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Tough Decisions  
 

  “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11 

      How do you make tough decisions?  We know we need to pray and seek answers in God’s Word, the 
Bible, but what if we don’t get a clear answer?  When we come to a fork in the road, is there always a 
right path and a wrong path, or could God be saying, “Either way is fine as long as I am with you and I 
am your motivation?” 

    Tough decisions are just that … tough.  Sometimes God makes it very clear which way to go.  Some-
times it is obvious that one direction is wrong because it clearly violates God’s will.  These situations can 
still be tough because we really want to go the wrong way, or the wrong way appears to be a whole lot 
easier than the right way. 

    Other times, it’s not so clear.  There are good points and bad points to each of our options.  One direc-
tion does not stand out above the others.  God seems to be silent.  Now what do you do? 

    Then there are those times when all of our options seem bad.  How do you determine the lesser of 
evils? 

    We should seek God’s will in ALL of our decisions, not just the tough ones.  Maybe that’s the key to 
making tough decisions.  It may not be about finding the “right answer.”  It may be more about the ongo-
ing relationship you have with God, by grace through faith, than it is about individual decisions: keeping 
God at the center of all of our decisions – big or small; acknowledging that God is in control and we are 
not; trusting that God has a plan for our life that includes his blessing along with bearing a cross; knowing 
that God made the toughest decision of all on our behalf by sending His Son to die on the cross for us. 

    We all have tough decisions to make in our lives. The good news is, we don’t have to make them 
alone, and we don’t have to bear the consequences on our own.  “What a friend we have in Jesus, all our 
sins and griefs to bear! What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer!”  (Joseph Scriven) 
   

Pastor Brian Truog 

Our Place 
God has continued to smile on the Our PLACE project as the interior of the building is completed 
with the exception of required door closures which are expected sometime before the end of Janu-
ary. Once received, Our PLACE can begin the process of obtaining their Certificate of Occupancy 
and continue with obtaining a state license. Exterior landscaping will begin the first week of Janu-
ary. A very experienced Executive Director and Activities Manager have been hired, and the pro-
cess for hiring the part time staff is well underway. An Initial volunteer orientation was held on 
January 25th and 26th from 10 am until 12pm. The application process for participants is expected 
to begin at the end of January. The ribbon cutting is planned for March 11th at 1 pm with the first 
day of operation scheduled for Monday, March 14th. Our PLACE is still looking for volunteers and 
operational funding. For more information go to their website at www.ourplacetn.org.  

http://www.ourplacetn.org
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Do You Know Your Bible? 
 

His father was a patriarch of the Bible.  He 
also had a famous brother.  He was the father 
of 12 sons and 1 daughter.  He grew up in the 
wilderness of Paran and gained fame as an 
archer.  He was a father of a Nomadic nation 
which lived in Northern Arabia.  Modern day 
Arabs claim descent from him. 
 
 

Answer:  Is 
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Life After Death 
I recently heard a message by Dr. Charles Stanley of In Touch Ministries on the subject of “Life After 
Death.”  The more I listened, I realized that this is a topic we might not think about very much although, as 
Christians, we should be thinking about it often and talking to other Christians about it.  Interestingly there 
will be more questions to make us think rather than statements of what we should do. Often one of the 
best ways to share our faith is to focus more on asking questions than preaching, especially early in a rela-
tionship. 

Paraphrasing Dr. Stanley’s words, this is the basis of his message: What will people say about you when 
you die?   What difference will it make that you lived?  How will you be remembered?  Will you leave be-
hind that which has lasting value?  When you die you will go to sleep with your influence and the examples 
you set, while living, living long after you are gone.   Death is not the end.  Hopefully we will live on 
through someone else. . . or through many such someone’s.  What kind of life will you leave?  What will 
your legacy be?  You are God’s creation and when your baptized Jesus lives within you, it gives you the 
power to do good works and influence others with your words and actions.  How you live will influence 
your legacy and what people will say about you. 

How do you remember your grandparents?  What did they teach you that you still remember.  My one 
grandfather loved to fish and even though he was extremely crippled with arthritis, he and his fishing bud-
dy always took me with them in grandpa’s fishing boat and tried to teach me about fishing.  To this day I 
remember his love for me.  Grandpa, with his arthritis, also made a fishing boat, before I was born, in his 
basement for my Mom and Dad’s wedding present.  Again I am remembering the love he gave others.  
My Grandma never had a car but would walk 5 or 6 blocks to and from church every Sunday in the sun, 
rain or snow, which taught me the love for God and the importance of worshipping at church.  She also 
always had the holiday meals at her and grandpa’s home which I remember as always being filled with 
love for the family.  My other Grandpa was quite old and would baby-sit me in the evenings when Mom 
and Dad went to choir practice.  Grandpa always had a huge sugar cookie for me when I went home.  
Again, I’m remembering his love.  When he died in 1955 I was given a funeral remembrance card with a 

picture of Jesus on it.  I have carried that card with me every day of my life since then.  Again, remember-
ing the love he gave and the love of Jesus that has been with me ever since. 

How do you remember your parents?  What did they teach you that you still remember?  My parents 
started with very little.  Dad worked on the assembly line at Pontiac Motors in Pontiac, MI and by going to 
night school, worked his way up to become a resident comptroller in Fisher Body.  I remember his hard 
work and how proud I was of him.  Mom was a supporting wife and mother always pushing for us to be 
our best and always active in the church.  Both Mom and Dad taught us about GOD, JESUS, prayer and 
what it meant to be a good Christian. 

How do you remember your spouse, if he or she has passed?  What did they teach you that you still re-
member?  There are many memories to note about my wife, Judy, but one in particular was that she 
loved to write.  She wrote all the time, diaries , letters, poems, and thoughts.  I have notebooks filled with 
her writings of the events and memories of our families’ life.  Her voice lives on for generations through 
these writings.  How do you remember your friends and neighbors and how will they remember you?  Dur-
ing very troubling times they have shown their love and support for me and my family, I hope I have 

(Continued on page 4) 
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shown that love for them. How great it would be to have brought someone to know Jesus as their Savior 
by inviting them to church. 

What will our children, grandchildren, family and friends remember about us?  What is our legacy?  Did 
they see us reading the Scriptures?  Did reading the Scriptures guide our life?  Did they see us pray?  Did 
we talk about how God has answered our prayers?  Did we take them to church?  Did they see us volun-
teering our time to the church or church organizations?  And did they know how we supported the 
church financially?  If we did, these memories will  live on long after we depart this life.  What will you 
leave as a LEGACY to the generations who will follow? our LIFE AFTER OUR DEATH can live on or we can 
fade away and be forgotten.  Which will it be?     

Jim Haselhuhn 

(Continued from page 3) 

"My Friend" 
 
My friend, I stand in judgment now 
And feel that you're to blame somehow. 
On earth I walked with you by day 
And never did you point the way. 
You knew the Lord in truth and glory 
But never did you tell the story. 
My knowledge then was very dim, 
You could have led me safe to Him. 
Though we lived together here on earth 
You never told me of the second birth. 
And now I stand this day condemned, 
Because you failed to mention Him, 
You taught me many things, that's true 
I called you friend and trusted you. 
But I learn now that it's too late 
And you could have kept me from this fate. 
We walked by day and talked by night 
And yet you showed me not the light. 
You let me live and love and die 
You knew I'd never live on high. 
Yes, I called you friend in life 
And trusted you through joy and strife. 
And yet on coming to this dreadful end 
I cannot now call you my friend. 
 
True Love is willing to risk it all. 
How about you? 
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LIFE SUNDAY AT CHRIST OUR SAVIOR 

FEBRUARY 13, 2022 
 

The Lutherans for Life team at Christ our Savior has asked our pastors to set aside   Sun-
day, February 13th, to center our worship with thanksgiving to God, the Creator, who not 
only gives life but cherishes each and every life He brings into being. 

Whether it is the precious life of an unborn, a newborn, an individual with a broken spirit, a human being 
trafficked for illicit gain, one who suffers from gender dysphoria, the lonely, the terminally ill or the aged, 
God values every single person and asks that we do the same. 

“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit.” (John 
15:16) God has chosen each one of us to be His message of hope to a hurting world. 

What might that look like? Here is a non-exhaustive starter list of ideas! 

FOR A PREGNANT WOMAN? Create a collection for a pregnancy care center: carry out a baby bottle 
campaign, diaper drive, or a layette collection. 

FOR SOMEONE WITH A DISABILITY: Offer to help an individual or family facing a newly         
diagnosed or ongoing disability by helping clean, by visiting, running errands or preparing a meal.  

FOR THOSE DEALING WITH SEXUAL IDENTITY: Affirm the God-given identity even as you  
affirm the struggle the individual is experiencing. 

FOR THOSE IN THE HUMAN TRAFFIC CHAIN: Get training on how to spot human trafficking 
from organizations like Hope for Justice. Pray for those in bondage. 

FOR THE ELDERLY: Visit, call, or write to an elderly person. Volunteer to help a retiree with       
cleaning, yard work, and general upkeep or rides to worship and appointments. 

FOR THE SUICIDAL: Celebrate the hope and healing we have in Christ. 

“Every human life, no matter the size, level of development, environment or degree of dependency, is in-
dispensable in fulfilling God's plans. " Lynette Auch, President, Lutherans for Life. 

+++++++++  

THE LUTHERANS FOR LIFE MOTTO: We are equipping Lutherans and their 
neighbors to be Gospel-motivated voices For Life. 

++++++++ 

You are welcome to join our monthly For Life meetings held on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 11 
a.m. in the CMC. (Linda Anderson for the Life Team: LJ Blinn, Irene Roberts, Judy Schoenherr, Kathy 
Wuethrick, Sue Roeder& Jeanette Hanson) 



Page 6 GOOD NEWS COURIER 

 



February 2022 Volume 22  Issue 2 Page 7 

 

Library Corner 
 

Katie Davis, an eighteen year old from Brentwood, TN went on a 
mission trip to Uganda during her winter break of her senior year of high 
school. She found herself so moved by the people of Uganda and the 
needs she saw that she knew her calling was to return and care for them. 
Kisses from Katie: A story of Relentless Love and Redemption  invites 
you to join her on the journey she took in 2008 when she fell in love 
with the people of Jinja, Uganda. She goes on to adopt 13 children, 
establish a ministry, Amazima, that feeds and sends hundreds more 
children to school and teaches them about Jesus. The work includes 
medical and vocational outreach, and a sponsorship/scholarship program 
aimed at supporting Ugandan families so that the children can be kept at 
home. The school and other services provided now operates as a 
Tennessee based, not-for-profit titled Amazima Ministries International. 

I was very moved by this inspirational book and amazing story of faith 
and courage. You can find out more about Katie Davis Majors online. 
She is 32 years old now, married and has 15 children. She is an author, 
blogger and speaker. You can also follow her on Facebook. Her second 
book, Daring to Hope: Finding God’s Goodness in the Broken and the 
Beautiful , will soon be available in our library.    

 

“Here‘s to books, the cheapest vacation you can buy.“ 



CHRIST OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
260 Wade Road West 
Loudon, TN 37774 
Office Phone:  (865) 458-9407 
Pastor Brian M. Truog 
Assoc. Pastor Mark R. Rhoads 
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