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Abundant Life 
 

“I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” John 10:10 

 

March 19 is the first day of Spring. Already, the promise of new and abundant life is appearing 

in the nature that abounds all around us. Following the “death” of winter, the annual occurrence of 

Spring is a great  reminder that our God affirms life. This change in     seasons also reminds us that 

our good and gracious God is in control of all life. He 

alone creates life, He alone brings an end to life, and He 

alone sustains life through every season of life.  

When God created life in the beginning, He looked at 

all He had made and said, “It is good.” The fact that life 

continues to prosper is proof God continues to     believe it 

is good, including yours. Does this mean that everything 

about your life is good? No. Sin corrupted the goodness of 

God’s creation. There is abundant     evidence of sin in the 

world today. We ourselves suffer and struggle with the 

consequences of sin. However, all hope is not lost. Our 

journey through Lent, another    annual occurrence this 

time of year, reminds us that the curse of sin has been re-

moved. God affirmed the value of your life by sending His 

Son, Jesus to be our Savior. Jesus once said, “I came that 

they may have life and have it abundantly.” Abundant life 

is now ours through the death and resurrection of Jesus.  

Since God affirms life, and has given us abundant life, 

He will surely give us many opportunities this month to affirm the life around us.  Spend time this 

month outside caring for and improving part of God’s creation. Spend time this month affirming 

the people in your life by the words you say and the things you do for them. Spend time this month 

giving thanks and praise to God for your life. And as you affirm life, affirm this 

truth:  The LORD will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. The LORD will keep 

your going out and your coming in from this time forth and forevermore (Psalm 121:7-8).  

 

Pastor Mark Rhoads 
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I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church 
Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod 

260 Wade Road West, Loudon, TN 37774 

Office Phone:  (865) 458-9407   Office Fax:  (865) 458-8531 

E-mail:  Christrs@bellsouth.net 

REV. Brian Truog, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Mark R. Rhoads, Pastor 

 Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 

Traditional Service   8:30 A.M. 

Blended Service    11:00 A.M. 

Adult Bible Class/Sunday School 10:00 A.M. 

A Place to Worship, to Learn, to Serve. 
A Stephen Ministry Congregation 

www.coslctn.org 

 

 
Jewel’s Corner 

Just look what I found! People call them 

✝Lenten  Roses, but did you know that 

they are not roses at all, but are in the 

buttercup family? All I know is that God 

created these 

beautiful flowers 

to bloom always   

during Lent. It is 

a small reminder 

that God is  al-

ways faithful. ❤ 
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GETTING TO KNOW YOUR CHURCH FAMILY 
MEET PAT AND KAREN McLARNAN 

Pat and Karen moved to Tellico Village 
on April 1, 2017 very soon after they retired. 

They lived and worked in/near Mount 
Vernon, Ohio most of their lives.  Pat worked 

as a Market Analyst, in Human Resources, 
and in Labor Relations for Cooper Industries 
which was acquired by Rolls Royce and Sie-

mens during his employment. Karen worked 
about 20 years for Weyerhaeuser and about 
five years for Siemens; in Purchasing and 

Accounting.  

They found Tellico Village perfect for 

their retirement. They are both quite active 
and enjoy what the Village has to offer:        
golfing, hiking, boating, and musical oppor-

tunities.  Both are musicians: Pat plays   
guitar and Karen dulcimer and chimes.    

Karen also takes dulcimer lessons at Pellis-
sippi College.  

Officially Pat and Karen joined Christ 

Our Savior in the fall of 2019. However, they 
were both active in church activities prior to 
that and continue. Karen and Pat play in the 

Mountain Echo Dulcimer Club and the Appalachian Strings. Karen plays with the 
Dulcimers and the chime choir. Pat plays guitar in the Joyful Sounds contemporary 

band which performs monthly at the second services. Both also work regularly as   
audio/video operators at services. 

They learned about COS through involvement with the Dulcimers. They had       

attended other local churches but felt that COS was more in line with what they were 
looking for. They feel that they receive meaningful messages during worship services 
that makes them think and learn. They feel that they were “directed” to come to Tellico 

Village and COS. 

Pat and Karen have been married for 40 years. They have two children and six 

grandchildren. Their daughter’s family lives in Cincinnati. They have four children. 
Their son’s family (with two children) lives in Columbus, OH.  

Christ Our Savior is extremely fortunate to have Pat and Karen as members. They 

are contributing so much to our church family. Please try and get to know this inter-

esting couple. 
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Top Financial Highlights of 2019 

 
Total income was $616,884.33 of which $583,891.94 came from contributions. 2019 

Contributions were 1.91% over 2018 and 0.4% under budget. $30,675.50 was trans-

ferred from CAPEX to fund several maintenance/repair projects. 

 

Total Expense was $603,333.73 which was under budget by $18,539.77. 

 

Our tithe to Mid-South District of LCMS was $49,329.00. 

 

Surplus of $13,550.60 was positive versus a budgeted deficit of ($3,202.00). Surplus 

was donated as follows: 

 

  $4,000.00 – Mid-South District of LCMS “Impact” Program 

  $4,000.00 – Lutheran Church for Religious Liberty 

  $2,195.60 – Lutherans for Life  

  $2,000.00 – Belvoir Christian Academy 

  $1,355.00 – COS Endowment Fund   

 

Donations directed towards various non-operating budget accounts totaled $179,744.76. 

Some of the larger amounts went to: 

 

Memorial Fund - $48,037 

Columbarium - $28,063 

Mortgage Principal - $22,434 

Adopt-A-Student - $13,285 

Comfort Dog - $10,801 

FTKI (Kisima) - $10,166 

Endowment Fund - $9,800 

ATTENTION THRIVENT MEMBERS:  The election period to designate the charity that will receive 

your 2019 THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS will expire at the end of March.  Two choices would 

benefit our congregation:  Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church and the Christ Our Savior Endowment 

Fund.  For the past few years, Thrivent Choice Dollars designated to the church have gone to Bridge City 

Community Urban Mission, and we will continue to do this in 2020.  Choice Dollars that are designated 

for the Endowment Fund will be invested to generate income that will support our ministries and outreach 

programs.  You may make your election either by telephone (1-800-847-4836) or by accessing your 

Thrivent account on your computer or smartphone and selecting the Choice Dollar tab.  If you are making 

an Endowment Fund election for the first time, the designation “Christ Our Savior Endowment of Lou-

don TN” should be given to the telephone assistant or entered in the search option (computer access). 
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CHRIST OUR SAVIOR ENDOWMENT FUND 
Annual Report for the Year 2019 

 

 The Fund’s purpose is to receive gifts and bequests and to use income earned on investments for 

the mission and ministries of Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church, as well as for outreach programs. The 

Fund is managed by the Endowment Committee in accordance with the Bylaws of Christ Our Savior Lu-

theran Church and guidelines established by the Committee. 

 Investment income earned on Endowment Fund assets (net of investment expense) is used to 

make annual awards.  Net income is not used for normal administrative and operational expenses of the 

church.  The principal of the Fund will be kept intact, and the net income is being distributed as provided 

for in the Bylaws. 

 Individuals who desire to support the fund should designate their gift to “Endowment Fund of 

Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church, Loudon, TN”.   
 

CHRIST OUR SAVIOR ENDOWMENT FUND 

CUMULATIVE REPORT (FUND INCEPTION THRU DECEMBER 2019) 

 

  FUNDS RECEIVED/EARNED 

   CONTRIBUTIONS/OTHER RECEIPTS  $87,784.54 

   INVESTMENT INCOME     12,720.52 

   CAPITAL GAINS (LOSSES)     10,781.56 

   (realized & unrealized) 

   TOTAL SINCE INCEPTION                $111,286.62 

 

  USES 

   OPERATING EXPENSES         

   (brochures, seminars, & LLF/LCMS fees)     2,141.85     

  CUMULATIVE AWARDS MADE      9,120.00 ** 

 

  TOTAL FUNDS ON HAND (12/31/2019)               $100,024.77 

 

  ACCOUNT BALANCES (12/31/2019) 

   UCB Checking         1,690.43 

   LCEF Accounts             2,162.41 

   Fidelity Brokerage Account     41,384.38 

   Lutheran Legacy Foundation Accounts    33,588.87 * 

   LCMS Foundation Accounts     21,198.68 

  TOTAL                   $100,024.77 

 

 * Does not include $6,880 in unamortized Werner grants that are being earned out over 7 years 

 

**Awards Made in 2019:  $400 for the COS Friendship Kitchen Ministry, $400  for the “Adopt-A-

Student” LCMS Seminary Scholarship Program, $300 for the Seminar conducted by Dr. Seltz of the Lu-

theran Center for Religious Liberty, $300 for COS Library improvements, and $200 for the new COS 

contemporary music program. 

AWARDS GRANTED FOR 2020:  The Endowment Fund Committee met on January 31, 2020, and 

approved making $3,055 in additional awards from income earned in 2019, as follows: $500 for Our 

Place Adult Day Care Center, $500 each for the Good Shepherd and Good Samaritan Centers, $400 for 

the Child Advocacy Center, $400 for the Pregnancy Resource Center, $400 for the “Adopt-A-Student” 

LCMS Seminary Scholarship Program, and $355 to Lutherans for Life.  
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Davis Family Update – February 2020 
Dear Bob and Judy, 
I hope that 2020 is off to a great start for you! It’s hard to believe it’s already February. 
I’m currently sitting in the airport at LAX with Gabi. We are headed to Kenya this morning.  I’ll be joining 
a group of 100+ AIM leaders for a conference in Nairobi next week.  Since Gabi is doing her school 
online, she has the flexibility to “do school” anywhere and will spend the time in Kijabe catching up with 
friends. I’ll only have 3 days in Kijabe, but am looking forward to reconnecting with friends. 
Our family is doing well.  Rich’s work fluctuates between being insanely busy when he’s on call to more 
relaxed and manageable. Adam was accepted into the nursing program at Colorado Christian University 
in Denver and is planning to head there in the fall.  We’re all sad about him leaving us, but know this will 
be a great next step for him.  All of our kids are doing well in school and we’re so grateful for each other. 
I’ve been busy keeping up with my admin role with AIM.  We have several families/individuals looking to 
join the Diapsora work either in the US or Europe. I work on budgets, requisitions, MOUs and other 
things related to helping get people through the process of join our region.  I’m also taking care of regis-
tration and logistics for our yearly conference which is coming up in early April. For our members who 
are spread across the US, Canada, Brazil, and Europe it’s an important time of connecting and sharing 
with one another. 
This will be the 4th summer of our Diaspora Dream Teams taking place in 4 locations in Europe. Europe 
has been flooded with immigrants and refugees in recent years.  We will have teams in Belgium, 
France, Malta and Spain, partnering with local churches to meet practical needs and share the love of 
Jesus with these people. Here’s a short video describing our teams: https://vimeo.com/286873055 and 
more information on our webpage: www.aimint.org/diaspora/ 
Does this sound interesting to you? Do you know someone else that might be interested? Please help 
us get the word. Feel free to forward this or share my email address.  
 Please pray: 

 For our family while we’re apart February 5-16.   

 For AIM leadership meeting as we meet together. 

 For members for the summer Dream Teams. And for all the planning and organization that needs to 

happen in the next few months. 
Adam is doing well health-wise. He will have a follow-up in early March.   

 
Thanks so much for praying with and for us! 
Blessings,  
Stacy, Rich, Adam, and Lydia 

 

https://aimint.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8211ec14c7b3aede819540b84&id=338de2945d&e=571cfeabb0
https://aimint.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8211ec14c7b3aede819540b84&id=01343762dd&e=571cfeabb0
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