
Greetings in the name of our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus! 
 
  We are all wondering when we can get back to normal worship 

services again.  The elders and church council have met to 
discuss this.  We received feedback from members which indicate 
some are ready and eager to worship right now and others are 
still not ready for this kind of public contact.  We have also 
reviewed the Governor’s guidelines for churches reopening and 
the recommendations of our District and Synod.  When we do 
reopen for Sunday worship, it will not be the “normal” we are used 
to, at least for a while.  We want to do our best to offer 
opportunities to “worship, learn, and serve,” balanced with a 
desire to do what’s best for our members and for our community. 
 
Here are the Governor’s guidelines for churches: 
A phased approach to resuming in-person gatherings is recommended. 

Vulnerable populations (everyone 65 years and older, people with disabilities, 
people with serious respiratory or cardiovascular conditions, people who are 
immunocompromised, and others) and children’s activities/nursery programs 
should not gather in person until a later time. 

 Consider solutions to minimize close personal contact that may be part 
of your services, such as handshakes or sharing food and drink. 

 As the phased approach begins, limit the size of attendance in your 
sanctuary and other confined spaces to create seating arrangements 
that provide at least 6-foot distancing between families. It is 
recommended not to exceed 50% of maximum capacity of the room and 
should enable full compliance with CDC recommendations for social 
distancing and hygiene. 

 Wear face coverings. 
 Encourage members of the community to stay at home if they are 

symptomatic, have a fever, have been in close contact with someone 
who has tested positive, or have traveled internationally or to a domestic 
hot spot in the past two weeks. 

 If a member of the congregation has tested positive for COVID-19, 
consult CDC guidelines and local health department recommendations 
to determine whether in-person gatherings should cease immediately, 
the building should close for additional cleaning, or other protocol 
changes are required. 



  Having taken into consideration all of the above, we are 
planning on waiting to see what happens with the Phase 1 
removal of restrictions before having Sunday worship services.  
We will meet again on May 21

st
 to re-evaluate with a possible 

opening date of June 7
th
.   In the meantime, we are going to try 

what I am calling a “soft opening” to work out some of the logistics 
of how we conduct our worship services when we do reopen. 
 
Here’s what the soft opening consists of:  
  We tape our services for the website on Thursdays at 1:00 p.m.  

We are inviting congregation members who are interested to join 
us at these tapings to try out various aspects of our “new normal” 
when it comes to worship services.  We ask that, if you are willing 
to be a part of this experiment, you call the church office and let 
them know you are coming so we know how many people to plan 
for.  Masks will be required.  If you do not have your own, we will 
have some available along with hand sanitizer.  We will not have 
communion at this Thursday’s taping, but we may try that in the 
coming weeks.  We will practice social distancing in seating and 
ask that you don’t congregate in the lobby. Your feedback from 
these tapings will be valuable to us as we plan for our Sunday 
morning worship opportunities. 
 
  In the meantime, we will continue to have drive thru communion 

offered on Sunday morning from 9:00 – 11:00 a.m.  We have had 
positive feedback on this (although we know it is not the ideal way 
to commune together, it is giving us some sense of connection to 
the Body of Christ and with the blessed promise of this special gift 
God has given us).  The taped worship services will be available 
on our church website as they have been the past few weeks. 
 
 When we are able to worship together again, we realize not 

everyone will be ready to join us.  Many of us fall in the vulnerable 
category and should stay at home.  Anyone feeling sick or who 
has been exposed to covid-19 should stay at home.  We will 



continue to provide taped services on our website, and we will 
continue to offer drive thru communion at a designated time after 
we reopen for Sunday worship.  Time will tell how long this needs 
to continue. 
 
Whether remotely or in person, we want to stay in contact with 

you as best we can.  Please let us know your needs.  Also, please 
continue to find ways to stay in contact with other members, 
friends and neighbors and to help out where you can.  God is 
teaching us new ways to care for one another and encourage one 
another through this pandemic. 
 
 I am considering offering a remote Bible Study via Zoom.  

Please contact me if you are interested.  We appreciate your 
notes of encouragement and your suggestions, so keep those 
coming. 
 
Your Servants in Christ, 
 

Pastor Brian Truog 

 

Pastor Mark Rhoads 

Chuck Anderson, Chairman 

Butch Durham, Head Elder 


