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PATHS

Below we highlight some special events and encounters this last month.
"Always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason
for the hope that is in you" (1 Peter 3:15 ESV). Quick to smile and always
engaging with co-workers, visitors, and guests, Ms Liao (Lee-ao) is the human
resource director at our partner school in Chiayi, Taiwan. Though being around
Christians for decades, she holds fast to the traditional religion that permeates
much of Taiwanese culture. Earlier this month while in Taiwan, Matt learned of the
death of Ms Liao's brother-in-law, having the chance to visit with her the day of
the funeral. For the first time in over 14 years of knowing her, tears burst forth
from her sad eyes that saw afresh the inevitable result of our humanity. It was an
open window to once again share our faith with this long-time friend, focusing on
the peace and hope that we as Christians are gifted through the Spirit.

"...bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord" (Ephesians
6:4 ESV) are God's words through Paul about children. Instruction takes
place at home, school, and church, including Sunday School at our local
congregation of International Lutheran Church. Earlier this month, we
hosted a Family Fun Day at our home, inviting our students and their
parents to enjoy a lovely afternoon of games, food, and fellowship.

"Well done, good and faithful servant" (Matthew 25:21 ESV). In June, we highlighted the
ministry of Mr. Kim, a North Korean man who escaped to South Korea in 1950 and faithfully
served at ILC for over 50 years. The congregation celebrated his commitment to the church
and to thousands of people over the decades during a retirement celebration earlier this
month. Mr. Kim made the decision to retire after recent health matters proved difficult to
overcome. Pictured here is Mr. Kim stepping out the door on the last day of his official service.

"But let all who take refuge in you rejoice; let them
ever sing for joy, and spread your protection over
them, that those who love your name may exult in
you" (Psalm 5:11 ESV). At 9:21 a.m. on 9/21, the
entire island of Taiwan executed an emergency drill
that served a couple of purposes. For one, it
commemorates a major earthquake that struck on
that date in 1999, shaking the nation's midsection
with a 7+ magnitude quake, destroying tens of
thousands of buildings and claiming over 2,000
lives. Secondly, it served to improve emergency
preparedness. Students to the left exit their
building in silence with book bags propped over
their heads to serve as makeshift head protection.
Such an activity seemed even more relevant in light
of recent
natural disasters challenging certain
regions and major cities around the world.

"Give thanks to God in heaven, for His love endures
forever" (Psalm 136:2 ESV). We are thankful to welcome
a new missionary teacher, Joanna, who will serve with the
team in Taiwan as a high school teacher of Bible and
English. Each day the 2,000 plus students hear about the
saving grace of Jesus Christ in the classroom and through
missionary/teacher-led activities during the week. Join us
as we give God the glory for calling Joanna and other
Team Taiwan members and as we pray that God may
continue to work through His Word amongst those who
haven't confessed a saving faith in Christ.

Dear friends, without your partnership and support, we would not be able to continue serving here.
For that, we are very grateful and hope that this, and our other communications, convey our
gratitude in a faithful manner. Thank you for your consideration and concern shown through the
ways you choose to partner with us.
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