
THE PHOTO MAY BE EMPTY BUT THE CHAIRS WERE ALL FILLED I waited until they 
were empty and everyone had left because I didn’t want to disrespect the tears, or exploit the 
wrestling with history and examination of personal complicity. Fifteen people participated in this 
lunchtime training session that was essentially serving as your audition for future invitations to 
train individuals and organizations from throughout the city. Non-profit program officers, board 
members, and executive directors were invited to experience a new, proprietary ant-racism and 
cultural competency training. So why an audition? 
 Well, if your city is anything like Chattanooga right now then conversations around 
race(ism) and how to address it, deal with it, talk about it, or dismantle it are prevalent. 
Philanthropic foundations have taken a particularly keen interest in spearheading not just the 
dialogue but the engagement as well. Here’s where you come in! Your history of community 
engagement, trust-building with neighbors, and commitment to pursuing justice earned you this 
opportunity to demonstrate your expertise. Although every participant received an introduction, 
most weren’t ready for the roller coaster of personal introspection that we intentionally build into 
this training. What differentiates ARCC from others available is that it’s not a history lesson but a 
challenge to go in a different direction. You do this each week when you go to worship and confess 
your sin -- you repent. To repent is simply to change one’s mind and go a new way. 
 As Christians you are uniquely positioned in this work! Christian theology offers a  powerful 
perspective and framework that are simply unavailable anywhere else. And now that’s not only 
being recognized but invested in!

ANTI-RACISM AS EVANGELISM Investment is important but would you have guessed that your 
intentionality in talking about race(ism) would result in new people coming to church? Yeah... me 
neither... but it’s true! As a result of facilitating ARCC Trainings BCC has welcomed new visitors 
and even new members into the family. Throughout Scripture you see that God always points out 
to his people broken systems, disfunctional relationships, harsh realities, but also hope-filled ways 
forward. People today are yearning for ways to resolve the tension they feel between faith and 
culture -- what’s wrong and how it can be made right. ARCC doesn’t offer all of the answers but it 
does offer a safe, authentic, honest, and vulnerable space to wrestle with the tension of where you 
find yourself in that system and offers helpful tools in the struggle to overcome the sin of racism we 
all suffer from. To engage in risky conversations doesn’t always pay off because it takes courage, 
boldness, and a willingness to fail. Thank you for taking risks out of love for God and your 
neighbors to dismantle injustice and proclaim the righteous reign of God’s beautiful Kingdom. 
You now have local partners joining with you not only their financial investment but to lend their 
voices to lament & reconcile, repent & repair, struggle & apply healing salve, breakdown & rebuild.

Creating safe space for uncomfortable conversations is what your good at!

Check out the newly created website for ARCC 
and stay tuned for the launch of an Anti-
Racism Podcast at dismantleracism.com

You facilitated eight weeks of
conversation, dialogue, learning, 
and introspection around the construct of 
race(ism). You should be proud that now 
local foundations and organizations want to 
invest in your hard work financially!

Your willingness to engage in risky 
conversations is paying off in CHA

Location of one of the recent ARCC (Anti-Racism & Cultural Competency) Trainings facilitated by Sarah Berestecky and Pastor Josh.



Taking youth ministry to the next level with new partners and a new location.

Your making a five year old dream become 
reality with the launch of Corner Evolution

Corner Evolution Youth working on a community improvement project with the Trust for Public Land in the fellowship hall of St. Philip Lutheran Church.

Check out the newly created website 
for the launch of  Corner Evolution at 

cornerevolution.com

DISCIPLESHIP, FINANCIAL LITERACY, VIDEO PRODUCTION, & COMMUNITY ORGANIZING
are examples of program opportunities that our youth with now have because of your investment 
in making the dream of Corner Evolution become reality. Five years ago as I asked Mark to give 
me his ultimate desire for youth ministry at BCC he responded with two words: Corner Evolution. 
The “corner,” in neighborhoods like ours, carries with it the sensationalized narratives of police 
sirens, dope deals, high crime, and unemployment. Mark wanted to change that narrative for 
our youth giving them opportunities to explore community engagement, fulfilling employment, 
and the hope of Christ spitting in the face of the hopelessness often felt on the corner. Mark said 
he wanted to interrupt the narrative of the corner from something negative into something that 
held the potential to evolve into something positive and beneficial for the youth in the community. 
From now on youth ministry at Bridge City Community will be called Corner Evolution. Each week 
your offering these bright and vivacious students the Good News of Jesus Christ and breakout 
groups to suit their passions and desires.

NEW PARTNERS & A NEW LOCATION won’t change 
a thing about our commitment to youth ministry. 
As a matter of fact it is positioning you to make 
an even greater impact in the years to come with 
increased space and increasing momentum. St. 
Philip Lutheran Church, an historic black church that suffered segregation back in the 1940’s 
is now hosting our youth because we outgrew the space at Bridge City. RISE Chattanooga is 
providing fiscal sponsorship, grant opportunities and connections with local artists, musicians, 
and professionals to provide unique training and education for our youth. With everything new 
that’s going on you don’t need to worry because the foundation of relationships and reputation 
you solidified over the last five years is the reason we’re standing where we are today. You are 
the reason we are looking to the future with optimism around expanded participation, deepened 
discipleship, and sharing stories of success that will undermine and evolve the stereotype of the 
corner.  We can’t wait to take youth ministry to the next level with your generous encouragement, 
prayer and support. You should be incredibly proud that so many youth are anxious to sign-up 
and participate with Corner Evolution. It is because of the richness and fun of programs that you 
have provided over the years that has fired up these young people for Jesus and their community.



A courtroom first because of your commitment to community advocacy & support.

HAVE YOU EVER TAKEN THE STAND IN COURT AND BEEN SWORN IN AS A WITNESS? If you 
haven’t then take it from me - it’s intense! We joke a lot at BCC about the random, wierd, sketchy, 
unique, and abnormal daily experiences of ministry and this one was no different.  For about 
3-4 months now we’ve been advocating on behalf of a young man who has been incarcerated 
while fighting against some overblown charges. The court system is backed up, slow moving, and 
wrought with bureaucratic speedbumps. So, just about every other week you would show up as 
court began session and migrate between the court room and the hallway with tens of others while 
waiting for the judge to address the charges facing your young friend. Without fail, there would be a 
postponement for this reason or that reason -- usually for reasons unecessary and inconvenient.
 Court is interesting and you certainly run across a wide spectrum of people who have 
found themselves caught up in the criminal justice system (one week you even ran into a 
mother you know from the neighborhood!). After many months of rescheduled appearances and 
postponements and with the case still 
unresolved, you tire of the monotony (imagine 
the disappointing patience of the person 
locked up!). Finally the day comes when this 
young man will get his day in court. Sitting in an 
empty criminal court room with the exception 
of a couple baliffs, the judge, your attorney, the 
District Attorney and a few other witnesses you are at ease but uncertain of what this experience 
will bring. You were told by the attorney that you probably wouldn’t even take the stand but she 
thanks you for being there so regularly to support him. 
 One by one each character witness takes the stand, is sworn in, answers questions, is cross-
examined, then steps down with a sigh of relief. The attorney looks back at you sitting in what 
resembles a church pew and says, “You’re up next. Would you like to take the stand?” You nod your 
head. She calls you to enter the small, wooden box reserved for testimony and invites you to state 
your name for the courtoom. The nerves won’t subside so you do your best to answer the questions 
posited to you and assure the court that you are here because you believe this young man seeks 
a change in his life -- that he is repentant (wants to go in a different direction & change one’s 
mind). The judge excuses you and as you settle nervously back into your seat awaiting the fate of 
the one you advocated for. You then hear a beautiful but surprising proclamation. “I have been on 
the bench since 2006 and I have never heard such testimony of community support and personal 
commitment to seeing someone with your history and in your position succeed.”  You shouldn’t 
have been surprised though. It’s what you do. It’s who you are as Christ’s Body - the Church.

You took the bench in criminal court to give a 
judge a glimpse into the Kingdom of God

The Hamilton County Courthouse where Judge Greenholtz told a courtroom that your courtroom advocacy was a first for him.

Judge

Greenholtz

“... I have never heard such 
testimony of community support 

and personal commitment...” 
- Judge Greenholtz



THANK YOU!

All donations to Bridge City Community are 100% tax deductible.

Committing to flight by investing in the most affected from the community.

You can impact the future by investing in an 
internship for a recently incarcerated young man. 

WHY CRANES YOU ASKED? When The Artist 7 finished the mural in front of BCC many of you 
asked about the image selected by him to present to the community through the canvas of the 
church. SEVEN described deep, personal connection to cranes and how their movement in the 
piece represented the movement of people -- from take off to full flight to landing. You have 
neighbors all around you who are in different stages of flight. Some are stuck on the ground 
unable to lift their wings to join the sky. Some have attempted to jump from the nest only to 
flutter back down to the soil in temporary failure, while others still have been soaring their 
entire lives and are ready to settle down and land.
 The young man we advocated for in court is like one of these cranes. For a while 
now he has had his own false starts to flight. Some of what has held him back has been his 
self-admitted shortcomings but much of what has inhibited his flight comes from external 
circumstances outside of his control. You have the opportunity to invest in his flight -- to 
change those circumstances & give him a new chance to soar!  Even though he may seem 
like a stranger the connections of the young man mentioned above to BCC run deep! The first 
Sunday after his release from jail he worshipped at Bridge City and Mark recognized him 
from when he was young and used to attend programs at the South Chattanooga Rec Center 
where it all began for you and BCC. He is currently staying with members of BCC until he can 
get his feet underneath him and try to finally take to the skies -- flying away from temptation 
and danger, headed instead toward the light of resurrection and new life. The plan is for him 
to re-enroll in college courses to complete his education and intern with BCC to learn the skills 
of community organizing and anti-racism facilitation while engaging with youth group as well. 
Your financial partnership will enable him to save up for his own apartment and vehicle while 
covering the basics of everyday life. Thank you!

Send a check today! Bridge City Community | 2800 McCallie Ave | Chattanooga, TN 37404

Invest on l ine now!  @ br idgec itycommunity .com/partner

Mug shots of a potential intern mixed with the mural at Bridge City Community (for privacy’s sake)

GOAL=$12 ,000 $1000 per month will give this 

young man wings [not Redbul l ! ]

Are you ready to invest in him?


