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FINISH WELL 
 

Things that don’t finish well: Diets …Giving things up for Lent …New Year’s resolutions …

NCAA March Madness Basketball brackets… (social distancing plans???). So often we start strong but 

do not finish well. 

  We can burn out in our enthusiasm for the Lord and the mission He has given us, too.  (Let the 

younger folks take care of that … I’ve done my share)  Most of the time we are not even thinking about 

it (which is part of the problem … Satan distracts us with so many other things …) 

   But when we realize we are nearing death, and we begin to wonder …“I want to depart and to be 

with Christ, which is better by far … but have I been good enough?  Have I finished well enough??” 

  Satan likes to plant the seeds of doubt in our mind and chip away at the confidence and hope that 

we have in Jesus. He takes our focus off of what Jesus did for us and tries to get us to focus on what we 

have done … or failed to do. 

  I’ve had many discussions about this at people’s death bed. Sometimes I have to lead them to the 

answer, but, often, they head there on their own. The answer to Satan’s accusations is this: I have not 

finished well enough, but JESUS DID!  And how He finished things on the cross is what determines 

what my final destination/result will be. 

   Jesus FINISHED WELL by hanging on the cross and dying. This doesn’t look like a Grand     

Finale!  But on this cross, Jesus is finishing the job … completing the plan … defeating the Enemy... so 

that we can depart in peace at the end of our journey. 

   In Jesus’ life, death and resurrection we have an answer for the Devil’s accusations about our  

failures to finish well, and we have motivation to turn to our Savior in order to finish our race the way 

He wants us to. 

  Focus on HIS sacrifice, HIS endurance, HIS victory, and the miracle of faith and grace which 

makes HIS sacrifice, endurance and victory OURS, and you will be able to finish the race He has 

marked out for us … and FINISH WELL!! 

ADOPT-A-STUDENT CALL DAY UPDATE! 
April 28th was a really important day for the future of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. Sev-

enty seven graduating seminarians received their pastoral calls. Trey Sansom took a call to Christ the 

King Lutheran, Kingswood, Texas. Jonathan Jhanke went to St. Paul Lutheran in Ft. Dodge, Iowa as an 

associate pastor.  

There were 42 vicarage calls. Caleb Worrel and Peter Deberny completed their second year of study 

and received vicarage assignments. Caleb went St. John Lutheran, Dublin, Ohio and Peter went to The 

Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, Garden City, New York. Alex Smith (Smith's grandson, not one of 

our sponsored students) went to his vicarage at St. Paul Lutheran, St. Joseph, Missouri. These were im-

portant calls not only for these young men but also to the Synod as new recruits going into the field. 



Page 2 GOOD NEWS COURIER 

 

 Heard Sunday Mornings 
 @7am on WJBX 97.5FM 

Newsletter Staff: 
Ron Uncapher, Editor 

Judith Schmid-Bielenberg, Sandy Stricklett,  

Cathy Stark, Marguerite Vormelker, and  

Gwen West 

Finish Well 1 

Adopt-A-Student 1 

Planning 3 

Jewel’s Corner 4 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 5 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church 
Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod 

260 Wade Road West, Loudon, TN 37774 

Office Phone:  (865) 458-9407   Office Fax:  (865) 458-8531 

E-mail:  Christrs@bellsouth.net 

REV. Brian Truog, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Mark R. Rhoads, Pastor 

 Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 

Traditional Service   8:30 A.M. 

Blended Service    11:00 A.M. 

Adult Bible Class/Sunday School 10:00 A.M. 

A Place to Worship, to Learn, to Serve. 
A Stephen Ministry Congregation 

www.coslctn.org 

 

    Hooray for fathers 

A Houston newspaper asked readers 

to send in thoughts about their fa-

thers. Letters flooded in, and what 

people wrote about their fathers is 

most inspiring.  

A few comments:  

• Dad was always there for me. He 

sacrificed to make sure that we had 

what we needed. 

• When disappointment came my 

way, Dad said, “Son, real life ain’t 

about getting what you want but more about doing 

something with what you get.” 

• My dad was disabled, but he worked hard to make 

sure we children had a good education and lived moral 

lives. He would say, “I want you to succeed more than 

I did.” 
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PLANNING 
 

I am, by nature, methodical and deliberate when I set out to do something.  I am most               
comfortable in an undertaking when I have a plan … and a backup plan … and a backup for the 
backup (aka plans A,B, and C).  There are several one-liners on planning that carry the ring of 
truth in my mind.  “Proper prior planning prevents poor performance” and “failing to plan is   
planning to fail”.  And then, on the other hand, there is “if it can go wrong, it will go wrong”...and 
“no battle plan ever survives the first shot”. Finally, after becoming a Christian, I believe that: “If 
you want to hear God laugh, tell Him your plans”. 

 

One sure way to fail, according to Proverbs, is to inadequately plan: “A sensible man  

watches for problems ahead and prepares to meet them. The simpleton never looks and suffers 
the consequences” (Prov. 27:12). Military history is full of examples where failure to plan        
adequately or basing plans on incorrect assumptions resulted in disaster and we can expect the 
same in our personal circumstances. 

 
A second pitfall leading to failure that Proverbs warns against is pride. When we start      

believing we are too good, too smart, too experienced, too whatever to fail, a downfall is not far 

away: “Pride leads to destruction and arrogance to downfall” (Prov. 16:18).  One symptom of 

pride is thinking we don’t need anybody’s advice. The tragedy is that we’re surrounded by 

friends, colleagues and counselors who, because of hard-earned experience, have a wealth of 
wisdom to offer on business decisions, money issues, relationship quandaries, spiritual matters, 

etc. But too often because of pride we say, “I got this; don’t need any help.” So in our arrogance 

we set out to reinvent the wheel, vastly increasing the odds of failure. 

 

Third, Proverbs tells us that failure comes when we avoid taking risks: “Fear of man is a 

dangerous trap” (Prov. 29:25). Allowing concerns for our image to drive our decisions (“What 

will others think if I fail?”) positions us to lose. Fear of trying assures failure just as certainly as 

charging blindly ahead without adequately planning. So does giving up too soon: “A lazy fellow 

has trouble all through life” (Prov.15:19). We fail when we are too lazy to work at it and we just 
quit. Somebody pointed out that the value of a postage stamp is its ability to stick to one thing 

until it gets there. It’s also true that an oak tree is just a little nut that refused to give its ground.      

Sometimes we fail simply because we give ground too soon.  In the military, we are trained to 
plan carefully, execute aggressively, and then adapt, adjust and overcome when things don’t go 
according to plan (which is almost all the time). 

 

But perhaps the most common cause of failure is turning a deaf ear to our Creator.       

Proverbs notes that, “There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to 

death” (Prov. 14:12). Getting stuff, chasing success, seeking to be honored—these things seem 

(Continued on page 4) 
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so obvious but, ironically, they instead lead to failure. Who would guess that success in life 
comes through things like giving, sacrificing and serving others? But then, according to the 

Scriptures, God does say, “My ways are not your ways.” It turns out that intuition is a poor    

substitute for the Bible’s guidelines for living. The most important part of praying, in my           

experience, is listening for God’s answer.  The most important part of planning is making sure 
that our plans are aligned with God's will from the start. Rather than asking God to support our 
plans, we should first seek to understand His plans for us.   

 

Planning sequence: A-Pray, B-Listen, C-Plan.  What were your plans for 2020 before 
COVID-19?  What are your plans now?  I know that my plans were wrecked so I’ve been  
spending lots of time on A.  I’m not doing as well on B, however, so I’m going to work on my  
listening before I make any more plans.  We don’t know much about this virus, but I do know 
that God is in charge and He always has a reason when He allows these things to happen.  
Maybe He’s creating opportunities for us to share our faith with those who have none … or    
maybe He’s simply trying to get our attention.  Either way, He’s got mine! 

 

(Continued from page 3) 

Jewel’s Corner 
 
 
 

I just wanted to share with you these wise words from my 
friend from Ft. Worth, TX...Phoebe Comfort Dog   ♥️  
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June Anniversaries 

 

6/1   Darrell and Judy Sisk   52 yrs. 

6/6   Matt and Dee Dee Wasmund   19 yrs. 

6/9   Dave and Karla Roth   53 yrs. 

6/15 Grey and Nancy Perry     61 yrs. 

6/21 John and Eunice Smith   62 yrs. 

6/25 John and Helen Bailey   32 yrs. 

6/25 Brian and Shirley Truog   43 yrs. 

6/25 Dan and Joy Weber   43 yrs. 

6/27 Chuck and Linda Anderson  50 yrs. 

6/29 Armand and Karen Meininger 63 yrs. 

 
 

 
 

6/1   Anson Kuehnemund 

6/1   Edith Hanke 

6/2   Linda Allison 

6/2   Gwen West 

6/5   Marsh Gruening 

6/6   Aurelia Koenig 

6/6   Cathy Stark 

6/8   Angela Rupinski 

6/8   Estella Martinez 

6/10 John Smith 

6/10 Herb West 

6/12 Shirley Kazmierzak 

6/12 Cliff Hyman 

6/14 Shirley Hidy 

6/14 Judy Jutze 

 

6/15 Irene Roberts 

6/17 Elizabeth Poff 

6/18 Greg Banks 

6/18 Pat McLarnan 

6/20 Carol Zenner 

6/21 Tim LaFary 

6/24 Bill Blinn 

6/24 Ron Kolpa 

6/24 Shawn Stoner 

6/25 Marita Kelly 

6/25 Don Wuethrick 

6/26 Dick Stark 
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