
 

THE “GOOD NEWS” COURIER 
October 2020 

Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church 

Flu Shots 
 

  With all of the concern about getting a vaccine for COVID 19 the regular flu season seems 
to be taking a back seat, but it’s that time of year!  It’s time to get infected with a disease so that 
your body can learn to fight it off.  The whole concept of putting a disease into your body in    
order to protect yourself from that disease is a bit confusing, but that’s how a vaccine works. 

  That’s also how our salvation works, but we needed someone to step in and take the       
vaccine for us.  Sin had totally destroyed our immune system.  We could not protect ourselves 
from sin-sickness, even if we wanted to.  Jesus, God’s Son, took our sin on Himself so that we 
could receive immunity.   God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:21 

   You might choose not to get a flu shot or a COVID immunization, but please do not miss 
out on the immunization from sin that God offers you through faith in His Son, Jesus.  Through 
His sacrifice we can become “the righteousness of God,” and do the good works God has        
prepared in advance for us rather than living our lives in sin-sickness.  For we are God's      
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us 
to do. Ephesians 2:10 

   This concept of immunization from sin through Christ could also be called “reformation.”  
As we get ready to celebrate The Reformation at the end of October, I want to share with you 
part of last year’s newsletter article: 

     It is important for us to remember the Reformation that took place in the 1500s, but let’s 
not forget God’s reforming work that takes place every day in our lives.  God “reforms” us as we 
daily confess our sins and are assured of forgiveness through the merits and righteousness of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  God “reforms” us as we daily remember our baptismal identity as 
a child of God by grace through faith.  God “reforms” us when we receive the very body and 
blood of Christ in, with, and under the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper.  God “reforms” us 
as we daily study His Word and pray for reformation of our hearts and minds. God “reforms” us 
as we intentionally go through a process of examination of our lives through the lens of God’s 
Holy Word.  

   So, I wish you a happy Reformation!  Not just on October 31st, but every day as you live 
out the new life you have by grace through faith in your Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you 
may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.  Romans 12:2 

  Here’s to staying healthy! 

  Pastor Brian Truog 
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I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church 
Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod 

260 Wade Road West, Loudon, TN 37774 

Office Phone:  (865) 458-9407   Office Fax:  (865) 458-8531 

E-mail:  Christrs@bellsouth.net 

REV. Brian Truog, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Mark R. Rhoads, Pastor 

 Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 

Traditional Service   8:30 A.M. 

Blended Service    11:00 A.M. 

Adult Bible Class/Sunday School 10:00 A.M. 

A Place to Worship, to Learn, to Serve. 
A Stephen Ministry Congregation 

www.coslctn.org 

 

 

The Protestant Reformation 
 

Protestants recall the Reformation on   October 31. 
On that day in 1517 Martin Luther posted his 95 
Theses on a church door in Wittenberg, Germany.  
Ultimately, the following five statements of belief 
became central to Protestant Christians. 
1. Scripture alone is the final authority of       
Christian doctrine. 
2. Christ alone is Lord and Savior. 
3. God’s freely given grace is central to salvation. 
4. Sinners are justified by faith in Christ alone. 
5. God alone is worthy of all the glory. 
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GETTING TO KNOW YOUR CHURCH FAMILY 
MEET DAVE AND EVELYN DINKGRAVE 

Dave and Evelyn became members 

of Christ Our Savior in the fall of 
2019. They both grew up in the       

Detroit, Michigan area and met while 
attending college: Dave at Michigan 
State and Evelyn at Central Michigan. 

They have lived in many different  
places in the US and also spent one 
year in Germany. Prior to moving to 

Tellico Village, they lived in Cincinnati 
for twenty-two years. They have lived 

in Tellico Village for the last six years. 

Dave worked in the corrugated box 
industry for Owens, Illinois. He enjoys 

golfing, fishing, and reading. He reads 
several newspapers every morning and 

then regularly goes to the library 
around 9:00 am to read the Wall 
Street Journal. He enjoys pro football 

and is a Buffalo Bills fan. For 15 years 
he was a member of a competitive BBQ Team (The Crispy Critters) out of Memphis 
that won some awards. Since moving to TV, he has worked at the Tanasi Golf Course 

and has mowed the grass at COS.  

Evelyn was in education and worked as a substitute teacher. She enjoys reading, 

gardening, golfing, basket weaving, and hiking. She weeds two greens on the Toqua 
Golf Course and has been a member of the TV Garden Club. She is also a member of 
the Lady Linksters and the Walk & Talk Group. She loves going to the beach and do-

ing outdoor activities. She is also a big Cincinnati Reds fan. For COS she has done 
landscaping, participated in Heaven Scent and Friendship Kitchen, and has been a 

member of the Women’s Bible Study Group. 

Dave and Evelyn have a close family. They have two living children: a son in Maine 
and a daughter in Minneapolis. They are also remarkably close to their siblings and 

have huge family gatherings/reunions; often camping and canoeing. They have also 
gone many times to the Indianapolis 500 with the extended family. Dave and Evelyn 
will celebrate their 50th anniversary next year. They will probably have celebrations 

back in Michigan as well as TV. 

Christ Our Savior is extremely fortunate to have Dave and Evelyn as members. 

They are contributing so much to our church family. Please try and get to know this 

interesting couple. 

 

Submitted by Jim Magnuson 
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CONGREGATION NEWS 
 

Planning the Future of Our Church   
Christ Our Savior needs you to be involved.  Our congregation has invited a team of District leaders 

led by President Roger Paavola to spend a day and a half with us on October 16 and 17.  These leaders will 
facilitate a ministry called COMPASS.  This ministry will provide us an opportunity to look at, evaluate, 
and plan for the ministry of our congregation for years to come. 

In preparation for COMPASS, our leaders have completed a congregational assessment.  The next step 
is to meet not only with leadership, but with committees, organizations, and ministries of the church.  That 
means members and many of you.  NOTE:  All virus safety precautions will be taken. 

You will be receiving additional information, including how we need you to be involved. We will also 
be asking for help with tasks associated with the visit.  In the meantime, mark the dates on your calendar 
and be prepared to help. 

 

Personnel Committee Is Working On Election Candidates 
Later this year the Voters’ Assembly will meet to adopt a budget and to elect officers for 2021-22.  Of-

fices that are scheduled for election this year are President, Treasurer, and Head Elder.  Jim Magnuson has 
been working with Bob Traum as assistant to the treasurer for the past year and has agreed to serve as 
Treasurer for the next two years.  Chuck Anderson has agreed to serve a second term as President, if elect-

ed.  The Head Elder candidate will come from the current group of Elders.  Additional candidates are al-

ways welcome for election consideration as well as for other positions that are available in the con-

gregation.  Let the office or church council know of your interest and/or recommendations. 

Our Church Sign 
  “A Word of Thanks, a Recommendation, and a Challenge” 

Thanks to the Task Force that worked hard evaluating options to repair or replace our “failing” church sign.  
Members of the Task Force:  Carl Hillenbrand, Kari Fisher Gibson, Bob Traum, Chuck Anderson, Pastor Truog 
and Pastor Rhoads.  A complete report of the Task Force will be given when the Voters’ Assembly meets in 
December asking for a decision to take action. 

A Recommendation of the Task Force was made to the Finance Committee and to the Church Council 
recommending that we seek the Voters’ approval to replace the entire electronics of our sign at a cost not to 
exceed $45,000.  The Finance Committee and the Church Council supported the recommendation with funding 
to come from a “special financial appeal” to the membership, supplemented with funds from our CAPEX fund 
(capital expenditure fund).   

Challenge:  In the meantime, an unsolicited pledge of $5,000 was received from a Christ Our Savior member 
towards the sign.  The Church Council decided to make a challenge appeal (in advance of the December 
meeting) to the congregation for gifts and pledges toward the $45,000 goal in order to gauge support of the 
project.  This appeal will begin October 1st and run through December 1st.  The decision whether to proceed 
will be made at the December Voters’ Meeting based on the information presented by the Sign Task 
Force and a recommended funding plan.  If the voters decline to approve the project, gifts that were made 
will be returned or re-directed according to the wishes of the donor. 

I have a prayer card in my Bible that lists a series of prayers that one might pray as we prepare to worship at 
church.  There are prayers for the Pastors and worship leaders, for members present, for safety, attentive minds 
and receptive hearts, for offerings, and finally with thoughts of the church’s sign.  “Come Holy Spirit, attract 
seekers who need to hear the Word to be in Church.”  We use our church sign to help accomplish that.  
Whatever we decide, let us all work to that same purpose.  In the meantime, let’s pray about it. 

Chuck Anderson, Council President 
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LUTHERANS FOR LIFE Q AND A:  
How do we judge the worth of human life? 

Ventilators, feeding tubes, hydration, right to life, death with dignity, advanced directives, living will, du-

rable power of attorney, quality of life, euthanasia, vegetative state, assisted suicide….What does each 

mean? What is right for me at life’s end? 

Each of these terms related to living or dying has the ability to confuse our emotions or pang our con-

science.  Isn’t it MY body?  Don’t I have the right to choose how and when I die? Are medically assisted 

nutrition and hydration forms of ‘treatment’ or ‘care’?  These are not easy questions with which to grap-

ple.   

Your Christ Our Savior Health Initiative Team with the support of the Lutherans for Life team, will offer 

a seminar later this fall, hosting a lawyer who will address terminology and concepts related to Tennessee 

law regarding living wills and durable power of attorney for health care.  

Have you clarified in your mind which measures or procedures ‘cause death’ or ‘preserve life’?  Are you 

firm in your faith that God is the Author of Life and that life itself is His gift to be cherished until He 

Himself recalls it?  Do you see the caregiver’s role for the infirmed and dying as one who provides merci-

ful and compassionate care?  Are you prepared to make decisions regarding a loved one’s life or death?  

When ambiguities at life’s end confuse us, we know we can rely on and be comforted by our Great Physi-

cian who conquered death once and for all through the death and resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christ.  

Check your heart, be informed, and above all, trust God in your decisions.  He is always in control.  See 

how your decisions can give Him the glory through your words and actions.  Some reading resources on 

care at life’s end: 

 www.patientrightscouncil.org>sitemap 

 www.nrlc.org (National Right to Life) 

 www.christianliferesources.com 

 www.agingwithdignity.org (Five Wishes) 
 

PLEASE WATCH FOR DETAILS COMING SOON REGARDING THIS SEMINAR. 

(Linda Anderson, Health Initiative Team and Lutherans for Life)   

Election Day 2020 
Our church would like to encourage all registered voters to exercise their right to vote in the November 

3rd Election, as well as for all eligible elections.  In regard to the November 3rd Election, keep in mind the 
following: 

 October 5th :  Last date to register to vote 

 October 27th :  Deadline to request an absentee ballot 

You can find detailed information at the TN Secretary of State website:  sos.tn.gov  

Another website you might find helpful is turbovote.org  You can register for election updates, regis-
ter to vote, update a registration, or apply for an absentee ballot. 

NOTE:  If any congregation member needs assistance getting to your Polling Place on Election Day, 

contact the church office.  We will make every effort to assist you. 

http://www.patientrightscouncil.org
http://www.nrlc.org
http://www.christianliferesources.com
http://www.agingwithdignity.org
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PAUL’S LETTERS 
I have just completed reading Paul’s 13 letters and would like to share some of my thoughts with you. 
Although I have read them previously, this is the first time I’ve studied them as a group from Timothy to 
Romans.  

Paul’s mission lasted 19 years, from 47 to 66 AD and involved three trips over land and water, including 
his final journey from Caesarea to Rome.  

Before we begin this dive into Paul’s letters, we need to read the Book of Acts to understand who he was. 
Acts is where we meet Saul for the first time. And who was he? 

Saul was a Jew from the tribe of Benjamin, born on the island of Tarsus which was a Roman colony at 
the time. He was a Roman citizen, a rabbi, a Pharisee and it was his mission to destroy Christianity.  

It is in Acts 8:1 where we first meet Saul. You know the story of his conversion (Acts 9:1) and the begin-
ning of his witnessing for Christ.  

Paul’s five rolls were: 

He is a herald. 
He is a witness. 
He is an envoy.  
He is a teacher.  
He was an Apostle to the Gentiles. 

Luke joined Paul on his second journey in a place called Troas, the year was 48 AD and I believe he 
stayed with Paul until the end. How else could he write with such detail in the books of ACTS? 

I have arranged Paul’s letters starting with 1st Thessalonians and ending this study with Romans, which 
was written around 56 AD or 57 AD. 

Please join me in reading Paul’s Book of the month club.  

There are maps available if you Google Paul’s Journeys that will show you the location of each city Paul 

visited on his three trips. Plus there are maps that outlines Paul’s trip to Rome. 

NOTE: Information is available on-line from CPH Faith Courses, “A Daily Walk Through Paul’s       
Missionary Journeys.” 

https://cphfaithcourses.com/ 

This course is five days a week for 6 weeks. Each lesson is approximately 6 minutes each day.  

 Don Whiteman 

   Paul’s Letters 
 

Group One  

1) 1Thessalonians from Corinth AD 50 

2) 2 Thessalonians from Corinth AD 51 

Group Two 

3) 1 Corinthians from Ephesus AD 56 

4) 2 Corinthians from Ephesus AD 56 

5) Galatians from Corinth AD 56 

 

 

 

 

Group Three 

6) Colossians from Rome AD 61 

7) Ephesians from Rome AD 67 

8) Philemon from Rome AD 61 

9) Philippians from Rome AD 62 

Group Four  

10) Timothy from Macedonia AD 64/65 

11) Titus from Macedonia AD 61 

12) Timothy from Rome AD 66 

https://cphfaithcourses.com/
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1 Thessalonians 
The year is AD 50 and Paul is in Corinth with Luke, Timothy, and Silas. They depart from Philippi 
and pass through Amphipods and Apollonian before they reach Thessalonica. 

Paul had been in Thessalonica only three weeks when once again he had to flee from the Jews. They 
were enraged and raised so much trouble that Paul had been smuggled out. 

Paul made such an impression on this place in just three weeks. Christianity was planted so deeply 
that it could never again be uprooted. 

Thessalonica was a test case because of his short time there. Paul wanted to know how things turned 
out so he sent Timothy back to gather information. And there was good news. They were standing fast 
in their faith.  

As I studied this letter, I began to see Paul in a new light; how he was able sell Christianity in only 
three weeks. 

I learned a long time ago in sales you must have three things: 

First, you must believe in your product. Second, you must be able to convey your belief with enthusi-
asm to others and third, you need to be a good teacher so your words are imbedded in your students. 

Paul was all these things and more. You begin to feel it as you read this letter along with the joy that 
Paul is feeling about this Church. 

But in the next letter, 2 Thessalonians, we will see that problems have risen within the church. 
 

2 Thessalonians  
The year is AD 50 or 51 and Paul is still in Corinth with Luke, Timothy, and Silas.  

A message sent to Paul from the Thessalonians. They are full of self–doubt. They were afraid of 
losing their faith and they did not think it was strong enough to stand the test of time.  

One of the problems they were having was they expected the second coming at any time. They 
stopped working and were selling all their provisions. Paul doesn’t criticize them but gives them 
comfort and support. In the second chapter he explains to them about the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

A phrase for me that stands out: 

“SO THEN BROTHERS AND SISTERS, STAND FIRM AND HOLD FAST TO THE TEACHING 
WE PASSED ON TO YOU, WHETHER BY WORD OF MOUTH OR BY LETTER.” 

He ends by saying, “Keep away from wicked people, be faithful to the Lord. Follow my way, stay 
busy. The one who is unwilling to work shall not eat.” 

What I took from this letter was it’s better to comfort someone who has gone off the track and guide 
them back than to criticize them. When leading someone to Christ, as in sales with a new customer, 
once you sold them, it was only the beginning. You need to follow up with visits, phone calls and 
letters. This would bond a new relationship. It’s easier to keep a customer than try to win him back.  
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Adopt-A-Student 
Dear Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church of Loudon,   

This is Caleb Worral -- now "Vicar Caleb" -- reaching out to thank you again for supporting me 
and to  update you on the journey you are providing for.  

 I am no longer in St. Louis, MO at school. Now I am continuing my training as a vicar at St. 
John Lutheran Church in Dublin, OH. My wife and I traveled out here earlier than many vicarages 
(many begin August 1st) and started early July because we have our first child on the way. It is July 
20th as I write this letter, and the due date is August 2nd! As you can imagine, we have been assem-
bling the crib, buying lots of baby items, getting everything situated, making food and freezing it. 
Just a week ago, I made sure I knew exactly where the hospital is, so I can get Hannah there on 
time.   

On top of this, we moved to Dublin, OH. It is a beautiful place to live. The congregation we 
have been placed in is a wonderful blessing. The supervisor I work under is both wise and caring. I 
have already learned so much, and this is only the beginning of week three! Already I have had the 
opportunity to call  members, to meet them face to face, to operate in a team ministry setting, to at-
tend elders and  executive council and staff meetings, to begin preparations for a Bible study on Ex-
odus, to help out with  the liturgy, and to preach my first sermon with no notes, no manuscript or 
anything. Preaching like this  was a frightening experience, but I am grateful I had the support and 
encouragement to make it through  it and am learning this challenging skill. I will gain much experi-
ence in preaching and teaching here and  am grateful for it. What a gift it is to be supported by you.   

As you can well imagine, even without consideration of the protests and the virus, this has been 
a time  of much transition for us. Please keep us in your prayers, especially praying for a safe deliv-
ery of the  baby and wisdom as we become parents and also for my vicarage year, that it might be a 
bountiful  harvest of formation. Thank you so much for your support!  

 I have added the following paragraph to what was a letter I had intended to send out to you at 
the end  of July. Can you guess what happened that caused me some delay? Well, yes, vicarage du-
ties picked up  and yes, lots of family came to visit, but why would they be visiting? And why have 
we had people  visiting every week for the past four weeks? Well, you may have guessed it. Rosalyn 
Grace Worral was  born on July 30th. She may be just over a month old by the time you hear from 
us. So we'll ask you to  adjust your prayers for thanksgiving for her safe delivery and for her bap-
tism on August 16th.   

Lastly, here is some encouragement to you as you may be experiencing great transitions due to 
the virus  or anything else. Always remember, while earthly nations crumble against the winds of 
time, Christ's  rule and victory is forever. No enemy can remove what God has formed. Not even the 
devil can stand  before Christ. All others tremble and shake, but Christ is your firm Rock, your ever-
lasting foundation,  your chief cornerstone. God has built you upon this, his strongest foundation, 
his Rock, Jesus Christ our  Lord. Believers in Christ, you have eternal life because you are formed 
on such an unshakable Rock.  What better news is there than this? God formed a way for you. He 
laid a foundation where there was  none. He formed your salvation in his son. Through Christ, God 
no longer sees the soft foundations we  place ourselves on. Through faith in Christ, God sees only 
his righteous Rock, Jesus Christ our Lord. May  you always rest on this Rock in all you face. Thank 
you again. I am thrilled to have this opportunity to be  formed as a servant of the Word.   

In Christ, Caleb Worral 
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Jewel’s Corner 
 

Today, I want to remind you that no matter what is happening in your life, you 
can be joyful and give thanks to God.  God's Word says, "Rejoice always . . . 
in everything give thanks."  Joy and thankfulness are closely connected, a 
grateful attitude increases your joy.  Can you give me three things you are 

grateful for?  I promise it will make you joyful!  ❤ Jewel Philippians 2:3 

 

PS: Please visit me on Facebook. I have a lot of neat pictures and comments 
from friends. 

  https://www.facebook.com/JewelComfortDog/ 
 
 

Lutheran Study Bible 
 As we approach the holiday season you may be interested in considering a Bible as a gift 
for family or friends.  The  Lutheran Study Bible is an excellent resource for all of your 
needs.  As an alternate (and less expensive) is the ESV pew Bible.  A very recent word-for-
word translation with good auxiliary information.  A bargain at $17 from CPH. 

          This COVID era has made lots of changes in our daily living; primarily being confined in-
doors with few sports and lots of movie repeats.  I would like to take this opportunity to recom-
mend some light reading.   Here is my list for your quarantine enjoyment.   

(H=Hard Cover, P=Paperback, K=Kindle) 
        For a fundamental overview of themes and sermons of Martin Luther,  Lift High this 
Cross by Eugene F. A. Klug  (P or K).  This little book will assist you to become better acquaint-
ed with the remarkable events and people revealed in Luther’s lifetime of writing, and demon-
strate their viability for today.  
        All of us are theologians in one way or another.  Being a theologian just means thinking 
and speaking about God.  This author started with Mere Christianity by C S Lewis and grew 
from there to review many Christian varieties, settling on the Lutheran spiritual traditions.   The 
Spirituality of the Cross by Gene Edward Vieth Jr.  (P or K) 
        Within six months of posting his 95 thesis (mostly about Indulgences), Martin Luther lead 
the entire German Augustinian assembly of brothers, in a multiple day study called "The Heidel-
berg Disputation".   From this day forward Lutheranism as it was later named, took hold and 
spread throughout the Christian world.   The following is a excellent study of his presenta-
tion.   On being a Theologian of the Cross by Gerhard Forde (P or K) 
         Lastly an easy and interesting look at 2 lives in tandem - White Robe, Black Robe by 
Charles L. Mee Jr. (Leo X Vs Martin Luther.)  (H or K) 
    

ENJOY! 
 

https://www.facebook.com/JewelComfortDog/photos/a.638557336163902/3517270244959249/?type=3
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