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Let’s Get Together 
“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet 

together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one an-
other, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”  

Hebrews 10:24-25 

Remember that old phone commercial that promised, 
“Long distance it’s the next best thing to being there”? It 
pictured the joy of connecting with loved ones through a 
phone call. What it didn’t show was the increased feelings 
of loneliness and separation when the phone call ended.  

I was reminded of that commercial as I reflected on the 
conversations I have had with people during this pandemic. 
“Pastor, I’m glad you are putting the worship services 
online. It’s nice, but it’s not the same. I enjoy watching 
them, but I can’t wait to be back in the sanctuary. Seeing, 
and hearing, the worship service reminds me just how much 
I miss being there.” It’s not just Sunday morning worship. 
Things we took for granted like shopping and eating out are 
now cautioned against. When we do go out, wearing masks 
and social distancing remind us how much of our sense of 
community we have lost.  

God feels the same way. He longs to be in community 
with us. He doesn’t want anything to get in the way of a 
close, personal relationship with us. That’s why He sent His Son Jesus to be one of us, one with us and 
to die for us. This month, our church will be focusing on this God-given gift of community through the 
season of Lent. When we come together in worship we acknowledge the barriers we put up through sin 
and look to the cross, thanking Jesus for His act of redemption and restoration. The cross reminds us 
that God is, and always will be, near you. He will never leave you nor forsake you. He invites and wel-
comes you to enjoy this relationship by meeting together with your brothers and sisters in Christ. 
Come together in public worship. If Sunday mornings or Wednesday afternoons appear too crowded, 
try Thursday afternoons at 1pm. Outside of worship, encourage one another as you call on the phone, 
send cards and emails, meet in homes. And know that your pastors are ready and willing to come to 
your home if you’d like. 

God has brought us into community. Celebrate this community throughout the season of Lent, and 
every season, “as you see the Day drawing near.” 
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Why every day 

 should be Palm Sunday 
 [Jesus] was all about giving. He gave of 
himself. He who was rich became poor that we 
might be rich. He gave until there was no more 
to give.  
 He was all about goodness. The essen-
tial goodness of Jesus, unparalleled by anyone 
before him or after him, testifies to the life to 
which we are called. When he saw the crowds 
as sheep not having a shepherd, he was moved 
with compassion - he became almost physically 
sick, so great was his love.  
 Let's give Jesus the palm branch treat-
ment, but let's not make this a one-Sunday won-
der. His grace, his giving and his goodness 
compel us to change our behavior, not just pat 
him on the back, or complain behind his back. 
-Homiletics  

Copyright @2008 by Communications Resources,   All Rights Reserved 



March 2021 Volume 21  Issue 3 Page 3 

 

 

“Thoughts from a fellow member and congregational leader….” 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

As you are reading this, it will be just about one year since we have experienced the effects of the 
coronavirus on our lives as Americans and as members of Christ Our   Savior Lutheran Church.  I am 
sure we can all agree that it has been quite a year, one that we will likely never forget but one we may 
be happy to see pass. 

The other day I was thinking that this year has passed very slowly but then again it sometimes 
seems that the last twelve months have passed quite quickly.  So many totally unexpected things have 
transpired:  shutdown and even closing of businesses cancellation of special events and celebrations, 
social distancing, wearing protective gear, limited travel, reduced personal interaction, etc.  Of course, 
the underlying concern has been the health and well-being of our families, friends, and neighbors so 
that we might return to more normal life.  In spite of our efforts, there have been extensive health is-
sues and tragic loss of life.   

When will life return to normal?  I have hopes, but certainly don’t have any idea.  I am absolutely 
certain that no one knows the answer.  However, I do know that God    remains in control.  I do know 
that the love of Christ is present with us during good times and bad.  I do know that we are blessed 
with Word and Sacrament ministry that has continued at Christ Our Savior throughout these difficult 
times and will remain with God’s Blessing. 

I am so grateful for the efforts of the staff and so many members and friends of Christ Our Savior 
who continually give of themselves and their resources to support this ministry each week.  We are in 
this together but we are certainly not alone.  God is with us and I pray we will always see God at work 
in our lives. 

Let the staff and leadership of the congregation know how we can be help to you.  In the mean-
time, know that you are in our thoughts and prayers. 

Chuck Anderson, Council President 

Repent – a worthy word for Lent 
 
 What pops into your mind when you hear the word “repent”? Is it a dark and somber word for you, perhaps re-
minding you of John the Baptist’s shouting for people to repent and be baptized? 
 What does the word “repent” mean anyway? Literally, it means to stop the way one is going, turn around, and 
then walk in the opposite direction. It refers to turning away from sin and shallow living and to begin walking through life 
following God’s direction. 
 Lent, which began on Ash Wednesday (February 17, 2021), was an opportunity to check our spiritual condition, 
to repent (if needed) and to walk more faithfully with our Lord. 
 If we take Lent seriously, we can begin to discover a new vision for life – a more joyous way to live. Lent can 
enable us to discover the immeasurable benefits of living the Christian life passionately. 
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PLEASE JOIN US! 
 

CHRIST OUR SAVIOR LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 

PLANS A VISIT TO THE 

MARYVILLE PREGNANCY RESOURCE CENTER 

ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17, 10:00 A.M., 
FOLLOWED BY LUNCH AT A LOCAL RESTAURANT FOR THOSE WHO WISH TO DINE OUT. 

 

WHY VISIT?  Come along to see first hand this amazing and modern facility that offers life affirming 

medical care and support programs that touch families and their unborn children. Show your sup-

port for life at its earliest stages.  Grow in your understanding of this life issue and see how Christ is 

being proclaimed and His love and mercy shared. 
 

THE PRC VISION:     To live in a community where every life is sacred, valued, welcomed. 

THE PRC MISSION:  To minister to the needs of those facing difficult pregnancy decisions with 

                                   life affirming alternatives, with integrity and with Christian compassion. 
 

WHAT IS OFFERED AT PRC? 

    Pregnancy testing 

    Ultrasounds 

    Materials assistance (diapers, wipes…) 

    Grace 

    Mobile medical services 

    Mentorship programs 

    Limited prenatal care 
 

COME SEE HOW PRC HAS GROWN! 

1986  - Opened its doors with pregnancy testing 

2007  - Converted to a medical clinic offering ultrasounds 

2017  - Added the mobile testing unit and STI testing 

2019  - Purchased a larger medical building (current site) 

2021  - Now celebrating 35 years! 
 

PLEASE SEE THE SUNDAY BULLETIN AND THE SIGN UP SHEET IN THE CMC 

       or CONTACT LJ BLINN FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 
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Paul’s Letters  
Don Whiteman has summarized Paul’s letters and we are presenting them as a continuing series in the news-
letter.  You may find previous letters and a timeline beginning in the October newsletter.  Past issues can be 
found on the COSLCTN website. 

 

 PHILIPPIANS 
It was on Paul’s second journey that he came to Philippi, in around the year 52 AD.  

(Please read Acts starting in chapter 16 for more information.) 

The city was founded by Phillip, the father of Alexander the Great, in about 368 BC. It was the 

dividing point between Europe and Asia. His letter is written as a friend to a friend, and at once  

we see Paul’s love for the Philippians and their church. 

Paul closes chapter one in verse 27, “Conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of      
 Christ”  

In chapter 2 we meet Epaphroditus who is sent from the Philippians to serve Paul. He is returning 
with Timothy who Paul has sent to see how the church is doing. Paul also writes about humility how 
difficult it is to be humble. 

Later in chapter 3 Paul tells us who he was. He was from the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of  

Hebrews in regard to the law, and a Pharisee.  

Paul discusses His need to know Christ in chapter 3, verse 10. I think we all understand that need. 

In chapter 4 Paul closes with some formal words in verse 4: “REJOICE in the l 

Lord always. I will say it  again REJOICE. And the peace of God be with you.” 

Finely Paul concludes the letter with “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit”. Amen. 

1 Timothy  
The year (c.62-64) Paul has been preaching the gospel, without hindrance, for two years in his rent-

ed house. Timothy’s mother was a Jew and his father was Greek. Paul circumcised him so if Timothy was 
to work among the Jews, there would be no prejudice against him. Timothy was going to be an evange-
list and a constant companion of Paul. 

The two letters to Timothy and one to Titus and Philemon have become known as “Pastoral” Letters 
because they are written to individuals and not to a church. This letter is about how to live a Christian 
life and how to conduct yourself in God’s house. 

This first letter to Timothy is a complete guide to living and teaching God’s word. Timothy has been 
trained to be a servant of Christ and he must be nourished in the word and teaching. (4:6) 

Again, as I study Paul’s letter’s on how we should live our lives in the church and in our communi-
ties, I realized the power and the strength of his teaching, and his faith must have been something to 
hear.  

Studying his letters, it’s made me want to share this Good News with everyone, and maybe start a 

program teaching here at the Neighborhood on Paul. 
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Jewel’s Corner 
Many thanks for all the prayers that our LCC Comfort Dog    
Ministry will be able to resume normally in 2021. We were just 
asked to begin visiting the residents of River Oaks in Lenoir City 
in March! I have missed visiting with the people and look       
forward to my regular schedule. If you would like a visit from me 
and know someone that needs comforting, please let my  
Top Dog, Steve Schoenherr, or the church office know. 

Tenebrae  
 In the early years of Christianity, a worship service called Tenebrae (Latin for "shadows") was 
held during Holy Week. Today many churches hold a Tenebrae service on the evening of Good Fri-
day, the night Christ died. 
 For those who knew and loved him, that night must have been the darkest night of their lives. 
Imagine their shock, despair, gnawing grief and utter hopelessness. 
 The Tenebrae service moves from light into darkness. The service usually begins in a dim 
light. The chancel, cross and altar are often draped with black cloth and the altar may have 13 candles 
- one representing each of the 12 disciples and one larger one symbolizing Christ. 
 To begin the service, an appropriate prayer is offered or a hymn about Jesus the Light of the 
world is sung. 
 In some services, 12 people, representing the apostles, make brief individual statements about 
their relationship to Christ. After speaking, the "apostle" lights one altar candle. When 12 candles are 
burning, the pastor lights the Christ candle. 
 A voice from outside the sanctuary reads Isaiah 53:3-9, followed by the pastor's reading of 
Matthew 27:45-46 and Mark 14:43-50. The moment the pastor reads, "All of them deserted him and 
fled," each apostle walks quickly to his candle and extinguishes it. Next, the pastor extinguishes the 
Christ candle, and the remaining church lights are turned off. After a period of silent reflection, one 
light is turned on allowing worshipers to exit quietly and safely. The pastor may say finally, "We 
leave in the shadows, mindful of our Lord's death on the world's behalf." 
 There are other variations of this powerfully moving and memorable service.. We usually have 
all the candles lit at the beginning of the service and then put them out one at a time after various  
readings until we reach “darkness.” 
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