
Praise the Lord! We made it to Uruguay, by way of the DR, New York, 
Maryland, Georgia, and Chile

July and August brought a lot of new experiences, many hellos, goodbyes, flights, and miles travelled. 
Thanks be to God, we arrived in our new home of Montevideo, Uruguay on August 21st after nearly 24 
hours of travel through 4 different airports. We were greeted by several colleagues and a few church 
members from Iglesia Luterana San Pablo (St. Paul Lutheran Church) here in the capital. It was a long 
day jumping continents, but we thank the Lord for safe travel and to finally be here in Uruguay!  
 
In July, Pastor Phil preached his first two Spanish sermons at Cordero de Dios (Lamb of God) Lutheran 
Church in Licey, Santiago. We thank God for enabling him to learn quickly so that he can begin 
proclaiming the saving Gospel in this new language. We said goodbye and thank you to our Spanish 
teachers Lourdes and Jacqui before leaving for the regional missionary conference in Punta Cana, 
Dominican Republic, at the beginning of August. While there, we joined the other missionaries and their 
families who serve in countries all across our Latin America and Caribbean region (over 120 people all 
together) for worship, rest, fellowship, and for presentations on the book of Acts. It was a blessing to 
meet many "new to us" faces as well as to reconnect with old friends (some who have moved continents) 
that we knew from our years serving in Africa and Latin America respectively. Our Lord is certainly 
working in amazing ways through His Church throughout the world, and in our region. If you would like 
to learn more about the work of the LCMS and her sister church bodies throughout this region, search 
“Latin America” at www.lcms.org.
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About the photos on page 1: (1) On August 21st, we made it to our new home of Montevideo, 
Uruguay! Pictured from left to right is our welcoming committee, Daniel (member at San Pablo), 
Pastor James Sharp, us, Helena, Maíra, and Pastor André Muller (holding son Martín), and Marta 
(member at San Pablo). (2) We went for a walk our first full day in Montevideo to begin getting our 
bearings. A long boardwalk (called "la rambla" here) borders the coast. West of Montevideo, the 
water is still considered the Río de la Plata, and east of the city, it opens up to the Atlantic Ocean. 
(3) The sanctuary dedicated in rural Chapicuy, Uruguay, was built from both traditional building 
materials and shipping containers. This congregation, served by Brazilian alliance missionary Pastor 
Maicon Schieferdecker, has waited decades to have their own dedicated place to gather. It was a joy to 
meet the Lutherans in the north, and to be present for such a special weekend! 

About this page’s photos: (1) Our flights took us from Baltimore, to Atlanta, to Santiago, Chile on an 
overnight flight, and then on to Montevideo the next day. It was interesting to travel so far and not be 
8 time zones away! (2) We spent our first weekend in Uruguay upcountry in Salto and Chapicuy for 
the dedication of two worship spaces. We saw fields of canola as far as the eye could see, and many 
people on horseback during the 5-hour-drive between Montevideo and the northwest border with 
Argentina. (3) Pictured are your missionaries who gathered together the first week of August for the 
annual conference in the Dominican Republic. Please continue to pray for your LCMS missionaries, 
LCMS alliance missionaries (from sister Lutheran church bodies around the world), and the national 
pastors, deaconesses, teachers, and lay workers who serve in Christ's name around Latin America 
and the Caribbean. 



 
LCMS congregations are getting creative!

Several churches in various parts of the United States have gotten involved in our work in Uruguay, and 
are using this partnership as a way to teach about how God's mission is worldwide- including in your 
backyard! Faith in Christ and Redeemer Lutheran Churches in Albuquerque, New Mexico, called us 
during their VBS to ask questions about being a missionary and living overseas. Redeemer Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in the Bronx, NY, involved us in their VBS by sharing with the kids about our work, 
praying for us, and showing a video we made to send greetings and introduce ourselves. We even made it 
onto their summer fellowship wall of photos (pictured above left). See if you can find us! 

Help Requested: Travel can be crazy... 
and we're building a team to help when the unexpected and unavoidable happens!

Do you live near a major U.S. airport? Would you be willing in the future to be “on call” for a 
missionary family like us to help in the case of travel delays or unexpected cancellations? Airport 
pickups/drop offs, partial/halfway driving, or even a place to sleep for a night or two are all great 
blessings that would be helpful for us in traveling to and through the U.S. in light of recent airline and 
car rental difficulties. Having sold our vehicles makes us even more reliant on the hospitality and 
generosity of others in scenarios like what we dealt with a few weeks ago.

On our way from the DR to Maryland for our quick stint to pack up and say goodbye to family, we got 
stuck in the JFK airport without any other reasonable travel options. Our flight to Baltimore was 
cancelled, no other flights were available, the rebooking line was many hours long, zero rental cars 
were available, all hotels in the area were full and no busses or trains were available until the next day. 
Needless to say, we never expected to be without a plan B, or C, or D, as the case would have it, and 
we're thankful that Pastor Phil's mom was willing and able to make the 7-hour round-trip drive to get us 
home in the wee hours of the following day. 

(About the above right photo) Our team was glad to receive visitors Kevin Armbrust and Eric Lunsford 
from LCMS Communications in St. Louis for the events of the weekend. While here, they conducted 
both video and written interviews with many of the workers here. Pictured here is the interview with 
Pastor Phil outside San Pablo school in Prado, Montevideo.



PRAYER REQUESTS 
Thanksgiving for safe travel from the Dominican Republic, to the U.S., and now to Uruguay.

Thanksgiving for Phil's rapidly growing Spanish abilities, and for both of us as we continue learning 
and growing in our language capacity.

For God to comfort all who mourn the death of Rachel's uncle, Wynn. We thank God that he knew his 
Lord and now rests in Christ.

For our brothers and sisters in the north of Uruguay, as they celebrate having a newly dedicated church 
building in Chapicuy and a new ministry center in Salto. Pray that they would remain faithful, strong in 
the faith, and bold in their witness of Christ.

That God would guide our search for an apartment here in Montevideo.

As we waited for her at JFK, eating our Quest bars and talking with a lovely Ecuadorian couple 
waiting to pick up family, it occurred to us that we should lean on our amazing network of mission 
partners. Thanks to those who have already written to us on Facebook expressing your willingness to 
be a part of our team of on-call travel helpers should we end up stuck in an airport again someday.

If you are interested in discussing this further or willing to help out, please send either of us a an email. 
We’d like to be able to keep a running database or list of possible helpers throughout the United States.
Though we hope and pray these infrastructural difficulties in the U.S. will soon come to an end, we 
will still be traveling throughout the States during home service every two years, and we’d welcome 
the opportunity to get to know you, your families, and congregations better, too. Thank you for all you 
do to support the flourishing of the Gospel of Jesus Christ throughout the world, and for prayerfully 
considering this additional possibility for partnership.

 
 

 
 

(Above right photo) Our colleague and fellow LCMS missionary, Pastor James Sharp, introduced us to 
the saints gathered for the divine service in Salto, Uruguay at the dedication of their new sanctuary.



Join our team!
Contact us anytime! We would love to hear from you. 

  PHILIP.JASEPH@LCMS.ORG  RACHEL.JASEPH@LCMS.ORG 

To learn more about our work, to subscribe to this newsletter via email, and to print our prayer card, please 
visit www.lcms.org/jaseph.

1. Pray! Updated prayer requests will be sent in each newsletter.

2. On Facebook? Join our group for more detailed updates. Search "The Jaseph Family: Serving the 
Lord in Uruguay”.

3. Share this newsletter with others at your church by forwarding it, printing and posting it on a bulletin 
board, or putting it on your church Facebook page.

4. Prayerfully consider becoming a Mission Sender by making a financial gift or pledge to send us to 
Uruguay and to sustain our work there. 

Any gift you make will 100% directly support and send our family. You may partner with us financially 
online at www.lcms.org/jaseph, or you may also send a check made out to "LCMS" with "Jaseph 
Mission Support" in the memo line to either:
 

Mission Central
 40718 E 16

Mapleton, IA 51034
or

The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod
P.O. Box 66861

St. Louis, MO 63166-6861

We are so thankful for each of you and your 
partnership in the Gospel!
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