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May 3, 2020 Part One: 
 

Welcome  
  

Prelude 
  

Opening Hymn                      “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”                         CH #688, sts. 1-3 
 

Savior, like a shepherd lead us, Much we need Thy tender care; 

In Thy pleasant pastures feed us, For our use Thy folds prepare: 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Thou hast bought us, 

Thine we are; Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 

Thou hast bought us, Thine we are. 
 

We are Thine do, Thou befriend us, 

Be the Guardian of our way; Keep Thy flock, 

from sin defend us, Seek us when we go astray: 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Hear, O hear us when we pray; 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Hear, O hear us when we pray. 
 

Thou hast promised to receive us, 

Poor and sinful tho' we be; Thou hast mercy to relieve us, 

Grace to cleanse and pow’r to free: 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Early let us turn to Thee; 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Early let us turn to Thee. 
 

Invocation  
  

Pastor:  In the Name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen.   
 

Confession and Absolution (based on Psalm 23) 
 

Pastor:  The Lord is my shepherd.  I shall not want.  We acknowledge that we, like sheep, have 

wandered away. 

People:  Jesus is our Shepherd, and yet so often we refuse to follow Him.  We live in fear and 

worry, rather than confidence and security.  We refuse to listen to His voice, and 

instead bleat out in rebellion.  We choose paths that lead us into danger, rather than 

rest beside the still waters.  We strive for things we think will make us happy, rather 

than simply trust our Shepherd. We await Your Word of peace. 
 

(A time of personal reflection and confession) 
 

Pastor:  Here is the Good News.  When we were lost, stumbling through the valley of the shadow 

of death, Jesus came to be our Good Shepherd.  He suffered for us; lay down His life for 

us; and was offered as the sacrificial Lamb for our sins.  He was raised from the dead that 

we might know again the abundance of the love of God, and in Him, we come and go and 

find pasture, secure in His care and protection.  As a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, I therefore forgive you all your sin in the Name of the Father, and of the † Son and 

of the Holy Spirit.  Surely goodness and mercy will follow us all the days of our life and 

we will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  



2 

 

 

People: The Lord is my Shepherd.  I shall not want. Amen.  
 

Responsive Psalm                                                                           Portions of Psalm 28 
 

Pastor:   To you, O LORD, I call; my rock, be not deaf to me, lest, if you be silent to me, I become 

like those who go down to the pit. 

People:  Hear the voice of my pleas for mercy, when I cry to you for help, when I lift up my 

hands toward your most holy sanctuary. 
 

Pastor:   Blessed be the LORD!  For he has heard the voice of my pleas for mercy. 

People: The LORD is my strength and my shield; in him my heart trusts, and I am helped; my 

heart exults, and with my song I give thanks to him. 
 

Pastor:   The LORD is the strength of his people; he is the saving refuge of his anointed. 

People:  Oh, save your people and bless your heritage!  Be their shepherd and carry them 

forever. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is 

now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty Father, You have opened the doors of heaven to us through Your Son, Jesus.  Open 

now the doors of our hearts that we might receive You anew into our lives, placing our trust 

solely in You.  Fill us with Your Spirit that in all our going out and coming in, we might 

follow You through Jesus Christ Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  
 

Scripture Readings for the 4th Sunday of Easter 
 

 First Lesson:  Acts 2:42-47  
  
42 The disciples were devoted to the teachings of the apostles, to fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and 
to prayer. 43 A feeling of fear came over everyone as many amazing things and miraculous signs happened 
through the apostles. 44 All the believers kept meeting together, and they shared everything with each 
other. 45 From time to time, they sold their property and other possessions and distributed the money to 
anyone who needed it. 46 The believers had a single purpose and went to the temple every day. They were 
joyful and humble as they ate at each other’s homes and shared their food. 47 At the same time, they 
praised God and had the good will of all the people. Every day the Lord saved people, and they were 
added to the group. 
  

 Second Lesson:  1 Peter 2:19-25 
  
19For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly.  
20For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure?  But if when you do good and 
suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God.  21For to this you have been called, 
because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps.  
22He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth.  25For you were straying like sheep, but 
have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 
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 The Holy Gospel:  John 10:1-10                                           (Words of our Lord printed in bold) 
  

“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by 
another way, that man is a thief and a robber.  2But he who enters by the door is the shepherd 
of the sheep.  3To him the gatekeeper opens.  The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own 
sheep by name and leads them out.4When he has brought out all his own, he goes before 
them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice.  5A stranger they will not follow, but 
they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.”  6This figure of speech 
Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.  7So Jesus again said 
to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep.  8All who came before me are 
thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them.  9I am the door. If anyone enters by 
me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture.  10The thief comes only to steal 
and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.  
  

Sermon Hymn                       “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”                                                 CH #630 
 

What a friend we have in Jesus, All our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry Everything to God in prayer! 

O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear, 

All because we do not carry Everything to God in prayer! 
 

Have we trials and temptations?  Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged; Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful Who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness; Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 

Are we weak and heavy laden, Cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our Refuge; Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?  Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; Thou wilt find a solace there.   
 

Part Two: 
   

Message:  “Jesus Is the Door”                                                                  Pastor Mark Rhoads 
 

Our Profession of Faith: The Apostles' Creed  
  

All:  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 

descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 
  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
  

The Prayers  
  

The response to the petition, “Lord in your mercy” is “Hear our prayer.”  In this manner, worshipers 
signify agreement with the prayer.  Copies of our prayer list can be found in the narthex between the 
mailboxes.  Please take them home with you and pray about them this week. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
  

Benediction 
 

Postlude 
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