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MARCH ON!
This is what the LORD says to me: “As a lion growls, a great lion over his preyHe is not frightened by their shouts or disturbed by their clamor- so the LORD Almighty will come
down to do battle on Mount Zion and on its heights. Isaiah 31:4
The month of March gets its name from Mars, the Roman god
of war, due to the stormy weather that usually marches on in this
month. Over time, this same weather pattern became associated
with the ferocious attacks of a lion. Poised between the wintry
month of February and the warmer weather of April we get the
expression, “March comes in like a lion and goes out like a lamb”.
For Christians, these expressions have a far deeper and more
significant meaning than just the weather. As we journey through
Lent this month, we follow Jesus, the Lion of Judah, as He battles
against sin and Satan. As a great lion growls over his prey, Jesus
did not let anything stand in His way. He resisted every effort to
silence His message of God’s reign on earth. He was not
“frightened by their shouts or disturbed by their clamor”. He
taught with authority and backed it up with powerful miracles. He
created quite a storm among the people of his day, culminating in
a battle on Mount Calvary. March goes out with Jesus, the Lamb
of God dying on a cross. The weather was indeed strange that day.
There was darkness in the middle of the day as the Light of the
world died. However, this death was not the end. On the contrary, this was the beginning of everlasting
life for all who believe. The battle over sin and Satan was finished. Almighty God accepted Jesus’
sacrifice and raised Him from the dead. Forgiveness of sins and eternal life was secured for you, me and
all people.
As a result of that battle so long ago, we can march on in confidence and joy not only this month, but
in all the months to come. Storms are bound to come our way, but the LORD will see us through. I hope
you will join me in worshiping the Lion of Judah and the Lamb of God each Sunday (8:30 and 11 am)
and Wednesday (2 pm and 6:30 pm) this month.

Garage Sale
Save your things; big or small, old or new.
We will be having a Spring Garage Sale on April 27th and 28th.
Look for posters with details. Judy Schoenherr will be forthcoming with all
the details, soon. Be ready to sign up to help!
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Ladies, join the Lunch Bunch on
Thursday March 15 at noon and
be one of the first to try the NEW
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THE BOOK OF CONCORD — PART 1
From the time of the meeting at Worms and throughout Luther’s life, he and other reformers who wanted to change the Roman church called for an ecumenical Council. But only the
Pope could call for one. The multiple Popes, which were in power throughout the early part of
the 1500’s, for various reasons, avoided such a meeting. But finally The Council of Trent was
scheduled. It was immediately delayed and required multiple sessions over three different
periods totaling almost a decade. In 1544 the Pope convened the council definitively. As with
every ecumenical council since antiquity, the presence of the pope or his legates was required,
and then at Trent they drew up the agenda. The doctrinal canons of the Council of Trent cover
most of the controversial points in Roman Catholic dogma. The reform measures of the council
were tremendously far-reaching and their enforcement was probably the most thoroughgoing
reform in the history of the church (until Vatican II). The Catholic Counter Reformation afterward
was to a great extent occupied with carrying out the principles and requirements laid down at
Trent. The modern Roman Catholic Church can be understood only in the light of the work of
the Council of Trent, which had its roots in the life and work of Martin Luther.

WORLD OVERVIEW OF THE NEXT 2 DECADES

PHILLIPISTS Vs. GNESIO LUTHERANS
In the thirty years (1546-1577) after Luther died, Lutheranism was plagued with bitter
controversy. These controversies centered primarily on the very doctrines that the Reformation
had sought to establish against the errors of the Papacy: Sin and grace, justification by faith,
The Book of Concord Continued on page 4)
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SAVE THE DATE SATURDAY MAY 5th, 2018
On Saturday May 5th, 2018 the Tennessee District of the Lutheran Laymen’s League will be hosting
its annual conference at Christus Victor Lutheran Church in Knoxville, Tennessee. The focus of this
year’s conference will be to familiarize people in East Tennessee with the offerings of Lutheran Hour
Ministries (LHM), its work throughout the world and encourage the use of modern digital capabilities.
The conference will feature information about LHM including the latest digital offerings presented by
Rachel Legoute of LHM. Also included will be a Bible Study and information about LHM’s ministries in
Liberia.
As an added bonus we expect Dr. Gregory Seltz (former LHM Speaker) to update us on his new assignment as the Executive Director of the Lutheran Center for Religious Liberties. This weekend will also
be the celebration of our host congregation’s Fiftieth Anniversary.
The conference will begin at 10:00 AM with a Bible Study and a brief business meeting followed by
a pizza lunch. The afternoon session will feature information about LHM and presentations by our guest
speakers. It will be followed with a fish fry and conclude around 6:30 PM after the viewing of the Kentucky Derby. The conference is offered free of charge including all meals.
Please join us for this informative meeting.
Contact Mark Roeder (770) 891-3978 for any additional information and registration.
Mark Roeder

The Book of Concord (Continued from page 3)

good works, and the Lord’s Supper. The multiple voices generally aligned into two camps. The
Philippists, followers of Melanchthon, and the Gnesio-Lutherans (from the Greek - Genuine
Lutherans), led by Matthias Flacius Illyricus who accused the Philippists of the false notion that
humans cooperated in their salvation.
There was a strong pull in the direction of making peace with, and finding unity with, both Rome
and the Reformed (Calvinist) churches. Melanchthon and other members of the Wittenberg
faculty began secretly "adjusting" their theology to make this unity and peace more of a
possibility. They moved secretly to a more Calvinistic stance on the Lord's Supper (denial of
the Real Presence) and evinced a growing indifference to doctrinal deviations. Melanchthon
continuously altered the Augsburg Confession to agree with his changing theology. This is why
Lutherans accept only the Unaltered Augsburg Confession of 1530 as genuine.
Melanchthon’s later-altered Augsburg Confession was so un-Lutheran that even John Calvin
could subscribe to it. How often the devil uses such treachery to lead people away from Christ!
The genuine Lutheranism of Luther of the Augsburg Confession and its Apology (defense) of
the Large and Small Catechisms and the Smalcald Articles were in danger of being replaced by
a toned down "kinder, gentler" counterfeit. Because of Melanchthon's popularity in Germany
and elsewhere as the successor of Luther, the Philippists might have succeeded in altering
Lutheranism forever had it not been for the Gnesio-Lutherans who condemned the deviations of
the Philippists and reasserted the genuine teachings of Luther. Various German Dukes and
Princes along with each of their lead churchmen attempted to establish a unique brand of Lutheranism. Over time it became obvious and wise to work toward Lutheran Unity!
Next Month - Part 2; The men who brought together the Book of Concord.
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CHRIST OUR SAVIOR ENDOWMENT FUND
Annual Report for the Year 2017
The Fund’s purpose is to receive gifts and bequests and to use income earned on investments for
the mission and ministries of Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church, as well as for outreach programs. The
Fund is managed by the Endowment Committee according to the Bylaws of Christ Our Savior Lutheran
Church and guidelines established by the Committee.
Investment income earned on the Endowment Fund is used to make annual grant awards to ministries and programs that further the work of our Lord. In 2017 the Fund made the following awards: $300
for the COS Ministry Brochure, $300 for the COS Funeral Meals Ministry, $200 for 500th Reformation
Committee programs, and $300 for the “Adopt-A-Student” LCMS Seminary Scholarship program. Investment income is not used for normal administrative and operational expenses of the church. The
Fund’s capital base will be kept intact as a legacy for the future of Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church.
Individuals who desire to support the fund should designate their gift to “Endowment Fund of
Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church, Loudon, TN”. Donors may also use the COS Endowment Fund Gift/
Information Request Form that is provided below.
CHRIST OUR SAVIOR ENDOWMENT FUND
CUMULATIVE REPORT (FUND INCEPTION IN 2007 THRU DECEMBER 2017)
FUNDS RECEIVED/EARNED
CONTRIBUTIONS*
INVESTMENT INCOME
CAPITAL GAINS (LOSSES)
(realized & unrealized)
TOTAL SINCE INCEPTION

$40,578.97
7,112.18
4,730.36
$52,421.51

USES
CUMULATIVE GRANT AWARDS MADE
OPERATING EXPENSES
(brochures, seminars, & LLF fee)

5,020.00
1,397.34

TOTAL FUND ON HAND (12/31/2017)

$46,004.17

ACCOUNT BALANCES
UCB Checking
LCEF Stewardship Account
LLF Portfolio*
Fidelity Brokerage Account
TOTAL

6,440.86
2,099.17
11,728.00
25,736.14
$46,004.17

* Includes $360 of the $5,000 Werner grant received in 2017, with the remaining $4,640 to be amortized as
an additional Fund asset over the 7-year earn-out period. The full grant amount is included in the Fund’s
investment portfolio with the Lutheran Legacy Foundation for purposes of earning dividends and interest
(investment income) and capital gain/losses.

AWARDS MADE FOR 2018: The Endowment Fund Committee met on January 25, 2018, and made
the following awards from income earned in 2017: $500 for the COS Grief Share Ministry and $500 for
the “Adopt-A-Student” LCMS Seminary Scholarship program. The Fund has capacity to make $1,000 in
additional grants to new COS ministries. For further information, contact one of our Pastors or an Endowment Fund Committee member.
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EASTER THOUGHTS
Lent offers time for growth
Many of us know our IQ (intelligence quotient), but what about our SQ (spiritual quotient)?
Lent is a good time to think about the quality of your spiritual life. Do you think about God often … or
rarely? Do you pray often … or occasionally? How well do you know the Bible? The Commandments? The Beatitudes? The lives of biblical heroes and heroines?
During Lent, commit to spending more time in prayer. Also consider selecting a book of the Bible or a particular Bible character to study in-depth during this period.
Some people give up particular items or habits during Lent. If used wisely, this discipline can help you abandon things that have been interfering with your relationship with God.
Seek out devotions and books that can help strengthen your spiritual life. Examples include: Show Me the
Way by Henri Nouwen, A Season for the Spirit by Martin Smith, Six Hours One Friday by Max Lucado, and Lent
and Easter Wisdom From Thomas Merton edited by Jonathan Montaldo.
***

Why Palm Sunday?
Palm branches are mentioned in only one of the four Gospels (see John 12:12-15). So why do we call the first
day of Holy Week Palm Sunday?
Tradition plays an important part in church history. During Jesus’ time, Rome was the world’s leading power.
Whenever the Romans were victorious in battle, citizens traditionally threw palm branches in the returning heroes’
path.
This was the accepted custom of reception. So when Jesus rode into Jerusalem, it was appropriate that he receive a hero’s welcome. One week later, he would be victorious over death.
***

The legend of the dogwood
There’s a legend that the dogwood was once the size of the oak and other forest trees. It was so strong and
firm that it was chosen as the timber for Christ’s cross. This greatly distressed the tree. Jesus, nailed upon it, sensed
the tree’s regret and told it:
“Because of your sorrow for my suffering, never again shall the dogwood grow large enough to be used as a
cross. It shall be slender, bent and twisted. Its blossoms shall form a cross – two long and two short petals. And at the
outer edge of each petal will be nail prints, brown with rust and stained with red. In the center of the flower shall be a
crown of thorns. And all who see it will remember ….”
***

There’s more!
On the first Easter morning, three women found an empty tomb. The discovery left them trembling and
afraid. They didn’t know there was more — a resurrected Lord.
Later that day, the risen Jesus appeared. As happy as the disciples were about this miracle, they didn’t yet
know there was more — a gift of the Holy Spirit that would make their joy complete.
Early Christians in Corinth were so delighted by the gift of baptism that they could scarcely imagine there
was more — the resurrection of the body to eternal life.
As great as Easter is, it’s only the “first fruits” of what lies ahead. Celebrate the fact that Christ is risen, but
remember that the best is yet to come!
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