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CELEBRATE FREEDOM!
“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.” Galatians 5:1
Each year, Americans set aside the fourth day in July to celebrate the freedom we enjoy as
citizens of this country. However, every patriotic celebration reminds us that freedom is not free. It comes
with a great price. The freedom we enjoy in America came by the death of countless lives of men and
women. The American flag we display in our yards, on our mailboxes and outside buildings, is a beautiful reminder of this truth. The red stripes remind us of the blood which has been spilled by our courageous military. The white stripes remind us of the purity in justice we continually strive towards. The
stars on a field of blue serve two purposes. They remind us of the unity shared by fifty separate states and
also point to the hope of a bright and better future.
Our celebrations also remind us such freedom comes great responsibility. Each and every citizen
of this country is called to live their life dedicated to preserving the freedom we have been given. We live
our life in such a way that the principles of liberty and justice for all are evident in every aspect of our
life.
Christians set aside every month, indeed every day, to celebrate the freedom we enjoy in Christ.
We know this freedom came at a great price. The colors of the flag remind us this beautiful truth as well.
The red stripes remind us of His blood shed on the cross. The white stripes remind us the purity we have,
both now and forever, as a result of his death and resurrection. The stars on a field of blue remind us of
the home we have in heaven, a bright and glorious future indeed!
With such freedom comes great responsibility. As Christians, we are called to live our life
dedicated to preserving the freedom we have been given. We live our life in joyful service to the God
who has secured our freedom. We preserve and maintain this freedom by spending time with God in
worship, and Bible study and in faithful service to our fellowman.
God bless your freedom celebrations on July 4 and every other day as well!
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Freedom
Each one of us is born most free
And we alone can choose
To do what God would have us do,
To use what God would use.
Or, we are also free to seek
The proud and selfish way —
A life where other gods come first
To reign and hold full sway.
But when we follow where Christ leads,
We find that freedom’s place
Is really in God’s Will for us,
And we have chosen GRACE!
—Peggy Ferrell, Prayers and Poems
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GETTING TO KNOW YOUR CHURCH FAMILY
MEET THE GOLDSMITHS
John and Teri Goldsmith moved into the
village last Fall and joined Christ Our Savior in
December. Since then, they have each suffered
injuries from accidents in the home that limited
their involvement in most activities, but they are
now on the mend and ready to start enjoying an
active retired life and making new friends.
They are lifelong Lutherans from the area
around Peoria, Illinois and they have been
married for 36 years. They raised two sons and a
daughter who now range in age from 27-34 and
live in far-flung places from Illinois to Texas to
Vancouver, Washington. John worked for
Caterpillar as an engineering superintendent and
retired in 2015 after 42 years. Teri started a
career as a dental assistant after their kids were
grown.
They are huge Cubs fans and enjoy traveling
to see their Cubbies play wherever and whenever. They both enjoy exercise and staying fit and plan to join the health club; John particularly enjoys
tennis and golf. They also have a boat and enjoy being on the water and fishing. When Teri has an opportunity to sit and relax, she also enjoys reading mysteries.
They point out that they were surprised and very pleased to learn that there was a Missouri Synod
Lutheran Church so close to home and that they are doubly blessed to belong to a church with two
excellent pastors and so many active, committed members. They are a delightful couple who would love
to meet any kindred spirits in our church, so please feel free to introduce yourselves to them (they
normally attend the second service).

SEMINARY CALL DAYS ARE COMPLETE
On April 24, 2018 the St. Louis Seminary issued 68 calls. Casey Kegley will be serving at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in
Ridgewood, New Jersey. Noah Kegley will be at Saint Paul Lutheran Church in West Allis, Wisconsin. Fort Wayne Theological
Seminary issued 30 calls. Our Seminarian, John Engwall, will go to Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Aikens, South Carolina. Call
Day also provided Vicarage assignments. St. Louis: Jonathan Jahnke will be at Resurrection Lutheran Church in Sunset Hills,
Missouri, while Fort Wayne: Timothy Sheridan will be at Trinity Lutheran Church in Reese, Michigan.
It’s a blessing that Adopt-a-Student is able to help all seminarians continue their calls to serve the Lord.
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
The Prayer Shawl Ministry provides generous-size shawls to people in need of comfort,
encouragement, compassion, friendship and prayers. Our shawls have been given to people in many
circumstances including after a loss, during an illness or recovery period, going through chemo or other
difficult circumstances. They have also been given to people in more joyful circumstances such as a
100th birthday, a new mom apprehensive about caring for a new baby, and for service to the church. We
have distributed over 550 prayer shawls to 32 states and four countries as of May 2018.
There are about eight people involved at any one time who knit and crochet the shawls and pray
while making them. This ministry is uplifting in spirit for the creator of the shawl as well as the receiver.
Our Lord has called us to pray and we believe there is great power in prayer. Each shawl begins with
prayer and as each stitch is made, prayers and blessings are continued throughout its creation. We wrap
each stitch with prayer, concern and love before it reaches the person who will receive it. We believe the
receiver can feel God’s love through a prayer shawl in a very real way. Prayer Shawls are not sold as that
would defeat the purpose of the ministry which is to give freely of ourselves and to share the fruits of the
Holy Spirit with those in need. If you request a shawl you may be asked to deliver it or mail it to your
friend or loved one to help offset the cost of yarn.
Our shawls are available in a variety of colors. We try to maintain an inventory for urgent needs. No
shawl is distributed without first being prayed over for at least two hours for that person and his/her
circumstances. All information is kept confidential and only the person praying for the receiver is aware
of the reason a shawl is requested. After prayers, a card is created to accompany the shawl which contains
as much of the prayers said as possible.
We can always use people who like to knit or crochet to make shawls. The patterns are easy. The
church provides the yarn, the patterns, suggested prayers to get you started; you provide your own
needles or hooks. There is no pressure to complete a shawl within a certain timeframe. We work independently at our own pace.
You can request a prayer shawl for someone you know or for yourself. We have a simple form to do
this which you will find on the bulletin board in the church hallway and on the one near the soda machine
in the Christian Ministry Center. You can also contact the church office or Gail Hicks, Ministry Manager,
458-1765, to request one.

Life is an echo
A man and his young son were walking on a mountain trail when the boy tripped on a rock and
twisted his ankle. “Ahhhhh!” he screamed in pain.
“Ahhhhh!” came a distant reply from the mountain.
The startled boy shouted back, “Who are you?”
“Who are you?” replied the voice from the mountain.
This made him angry, so he shouted, “You’re a big coward!”
“You’re a big coward!” was the reply.
The puzzled boy looked at his father and asked, “Dad, what’s going on?”
“Son,” the father replied, “listen to this.” He then shouted, “I admire you!”
“I admire you!” answered the voice.
“You are wonderful!” shouted the dad.
And the voice replied, “You are wonderful!”
The father turned to his son and explained, “People call that an echo, but it’s really life. Life always
gives back to you what you give to it. Life is a mirror of all your actions. If you want to be loved, give love.
If you want respect, give respect. If you want people to be patient with you, be patient with them. This rule
of nature applies to every part of our lives.”

July 2018

Volume 18 Issue 7

Page 5

ADOPT-A-STUDENT
On Sunday afternoon, , June 10, 201,Noah Kegley and his brother, Casey Kegley, were ordained into
the holy ministry at St. Paul’s in Grafton, Wisconsin., their home church.
Pictured, left to right, are Noah, his wife, Monica, Beth Kegley, Casey’s wife, holding their son,
Boaz, and Casey, holding their daughter, Adah.
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