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WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME?
At major sporting events, like the World Series or the Super Bowl, it’s
common to ask the “when was the last time” question. When was the last time the
Dodgers played the Astros in a World Series? When was the last time a team
won the Super Bowl two years in a row? When was the last time this event was
held in this city? And so on.
Well, when was the last time that the first day of Lent (Ash Wednesday) was
on Valentine’s Day and the last day of Lent (Easter Sunday) was on April Fools’
Day? Anyone remember? (see answer below)*.
There are several legends about various St. Valentines which may have
contributed to the celebration we have in current times on February 14 th. The
most common is that St. Valentine was a Roman priest who was martyred for his
faith. This is appropriate for Ash Wednesday as we reflect on our sinfulness and
our need for a Savior who was “martyred” to pay for our sins.
April Fools' Day is celebrated every year on April 1 by playing practical jokes
and spreading hoaxes. On the first Easter, the Jewish leaders claimed the Jesus’
resurrection was a hoax, but the apostle Paul points out that there were too many
eyewitnesses of the resurrection for it to be a hoax (1 Corinthians 15). It has also
been noted that people wouldn’t have been willing to die for their belief in the
resurrection if it were a hoax.
Regardless of which calendar days mark the beginning of Lent (Ash
Wednesday) or the end of Lent (Easter Sunday), Lent marks a time for us to
contemplate the suffering and death of our Savior, Jesus. We focus on who
Jesus is and what He did for us. We experience sorrow as we acknowledge our
own sinfulness as a cause of His suffering and death. We try to comprehend the
magnitude of His suffering as He carried the sin, guilt and shame of all people of
all time to the cross. But, ultimately, we find comfort, peace, and joy in the victory
that He won and the salvation which is ours through the gift of faith that enables
us to believe His suffering and death paid for our sins and brings us forgiveness
and everlasting life.
God’s love for us was displayed, not with a fancy card, flowers, and a box of
chocolates, but with blood, sweat and tears, and His innocent suffering and death
on the cross. This is no joke. This is not a hoax. This is as real as it gets.
I pray that the reality of Christ’s suffering and the reality of God’s love will
overwhelm us as we spend these 40 days of Lent preparing our hearts and minds
to be overwhelmed by the reality of Christ’s resurrection and the sure and certain
hope of our own resurrection. When was the last time God overwhelmed you with
His love?
Pastor Brian Truog
*1945
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“The Case for Christ”
At 3:00 PM Sunday, February
11, 2018 the movie “The Case
for Christ” will be shown in
the CMC.
Popcorn will be served with a
light meal afterword.
A great inspirational true
story about how an atheist
came to Christ.
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Getting to Know Your Church Family
Meet Bill and Patty Prince
Bill Prince is a native of Chattanooga,
Tennessee where he graduated as valedictorian of
his high school class and then immediately enlisted
in the U. S. Marine Corps. He served two tours of
infantry combat duty in South Vietnam and was seriously wounded at the Battle of Hue during the TET
Offensive of 1968. Following recuperation and his
second tour, he returned home to Tennessee.
He began a career of public service as a Deputy
Criminal Court Clerk and as a Governor’s Field
Representative for Veterans Affairs. In 1978 he
moved to Washington, DC to become Director of
Training & Government Relations for a national
student organization. Continuing his love of politics
and public service, he served as staff Director for
President Ronald Reagan’s National Drug Policy
Board, advising the President and his cabinet on federal policy combating illegal narcotics. Today that
position is commonly referred to as the “Drug Czar”.
Other appointments also included; Special Assistant
to the U. S. Secretary of Health & Human Services, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Labor for Veterans Employment
& Training, and Executive Assistant to two U. S. Secretaries of Labor. He was the first male to serve on the Board
of Directors for Women in Government, a national organization of over 1,500 women state legislators.
Afterwards, directing government relations in the corporate world, he retired as a Senior Director for the Parke
-Davis Pharmaceutical Company in 2000.
He holds life memberships in four national veterans’ organizations, is a 32nd degree Scottish Rite Mason, and
has spoken in all 50 states and 24 countries. He enjoys music, gardening, and golf.
Patty was born in Buffalo, New York to a military family and therefore grew up in many different places in the
eastern United States and Japan. Her father’s last assignment was in Orlando, Florida where Patty graduated from
high school. She earned her undergraduate degree at Florida State University in English Education and began
teaching high school English in Merritt Island. While teaching, she completed her Master’s degree in Guidance
and Counseling at Stetson University and later, additional coursework needed for certification in administration.
Patty’s career was spent entirely in Florida. She worked in various schools and positions in Brevard county
during some of the most exciting (and tragic) times of the space program. Later she moved to the Naples area and
worked in both Lee and Collier counties. Her career included various positions including teacher, counselor,
middle school, high school and district administrator.
Upon retirement, Patty took a part-time position in the pro shop of one of the many golf courses in the area,
which soon turned into a full time position as a merchandising manager. Bitten by the golf bug, she has struggled
with its ups and downs ever since!
Bill and Patty met (in a golfing community) in Aiken, South Carolina and in 2009 married and moved to
Tennessee. They live in Tellico Village and love their three grown children and five grandchildren.
Submitted by Bill and Patty Prince
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PHILLIP MELANCHTHON AND KATHERINA LUTHER
Phillip Melanchthon died in Wittenberg on April 19,
1560. Looking back, it’s hard not to see the hand
of God in the lives of these two people. He had
inextricably woven their lives together from their
first meeting. From Luther’s Table Talk – “I worry a
lot about small and unimportant things, but I am
not bothered by important matters, I think like this:
‘That is too much for me, you can’t do anything
about it, so let it happen.’ Melanchthon is just the
opposite: the things that bother me do not affect
him, he is concerned with important matters of
state and religion. The only important things that
affect me are those that everyone encounters.
That is the difference between our make ups”.
They complimented each other, they challenged
each other and their opposite personalities wove a
beautiful partnership through their adult lives.
Luther the charging, braying bull, and Melanchthon the calming and conciliatory scholar, always
trying to minimize offense to opponents. In a visit
to the castle church, looking back from the altar,
the seating ends in the center of the building, and
there on your left is the concrete cover of Luther’s
grave, right under the pulpit, (many churches had
the pulpit constructed in the center of the building)
and on the right of the aisle, lies Phillip Melanchthon. Together through all time until the Lord
returns and summons them to him.
In 1552, Katharina fled from Wittenberg,
because a plague had broken out, and with
her children returned to Torgau, near the
site of the convent she had left years
before. Torgau, where Luther had preached
on numerous occasions, was the seat of the
Elector who had constructed a new
Lutheran Church there (seen at left), the
First Lutheran Church at the castle in 1544.
(The Torgau Castle Church today).
Note that the altar is supported by four
angels. During the trip Katharina fell from
the cart and never recovered. Phillip Melanchthon composed a summary of her life
in an obituary to her, and it is available for
view in the memorial museum in that town.
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JESUS, OUR SHEPHERD AND SAVIOR
Ash Wednesday, February 14, marks the beginning of the season of Lent. The next forty days are set aside
for special reflection on the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. This year, during our midweek
services, Pastor Mark Rhoads will provide a shepherd’s perspective on the passion story. Jesus is not only
the Good Shepherd, he is the best shepherd, laying down his life for his sheep and bringing salvation.
As with last Advent, Lenten midweek worship services will be offered in both the afternoon and evening.
Check church announcements and calendar for specific times.

LENT SERVICES
February 14th (Valentines Day) is Ash Wednesday, the first day of lent.
As during Advent, there will be an afternoon service at 2:00 PM. At 5:30 PM there will be a supper
followed at 6:30 PM by the church service.
Lenten Meal Schedule
Catered by Classicos ($8)
Sign up will be in CMC lobby.
February 14: Chicken and Dumplings with salad and corn bread
February 21: Pork chops, gravy, scalloped potatoes and veggie
February 28: Lasagna with side salad and garlic bread
March 7: Yankee Pot Roast with potatoes, carrots and onions plus bread
March 14: Corn beef with cabbage and potatoes
March 21: Roast Turkey with dressing, gravy and veggie

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF LENT
Lent is the fourth season of the Christian year. Its length is the 40 days preceding Easter Day, not
counting Sundays. This means Lent always begins on a Wednesday, known as Ash Wednesday.
Lent commemorates Jesus’ fast and temptation in the wilderness of Judea Province, which, according to the Gospel, lasted 40 days. Just as Jesus confronted his temptations during these 40 days, Lent helps
Christians focus on our most basic need as sinners: forgiveness.
The only way our Lord’s forgiving power can become effective in our lives is by our taking the initiative to confront our sins, confess them and repent of them. In short, Lent is a season of penitence.
Some Christians fast during Lent. This denial of bodily comforts can help encourage self-reflection
about the need for Jesus’ forgiveness.

ADOPT-A-STUDENT
YEAR END REPORT — Our six Seminarians have finished the Fall Semester, and are getting ready for
the Spring Term. Casey Kegley, his wife, and their son Boaz are expecting a baby sister in January. He has
finished his STM Degree and will be going to his pastoral assignment in April. Noah Kegley will finish his
last year at the Seminary and also will be taking his assignment in April. What a blessing our Adopt-aStudent support has been for them.
Nathan McCarty will finish his vicarage at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Jacksonville Beach, Florida and
will return to the Seminary for his 4th year. Jonathan Jahnke (one of the Laudamus Chorus) is still at the
Seminary, along with Chad Bolosan and Vernon Samsom.
Thank you to all those who have been supporting our Adopt-a-Students. Keep them in your prayers.
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LUTHERAN HOUR SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2018
In the 1920’s the idea of using Radio to share the Gospel was being discussed within the
Lutheran Laymen League; and on December 24, 1924 radio station KFUO was started on the
St. Louis Seminary, in one of the attics of a wing. Then on Oct 30 1930 the first Lutheran Hour
was broadcast coast-to-coast over CBS Radio Network. Within 2 months the program received
more correspondence than any other program on the air. By 1945 the Lutheran Hour was
heard by short-wave in places like Argentina, Australia, Bolivia, Guyana, China, the Philippians
and others.
Similar to the use of the printing press in the 1500’s when Martin Luther’s writings were best
sellers using the new printing press, he wrote in the language of the people who, when they
could not read, had someone read his message to them. He wrote pamphlets and hymns and
he created cartoons to attack and refute his adversaries. Cutting edge technology made it possible to reach a mass audience.
So today people can immediately access seemingly infinite information through the internet
on any topic, for good or ill. Powerful social media platforms direct users to concern for every
special interest group willing to state its opinions! Add to these the proliferation of mobile devices which put all this information at everyone’s fingertips at any time.
Lutheran Hour Ministries is working to emulate Martin’s success 500 years ago using the
God given technologies of today. This month of February is seeing the one year anniversary of
THRED, a ministry of Witnessing using emails, Facebook, Twitter, plus online bible studies
and this same Ministry is also spanning South America and is called vivenclar.net.
In the Middle East LHM has contracted with SAT-7 for television access to tens of millions
of viewers in 20 countries, plus LHM staff to share a message of hope via Facebook. These capabilities are in addition to the 51 countries in which The Lutheran Hour is broadcast in 31 languages.
New digital resources are being unveiled in Latvia on standa.lv, a website which provides
eight session courses in learning more about the Gospel.
Your generous support of this 100 year old ministry is needed to continue this work.
Envelopes have been placed in your mailbox, or you can designate a gift on your regular
giving envelope.
Listen to the Lutheran Hour locally on 97.5 FM on Sunday mornings at 7:00am, download or
stream it to your own chosen site via LHM.org. Daily devotions are also available and a great
way to start your day!
Submitted by Walter Roessler
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