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Keep Watch! 
 “Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will come back.” 

Mark 13:35 

This month marks the end of the church year and the 
beginning of a new year.  Gospel readings during this 
month typically focus on the end of the world. While we 
know when the end of the church year comes (November 
27), we know neither the day nor the hour of Jesus’ return. 
Thus, we hear the call of Jesus to watch.  While no one but 
God knows the day or hour, we do know that He will 
come back. Jesus has done everything necessary. He has 
given you everything you need. Your God-given faith in 
Jesus has prepared you for His coming. When Jesus says, 
“keep watch”, he means continue to live your life in a way 
that helps you remain in faith.  

This month also marks the end of daylight savings 
time. Is it a coincidence? I’ll let you decide. On November 
7th we turn our clocks back one hour. Darkness will arrive 
an hour earlier in the evening. I find this interesting     
considering that days are already shorter this time of year. 
Perhaps you are among the growing number of people that 
want to do away with daylight savings time. You might try 
to squeeze as much activity as you can in before the dark-
ness comes, but it’s hard. Once it is dark, it is too late to 
work outside. Watching the approaching darkness can sap 
your motivation. You watch for the sun with great longing and anticipation.  

Watching for the return of Jesus is likewise difficult. We know the time of Jesus’ return is shorter 
now than ever before. Our world is dark with sin and heartache. Indeed, it seems to be getting darker 
all the time. We know that once it is dark it will be too late to do the work of Jesus. Watching the ap-
proaching darkness can sap our motivation. We watch for the light of the Son with great longing and 
anticipation.  

The key is to continue to keep watch. Don’t let the darkness of the world or the darkness of your 
own sin overwhelm you. Jesus came the first time to take away the sin of the world. When Jesus 
comes again, it will be the end of darkness for us. Though we know neither the day nor the hour of His 
coming, we do know that He will come again. That’s a Light worth watching for! Keep watch by tak-
ing advantage of the opportunities God gives you to celebrate your relationship with Him (worship and 
Bible Study) and with other people (volunteer service at church, home and community). Remember, 
the darkness cannot overwhelm the light of Jesus! 
          Pastor  Mark Rhoads 
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I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church 
Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod 

260 Wade Road West, Loudon, TN 37774 

Office Phone:  (865) 458-9407   Office Fax:  (865) 458-8531 

E-mail:  Christrs@bellsouth.net 

REV. Brian Truog, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Mark R. Rhoads, Pastor 

 Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 

Traditional Service   8:30 A.M. 

Blended Service    11:00 A.M. 

Adult Bible Class/Sunday School 10:00 A.M. 

A Place to Worship, to Learn, to Serve. 
A Stephen Ministry Congregation 

www.coslctn.org 

 

 Mark your calendars! 
 

Saturday, November 13th at 9 AM  
Budget review meeting in the  
Sanctuary - Come and review the proposed 
budget and ask questions prior to the De-
cember Voters’ meeting. 
 
Wednesday, November 24th at 4:30 PM 
Thanksgiving Eve Service 
 
Sunday, December 12th at 9:45 AM -  
Voters’ Meeting in the Fellowship Hall.  
Agenda items include election of officers 
and approval of the church budget for 
2022.  



November 2021 Volume 21  Issue 11 Page 3 

 

 

Reprinted with permission of The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 



Page 4 GOOD NEWS COURIER 

 

COMPASS Report: Staffing  
 (submitted by Chuck Anderson) 

This month’s summary report from the COMPASS visit of the Mid-South District team concentrates 
on staffing issues.  Although our staff includes two pastors, a music minister, and two part-time      
secretaries, the visit primarily concentrated on the ministries of Pastor Truog and Pastors Rhoads.  
However, I would like to add from my experience as Council President meeting with and observing 
staff members, we are blessed with a team of dedicated individuals that respect one another and    
work well together. 

The COMPASS team dedicated significant time during their visit interviewing each Pastor as 
well as gathering information from church leaders and individual members.  Highlights of those 
interviews and meetings include the following: 

---"Our pastors are complementary in their skillsets and interests, respecting each other’s role     
    and interests as they serve as a team.” 
---“The pastors are aware of their strengths, limitations, and opportunities.” 
---“The pastors have shaped their ministry to fit their context. The primary mission of Christ     
    Our Savior is to the ‘retired’ based on the demographics of the congregation.” 
---Our pastoral staff is experienced and based on advancing age, will face potential   
    retirements in the next several years. (Although, it is not stated in the report, this potential   
    applies to our entire staff, including music ministry and office support). 
 
Questions and concerns identified for additional study and consideration: 

---Although the primary mission of the congregation at this time is to retirees and seniors,  
    we need to continue evaluating opportunities with young families. 
---The congregation will need to determine if the services of two full time pastors will be  
    required in the future or possibly consider other staffing options. 
---Upon the retirement or loss of a pastor, leadership will need to assist in transitioning and 
    positioning the pastoral role. 
---Evaluate administrative operations of the church and consider other ways to support    
    administrative duties and leadership in the future. 
---Identification of all long-term staffing needs including the music ministry and office support. 
---Possible need to re-evaluate the ministry team structure with pastoral responsibilities. 

In summary, at this time, we do not know what God has planned for us, but we are wise to begin to 
plan for ministry in the years ahead.  We are blessed with our current staff.  We will face changes, 
transition, challenges, and opportunities in the years ahead.  We will need leaders and congregational 

support to address changes and opportunities.  We also have a strong commitment of assistance from 
our District President and staff.  And, most important, we serve and seek the will and continued    
blessings of a loving, all-powerful God. 
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LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES 
Daily Devotions from Lutheran Hour Ministries 

September 15, 2021 

 

James 3:13-4:10 - Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his works in the 
meekness of wisdom. But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do boast and be false to the 
truth. This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. For where jealousy and 
selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice. But the wisdom from above is pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in 
peace by those who make peace. 

Chances are you've met people who are really wise; sensible is another word we sometimes call it. It's that person 
who just knows things about the world, how people operate in it, and all the stuff you can't learn from a book. The wise 
person's experience factors in too, of course. Grinding through life's heartaches and pitfalls has a way of churning out 
wisdom on the other end. 

The thing about wisdom though is we may resist it. But like eating our broccoli, we can look back and know it was 
good for us. Thoughts like “Make the most of your time now; you'll have less of it later" or “Great relationships are built 
on communication, so talk less and listen more"—-these sound helpful, but their lasting benefits are often best under-
stood in the future. 

How much more so with God-given wisdom—"the wisdom from above." As the Holy Spirit works in our lives, 
making real the truth of Jesus’ saving work on our behalf, we gain insight and clarity and a new way of looking at things, 
over time. God works His wisdom into our lives—to be open and hospitable, merciful and kind, unprejudiced and genu-
ine. ln essence, to be toward others how Jesus has been toward us. 

We see how Jesus treated people differently. His life spoke love like no one before Him or since. His words wel-
comed those who were outside the religious establishment; His actions touched peoples’ lives where they were—
alienated from others, sick and dying, scorned by society and marginalized. His good conduct is the standard we are to 
follow. 

Jesus is God’s power and wisdom in action (see 1 Corinthians 1:24). 

“Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though He was in the form of God, did not 
count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men. And being found in human form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 
death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the Name that is above every name, so 
that at the Name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father‘ (Philippians 2:5-11). 

THE PRAYER: Heavenly Father, may our lives be wise and understanding toward others, pointing them always to 
the Savior. in His Name we pray. 

 
This Daily Devotion was written by Paul Schreiber. 

 
Reflection Questions: 
 
1. Who is the wisest person you‘ve ever met? What makes them that way? 

 
2. How does Jesus exemplify the wisdom and power of God? 

 
3. How does God work in our lives to make us wiser people? 

 
©Lutheran Hour Ministnes, All rights reserved. | 660 Mason Ridge Center, St. Louis, MO 63141 
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More Good News 

 

The CHOSEN – For the past three months Pastor Brian has shown episodes 
from the first two  seasons of this first-ever multi-season TV show about the life 
of Jesus during Bible study hour on Sunday mornings. Created outside of the 
Hollywood system, The Chosen allows us to see Him through the eyes of those 
who knew Him. No matter where you are in your journey with  Jesus Christ, this 
TV show is for you. The entire project is expected to reach seven seasons with 
each season containing eight– approximately 45 minutes in-length episodes. 
Watch full episodes for free, stream on your phone, tablet, or cast to your TV us-
ing Roku or Chromecast. Seasons 1 & 2 are also available on DVD, standard or 
blue-ray, and can be     purchased from https://thechosengifts.com. 
Questions: Contact Bob Traum 
 
 

****** 
 

Down Home Christmas - You are invited to a special 
Christmas  program featuring a delicious dessert, refresh-
ments and concert on Friday, December 10, 2021, at 6:30 
pm in the Christian Ministry Center. The Gospel message 
in song, along with Christmas favorites will be presented 
by Billy Hodges, former tenor with Kingdom 
Heirs.  Admission is FREE, but reservations are RE-
QUIRED! See the sign-up sheet in the CMC or contact the 
Church Office (865) 458-9407. This is a great opportunity 
to invite friends and neighbors.  
 

****** 
 

 

 

The Old Paths – One of Gospel music’s top 
quartets will be in concert here on Saturday, Jan-
uary 15, 2022 at 3:00 p.m. Tickets are $12.50 each in advance or $15.00 each 
at the door.  
Contact: Bob Traum (865) 458-4848 or Church Office (865) 458-9407. 
 

https://thechosengifts.com
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Davis Family Update 
Dear Bob and Judy, 

I can't believe it's already been three weeks 
since we arrived in Kijabe! Our travels were 
smooth and all of our luggage arrived with us. It's 
been a sweet welcome back home. We were 
hosted or delivered meals for our first two weeks. 
Reconnecting with friends and colleagues has 
been great. 

We're waiting on our work permits to be        
approved, but Rich received his temporary work 
permit this week and started back in the hospital 
immediately.  He's been going to conferences, 
helping in surgery clinic, teaching residents and 
started operating again. He's also had some time 
to revisit some of his favorite mountain biking 
trails and scope out some new ones. 

Lydia jumped right into school and is enjoying the freedom of walking back and forth to 
RVA for school and various activities. All but one of the girls in her class are still here, so like 
us, she's had fun reuniting with classmates and friends as well as making new friends. 

We were so blessed to move into a furnished apartment. It's been a treat to find different 
things that we couldn't bring waiting here for us (including a Christmas tree). We're back in the 
Sitaplex (sita=6) where we lived when we first came to Kijabe. We have a three bedroom 
apartment on the second floor with a nice view and outdoor patio. three of the other          
apartments are occupied by Kenyan consultant doctor families and the other two are used by 
short term visitors. We already have three short termers that we've gotten to know on 
past visits over the years. It's a nice    community to live in and the location is great for school, 
hospital and dukas (local shops) 
Blessings, 

Stacy and Rich 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

•We are so thankful to be back! 

•Pray for our work permits to come through. Rich has a temporary permit to work for the 
next three months. 

•Pray for us to find a good vehicle to purchase. 

For support you can send a check to: 

AIM 

PO Box 3611 

Peachtree City GA 30269 

please include a note that says "124650 - Rich and Stacy Davis” 
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Greetings in the name of our Savior, Jesus! 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, we are overjoyed to be writing 

you from the beautiful city of Fort Wayne, Indiana! Our journey as 
a family began with my calling to be a pastor some years ago. Now, 
by God's grace, that journey has now begun in earnest. We are truly 
blessed to be here. But we understand getting to this point has not 
been completely our own doing! By God's grace, we have received 
help from our dearest friends and family, from our home            
congregation, and from very generous donors across our Synod, 
like you. We would not have pastors in the pulpits  without your 
generosity, support and prayers. So, we write you first and foremost 
to say, “Thank You!". Your love, prayers, and support are very 
much appreciated. We as a family are grateful for you! We hope in 
the coming months that we may be able to become closer to you, as 
we now consider you a part of our family as well. With that in 
mind, let me tell you more about us 

My name is Daniel Kinley. I was raised in southern West Virginia, the son of a coal miner. I am a 
disabled veteran (United States Air Force) and worked for many years as a Surgical Technologist in    
hospitals all over the world. I have been blessed beyond measure to have met the love of my life,      
Stephanie Kinley. Stephanie was raised in Massachusetts and is a Child Psychologist. We have a blended 
family with one biological son, Benjamin (18), and three adopted children with Akasha (18), Michael (6), 
and Emmeline (2). God has placed us all together, and we wouldn't have it any other way. 

Our home congregation, Bethlehem Lutheran Church, is in Richmond, Virginia. Our pastor is Gary 
Olson. If by chance you all find your way to Virginia, stop by! They'll make you feel right at home. 

My reasons for wanting to become a pastor are many, but more than anything I want to preach the 
Gospel, and care for Christ's Church. It is a calling that I have had for many years. Now, finally, I am able 
to study at Concordia Theological Seminary and fulfill this calling. Thank YOU, sincerely!  

We ask you humbly for your prayers as I continue in my studies. We will keep you all at Christ Our 
Savior in our prayers as well. Please feel free to keep in touch with us! Our contact information will be 
below. We will write you all very soon to let you know how our adventures here in Fort Wayne are      
going.  

 
In Christ,  

 
P.S. Stephanie and I both love Tennessee very much and spent our honeymoon in the Smoky Mountains 
It's such a beautiful state with some of the very best people.  

Invite A Vet.  The annual COS veteran's breakfast is scheduled for Saturday, November 6 at 
9:00 a.m.  One of the objectives of this event, in addition to honoring our COS vets, is to provide 
all our members an opportunity to invite your veteran friends and neighbors who are not part of 
our church family to participate with us.  As always, spouses are welcome also. Our guest speak-
er is retired Navy Captain Harry McDavid who was in the Pentagon on 9/11/2001. lf you do ex-
tend an invitation to non-COS veterans, please plan to attend with them (whether or not you are a 
veteran).   If you would like to volunteer to help prepare the breakfast, serve on the “chow line”, or 
clean up after the event, contact Butch Durham at (865) 856-5508 or durhambc@gmail com.  If 
you are a veteran and haven’t previously provided a photo of yourself in uniform (for our COS vet-
eran slide show), please dust one off and send it to me.  Check the Narthex bulletin board for the 
sign-up sheet and invite, invite, invite!   
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Jewel’s Corner 
 

My Thanksgiving Week To-Do List… 
 

Count my blessings… 

Let go of what I can’t control… 

Practice kindness… 

Listen to my heart… 

Be thankful for what God has given me… 

Just breathe… 

 Jewel  

Library Corner 
 

Acclaimed author of more than three dozen books, Steven James will thrill you with 
his pulse-pounding thrillers. This author is equipped with a unique Masters Degree 
in storytelling and he has taught writing and storytelling on four continents over the 
last two decades. We are fortunate to have in our library his famous Patrick Bower 
series which consists of the five novels, The Bishop, The Knight, The Rook, The 
Pawn, and The Queen which delves into the life of Patrick Bowers an 
Environmental Criminologist. COS member, Kathy Wuethrick, recommends the 
books, especially if you like stories about high-tech law enforcement and catching 
the bad guys. If you are interested in researching more about this author, you can 
search for more at stevenjames.net or tune in to his podcast at thestoryblender.com. 
The author writes from his home in the Appalachian Highlands of Eastern TN. 

Book nerds don’t get old; they become rare first editions.    

C  & E 
Poinsettias and Lilies 

One of the most rewarding service opportunities at COS is being part of the Christmas and Easter tradi-
tions by decorating and enhancing the altar area with beautiful flowers. This is a short time service com-
mitment that needs your help. 
This is how it works: put up a sign up sheet on the CMC bulletin board, count the number of plants or-
dered, hop in your car and drive to local store (Ingles or Food Lion), hand select the plants, store them in 
little kitchen by church office. Then on an appointed day arrange the plants around the altar. After the 
holiday remove any unclaimed plants. 
 Poinsettia plants are put out a couple of weeks before Christmas and removed a few days after. Easter 
lilies are put out on the Saturday before Easter Sunday.  
The “decorating of the sanctuary for Christmas” is done by another group of people – we just do the poin-
settias and lilies. 
I am looking for three or four volunteers to join me in this activity. Call or email and we can arrange to 
meet at Church.  It will be FUN working with you!  Thank you.   Diane Felgner, 865-458-6360,  

dianefelgner@gmail.com 
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