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Three in One 
 

   Three in one.  No, I’m not writing about the Trinity.  I’m referring to our celebration on October 30th.  
We will be celebrating three things that day: Reformation, our 25th anniversary as a church, and our     
donation to the District Impact Fund.  All three of these are significant. 

   I put Reformation first, because, without the Reformation, our church may have never existed.  The   
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod is built on the teachings of Martin Luther and other reformers who 
stood firm on the Word of God and challenged the errors that had crept into the Roman Catholic Church.  
Salvation by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone, and based on God’s Word alone became a 
mantra of The Reformation and is reflected in the theme we chose for our anniversary: “Founded on 
Faith, Forward in Grace.” 

  Twenty-five plus years ago, a small group of Lutheran believers stepped out in faith to begin what we 
now know as Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church.  God has graciously guided and blessed this church in 
many ways over the years.  We have much to celebrate as we look back on what God has done, and as we 
look forward to what God still has in store for us.  He has equipped us to serve our community and       
beyond in many ways. 

   We are very grateful for the support the Mid-South District and our sister churches in the area gave to 
us as we began our church, and for the continued support and encouragement we receive from both.  We 
believe we have been blessed to be a blessing.  One of the ways we are celebrating the blessings God has 
given us is through a special offering for the Mid-South District Impact Fund.  This fund will help other 
churches in the district get started or to get jump-started in work that has already begun.  We will present 
this special offering to our District President, Rev. Dr. Roger Paavala, at our October 30th celebration. 

   God is good, all the time, and all the time, God is good!  Praise and thanks to THE Three in One:      
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen! 

Pastor Brian Truog 

25
th

 Anniversary Thank Offering -  

Please consider a gift to the Mid-South District Impact Fund as          
thanksgiving to God for 25 years of blessings to our church.  This fund   
supports new and existing congregations that are in need of a financial 

boost.  We remember that Christ Our Savior received significant fund-
ing 25 years ago through the district and neighboring congregations.  
Make your checks out to Christ Our Savior and designate for the Im-

pact Fund.  We plan on presenting a check to the District President during 

the banquet on October 30th. 
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Health Initiative 
On October 17th at 3P.M., 
The Health Initiative Team at COS is 
presenting Dr. Peter Arfken, member 
of COS, to speak on the job of radiolo-
gist and new advances in radiology.  
Dr. Arfken retired from Northwest Ra-
diology Network in Indiana three years 
ago after practicing radiology for 38 
years. During his practice, NWR  
Network expanded from 7 to 55  
radiologists and is currently one of the 
largest radiology groups in Indiana. 
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SAFETY SUNDAY 
OCTOBER 9, 2022 – SAFETY SUNDAY 

 
On Sunday, October 9, at the end of both worship services and during the     
fellowship/Bible study hour in the CMC, we will set aside time to inform our 
members and our visitors about procedures that are in place to evacuate our 
buildings should there be an emergency 
 

     IDENTIFY YOUR EXIT. 
    We will: 

Identify who is in charge of informing members should there be an emergency 
Become familiar with the sound of the alarm in the buildings 
Be informed as to the best emergency evacuation plan 

Practice the evacuation plan 
 
For the safety of all, we hope you will look forward to hearing this important infor-
mation.                                                                  Your Health Initiative Team 
 
KNOW YOUR SAFE 
EMERGENCY GATHERING SPOT. 

A WARM THANK YOU TO CHRIST OUR SAVIOR 
FROM LUTHERANS FOR LIFE! 

Recent correspondence from Lutherans for Life Executive Director,    
Rev. Michael Salemink reads as follows (selected paragraphs): 

Dear Friends of Life,  
   Thank you for your Gospel-motivated voice For Life.  And thank you 
especially for your generous gifts in support of our message, mission, and 
ministry.  Because your offerings exceeded $1,000 in 2021, you have the 
distinction of recognition in our Abundant Life Giving Society.  You 
stand among the leading advocates for the sanctity of life! 
 
   Your offering is already at work serving neighbors endangered by the 
‘my body, my choice’ deception.  Your investment is speaking truth that 

changes hearts and showing love that saves lives. Communities across the country are hearing how every 
life (at every age) is a gift and privilege! 
    
   Thank you so much for knowing and showing how only the Word of the Lord ultimately draws our 
neighbors away from using death as a solution and into our Savior’s better way through difficulty to  
abundance (from birth all the way to life’s end). May He strengthen you with faith and cheer until He 
unites us in His own presence.’ 
 

Thank you, Christ Our Savior, for your prayers For Life and your generous giving. 
Linda Anderson for Christ Our Savior’s Lutherans for Life Team 

 
(If you would like to help raise awareness for life with our COS team, please contact: 

LJ Blinn, Irene Roberts, Kathy Wuethrick, Linda Burmeister, or Linda Anderson) 
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SPEAKING FOR LIFE 
 

On August 26th, ten members from Christ Our Savior were privileged to attend the annual Pregnancy 
Resource Center (PRC) Annual Banquet and hear Kirk Walden speak about hope on the banquet theme, 

Love Them Both (Genesis 1:27). In his book, ‘The Wall’, Kirk Walden shows us that it is often when hope 
seems lost, as it did for Nehemiah when challenged to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, God opens the way 
to extraordinary victory through ordinary people. In that light he shares his belief that we, as a nation, 
now, have the perfect time for creating a new culture for life in America. 

Mr. Walden brings a powerful, hope-filled perspective on how the battle for life will be won in this gen-
eration as God’s people move forward with love, compassion and transparency when coming to the aid, 
not only of women and men faced with an unexpected pregnancy, but continuing the journey with hem 
when their baby is born. 

Pregnancy Resource Centers across America are keeping their eyes and hearts focused on what God 
would have them do next as they focus on the expanded services needed in the wake of the Supreme 
Court decision that removed Roe v. Wade from its status as law of the land.  

The PRC fundraising goal for the banquet was achieved due to the wonderful generosity of the hundreds 
who attended. What a blessing at a time when there is a tremendous increase in the number of individuals 
seeking assistance from these life centers! Recent statistics reveal that the Maryville location has seen a 
46% increase in families from 2020 to 2021. On October 17th the new Sevierville Pregnancy Resource 
Center will open its doors debt-free thus, allowing them to invest more in training and in the services they 
will be able to provide. 

What can you do with the courage and faith of a Nehemiah to support life? 

⮚ Begin with God’s Word and study His marvelous plan for His creation, procreation and life. 

⮚ Pray. 

⮚ Read ‘The Wall’ to be inspired with hope about life issues related to abortion. This easy-to-read 
inspiring book shows Nehemiah’s courageous faith in adversity and connects it to the courageous 
faith of today’s pro-life advocates. This book is available in our church library. 

⮚ See the Lutherans for Life bulletin board in the CMC to examine a list of the services provided 
by the PRC in Maryville and prayerfully consider how you can give of your time, talent and treas-
ure. 

⮚ Join the Lutherans for Life team at Christ Our Savior 

(Linda Anderson for the LFL team: LJ Blinn, Irene Roberts, Kathy Wuethrick, Linda Burmeister, Janette 
Hanson) 

We Are Free to be Faithful 
In response to increasing intrusions by the government into the realm of 
the church, the LCMS launched the Free to be Faithful® campaign in 
September 2012 to educate and move people to take informed action to 
protect religious freedom and all the cultural issues that pertain to it: the 
confession of faith in the public square, holy marriage, the sanctity of  
human life and related issues. In 2016, the Synod in convention adopted 
Resolution 14-01 to encourage education and leadership in matters of 
religious freedom. For LCMS Free to be Faithful resources and news, 
visit lcms.org/socialissues/freetobefaithful. 
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MUSIC as a part of Lutheran Worship      Part 1 
 By Walter Roessler 

Martin Luther had an early interest in music, it kept him in food while at school and it followed 
him throughout his life.  He authored many hymns including “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” and 
“From heaven Above to Earth I Come”.  A 39 Track CD is available thru CPH, which has Hymns, 
Ballads and Chants composed by Martin Luther.   In a letter written to the noted Catholic      
composer, Ludwig Senfl, Luther discloses his thought about the power of music:  “There are, 
without doubt, in the human heart many seed-grains of virtue which are stirred up by music.  All 
those with whom this is not the case I regard as blockheads and senseless stones.  For we 
know that to the devils, music is something altogether hateful and unbearable. I am not 
ashamed to confess publicly that next to theology there is no art which is the equal of music. For 
it alone, after theology, can do what otherwise only theology can accomplish, namely, quiet and 
cheer up the soul of man, which is clear evidence that the devil, the originator of depressing 
worries and troubled thoughts, flees from the voice of music just as he flees from the words of 
theology.   For this very reason the prophets cultivated no art so much as music, in that they at-
tached their theology not to geometry, nor to arithmetic, nor to astronomy, but to music,     
speaking the truth through psalms and hymns”.  In his Preface to his last hymnal, published by 
in 1545, Luther says: “God has made our hearts and spirit happy through his dear Son, whom 
He has delivered up that we might be redeemed from sin, death, and the devil.  He who believes 
this cannot but be happy; he must cheerfully sing and talk about this, that others might hear it 
and come to Christ”. 

Note: in “Music in Early Lutheranism”, Carl Schalk,  Distinguished Professor of Music Emeritus 
at Concordia University, River Forest, highlights that Lutheran music is usually recognized as 
Johann Sebastian Bach.   In this book he profiles (7) Lutheran composers who pre-date Bach; 
and (2), (Walter Torgau and Conrad Rupsch), who worked directly with Luther in developing his 
worship services.  The other five composers are men who composed and helped develop       
additional musical settings, for both congregation and chorale usage.  Their contributions were 
the foundation on which Bach was able to build. 

It is ironic that Calvin, on the other hand, in his effort to restore primitive Christian worship and 
rid the church of what he conceived to be Catholic aping of Old Testament practices, instituted a 
whole new set of ceremonial laws for the New Testament church.  In so doing, he rendered the 
development of church music, except for psalm singing, sterile in the Reformed churches for the 
next two hundred years. There is one more factor which influenced the non-Lutheran reformers 
in their opposition to the use of music for worship. That factor was the fear of the power of music 
over man’s emotions. Both Zwingli and Calvin were wary of any delight and enjoyment in music. 
In a sermon on the Book of Job, Calvin wrote, Music of itself cannot be condemned; but  

forasmuch as the world almost always abuses it, we ought to be so much the more circumspect. 
The Spirit of God condemns the vanities that are committed in music because men  delight too 
much in them: and when they set their delight and pleasure in these base and earthly things, 
they think not a whit upon God. 
 

 

Next Month - Part II  Hymody in Lutheran Worship, from the writings of Carl Schalk  
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WHAT DOES A PASTOR DO? 
Here’s an interesting comparison by Rev. Dr. James Baneck of the LCMS that might answer that       
question.  

The lambs and sheep our Savior sent Peter to feed and tend were not the woolly kind residing on a     
beautiful hillside. There are, however, rich parallels between shepherding sheep and shepherding God’s 
people. 

James Rebanks watches over real four-legged sheep in the United Kingdom. He writes about the parallels 
in his article: “Are You Hard Enough to Survive as a Shepherd?" 

 

"The romance wears after a few weeks, believe me, and you will be left standing cold and lonely 
on a mountain. It is all about endurance. Digging in. Holding on. You will also have to be emo-
tionally tough. Carrion crows hanging over our lambing fields waiting to steal anything sick or 
dead that cannot resist. You’ll need the patience of a saint, too, because sheep test you to the limit 
with a million innovative ways to escape, ail, or die. It requires a body of knowledge and skills 
that shepherds devote decades to learning." 

 
How this applies to our pastors! There is nothing romantic about being a pastor, it is hard work and often 
lonely. It demands an endurance that comes only from God. Like carrion crows, Satan seeks to devour 
God’s people. The pastor stands guard. protecting and feeding God’s sheep with Christ in the preached 
Word and blessed Sacraments. The formation of men for the Holy Ministry begins at Baptism. And 
while pastoral formation is intensified during Seminary, “it requires a body of knowledge and skills that 
pastors devote decades to learning." 
 

Pastors are to be clothed with the humility of Christ, “who humbled Himself by becoming obedient to 
the point of death, even death on a cross" (Phil. 2:8). Pastors must be equipped to lead God’s people to 
the waters of Holy Baptism, where God gives new birth to sinners and opens the kingdom of heaven for 
them. Pastors are formed to be stewards of the mysteries of God (1 Corinthians 4:1). Pastors "feed God’s 
sheep the Word of God in preaching and teaching and with the body and blood of our Lord at His table. 
Pastors listen, love, and seek the lost. 
 

Looking at all that at Pastor does, how is he prepared for this role at the Seminary? Can you 
help with this preparation? Could you sponsor a seminarian‘? Could you help COS in their 

sponsoring of eight seminary students? Please help with your gift! For more information, con-
tact John W. Smith. May God bless your help. 
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The United States Supreme Court has ruled that Maine cannot prohibit parents from us-
ing a state tuition program to send their children to religious private schools. 

In a decision released Tuesday in the case of David Carson et al. v. A. Pender Makin, the high 
court ruled 6-3 that a state tuition assistance program could not stop parents from using the 
funds for schools that have sectarian instruction. 

Chief Justice John Roberts wrote the majority opinion, writing that “we have repeatedly held that 
a State violates the Free Exercise Clause when it excludes religious observers from otherwise 
available public benefits.” . 

“As noted, a neutral benefit program in which public funds flow to religious organizations 
through the independent choices of private benefit recipients does not offend the Establishment 
Clause,” Roberts wrote. 

“Maine’s ‘nonsectarian’ requirement for its otherwise generally available tuition assistance pay-
ments  violates the Free Exercise Clause of the First Amendment. Regardless of how the bene-
fit and restriction are described, the program operates to identify and exclude otherwise eligible 
schools on the basis of their religious exercise.”  

The Supreme Court decision reverses an appeals court ruling and remands the case for further          
proceedings consistent with the opinion released Tuesday. 

Library Corner 
 

Prayer: Does It Make Any Difference? by Philip Yancey is an excellent read 
if you are interested in your prayer life. The author, trained as a journalist, 
explores such questions as: 
 
* Is God listening? 
* Why should God care about me? 
* Why do so many prayers go unanswered? 
* Why does God let the world go on as it does and not intervene? 
* Does prayer really help with physical healing? 
* Why does God seem sometimes close and sometimes far away? 
* Does prayer change God or change me? 
* How can I make prayer more satisfying?   
 
Do you have an active prayer life? Are your prayers long or short? Can you comfortably voice 
your prayer concerns to God. The Apostle Paul tells us in Ephesians 6:18 "And pray in the Spirit 
on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests."  Our heavenly Father wants to hear 
from us. He wants to be in relationship with us. In the authors words, "if prayer stands as the 
place where God and human beings meet, then I must learn about prayer." 
 
I highly recommend this book.  It was well written and thought provoking as well as an encour-
agement to converse regularly and constantly with my Creator.  

“Reprinted with permission of the LCMS.” ©2022 LCMS 
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