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Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church 

Reform School 
Were you ever in reform school?  If you were, you probably don’t want to admit it.  Reform schools 

were for juvenile delinquents … underage criminals who did not belong in the adult prison environment.  
Reform schools were for bad kids … not “good” kids, like us. 

But, truth is, we all belong in reform school. “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God.” (Romans 3:23) “All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, 
not even one.” (Romans 3:12) 

Martin Luther became aware of his sinfulness and his need for personal reform.  He made great  effort 
to bring about reform in his life through piety and discipline as a monk, but he could find no peace or  
satisfaction.   

The church of Luther’s day promoted personal reform through penance and indulgences.  Here again, 
Luther found no peace or satisfaction.  Instead, he found greed and abuse, leaving people with  little or 
no consolation. 

The only place Luther could find peace and satisfaction was in the promise of the righteousness of 
God being given as a free gift to sinful human beings by grace, through faith in Jesus Christ (cf. Romans 
3: 21-22; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Philippians 3:9).  Since the church was not offering this promise to its   
people, Luther, and others, saw the need for reform, and started the movement we now call the        
Reformation. (We will celebrate Reformation Day at the end of this month). 

 In our Sunday morning Bible class we have been watching the series, The Chosen.  Several charac-
ters in this series have emphasized that they are ongoing students, learning from the Master, (Jesus/God).   

 We, too, are ongoing students of the Master.  We are in an ongoing process of reformation as bap-
tized children of God. We are in “reform school,” if you will, and we should not be ashamed to admit it.  
This school is not for the “good” kids.  It’s for the “delinquents,” of whom I am the worst. (1 Timothy 
1:15) 

  This school accepts all delinquents, free of charge.  The price has been paid by the Teacher, Jesus.  
In His suffering, death and resurrection, He has brought us forgiveness, eternal life, salvation, and His 
righteousness.  Because of His undeserved love for us (grace), we have been chosen and set apart 
(reformed). 

  Share your experience in reform school with others, and let them know there is room here for them, 
too!  

 Pastor Brian Truog 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry provides generous-sized shawls to people in need of comfort,          
encouragement, compassion or friendship. They are beneficial for general use or specific times of    
greater emotion like sickness, grief or the birth of a new baby. Each shawl begins with a prayer and as 
each stitch is made, prayers and blessing are said throughout its creation. A shawl can be requested for 
someone you know by contacting Pastor Truog, Pastor Rhoads or by filling out a Request Form found on 
the narthex bulletin board. 
Currently, we have an abundance of Prayer Shawls, so on October 10, 2021 we will offer shawls to 
anyone  in our congregation who desires one. The shawls will be displayed on tables in the CMC 
between services. Simply stop by the table and pick one up that fits your situation and color prefer-
ence. If you have any questions about shawls or this ministry, please contact me.  
Pat Johns, (865) 657-9699 
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Adult Bible Class/Sunday School 10:00 A.M. 

A Place to Worship, to Learn, to Serve. 
A Stephen Ministry Congregation 

www.coslctn.org 

 

 
 

Pumpkin people 
 

 
 

How is being a Christian like being a pumpkin? 
God sees us, picks us out of the dirt, cleans us 

off, takes the yucky material out of us by forgiving 
us, puts a smile on our faces and places a shining 
light within us for others to see. 

Jesus said: “Let your light shine before others, 
so that they may see your good works and give   
glory to your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16, 
NRSV). 

Copyright @2008 by Communications Resources,   All Rights Reserved 
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Getting To Knoiw Your Church Family 
Meet Pam and Gary Schade 

Gary was born in Kutztown,     
Pennsylvania and Pam moved there 
when she was ten years old.  They     
attended the local High School where 
Pam was a cheerleader and Gary was 
quite the basketball player. Pam was 
“assigned” to lead the cheers for Gary at 
all the games. They married when Gary 
was in his Junior year of college. By the 
time he graduated they were expecting 
their first child so Gary knew he better 
get a job. He started work as an hourly 
employee for a subsidiary of the Olin 
Corporation. He used the skills he 
learned from his Business Administra-
tion Degree and became proficient in the 
Safety and Loss Prevention fields and 
moved up in his responsibilities there 
and elsewhere. Pam became a Medical 
Secretary, raised the family and kept 
things in order at home. Gary’s job 
eventually took them away from Kutztown to the dismay of the rest of their family. They have lived in 
places like Niagara Falls, New York, Danbury, Connecticut and Cleveland, Tennessee. Gary has seen the 
world with his job(s) over the years.  

They have two children, Laurie and Derek.  Laurie was a great softball pitcher in school and is an 
Early Childhood Development instructor. She has two college graduate children, Ahja who works in 
Criminal Justice and Nygel who is a Personal Trainer. Ahja has blessed them with their first Great 
Grandchild. Derek served 20 years in the Coast Guard (graduating from the Coast Guard Academy) and 
was a great soccer player. He is also married (to Carrie) they have two daughters, Maddy who is a Civil 
Engineer and Sadie who is a Junior at the University of Kentucky studying nursing. Derek is a Civil    
Engineer with the Public Works Department in Oldham, Kentucky, and Carrie is a Special Education 
teacher there. 

In 2012 Pam and Gary retired, sold everything and became nomads. They purchased an RV and set 
out to find America. They have seen forty-three states over the past nine years. They really enjoyed     
Arizona and New Mexico, but they chose Sevierville as their home base because it reminded them of 
Pennsylvania. They recently settled down in Tellico Village in September of 2020. Gary’s Mother 
(Betty) is 91 and has lived in Cleveland, Tennessee, since 2006 after being moved from Kutztown,  
Pennsylvania. She is still able to live on her own and Pam and Gray visit her every Friday morning for 
breakfast. She is a Great-Great Grandmother. Wow! Gary’s Father (Irvin) and Sister (JoAnn) are         
deceased as are Pam’s Father (Leroy) and Mother (Eleanor). 

Gary and Pam both enjoy golf and meeting people at New Villagers. They love dogs and have two 

Dachshunds. They also enjoy dirt track racing. (They went to dirt track races in Pennsylvania while they 
were dating). They are members of the Corvette Club (they have a 2011). Pam enjoys crosswords,   read-
ing and crocheting. Gary and Pam prefer watching College and High School sports. They heard about our 

church from Mark Gluckner (Thrivent) in Cleveland, Tennessee and the rest is history. We are pleased to 
have them join us. Introduce yourself to these interesting and outgoing people.  
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KISIMA ACADEMY 
  
Kisima Academy, a mission of COS, is a Christian orphanage and school in rural western Kenya. More 
information is at www.friendsofkisima.org or on Facebook at Friends of Kisima Academy. Gerda Fink 
     The pandemic is of course still having a huge impact on all lives in Kenya.  Thanks to God there are 
still no cases at Kisima.  The new school year for primary and secondary schools started at the end of   
July, six months late.  It will take some time to catch up.  Colleges have been able to maintain their     
normal schedule since they were able to continue online throughout the closures.  
     The Kisima students have still been able to have fun at intramural games that were held at the end of 
the last term.  
     The Kisima Football Club, 
made up of Kisima graduates 
and local youth, has been  
doing extremely well.  
They’ve been winning all 
their matches since spring 
and are leading in their 
league. 
     About three years ago the 
cook died, leaving two     
families.  It’s still not unusual 
for a man to have more than 
one wife in the rural areas.  
One wife and children were 
able to continue life without 
his support but the other 
wife was an alcoholic who 
cared little for their chil-
dren.  Tracy and Blessing 
were much better off and 
happier coming to live at 
Kisima.  Last month the 
mother died.  Martin’s wife, 
Margaret, and three of the 
teachers took the girls, now in 5th and 7th grades, to the funeral.  Immediately afterward the two sides of 
the family began fighting over the girls.  The mother’s family wanted them back but a neighbor took Mar-
garet aside and said that that family planned to farm the girls out as household help, pocketing their wages 
for themselves.  As the arguments between the two sides continued, Margaret and the teachers sneaked 
the girls away back to Kisima where they are still safely living and continuing their education.  Thank 
God for Martin and Margaret’s care and concern!   
 

http://www.friendsofkisima.org
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COMPASS Report  
Last Fall we were blessed to have a team of church professionals (COMPASS Team) from the            Mid
-South District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod visit our congregation as a result of an       invita-
tion from the Church Council.  The purpose of the requested visit was to ask for assistance with strategic 
planning for the future.   
Early in 2021, after receiving the COMPASS report, we provided several monthly summaries through the 
church newsletter covering the areas of Finance and Facilities.  The purpose was to share findings,       
recommendations, and plans to address those recommendations with the membership.  We apologize that 
we have gotten away from additional newsletter reports over the past couple of months due to vacations 
as well as attention to other issues.  That does not mean that information from the report has been         
neglected by the Council.  In fact, quite to the contrary, we have continued to address areas that are      
essential to the ministry of Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church.  We would like to get back to reporting on 
several additional areas that were addressed in the COMPASS report.  This month, I would like to     
summarize observations covering our Leadership, not just the Church Council but all who have assumed 
ministry responsibilities. 
Leadership – This section of the report is quite affirming stating that “Christ Our Savior is blessed     
spiritually, professionally, financially, and inter-personally.”  The team was pleased that we didn’t request 
a visit to fix a problem but for assistance in future planning.  We are not sharing this to indicate that we 
deserve a “pat on the back” but to confirm that we are on the right track. 
Areas that were identified and encouraged included: 

The willingness of leadership to identify members with unique gifts/talents and encouraging 
them to make use of these gifts and talents to create new ministries.  Oversight by the    
pastors provides accountability, yet freedom for ministry leaders to lead without being         
micro-managed.  With many new members joining in recent months, there are always         
opportunities for new ideas.  Please don’t hesitate to speak with one of the Pastors or a     
member of Church Council. 

 
Members who “self-advertise” and market themselves to friends and the surrounding    

community.  In addition, the facility is used by community groups as a means of attracting 
people.  For example, Tellico Village Quilters as well as others. 

 
Outstanding volunteerism in the congregation. We are blessed, but having said that, allow me 

to put in a personal request for additional interest in the Elders, A-V help, Altar Guild,     
members willing to serve on Church Council, and many other areas of ministry. The need is 
always present to help and often times to lead. 

 
“The people of Christ Our Savior possess a true and genuine love for their congregation, 

their community, and their Lord.”  As one of the Elders explained, “We’re about the  
 Gospel.” 

 
This summary has become quite lengthy.  This article seems almost completely positive, but there is more 
to come. We will outline challenges for the future in several areas.  Over the next couple of months we 
will report on staffing needs both now and future, as well needed constitution and bylaw adjustments.  
We will also provide you with updates on progress that is being made. 
 
NOTE:  Don’t forget the Voters’ Meeting on Sunday, October 24th at 9:45 am in the Fellowship Hall, 
“Mortgage and Reserves – A Better Way”  
 Submitted by Chuck Anderson 
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SUICIDE PREVENTION...A MATTER OF LIFE AND DEATH 
(from your Lutherans for Life Team at Christ Our Savior) 

 

The American Foundation for Suicide Prevention reports that suicide is the 10th leading cause of death 
in the United States. But Christians don’t commit suicide, right?  And Christian families don’t have to 
endure the endless, self-torturing questions that follow the death of a loved one, do they?  Questions that 
reveal guilt - How could I not have seen the signs?  What else could I have done?  Questions of faith - 
Why didn’t God intervene?  Is my loved one in heaven?  Questions of shame - How do I tell people?  
What will everyone think?  How did I let this happen? 
 

In a new book, I Will Grieve for the Suicide  — Reverend Peter Preus writes about the stigma of sui-
cide and addresses the guilt, shame and doubt that haunt those who survive such a horrific loss.  To 
quote from his work, Rev. Preuss writes, “We’ll examine some of the unique challenges that Christians 
face immediately after a suicide, and we’ll look at some of the very human ways in which we respond to 
those challenges. We’ll … explore both the limits of worldly wisdom and the depths of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God…. Ultimately, by God’s grace, we’ll learn what it means to grieve in true Christian 
hope for someone who has died by suicide.”  At the end of his book, Rev. Preuss also offers resources 
for those whose loved one, a victim of suicide, was to their knowledge, not a Christian.  
 

He further writes, “Under ordinary circumstances, when Christians die, we who grieve for them in the 
church smile through our tears. We mourn their death and our loss, certainly, but we affirm with confi-
dence and hope that God has called them home according to His gracious will, and that they now rest in 
His presence, awaiting the promised resurrection. Can we really make the same joyful confession after 
suicide? It is my firm belief that we can, and in this book I intend to show how the Gospel speaks com-
fort to us at every stage of the grieving process. We can never rejoice over a suicide, but neither can we 
ever stop rejoicing at the grace of Christ.”  
 

The book, I Will Grieve for the Suicide is available as a free download from LCMS Life Ministry 
(lcms.org/life).  and the accompanying Bible Study, Gospel Relief for the Despairing, will be available 
soon. For further reading, please also see the current issue of the Lutheran Witness (Sept., 2021), the 
content of which is devoted to “dust to dust-confessing in death, commending to Christ.” 
Additional resources available in a crisis:   suicidepreventionlifeline.org and CrisisTextLine.org. 
 

(LUTHERANS FOR LIFE: Equipping Lutherans to be Gospel motivated voices for LIFE by being 
God’s instruments of hope and light in this world of darkness.) 

Invite a Vet 
 

The annual COS veteran's breakfast is scheduled for Saturday, November 6 at 9:00 a.m.  One of 
the objectives of this event, in addition to honoring our COS vets, is to provide all our members 
an opportunity to invite your veteran friends and neighbors who are not part of our church     
family to participate with us.  As always, spouses are welcome also. Our guest speaker is retired 
Navy Captain Harry McDavid who was in the Pentagon on 9/11/2001. lf you do extend an      
invitation to non-COS veterans, please plan to attend with them (whether or not you are a        
veteran).   If you would like to volunteer to help prepare the breakfast, serve on the “chow line”, 
or clean up after the event, contact Butch Durham at (865) 856-5508 or durhambc@gmail com.  
If you are a veteran and haven’t previously provided a photo of yourself in uniform (for our COS 
veteran slide show), please dust one off and send it to me.  Check the Narthex bulletin board for 
the sign-up sheet and invite, invite, invite! 
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Library Corner 
 

Do you like history especially Civil War history? In Lincoln's Battle With God: A 
President's Struggle With Faith And What It Meant For America by Stephen 
Mansfield you will learn of the personal struggles Lincoln experienced in his life. 
As a boy at the age of ten his  mother died, to make matters worse his father was 
absent much of Abe's childhood. As he grew older he suffered from depression and      
considered suicide many times. As a grown man he lost one son who was only 
three years old and another at the age of 12. How did such personal struggles and 
the  drama of slavery and Civil War mold the man and his faith?  Many researchers 
have concluded that President Lincoln dismissed faith; however, our author reveals 
an  extraordinary new side to our greatest president.  
   
In case you do not have your own subscription to the Lutheran Witness, we usually have one or two     
copies in the Library. I highly recommend the very first article in the September issue, "The Problem of 
Death" by LCMS President Pastor Matthew C. Harrison. And be sure to read Rev. Brian Wolfmueller's 
article on page 6, "For the Dead". You can follow Rev. Wolfmueller on FB, find him on YouTube and the 
internet. If you are interested in reading any of his books, let a librarian know and we will be glad to order 

them and so you get first "dibs" on reading them!   
   

"If I am ever stranded I hope it's in a library."  

Jewel’s Corner 
 
Autumn provides us with countless opportunities to  
experience God in nature. While this truth remains any 
time of year, there is a Christ-like beauty and mystery 
that laces autumn. 
The changes that swirl around us remind us God has a 
purpose and plan for every season and that He alone 
remains unchanged and unchangeable.  

♥Jewel Philippians 2:3 
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Adopt-A-Student 
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The Good Shepherd Center 
Serving Monroe County 

Since 1986 

 
Church Partner Quarterly Update 

September 2021 

 0n behalf of the Good Shepherd Center, we want to thank you for your continued support during a chal-
lenging time in our history. We have seen increased demands for our services, yet our volunteers, board 
members and certainly you, our church partners, have stepped up! We appreciate your food drives, new-
born clothing and care items, financial support and prayers.  
As an update, during the past 90 days we have continued to execute our Long-Range Plan by installing 
new interior and external security systems, a new "Food Pantry” software system that allows us to be 
more efficient in managing inventory and provides better record-keeping for our clients and volunteers. 
We just completed our Fall Fund Raising program and we will announce those results soon. A focus on 
tight expense control and quality food are of importance. Helping us are partners that donate food which 
we pick up several times each week: Walmart, Little Caesars, Food City-Vonore and Tellico Community 
Market. A semi from Second Harvest once a month helps us round out our mission. 
Tours! We would like to invite your church members, pastors, and mission team members to visit us at 
the Good Shepherd Center. We are open Monday-Thursday 9 am to 12:15 pm. Call us at 423-420-8888 to 
schedule a time to visit the center.  
A new program has started on the 4th Friday of each month. We provide free food to anyone in Monroe 
County who is on any food assistance program or Medicare. The last two events have seen 100+ families 
served.  
Lastly, we are always in need of volunteers for food and clothing distribution, client intake, administra-
tion, public relations, IT/Website, data entry and general support. Call us. 423-420-8888.  

Thank you again for all you do for those in need in Monroe County.     

Bible Quiz 
 

Which of the following statements impressed  
Martin Luther, a leader of the Reformation?  
 
A. “I am not ashamed of my good works.” 
B. “I am not ashamed of the laws of Moses.” 
C. “I am not ashamed of the gospel.” 
D. “I am not ashamed of my God.” 
 
(The correct answer is in Romans 1:16.) 
 
 

Answer: C 

Copyright @2008 by Communications Resources,   All Rights Reserved 
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