewel’s Corner 
 

I loved to hear the voices of  
the 6th grade chorus from 
Concord Christian School 
who were entertaining the        
residents of NHC.  I also 
loved all the hugs and pats 
they gave me when they 
finished ♥️   

University of Michigan hospital trying to yank life support from 
14-year-old boy against parents’ wishes 

 

ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN, OCTOBER 14, 2019 (LIFESITENEWS) – 

The family of a 14-year-old boy is desperately appealing for more time for their son after a hospital de-
clared him “brain dead” and planned to remove his ventilator. 
 

   Bobby Reyes, a 14-year-old boy from Michigan, suffered a cardiac arrest on September 21 after 
experiencing an asthma attack and was airlifted to the University of Michigan C.S. Mott Children’s Hos-
pital in Ann Arbor.  Doctors at the hospital diagnosed Bobby as being “brain dead” and within a week of 
that diagnosis informed his family that his ventilator would be removed, which would bring an end to his 
life.  But the family points out that the hospital has admitted that there has been improvement in Bobby’s 
condition and that it is only possible for a living person to get better.  Bobby’s family is requesting that 
the hospital give him more time while they try to find another hospital that will receive him and give him 
ongoing care. 
 

 Last week they believed that Bobby could be transferred to and receive care in Phoenix, Arizona, 
with Allegiant Healthcare. But after initially agreeing to receive him, on Thursday the facility said they 
could not take Bobby. Allegiant claimed that they changed their decision because Bobby’s mother wanted 
“ongoing care,” while they were only prepared to offer him “palliation.” 

 The family will be in court on Tuesday, October 15 at 10:00 a.m. to try to be granted more time to 
arrange a transfer for Bobby.  Bobby Schindler, President of the Terri Schiavo Life & Hope Network, will 
be in court with the family. A press release on his website said that “the Reyes case is representative of a 
very deep problem within the US healthcare system – particularly those issues surrounding the rush to 
end the life of patients within the confines of hospital corporations, which have a vested financial interest 
in discontinuing life.”  “Bobby’s parents, not wanting to make the decision to end their son’s life so  
quickly, are simply asking for more time, and doctors are duty-bound to provide all potentially              
efficacious treatments that might help with the patient’s recovery,” said Schindler. 

It seems that the solutions to ‘end-of-life’ and ‘right-to-life’ decisions are topics with in-
creasingly conflicting points of view.  Legalities, terms of health care coverage, public 
opinion and faith all present alternatives for our consideration.  How will you react 
when confronted with such decisions? 

Join our Lutherans for Life team to grow in your understanding of how such circum-
stances can be dealt with in a God-pleasing manner.   Contact LJ Blinn  for information. 

https://www.lifesitenews.com/
https://www.fox10phoenix.com/news/phoenix-healthcare-facility-explains-why-they-took-back-offer-to-take-in-michigan-teen-on-life-support
https://bobbyschindler.com/2019/10/14/for-immediate-release-bobby-reyes-supporters-pressing-for-transfer-from-university-of-michigan-c-s-mott-childrens-hospital/
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