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Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church 

LIVING BIBLICALLY 
 There is a new sitcom out called Living Biblically.  I confess, I have never watched it, but I 

am assuming it does not depict Christianity fairly or favorably. Living biblically, however, is what 
we were created and re-created to do. Living biblically is not about following a set of rules and 
guidelines to earn God’s favor.  Living biblically means living in grace as a child of God who has 
been redeemed and renewed by the sacrificial life and death, and victorious resurrection of 
God’s Son, Jesus Christ. 

  We are empowered to live biblically by the Word of God (the Bible) and the Word of God 
connected to the promises of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  We are encouraged in living   
biblically when we worship, study God’s Word and fellowship with other believers. 

  Living biblically is what a New Creation in Christ does 24/7.  However, we still struggle 
with our sinful nature, so we constantly seek out the Means through which God brings this new 
life to us. We have Bible studies on Sundays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays which      
encourage and empower us to live biblically.  Why not join one of these Bible studies, or start a 
new one.  Your pastors are happy to support you in leading a home Bible study. 

Pastor Brian Truog 

GARAGE SALE: THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

Our garage sale was, in all respects, a resounding success.  Over 65 members of our congregation 

signed the daily work registers at the CMC from April 16th -28th, and several others were involved in the 

background with advertising, organizing large item pick-ups, etc.  Our registers also logged over 1,000 

hours spent by members working in the CMC.  Special thanks to Judy Schoenherr for her cheerful       

diligence serving as our leader.  As our pastors have noted, one of the major benefits of this effort was the 

opportunity for our congregation to come together and share in the undertaking.  It also provided the    

opportunity for people in neighboring communities to visit our church campus and see Christians in     

action.  Another benefit is the financial support that we achieved for our ministries.  Gross receipts from 

the garage sale totaled $8,113.25, and out-of-pocket expenses were $625.92 after subtracting $250       

received under the Thrivent Action Team program.  The net amount of $7,487.33 has been split evenly 

between the Jewel Comfort Dog ministry and the COS Endowment Fund. 

Matching grant challenge:  The Endowment Fund Committee has set aside $1,500 for making     mid

-year cash grants to COS ministries and to outside charities in which members of congregation       ac-

tively participate.  To maximize the impact of the Endowment Fund’s contributions, it is hoped that each 

grant of up to $500 will be made on a dollar-for-dollar basis with matching funds from other sources 

(fund raisers, additional contributions, etc.).  If you would like the Committee to consider a COS ministry 

or outside charity that you support, please obtain an application form from the Church Secretary and   

submit it to the Committee by June 12th to assist us in allocating these funds. 
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I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church 
Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod 

260 Wade Road West, Loudon, TN 37774 

Office Phone:  (865) 458-9407   Office Fax:  (865) 458-8531 

E-mail:  Christrs@bellsouth.net 

REV. Brian Truog, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Mark R. Rhoads, Pastor 

 Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 

Traditional Service   8:30 A.M. 

Blended Service    11:00 A.M. 

Adult Bible Class/Sunday School 10:00 A.M. 

A Place to Worship, to Learn, to Serve. 
A Stephen Ministry Congregation 

www.coslctn.org 

 
 Heard Sunday Mornings 
 @7am on WJBX 97.5FM 

Volunteers Needed for Friendship 

Kitchen 
Several local Churches are provid-

ing meals to needy families (70 - 78 fami-

lies). It's called the Friendship Kitchen. In 

order to participate with these Churches, 

we need your help.  Once a month we 

would be responsible to do the shopping, 

preparing and delivering a meal to each 

family.   With many hands it’s a much 

smaller task and a lot of fun. If you can 

help please let Pastor Truog or the office 

know.  

 Romans 13:9  "Love your neighbor as 

yourself". 
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Jewel Philippians 2:3 
Lutheran Church Charities K-9 Comfort Dogs 

program began with four golden retrievers in 2008.   

Fast forward 10 years, and the program has grown 

to nearly 130 dogs in 23 states. Training begins at 

eight weeks of age, and the dogs receive over 

2,000 hours before they are placed in churches and 

schools.  Dogs like Jewel are not only trained to 

comfort children and adults, but they also work 

alongside veterans, who act as their handlers.  

They become accustomed to working with all ages 

of people from all walks of life and can work every 

day.  Comfort dogs are trained to the level of a  

service dog; however, a service dog serves just one 

handler who most times has a disability. Comfort 

dogs work with many handlers.  

Steve Schoenherr enjoys working with dogs and was a volunteer with Smoky Mountain Service 

Dogs, when he became aware of the LCC K-9 Comfort Dog program.  After looking into the program 

and seeing the amazing stories of how the dogs touched the lives of children and adults alike, he decided 

to introduce this ministry to Christ Our Savior.  Jewel arrived in August 2014. She will be five years old 

on June 11th. 

Judy and Steve have seen first-hand the impact Jewel has had in visits locally as well as national   

deployments. “As handlers, you just have to step back and let God be in control.  Jewel has that sixth 

sense to know when someone is hurting, and she will lean in and let that person gently stroke her fur. Her 

presence brings a calmness which often leads to talking about what is troubling them.  Serving with Jewel 

is our way of sharing God’s love and compassion with others.  Seeing the smiles and happiness she brings 

and the blessing she is to other people, gives us great joy.” 

When Jewel has her vest on she knows she is working.  She is a key part of the healing process by 

helping with tragic suicides, the death of loved ones or mass tragedies during countless deployments in 

and outside the area.  Jewel acts as a bridge, opening the door for us to provide Christian compassion, 

mercy, hope and the love of Jesus Christ.  The beauty of a dog is they are very good listeners. They’re 

confidential, don’t take notes and are not judgmental. We don’t have very many friends who have all 

those qualities at one time, but a dog does. 

 Jewel has one caregiver family, Judy and Steve Schoenherr, who see that she is well groomed, fed, 

exercised, and make sure her vet records are all kept up. This is where Jewel gets loved on and just gets to 

be a dog!  Different handlers and helpers pick Jewel up daily for her regular weekly outings to hospitals, 

nursing homes, schools, military facilities, and other places she is invited.  Much like other professionals, 

all of the LCC comfort dogs have their own email, Facebook and Twitter accounts. They also have    

business cards with their picture and Bible verse printed on the front.  

The LCC K-9 Comfort Dogs only go where they are invited. Quoting Tim Hetzner. “Once we get the 

call, we try to put boots and paws on the ground within 24 hours. We had a dog on the ground that      

evening [in Parkland, Florida] during prayer vigils, and the rest of the dogs came in the next day serving 

the community in the centers where the high school kids gathered.”  When Jewel is deployed, she is given 

 Jewel (Continued on page 4) 
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a break every few hours.  The vest comes off, and the dogs chill out a little bit, play ball and then the vest 

goes back on, and back to work. 

What do the dog handlers do?  First of all, they always protect Jewel and make certain that she obeys 

the commands given her.  The handler is responsible to see that she is calm and well behaved in order to 

be a blessing to those people she is visiting.  Many times a “Ministry Helper” will accompany the      han-

dler on outings.  The helper interacts and sometimes prays with the person being visited, hands out 

Jewel’s cards, and takes pictures.  

The Comfort Dog Ministry is all about sharing the Mercy, Compassion, Presence and Proclamation 

of Jesus with those hurting and in need.   We have seen how interacting with Jewel calms children,  

stimulates conversation, opens doors to the community, brightens the lives of home bound and those in 

nursing homes, creates bridges for compassion when disaster strikes, helps with loneliness or depression,  

stimulates minds and spirits, and sparks memories.  All of our handlers and helpers can attest to this and 

they get just as much joy and satisfaction out of the program as the people they serve.  

Handlers and helpers are always needed in the Comfort Dog Ministry. Please give it your 

greatest consideration!  

Jewel (Continued from page 3) 

KISIMA ACADEMY 
Kisima Academy, a mission of COS, is a Christian orphanage and school in rural western Kenya. 

     Plans are shaping up for the October trip to Kisima.  There are 12 people going, half from here and 

half from Michigan, Ohio, and Pennsylvania.  The luggage allowance for Africa is two 50-lb. suitcases so 

we can take a lot of things to the school.  We’ve been asked to bring shoes for the high school students 

and people here have been generous in donating gently used shoes.  We’ll also be bringing books, school 

supplies, clothes, Frisbees, and whatever else we think would be useful there. 

     There are eight women and four men going.  What each group does that visits Kisima depends on the 

interests and talents of the individuals going.  My goal this time is to establish a library.  Thanks to a  

generous donation from a COS couple and from other donations we have about 250 books so far.  I’ve 

been busy cataloging and processing them.  The children have no concept of a library so another former 

librarian and I will be holding classes to teach check out/check in procedures, the rudiments of the Dewey 

Decimal System, etc.  We’ll be training student “librarians” and the teacher whose job it is to oversee the 

library. 

     Dee Butler, from here in Tellico Village, wants to teach sewing.  Since home economics was removed 

from the curriculum several years ago that idea was enthusiastically received.  Dee and a couple of others 

will be teaching how to sew on a button and how to sew a seam and a hem to all the students, girls and 

boys, from grades 5 to 8.  Several others will be helping.  Time permitting, she will teach cutting out a 

pattern, etc.  She’ll be providing a sewing kit with scissors, tape measure, different colors of thread, etc., 

to the 8th grade girls.  Martin’s wife, Margaret, said that many of the community children don’t have so 

much as a needle at home. 

     I can’t sing but a couple of the others can so I plan to teach some hymns to the younger children.  A 

couple of the men have expressed interest in building a piece of playground equipment.  One man’s     

interests are music and sports so he will be working in those areas.  More plans will develop in the     

coming months. 

     Gerda Fink 



June 2018 Volume 18 Issue 6 Page 5 

 

New Lutheran Church Ministry 
On Saturday, May 5, 2018, 14 members of COS, including our two pastors, attended the Tennessee  

District LLC Conference at Christus Victor Lutheran Church. One of feature presentations was made by 

Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz, Executive Director, Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty (LCRL). Prior to      

accepting the LCMS call to establish this important new ministry in Washington D.C., Dr. Seltz was 
Speaker of “The Lutheran Hour”. Look over the following two pages to get an idea of the mission for this 
new ministry. To learn even more, go to the LCRL website at:  LCRLFreedom.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Gregory P. Seltz, PhD.  
Executive Director  

Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty (LCRL)  
Previous to Seltz’s work in Washington D.C., he served as the Speaker of The Lu-

theran Hour radio program, a position he held since February 2011. As Speaker, 

now Speaker Emeritus, he served as the featured speaker on Lutheran Flour Minis-

tries flagship Christian outreach radio program, with over 1 million listeners, airing 

on more than 1,800 stations across North America as well as on the American Forces Network. He served as the or-

ganization’s spiritual leader, evangelist, and ministry emissary with The         Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod 

(LCMS) and Lutheran Church--Canada (LCC).  

Before joining Lutheran Hour Ministries, served as the Director of the Cross-Cultural Ministry Center, as well as pro-

fessor of Theology at Concordia University in Irvine, California. He went to Concordia in 2000 to oversee the       

master’s program in Theology and Culture. With over 75 pastors now in the urban mission field during his tenure, 

His work prepared leaders from  

various cultures to launch ministries in a variety of cultural settings, including Vietnamese, Korean, Spanish, Indone-

sian, Indian, and African-American just to name a few.  

Prior to his work at Concordia, Seltz was the Executive Director of Life’s Journey Ministries, an urban, not- for-profit 

evangelism ministry in Manhattan, New York. He was also the founding pastor of the first new Lutheran mission 

start in New York City in more than 40 years (Church For All Nations-LCMS), started a mission church in Dallas, 

served as pastor of a large congregation in Tampa.  

Seltz is a sought after speaker on topics such as “Church and State — The public theology and mission of  

Christ’s Church in the 21st Century; The Public Practice of Believers as faithful “citizens;” Two-Kingdoms — One 

Mission — God at work in the World to bless; Missions; Evangelism; Cross-Cultural Ministry; Pastoral  

leadership in an Urban, Diverse World; Preparing Pastors and Leaders for the Post-modern, urban Church.  

Seltz holds a bachelor’s degree in New Testament-Biblical Languages from Concordia University in Ann Arbor, 

Michigan, plus a Master of Divinity in Systematics--New Testament and a Master of Sacred Theology in Systematics 

and a PhD in Theology and Culture, from Concordia Seminary in St. Louis. He also was awarded the Doctor of     

Divinity degree from Concordia University Irvine for his urban work in Dallas, NYC, and Los Angeles, launching 

churches in the city as well as training over 75 candidates for LCMS-urban Ministry in the United States. He and his 

wife, Marie Yvette, have one daughter, Devin.  

LCRLFreedom.org 
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Encourage, Educate, Advocate 

LCRL is a religious Liberty organization in Washington D.C. The 

Center provides input, education, advice, advocacy, and resources 

in the areas of religious liberty, Life, and Marriage seeking to    

engage in discussions in D C to establish partnerships and re-

sources in our nation’s Capitol for the sake of our Churches, 

Schools, Universities, and Seminaries. 
 

We are in D.C. to be an Encouraging support to those who are already working very hard on the Hill 

to protect our religious Liberty. to protect and promote the sanctity of life, to guard the basic protections 

for traditional marriage, to promote the value of private and parochial education. 

 

We are in D.C. to be an Educating resource for our Churches, Schools, Universities, pastors, and     

laypeople - Why? Because Christians more and more need be prepared to engage public issues for the 

sake of the community and the Gospel. 

 

We are in D.C. to be an Advocate for our Churches, Schools, and Universities... Why? Because the 

government is encroaching more and more into the arena of the Church and its work, and Gods’ people 

have a role not only in sharing the Gospel, but in helping society/culture in being humane, civil, and   

temporally just. (see Jeremiah 29:11ff) 

 

LCRLFreedom.org 
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Dad’s incredible 

 

Author Jim Wallis tells how his young son ends       

telephone conversations with him.  

“Daddy,” the boy says, “I love you, I like you and 

you’re incredible.” 

What makes an “incredible” father? It isn’t as difficult 

as it might seem. Children, of course, aren’t awed by the 

size of your paycheck, office or retirement account. Instead, 

it’s the simple, everyday gestures that make you a No. 1 

dad. 

In Stories for the Family’s Heart, Steve Stephens  offers 

some sure-fire ways to be incredible in your kids’ eyes: 

 

• Play tic-tac-toe and hide-and-seek. 

• Be consistent. 

• Buy ice cream cones. 

• Don’t discipline in anger. 

• Count stars together. 

• Pray with (and for) your children. 

• Hug and say “I love you” often. 

Father’s Day 

The first celebration of Father’s Day is thought to have been in July 1908, in Fairmont, West Virginia. Grace 

Golden Clayton suggested the special observance to her pastor after a deadly explosion in a nearby town killed 361 

men.  

Soon after, Sonora Smart Dodd of Spokane, Washington, wanted to show her gratitude to her father who’d 

cared for the family after his wife died. Dodd asked her pastor to choose a June Sunday to honor all fathers, and he 

selected June 19, 1910. 

In 1924, President Coolidge suggested that Father’s Day become a national holiday. In 1966, President John-

son designated the third Sunday of June to be Father’s Day. Six years later, President Nixon instituted Father’s Day 

as a national observance. 

Nevaeh? 

Ever know anyone named Nevaeh? This increasingly popular name is “Heaven” spelled backward.  

Nevaeh is a recent invention, appearing suddenly in 1999. That year, there were eight baby Nevaehs born in 

the United States. The next year, there were 86. Now the name is in the top 50 most popular baby girl names. Par-

ents select Nevaeh because it has meaning, uniqueness and star-connection.  

Names during biblical times carried not just meaning but a hoped-for destiny. While the name “Jesus” was as 

common in that day as Michael, John or David are today, its meaning was entirely uncommon for him. Jesus liter-

ally means “salvation” or “the Lord saves.” 

No matter your given name, take pride in your label as a Christian. That name shows your true meaning and 

destiny. 

—Adapted from Homiletics 
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