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ADOPT- A – STUDENT 

 COS now supports 8 Seminarians: six at St. Louis and two at Fort Wayne.  We have helped 
twelve or more since we started!  Eight have been ordained and are serving churches. 
 

ALTAR GUILD 

 Participants:  Susan Anderson, Linda Anderson, Sandy Stricklett, Kristin Belding, Sally Svec, 
 L.J. Blinn, Shirley Truog, Shelia Uphoff, Diane Felgner, Linda Gruening, Edith Hanke, Pam Wilkes 
 Highlights:  New worship banners 
 
APPALACHIAN STRINGS 
 These are dulcimers, guitars, flute, auto harp and other stringed instrumentalists who are led by 
Elaine Deal, and play for our services 4-5 times a year. 
 Participants:  Joe and Elaine Deal, Pat and Karen McLarnan, Ben D’Ooge, Marilyn Kanwischer, 

Lori Pahls, Rhonda Lafary 

 Highlights:  Hymn Sing 

 
AUDIO/VISUAL TEAM 
 Participants:  Kenn and Judy Genge, Andrew Lee, Ted Stewart, Ron Uncapher, Carroll Banks, 
Shirley Hidy, Josh Rhoads, Jim Haselhuhn, Jim  and Tenyka Hensley, Pat and Karen McLarnan, Cindy 
Brittingham, Elaine and Joe Deal 
 
BEAUTIFICATION DAY 
 Elaine Deal schedules and leads a day of special attention to our garden beds. In 2019, focus was 
placed on the beds in front, between the CMC and sanctuary. 
 
BUDDY BREAK 
  Michele Rhoads led a team of volunteers in providing respite care for caregivers of children 
with special needs as part of Nathaniel’s Hope, a national organization. On the 2 nd Saturday of each 
month, from 10am-1pm, these volunteers played games, provided crafts and shared the love of Jesus 
with children from Loudon and Monroe Counties. They also provided fun activities for athletes during 
the Special Olympics. In 2019, we said goodbye to one family who moved out of the area and welcomed 
two new families. 
 
CARD MINISTRY (see full page report for 2019 at the end of this document) 
 Card Ministry met for the last time in 2019 on November 6th.  We made Christmas cards for our 
shut-ins, military, staff, and seminarians.  
 In 2018, Card Ministry sent 527 handmade cards for holidays, anniversaries, birthdays, sympathy 
and thinking of you.  One hundred eighty of those cards were mailed.  In 2019, 541 cards were made 
and 208 were sent by mail. 
  
CHANCEL CHOIR 
 The Chancel Choir has 23 very dedicated members who come to weekly rehearsals to lead the 
hymn singing, and offer a special piece at each Sunday service during the year, alternating between the 
early and late services; also, for any special/holiday services such as Advent, Christmas, Easter, Lent.  
And we have some soloists that also sing occasionally. Gene and Karla Ingle have graciously lent their 
talents as soloist and accompanist once a month.  We are thankful to have persons who pay the flute, 
the clarinet and the trumpet, also.   (CHANCEL CHOIR, continued next page)  



CHANCEL CHOIR, continued 
 Participants:  Frank and Susannah Barbian, Walt and Judy Roessler, Dave and Karla Roth, Mike 
and Kristin Belding, Keith Emerson, Larry Carsten, Bob Traum, Carl Noble, Sharron Fritts, Barbara Clarke, 
Nancy Jung, Teri Goldsmith, Rhonda LaFary, Darlene Green, Sandy Stricklet, Pat Braaksma, Jan 
Magnuson, Jeanette Hanson 
 
COLUMBARIUM  (see full page report at the end of this document) 
 
COMFORT DOG 
 Comfort Dog Jewel Philippians 2:3 completed her fifth year of serving the members of Christ Our 
Savior and the people of East Tennessee. This ministry owes its success to the tremendous support from 
our congregation and members of the community to whom Jewel has been a blessing.  Since the 
inception of the Comfort Dog Ministry in 2014, Susan and Mark Roeder, Joe Deal, and Judy and Steve 
Schoenherr have been certified handlers. Joining the team since that time are handlers Wayne and Katie 
Schnell, Marita and Kevin Kelly, Herb and Toni Hinsch, Karen Forsyth, and Lisa Blahnik.  
 Ministry partners Irene Schins, Edith Hanke, Sandy Stricklett, Pat Randall, and Elaine Deal, 
accompany handlers on outings to aid in connecting with those who are being visited. In addition, Sandy 
is the voice of Jewel on Facebook and Elaine handles Jewel’s bulletin board at church. 
 On a weekly basis, Jewel visited Morning Pointe and the Lantern in Lenoir City, River Grove in 
Loudon, NHC in Farragut, and the Neighborhood in Tellico Village. She was a regular at Prestige Assisted 
Living in Loudon until it closed in the fall.  Jewel was a regular at Steekee Elementary School interacting 
with children in a counseling setting and also regular visits to each classroom.  She also had planned 
outings to Lenoir City High School.  As Kare-9 Jewel, she was a regular at the Veteran’s Center and Clinic 
in Knoxville. She also interacted with Veterans who had returned to school at Maryville College, 
Pellissippi State College, and the University of Tennessee.  
 In January of 2019, Jewel became triple-vested being able to serve in the LCC K-9 Policy Ministry 
with Marita Kelly. She attended a funeral in NC for a military veteran, the 911 Memorial Walk in 
Knoxville, and a Yellow Ribbon Event in Nashville for military families. As happens every year, a number 
of friends Jewel visited on a weekly basis were called home to be with the Lord. Many of these saints 
were true blessings to the handlers who had befriended them.  Again this year, it was an honor to 
represent Christ Our Savior in East Tennessee. 
 
COUNTERS 
 Participants:  Lee and Diane Felgner, Ted and Joanne Stewart, Jon Randall, Don and Kathy 
Wuethrick, Chuck and Linda Anderson, Don and Kathy Schult, Sandy Neale, Jim and Peg Purdue, Tina 
Bielke 
 
ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE (see full report at the end of this document) 
 
FELLOWSHIP TEAM 
 Where else can you plan fun activities, serve food and praise God all at the same time? 
We try to enhance a warm and loving relationship with our congregation through coffee on Sunday 
morning, ice cream social and games, Lenten and Advent Dinners, Easter breakfast, church picnic, 
kitchen clean up, various road trips, Tennessee Theater Cumberland Playhouse Corn Maze 
 Participants:  Sue Roeder, Doris Miller, Karen Meininger, Joyce Von Stempa, Judy Jutze 
 

 
 



FISHERMAN’S FLEA MARKET 
 On February 16, 2019 Christ Our Savior Lutheran church held a fisherman's flea market to 
provide an opportunity for area fishermen with unused fishing tackle and those looking to outfit 
themselves or their children for the upcoming fishing season to get together.  Admission, vendor table 
space, and snacks were free.  We had 23 "vendors" and about 180 people during the 4 hours we were 
open.  Most vendors said that their day was very productive and requested that we do this again next 
year and invite them back.  We had a good number of families attending and the vendors seemed to 
enjoy "dickering" with the youngsters and gave them very good deals.  We had lots of positive feedback 
from our guests.  We provided free coffee and snacks and included church brochures and flyers for 
upcoming events on our "freebies" table.  Our guests included some members of a local high school bass 
fishing team.  We took up a free will offering a as a fundraiser to benefit a local high school bass fishing 
team and collected $250.  
 

FRIENDSHIP KITCHEN 
 We have served Friendship Kitchen 3 times since beginning and each time we have served the 
same menu of lasagna, salad, bread sticks and cookies.  We are averaging about 75 people to serve each 
meal for a cost of about $200.00 including clam shells for serving. 
 When we met with the Friendship Kitchen leadership in July we were added to the schedule 
each month for next year.  We will be serving every third Monday of the month.  We have had 
donations of coolers as well as cookies.  We have also had a donation of funds to purchase additional 
coolers for routes which need more than one cooler.  Routes are set up by Friendship Kitchen leadership 
and sent to us each time we deliver.  Additions can be added by contacting the coordinator.  Currently 
our biggest need is for permanent and substitute drivers for delivery.  Delivery takes about 30 to 45 
minutes.  It can be a very rewarding experience as the people are very grateful. 
 

GOSPEL CONCERTS 

 We hosted two Gospel concerts in 2019.  In March the Old Paths returned after leaving the road 

for several years.  128 tickets were sold for the concert.  In October we had the Tribute Quartet back 

after a successful concert in 2018.  152 tickets were sold for this concert versus the 132 sold at last 

year’s concert.  We look forward to hosting concerts in 2020. 
 

HEALTH INITIATIVE TEAM 

2019 Calendar of activities:  

 February 6th - Audiology presentation 

 March-April - Weight Loss Challenge (2 months) 

     Walk Across Tennessee (2 months) 

 March 15th -Proton Therapy tour 

 May 22nd - Ft. Loudoun Medical Center: Stroke seminar and lunch 

 July 17th - Stop the Bleed seminar sponsored by Loudon/Monroe County 

 Sept. 26th - Ft. Loudoun Medical Center:  Hospice and Palliative Care seminar 

 Participants:  Linda Anderson, Kathy Wuethrick, Cindy Brittingham, Kevin Fusco 

 

HEAVEN SCENT (see full report at the end of this document) 

 

HEAVENLY HELPERS Judy Genge secures volunteers to provide rides for our members to doctors 

appointments, trips to stores and church when needed. 



INTERCESSORY PRAYER TEAM 

 Participants:  Kristin Belding, Sue Beltz, Phyllis Bierman, Butch and Carol Durham, Helen Gibson, 

Edith Hanke, Jeanette Hanson, Jim Hensley, Pastor Mark Rhoads, Irene Roberts, Judith Schmid-

Bielenberg; Sandy Stechmesser, Maryanne Whitlaw 

 

JOYOUS SOUNDS 

 This group was formed last January to play at the blended service.  It has grown from 3-4 

persons to now six: two singers, three guitarists, one percussionist and one keyboardist.  We are capably 

led by Carl Noble, who encourages us and enables us to do things very new to some of us, as we grow in 

our abilities and confidence. 

 Participants:  Carl Noble, Pat McClarnan, Mike Gilmore, Joe Deal, Rhonda LaFary, Jan Magnuson, 

Judith Bailey 

 

JUBILATE CHIME CHOIR 

 The goal of the chime choir is to play once a month and for some special services. We are a very 

capable group and love to be together making music for our Lord’s family.  

 Participants:  Marilyn Kanwischer, Kristin Belding, Elaine Deal, Sandy Neale,  Linda Anderson, 

Cathy Stark, Irene Roberts, Karen McElyea, Karen McLarnen, Joan Kolpa, Pat Goulet, Sara Atkins 

 
KISIMA ACADEMY 
 Gerda Fink provided opportunities for our members to sponsor children and/or teachers at this 
academy in Africa, or simply provide financial support. She also gave regular updates through e-mail and 
newsletter announcements. 
 
 

• 59 orphans and 200 community students at Kisima Academy 

• 55 orphans supported in boarding high schools 

• 15 high school graduates starting universities and polytechnics 

• 20 orphans and 3 teachers sponsored by COS members 

• 11 classrooms 
     Computer classroom/library nearly finished 
     Satellite wifi 
     Girls’ and boys’ dorms 
     Dining hall 
     Bore hole well 
     Cows, chickens, rabbits 
     4 acres of maize and beans 
     Vegetable gardens, greenhouse, fruit trees 
 

 

LAWN MAINTENANCE 

 Kenn Genge schedules five teams of two individuals on a rotating basis. They regularly keep our 

grass cut using several zero turn mowers. In 2019, special focus was given to the hill behind the back 

parking lot. 

 



LIBRARY 

 In 2019, the COS Library made several significant improvements.  After much discussion about 

the lack of space in our library, we put book shelves in room 104 and moved much of our nonfiction 

books to this “annex”.  Later in the year we decided to purge our shelves, removing books that were 

dated and/or not being checked out.  This allowed us to move books and resources into the main library 

room.   

 Speaking of resources, we expanded our magazine section by purchasing a magazine rack and 

posting it outside the library for easier access. 

 We continue to seek out new books and resources of interest to our members and will be 

looking at providing children’s back packs for those times when grandchildren visit. 

 

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 

 Lutherans For Life is a new team for Christ Our Savior. We are a Gospel motivated group of 

members that will communicate and share the abundant love of Christ in life issues within our church 

family and community. 

 Our mission is to equip all Lutherans to be Gospel-motivated voices For Life. We will mirror the 

LCMS Lutherans For Life organization through educating ourselves and others to speak the truth of life 

by applying the Good News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all life issues from cradle to grave.  

 Our prayer is that together we can stand for "the value and dignity of all human life from the 

youngest to the oldest, the preborn to the elderly, and the weakest to the strongest."  We invite you 

to join us to develop and carry out our mission to Bring Good News To Life.  We meet quarterly as a 

group and more often as events or activities dictate. 

LWML BIBLE STUDY 
 Participants take turns hosting this weekly Bible study group which meets every Tuesday at 1:30 

p.m.  Lessons are received by LWML quarterly.  There are approximately twenty participants with an 

average of twelve per weekly study. 

 

MATS FOR HOMELESS 

 Marti Ellerman led a team of five volunteers. They “knitted” plastic bags into sleeping mats and 

large tote bags and delivered them to Good Shepherd in Monroe County. 

 

PRAYER CHAIN 

 Participants:  Sandy Stricklett, Joy Weber, Sue Beltz, Judy Anderson, Eunice Smith, Barbara 

Carsten, Sue Emerson, Carol Durham, Sue Gentry, Carole Hermann, Cathy Stark 

 

 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

 Prayer shawls are made by dedicated members and friends of Christ Our Savior Lutheran 

Church.  They are given to people experiencing grief following the death of loved ones, difficult medical 

conditions, or needing encouragement in their life.  (PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY, continued next page) 

 



PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY, continued  

Recipients include both members and friends/relatives of members.  Some prayer shawls were delivered 

personally.  Others were mailed.  One was even sent to a United States senator. 

 There are 609 prayer shawls distributed to date.  The ladies have spent approximately 11,000 

hours in prayer knitting and crocheting them.   

 2019 total expenditures  $270.83 

 Prayer shawls made (2019)           24 

 Prayer shawls sent (2019)           29 

 Participants:  Gail Hicks: ministry manager, Karen Forsyth, Karen Hillenbrand, Judy Jutze, Becky 

Lindahl, Sandy Stechmesser, Ruthann Webb, Kathy Wuethrick, Rosemarie Elmgreen, Charlene LaRosse, 

Karen McElyea, Marlene Akulic  

 

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READERS 

 Participants:  Chuck Anderson, Frank and Susannah Barbian, Butch Durham, Keith Emerson, 

Edith Hanke, Charlene LaRosse, Kathleen McCullen, Karen Meininger, Hope Mellis, Mark Roeder, Walt 

Roessler, Judith Schmid-Bielenberg, Judy Schoenherr, Sandy Stricklett, Jim Uphoff  ( reader coordinator:  

Richard Stark) 

 

STEPHEN MINISTERS 

 Participants: Edith Henke, Kathy Wuethrick, Kristin Belding, Judy Roessler, Duane Misener, Mark 

and Sue Roeder, Sandy Neale, Pastor Truog 

 

TOP FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS (see full report at the end of this document) 

 

USHERS 

 Participants:  Bill Pritchard, Cliff and Lynn Hyman, Dennis Tiernan, Don Ellerman, Don Guldan, 

Don Sundquist, Duane Misener, Gary Gross, Herb and Edith Hanke, Herb West, Jim Purdue, Jim Hensley, 

Jim Uphoff, Lee Felgner, Mike Poff, Steve Schoenherr, Ted Stewart, Wally Reeder 

 
 
VETERANS’ BREAKFAST 
 On May 25, 2019 Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church hosted 92 local veterans, including vets 
from WWII, Korea, Vietnam Nam, and all 5 uniformed services for a pancake, sausage, bacon, and 
scrambled egg breakfast.  The program included a color guard to post the colors, pledge of allegiance, 
presentation of memento pins to veterans, a guest speaker (Pastor Truog), and singing patriotic 
music.  Sixteen volunteers did setup, decoration, food prep, audio-visual, and cleanup tasks. About half 
of the  
vets participating were from outside our church. 
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