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CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF THIS YEAR’S GRADUATES! 
 

  May and June are typical months for graduations. It’s a big deal to graduate, and it is great to be able 

to celebrate the accomplishment. But, to tell you the truth, I never really liked graduations.  I had five 

older brothers and sisters, so I sat through a lot of graduations. I found that I did not really care much 

for pomp and circumstance. 

  

   One of my professors at the seminary used to remind us often: “Gentlemen, you never graduate.  You 

just matriculate.”  To matriculate implies moving on to a next step. 

 

  This should be our attitude about our growth as a child of God.  We never graduate, we just move on 

to the next step. Yes, this means we never retire when it comes to serving God, and we are never fin-

ished with learning more about God and our life in Him through studying His Holy Word. 

 

  Paul expresses this attitude in his letter to the Christians at Philippi: 

“Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take 

hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken 

hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on 

toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”  

 Philippians 3:12-14 (NIV) 

 

  What is your next step in growing, learning, serving?  God’s blessings on your matriculation! 

Pastor Brian Truog 

Jewel’s Corner 
 
 
Every Sunday I get to see the 
youngest member of our 
church—Mia!  I love this picture 
of "me and" Mia!!  God bless 
her life as she grows in Christ †.   
❤ Jewel Philippians 2:3 
 



Page 2 GOOD NEWS COURIER 

 

 Heard Sunday Mornings 
 @7am on WJBX 97.5FM 

Newsletter Staff: 
Ron Uncapher, Editor 

Judith Schmid-Bielenberg, Sandy Stricklett,  

Cathy Stark, Marguerite Vormelker, and  

Gwen West 

Congratulations, This Year’s 
Graduates 

1 

Jewel’s Corner 1 

Getting to Know Your Church 
Family 

3 

The Columbarium Project 4 

It’s Call Day 4 

From Womb to Tomb 5 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church 
Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod 

260 Wade Road West, Loudon, TN 37774 

Office Phone:  (865) 458-9407   Office Fax:  (865) 458-8531 

E-mail:  Christrs@bellsouth.net 

REV. Brian Truog, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Mark R. Rhoads, Pastor 

 Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 

Traditional Service   8:30 A.M. 

Blended Service    11:00 A.M. 

Adult Bible Class/Sunday School 10:00 A.M. 

A Place to Worship, to Learn, to Serve. 
A Stephen Ministry Congregation 

www.coslctn.org 

 

 
 

Here are some Father’s Day quotes: 
 

“Children have more need of models than critics." 

   - French moralist Joseph Joubert (1754-1824) 

 

 

"There must always be a struggle between a     

father and son, while one aims at power and the 

other at independence."  -18th century  

English lexicographer Samuel Johnson 

 

 

"If the new American father feels bewildered and 

even defeated, let him take comfort from the fact 

that whatever he does in any fathering situation 

has a fifty percent chance of being right." 

                                                                                         

- Bill Cosby 
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GETTING TO KNOW YOUR CHURCH FAMILY 
MEET HERB AND GWEN WEST 

 

Typically this article is focused on  intro-

ducing newer members of our church family 

to the rest of the congregation. This month, 

let’s meet Herb and Gwen West, two of our 

founding members, and learn about them and 

recognize some of the   significant contribu-

tions they have made. 

They met in high school around Fort 

Wayne, Indiana and married shortly after   

graduating. Herb worked for International 

Harvester and retired after thirty years at age 

forty-eight as a journeyman machinist. They 

then started their own business. They have 

now been married for 63 years. They have 

five children, nine grand-children, and seven 

great-grandchildren. They moved to Tellico 

Village about twenty-five years ago from 

Fort Wayne. They have a strong Lutheran 

background, soon became charter members 

of Christ Our Savior, and were very involved in the development of the church. 

Herb is a master woodworker and he built the church altar, the furnishings in the 

pastor’s and church office, the shelves in the CMC and library, and several other items 

in the church. Gwen loves needlework and crocheting. She made the Lord’s Supper 

depiction in the narthex and crocheted the ends of the altar cloth that we still use.  

They now live in Lenoir City at the Cove. Herb no longer has his large        work-

shop, but still spends a lot of time doing what he loves in his current workshop making 

smaller items. He is an usher, helps in setting-up chairs for special events, and hangs 

plaques for the church. He also volunteers at the Good Neighbor Shop and is a mem-

ber of the Loudon County Honor Guard. Gwen folds bulletins and church newsletters 

and now includes cross-stitching as one of her hobbies. They enjoy playing cards and 

are a member of a euchre group.  And on most     Fridays they head into Knoxville and 

enjoy bowling. 

Christ Our Savior was extremely fortunate to have Gwen and Herb West as charter 

members. They have contributed so much to our church buildings and family. Please 

try and get to know this interesting couple. 
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COLUMBARIUM PROJECT  
The Columbarium Committee (Judith Schmid-Bielenberg, Dave Roth and Bob Traum) appreciate the 

support and approval given at the May 5th Voters’ Assembly meeting to proceed with construction of a 

columbarium that will be located in the Torgler Memorial Garden (see below for an artist’s rendering).  

We currently have eight members who are making advance purchases of a niche in the columbarium.  

There are 40 niches that will accommodate one or two urns, and the price if purchased before construc-

tion is completed is $1,750 per niche (thereafter, $2,000).  The current number of advance purchasers will 

cover slightly more than 50% of the construction cost based on firm quotes from Sunset Memorial and 

Tuttle Masonry, with the balance provided by a COS loan.  If there are others in our congregation who 

may be interested in obtaining a niche at the discount price, please contact one of our Committee mem-

bers.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funds from additional niche sales will be used to reduce the amount of the loan from COS. 

IT’S CALL DAY! 
One of our sponsored seminarians is now a pastor! Equipping young men for this  step is our goal in 

the Adopt-a-Student program. On May l, our St. Louis Seminary sent out 116 pastors, deaconesses, and 

missionaries. Fort Wayne sent out 84. You probably wonder where our students went. 

Nathan McCarty took his wife and children to his call as an Associate Pastor at Bethlehem Lutheran 

Church in Jacksonville Beach, Florida. 

Four others we sponsor went out to their year of vicarage: Chad Bolosan took his family to St. Paul in 

Westlake, Ohio.;Vernon Sansom will spend his year at Christ the King in Kingswood, Texas.; Joshua     

Ralston will serve at St. John in Wheaton, lllinois. Ryan Schnake has a very special vicarage assignment at 

Kaiserslauten Lutheran Church in Kaiserslauten, Germany. He went to the assignment because he speaks 

German and has a military connection which will allow him to serve our soldiers placed there, with an easy 

access to our military installation 

These young men are answering their divine placements because they are devoted to their goal — to 

serve the Lord through His churches. Our congregation has helped to make all this happen through your 

participation in the Adopt-a-Student program. 
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FROM THE WOMB TO THE TOMB 

Lutherans for Life is an advocate for LIFE – every dimension of life! 
 

FROM THE WOMB – A COS DIAPER DRIVE!  

     SUPPORTING THE MARYVILLE PREGNANCY RESOURCE CENTER.... 

       DONATIONS ARE WELCOME NOW THROUGH FATHERS’ DAY 

              Items may be placed in the marked container in the CMC entrance. 

PLEASE CONSIDER MAKING A DONATION FOR THIS DRIVE to assist in the care of newborns 
whose parents seek services through the Pregnancy Resource Center. Much needed items include: 

Size 4 and 5 diapers  
$5 gas cards from Walmart or other gas stations 
Baby wipes  
Monetary donations (one-time or monthly) toward the purchase of a server for their computer  

       (make checks payable to and send to the Center at 3028 Old Niles Ferry Road, Maryville 37803.) 
THE MISSION OF THE PREGNANCY RESOURCE CENTER: 
“Since 1986, the Pregnancy Resource Center of Blount County, Tennessee, has helped women cope 
with unplanned pregnancies and consider their options in a compassionate and supportive environment.” 

TO THE TOMB –  EUTHANASIA AND ASSISTED SUICIDE 
 How often have you been asked if you have your Living Will and Power of Attorney documents?  Perhaps 

you struggled with checking the ‘right’ boxes in completing the required information.  It is not easy or comfortable 

to consider how a  life might end with dignity, without causing ‘undo’ burden to loved ones, while also seeking to  

act in a God-pleasing manner.   

  Lutherans for Life provides the following statement on Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide in their Position 

Statements.  Perhaps it will offer guidance to you or provide an open door to conversation with a loved one.  

(used with permission - https://www.lutheransforlife.org/ )   

“Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide”  
“ WHEREAS, Scripture proclaims that God is the Creator and Giver of life; and  

“WHEREAS, Scripture states there is a time to live and a time to die (Ecclesiastes 

3:2a) and that time is in God’s hands (Psalm 31:15); and “ WHEREAS, Suicide 

and assisted suicide violate the Fifth Commandment, “You shall not murder,” as 

explained by Martin Luther in the Large Catechism, “we must not kill either by 

hand, heart, or word, by signs or gestures, or by aiding or abetting”; therefore be it 

 “RESOLVED That Lutherans For Life opposes euthanasia and assisted suicide; and be it further 

 “RESOLVED That Lutherans For Life will assist and encourage:  

            1. all those caring for the infirmed and the dying in showing true compassion (“to suffer with”) by 

     using pain management methods and providing food and water to sustain life as needed; and 

           2. clergy and laity alike to care for the infirmed and the dying, to proclaim the message of  

               salvation, and to be with them in their times of suffering, asking God’s blessing of spiritual  

      growth and comfort for all involved.” 

 

Gracious Lord, by your power and might you have given life to all creation, and through your Son, 

Jesus Christ, you have offered forgiveness and redemption for our errant ways.  Enable us to love 

all and treasure Your gift of life from the womb to the tomb and to speak boldly on behalf of those 

whose lives are not always valued.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

Linda Anderson for the COS Lutherans for Life committee 

https://www.lutheransforlife.org/
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