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Easter Challenge 
 

For many, church is only a place to go on Easter Sunday. What if it could be much more?  Starting 

on Easter Sunday, we will be doing a sermon series called The Easter Challenge to take on specific 

challenges that will help us grow in our faith. For thirty days, we will discover how Jesus empowers us 

to reach our God-given potential, and how together we can be part of a church that transforms our     

community! 

We will dig into the truth of who God has created us to be so we can learn to stand on His promises, 

renew our thinking, and find the nourishment our souls need. As we grow, we’ll be challenged to serve 

and reach beyond ourselves. While we engage in that mission, our own faith and sense of purpose will be 

strengthened. 

This is a great opportunity to invite someone, not only for Easter Sunday, but to join you for the   

entire series. The weekly series themes will be: 

Easter Sunday: “Easter Evidence” 

April 19th: “The Need for Church Life” 

April 26th: “The Truth” 

May 3rd: “The Mission” 

May 10th: “The Journey” 

 

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE – A THANK YOU TO CHRIST OUR SAVIOR 
 

Upon receipt of a financial gift of $2,520.60 from Christ Our Savior, Pastor Michael Sa-

lemink, Executive Director of Mission and Ministry, Lutherans for Life (LFL), writes: 
 

Dear Pastor Truog and Saints at Christ Our Savior, 
 
 

 The Lord be with you! I am writing this afternoon to thank you personally for your 
recent gift.  Your substantial generosity literally keeps our labors alive.  I consider it a privi-
lege and a delight to serve alongside courageous and compassionate people like 
you.  Your fellowship, as well as that of the dozens of other brothers and sisters we hear 
from every day, energizes us.  And I want you to know our Gospel-motivated voices are 
changing hearts and saving lives.  They tell us all the time everywhere we go. 
 

It is with great joy and humility that we continue to support the ministry of LFL as they 

work to defend the precious, God-given gift of life from fertilization to forever.   

Thank you, Christ Our Savior.     Linda Anderson 
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Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church 
Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod 

260 Wade Road West, Loudon, TN 37774 

Office Phone:  (865) 458-9407   Office Fax:  (865) 458-8531 

E-mail:  Christrs@bellsouth.net 

REV. Brian Truog, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Mark R. Rhoads, Pastor 

 Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 

Traditional Service   8:30 A.M. 

Blended Service    11:00 A.M. 

 Adult Bible Class/Sunday School 10:00 A.M. 

A Place to Worship, to Learn, to Serve. 
A Stephen Ministry Congregation 

www.coslctn.org 

 

 
RESPONSE TO CDC REQUEST 

As you are aware, worship services have been   

suspended thru the end of March  The church 

council will be meeting to assess the ongoing      

situation and will inform us of their decision 

In the meantime, our pastors have been recording    

sermons that will be available on our church    

website: www.coslctn.org. 

 

Also, follow us on Facebook where pastor Brian 

will be posting helpful information 

@ChristOurSaviorLutheranChurchLoudon 

Blessings to all and we hope to be gathering for 

worship soon 

http://www.coslctn.org
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GETTING TO KNOW YOUR CHURCH FAMILY 

MEET BOB AND FRAN THOMPSON 
Bob and Fran Thompson moved to Tellico Village 

from Ogden Dunes, Indiana on the shore of Lake Michigan 

over 20 years ago.  They have enjoyed Village life in     

retirement, making lots of friends in the community, play-

ing golf, card games (especially bridge), reading, and    

doing volunteer work.  Bob spent the majority of his work-

ing years as a division manager for U.S. Steel in Gary, 

Indiana.  Fran worked in a variety of computer operator/ 

data entry jobs before completing her college degree, earn-

ing certification as a CPA and working as a treasurer.  She  

admitted that she had not intended to work full time, but 

simply wanted to complete her education for the sake of 

learning itself.  She found, however, that she enjoyed 

working with numbers/money and that led to a career    

opportunity. 

Bob and Fran came to Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church from the Community Church last year and 

they are eager to become involved in the life of our church.  Fran is grateful for good health which allows 

her to play golf, continue gardening and volunteer as the floral   department manager in the Good 

Neighbor’s Shoppe several days a week.  Although challenged by limited mobility in one knee following 

an auto accident over 30 years ago and several current medical conditions, Bob still works out with a 

physical trainer and he also looks forward to participating in church activities to the extent that he is able. 

Like several of our members, the Thompsons spend a part of the winter in Florida in time shares and 

visiting friends.  They are avid “birders” and bird-watching is an essential part of their traveling 

(Australia, Texas, Arizona, in addition to their Florida trips and other venues). They have no children/ 

grandchildren to spoil, and Bob has no other family.  Fran’s 95 year-old mother lives in Illinois and she 

has a brother (who founded our local Kiwanis chapter many years ago) and a sister living in Texas.  They 

say that they have come to consider their many Village friends and neighbors their family and they hope 

to add to that family here at Christ Our Savior.  They attend the early services regularly, so please        

introduce yourselves to them. . . they are eager to find kindred spirits and make new friends. 

Why Palm Sunday? 

 Palm branches are mentioned in only one of the four Gospels (see John 12:12-15). So why do we call the first day of 

Holy Week Palm Sunday? 

 Tradition plays an important part in church history. During Jesus’ time, Rome was the world’s leading power. When-

ever the Romans were victorious in battle, citizens traditionally threw palm branches in the returning heroes’ path. 

 This was the accepted custom of reception. So when Jesus rode into Jerusalem, it was appropriate that He receive a 

hero’s welcome. One week later, He would be victorious over death. 

The Color Purple 

 We are still in the church season of Lent. Many churches have purple paraments on the altar, lectern and pulpit. Many 

pastors and choir members wear purple stoles. Why purple? 

 In ancient times, purple garments were expensive and hard to find. The dye came from rare sea mollusks that had to 

be crushed to garner their purple fluid. (One ounce of purple dye required 250,000 mollusks!) Then the right kind of fabric had 

to be placed in the dye, dried and made into clothing, which was time-consuming. Generally, only wealthy people and mem-

bers of royalty could afford purple garments. For example, in the story of the rich man and Lazarus, the rich man “was dressed 

in purple and fine linen” (Luke 16:19, NRSV). 
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The Davis Family Update 
Dear Bob and Judy, 

Greetings from Southern California on this unusually rainy 
day! 

 Since I last wrote, Gabi and I traveled to Kenya and back. 
And we had a follow-up with Adam's cardiologist last week.  We 
have some great news to share! Adam’s heart continues to re-
duce in size. His doctor is now saying that dilated cardiomyopathy 
doesn’t recover this much and he’s trying to come up with another 
explanation. Only God knows exactly what happened and what is 
happening now. Regardless, we are so thankful for the progress 
we continue to see with each appointment. His EF (ejection frac-
tion) is relatively unchanged, but the measure the doctor feels is 
the most important is the size of the left ventricle and that is what continues to decrease. THANK YOU 
FOR PRAYING! 

 Our trip to Kenya was quick but it was so nice to reconnect with friends. It felt so easy to step back 
into friendships and live in Kijabe for a few days. Gabi loved every minute of her time with friends. The 
leadership conference I attended was a great time of meeting with people I’ve been communicating with 
over email and skype. I’m thankful for the ways we can “meet” electronically, but nothing beats face to 
face meetings. It was encouraging to be with fellow AIMers working across Africa and to hear more 
about what is happening in each of those places. 

 It was so great to reconnect, and so nice to be back in Kijabe, even for a short time. We’re hoping 
to return as a family for a month this summer. Rich plans on helping with surgeries in the hospital and 
I’m sure I’ll find a way to help out as well. We’d be there for Adam’s class’s graduation and the end of the 
school year activities. This trip, like many things these days may change depending on what’s happening 
in the world with COVID-19. 

We’ve just canceled our Diaspora Region conference in April, and are now planning to try to have a 
virtual gathering. Plans for our summer Dream Teams in Europe are still moving ahead, but once again, 
we’ll have to wait and see what happens. 

There is much that is uncertain at the moment. But we also have much to be thankful for, not the 
least of which is knowing the creator God who holds us in his hands. I’m reminded again of when Adam 
was in the hospital and our plans for our lives were up in the air. We didn’t know how things would work 
out, but we KNEW we weren’t alone. So again, we’re reminded that we make our plans but our confi-
dence is in the Lord and not in ourselves. 

Thanks again so much for praying with us. 

Many blessings, 

Stacy and the Davis family  

 
Prayer Points 

 Praise for great connections at AIM leadership meetings. 

 Praise that Adam is doing so well and his heart continues to get smaller. 

 Pray for summer Dream Teams, for wisdom and for all the planning and organization that needs to 

happen in the next few months. 
 Pray for our nation and world, for healing, protection and wisdom. And for the medical community 

that is and will be on the front lines caring for patients. 
Thanks so much for praying with and for us! 
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Jewel’s Corner 
 

I am so pleased to welcome the 

newest members of Team Jewel, 

Toni and Herb Hinsch. On a re-

cent weekend, we traveled to  

Chicago together to attend train-

ing at LCC Headquarters. Toni 

and Herb spent a lot of time 

learning new handling skills and 

building their knowledge about 

the LCC Ministry. God will be 

with us as we go out into our 

community to share the         

compassion, joy, and presence of 

Jesus with those hurting and in 

need.   


