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REPENT!
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”
Matthew 3:2
The season of Lent begins with Ash
Wednesday on March 6. The call to repent is at
the heart of Lent and change is at the heart of
repentance. During this season, we make
changes in our worship life. We change our
paraments to purple. We add a large, wooden
cross to the chancel. We omit the word
“Alleluia” from our liturgy. We add a
mid-week worship service. These changes
help us come into a closer relationship with
Jesus and a greater appreciation for his
suffering and death on our behalf.
Our mid-week worship series this year is
called “Voices of Repentance.” Each
Wednesday, at 4:30 and 6:30 pm, the stories
of people who came to hear John the Baptizer
will be told. Though the individuals may be
fictional, their lives reflect the lives of people in our day and time. We, like them, are
called to hear and respond to the call to repent, not just in worship but in every aspect of
their life.
John the Baptizer’s call to repent challenged the people of his day to make changes in
their everyday lifestyle. He challenged them to turn away from focusing on themselves to
an intentional focus on Jesus Christ as the promised Messiah. Many Christians today
make changes in their daily life during Lent to focus more on Jesus and less on themselves. Some give up a pleasure during this season. Others experience new pleasure by
adding a spiritual discipline. Through such changes, they hope to more fully prepare themselves for the “kingdom” or “reign” of heaven in their life.
Jesus is coming back at a time when no one expects. While we don’t know the exact
day or time, we do know the day is closer than it was ever before. Now is surely a great
time to “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”
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Getting to Know Your Church Family
Meet Carl and Karen Hillenbrand
Carl and Karen Hillenbrand retired in
October, moved into their new home in
Kahite, and joined Christ Our Savior all in
the span of a few months. Carl was a group
product manager for trucks at GM and
Karen was a pharmacist. After moving 10
times in the first twenty years, including
assignments in Germany and Canada, and
putting down roots in Rochester Hills,
Michigan during the last twenty, they are
now enjoying the process of figuring out
how to be retired in Tennessee.
They have two daughters (Heidi, 35, in
St Louis and Laura, 32, in Austin), but no
grandchildren, yet, to spoil. Karen is a
lifelong Lutheran and Carl (raised Catholic)
joined the LCMS when they married. Carl enjoys woodworking, fishing, and working on old cars; his
fleet of Corvettes spans the models from 1961 to current and his well-equipped garage accommodates
four cars and a zero-turn lawn mower. Karen enjoys reading, Euchre, sewing, and other crafts. Together
they stay active with skiing, boating, pickelball, dancing (now learning country line dancing), and biking.
They have already found some kindred spirits who enjoy some of these activities at Christ Our
Savior and they are looking forward to making more friends who share their interests. They normally
attend the early service, so make it a point to introduce yourselves, get to know them, and help them to
figure out this retirement thing.

COS Library: Book Nook Notes:
Greeting Friends,
Your COS Library Team has been busy this month in-processing approximately two dozen new books for your enjoyment. The new books offer a
diverse selection of non-fiction, fiction, biographies, and also several
DVDs and audio books. Stop in soon and take one home to keep you
company on these winter evenings.
Book Recommendation
The Fisherman's Tomb
The true story of the Vatican's Secret Search
By John O'Neil
This is a great, easy read (only 184 pages), well written and fast moving. It has all the
essentials of a modern best-selling mystery/thriller. This has palace intrigue, wars, competition,
jealousy, revenge, and even an unsung heroine.
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Top Financial Highlights of 2018
Total income was $585,224.94 of which $573,058.90 came from contributions. 2018
Contributions were 4.4% over 2017 and 2.0% over budget.
Total Expense was $581,001.85 which was slightly under budget by $101.56.
Our tithe to Mid-South District of LCMS was $48,912.58.
Surplus of $4,223.09 was positive versus a budgeted deficit of ($11,118.41). Surplus
was moved to CAPEX in anticipation of several capital expenditures in 2019.
Donations directed towards various non-operating budget accounts totaled
$130,867.91. Some of the larger amounts went to:
Endowment Fund - $17,900
Mortgage Principal - $17,445
Comfort Dog - $8,895
Adopt-A-Student - $8,380
FTKI (Kisima) - $6,971
Church Plant (Bridge City) - $6,265
Garage Sale raised $8,213.25 with 50% going to the Endowment Fund and 50% going
to the Comfort Dog ministry.
Outstanding Mortgage on Sanctuary and CMC was reduced by a total of $69,425.44
during 2018. Year-end balance was $824,669.42.
**LAWN HELP**
~ It’s that time of the year where we need to recruit additional help for our grass cutting season.

We are in the need of additional help. More help means less time on the mowers. Overview: Two man
teams cut for two weeks with 6 to 8 weeks between depending on man power. Please consider since
you only cut half the lawn for about two hours each week . Please put your name, phone, email if you
have in my church box. This includes all returnees. If you have any questions I’m in Florida January &
February, but can be reached at my cell: Kenn Genge (865) 223-1713.
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CHRIST OUR SAVIOR ENDOWMENT FUND
Annual Report for the Year 2018
The Fund’s purpose is to receive gifts and bequests and to use income earned on investments for the mission and ministries of Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church, as well as for outreach programs. The Fund is managed
by the Endowment Committee according to the Bylaws of Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church and guidelines established by the Committee.
Investment income earned on Endowment Fund assets (net of investment expense) is used to make annual awards. Net income is not used for normal administrative and operational expenses of the Church. The principal of the Fund will be kept intact, and the net income is being distributed as provided for in the Bylaws.
Individuals who desire to support the Fund should designate their gift to “Endowment Fund of Christ Our
Savior Lutheran Church, Loudon, TN”.
CHRIST OUR SAVIOR ENDOWMENT FUND
CUMULATIVE REPORT (FUND INCEPTION THRU DECEMBER 2018)
FUNDS RECEIVED/EARNED
CONTRIBUTIONS/OTHER RECEIPTS
INVESTMENT INCOME
CAPITAL GAINS (LOSSES)
(realized & unrealized)
TOTAL SINCE INCEPTION

$65,654.70
9,709.55
(2,184.49)
$73,179.76

USES
OPERATING EXPENSES
(brochures, seminars, & LLF/LCMS fees)
CUMULATIVE AWARDS MADE

1,700.61
7,520.00 **

TOTAL FUNDS ON HAND (12/31/2018)

$63,959.15

ACCOUNT BALANCES
UCB Checking
LCEF Accounts
Fidelity Brokerage Account
Lutheran Legacy Foundation Accounts
LCMS Foundation Accounts
TOTAL

2,400.59
2,129.72
29,322.21
20,637.80 *
9,468.83
$63,959.15

* Does not include $8,320 in unamortized Werner grants that are being earned out over seven years.
**Awards Made in 2018: $500 for the COS Grief Share Ministry, $500 for the Good Shepherd Center, $500 for
Kisima Academy, $500 for the “Adopt-A-Student” LCMS Seminary Scholarship Program, $200 for the Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty, $200 for Bridge City Community Church, and $100 for the Lutheran Prison
Ministry Program.

AWARDS GRANTED FOR 2019: The Endowment Fund Committee met on January 31, 2019, and made the following additional awards from income earned in 2018: $400 for the Friendship Kitchen, $400 for the “Adopt-AStudent” LCMS Seminary Scholarship Program, $300 for a COS religious liberty seminar weekend, $300 for COS
library renovations, and $200 for the new COS contemporary music program.
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The OLD PATHS in Concert
In 2003, The Old Paths began its ministry taking the group's name from
Jeremiah 6:16 which says, "Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and
see, and ask for The Old Paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and
ye shall find rest for your souls". With this vision in mind and a heart for ministry, founding members Douglas Roark and Tim Rackley started The Old
Paths as a trio. The group morphed into a quartet shortly after. The group
now consists of founding members Tim Rackley and Douglas Roark, longtime
bass singer Daniel Ashmore and tenor Steve Ladd.
To learn more about the Old Paths, go to
https://www.theoldpathsonline.com
Ticket price is $10 in advance, $15 at the door. Contact Church Office or Bob
Traum.
Invite your friends and neighbors, a good way to show off your church. Post
Cards available in the narthex for that purpose.
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THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS:
For those of you who are Thrivent members, the election period to designate the charity that may receive your 2018 Choice Dollars will expire at the end of March. Two choices for this election will benefit
Christ Our Savior. You may designate funds for either Christ Our Savior Church or the Christ Our Savior
Endowment Fund. For the past few years, Thrivent Choice Dollars designated to the church have gone
to Bridge City Community Urban Mission, and we will continue to do this in 2019. Choice Dollars that
are designated for Christ Our Savior Endowment Fund will be invested by the fund to generate income
that will support the ministry grant/awards program. You may make your election either by telephone
(1-800-847-4836) on by accessing your Thrivent account by computer or smartphone and selecting the
Choice Dollar tab. If you are making an Endowment Fund election for the first time, the designation
“Christ Our Savior Endowment of Loudon TN” should be given to the telephone assistant or entered in
the search option (computer access).

+ Christian Symbols +

Violet
The violet, a symbol of
humility, is most often used
in reference to the Virgin
Mary.
St. Bernard described
Mary as “the violet of humility.” The flower is also used
to express Christ’s humility
in assuming human form.

What is prayer?
If the Bible is our food, then prayer is our air. It’s the way by which we draw in the atmosphere of
God.
Prayer is rich and varied. Sometimes we confess our sins in a prayer of penitence. Sometimes we
praise God in worship and thanksgiving. Sometimes we ask God for help and grace to meet whatever
comes our way. Sometimes we pray for other people. Sometimes we’re quiet, knowing that when we stop
clamoring and pleading our case, there comes a sense of God’s reply, some intimation of his will, some
message from him to us.
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