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The Light Has Come! 
 

“In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.”  John 1:4 

I love the month of January. It’s a time full of      
potential and promise. This month brings the feeling that 
anything is possible. The old has gone, the new has 
come! January represents a clean slate for us. However, 
for some, January can be a very difficult month. The 
days are short, the nights are long. The weather is harsh. 
The bills from Christmas start coming in. All of this 
adds to the exhaustion we may feel from the demands of 
the Christmas season. If you feel like taking the month 
off to recuperate, you're not alone.  

Regardless of how you are feeling right now, John’s 
words bring encouragement and hope. “In Him was life, 

and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”  This 
is truly good news! Left to our own imaginations and 
desires, we would choose the darkness. God knows this. 
He sent his Son, Jesus, to be the light of the world. The 
light of Jesus overcomes any and all darkness you may 
be experiencing. The glow from the candles on      
Christmas Eve can still warm our hearts and minds as we reflect on the light of Jesus and His 
love. He became flesh and dwelt among us so He could give His life on the cross. Through His 
life, death and resurrection we now have life everlasting. We live each day in the light of His  
forgiving love. What potential! What promise! 

We celebrate the light of Christ throughout this season of Epiphany. In our gospel readings 
we reflect on the light the Wise Men followed to the baby Jesus. We remember the baptism of 
Jesus and the new life He offers through baptism. We celebrate the gift of all human life in the 
light of Jesus. We consider His call to be lights for Jesus in our life.  

Light reveals the road ahead, but it doesn't reveal everything that happens on the road. We 
do not know everything that 2020 holds for us as individuals and a church, but we do know the 
One who holds us in His hands. Our life is in Him. His light is our light for the new year. In the 
light of Jesus we will take hold of the potential that lies before us by clinging to the promise that 
has already been fulfilled.  

 

God bless us in our life together, sharing the light of Jesus to each other and our community!  
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 + Christian Symbols +  

 
 

Chi Rho 
 
The Chi Rho is an ancient monogram of Christ. The 
symbol is composed of the first two letters of the Greek 
word for Christ: XPICTOC (pronounced Christos). 
There are many variations, but the most common form 
superimposes the “X” (Chi) on the “P” (Rho). Alt-
hough it isn’t considered to be a cross, the Chi Rho 
invokes Jesus’ crucifixion. The symbol has been in use 
for more than 1,600 years. Early Christians used the 
Chi Rho as a sign of their faith, and Constantine the 
Great placed it on his soldiers’ shields. 
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VALUES 
 

“A life devoted to things is a dead life, a stump; a God-shaped life is a flourishing tree” – Proverbs 11:28 

Values drive behavior. What we decide is most important in life will control and direct us. Jesus said 

it best: “Where your treasure is, that’s where your heart’s going to be.” There is a percep!on that the 

values of our society are in transi!on, that in fact our culture is suffering a morals meltdown. I believe 

that this percep!on has a lot to do with the fact that for decades now there’s been an explosive growth 

of Hollywood’s endorsement of infidelity and divorce as the norm, of internet smut, of “the ends jus!fy 

the means” poli!cs, of an en!tlement mentality, of “just make sure it doesn’t make the papers” busi-

ness ethics, etc.  The passing fads of our celebrity-driven popular culture seem to have more influence 

over young people than parents, teachers, or pastors have. 

A major shi, in thinking in America has developed over the last seventy years (basically, during my 

life!me). The genera!on that fought World War II generally agreed on what was true, what was right, 

and what was wrong. But today, we suffer from a bad case of “truth decay”.  Nothing s!rs up trouble 

like somebody saying, “This is true, and that’s wrong.” What happened?  Rela!vism happened.            

Rela!vism says that what’s truth for you isn’t necessarily truth for me. Though defying logic, this         

philosophy has saturated our culture.  Our society values tolerance over truth,  which is why we don’t 

want to speak the truth. We might offend somebody, thereby commi4ng the worst of all possible sins.  

Due largely to rela!vism, what once was called right in America is now called wrong, and vice versa. I’ve 

seen studies concluding that a majority of high school students feel that the pressure to get ahead      

jus!fies chea!ng.  Pornographers are nominated for academy awards while a first grade boy who kisses 

a li7le girl is accused of sexual harassment, and we agonize over who should be using which bathroom. 

Go figure!  So how can I live a life of value in a world that can’t decide what’s right and what’s wrong?  

What values “should” drive my behavior? Values derive from only three possible sources:  

One: I can get my values from an internal source. That‘s where I say, “My values are based on me, 

because I‘m smart. I will decide if something is right or wrong according to how it feels and what’s best 

for me.”    

Two: I can get my values from an external source: “I’ll listen to talk shows and watch the polls, and 

I’ll ignore the fact that the culture’s values, confused by self-interest, social condi!oning and situa!onal 

ethics, are shallow and subjec!ve.  

Three: I can turn to the eternal source: “I choose God’s values because he’s the creator and there-

fore the definer of truth...in fact, He is truth” 

At one !me or another I’ve drawn my values from all three of these sources. As a kid, I overvalued 

the opinions of my equally uninformed and self-centered peers.  I can remember, as a young man,     

vacilla!ng in my thinking on many social and poli!cal issues.   When I listened to the deba!ng              

poli!cians, I normally thought each side sounded pre7y good...un!l the other side made its case...and 

that sounded pre7y good too.  My experience now as an official “old guy” is that, just as the Bible de-

clares, God’s values yield far be7er results. The One who created us wrote the operator’s manual for 

living our lives.  We should read it, value it, study it, follow it, and share it. 

 

Butch Durham (from insights provided by Jim Furr, a college classmate) 
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2019 Angel Tree Wrap-up: 

 

According to a recent article in the Connection, this is the 19th year that Loudon County 
Schools'  Christmas for Angels will help families in need this holiday season. Cindy Purdy,     
Director at Family Resource Center, states that 441 students and their siblings are being    
sponsored. The program is based on referrals from teachers. This year's effort includes 38    
sponsors such as businesses, churches, civic groups and individuals. 

And we are part of that program with 55 COS angels giving a child a special Christmas! 

We thank each of you for your out-pouring of love & generosity.  

God's Blessings. Co-chairs Judy Schoenherr & Judy Traum. 

O������ !" P��$�!%&  
T��()&�$ 

 
 Never deal with troubles on your 
own. Spend time considering them in 
God’s presence. Ask for guidance, insight 
and wisdom. 
 Ask a trusted friend to listen as you 
explain your difficulty. 
 At a local library, find books and 
other resources that address your problem. 
 Make an appointment with your 
pastor or church counselor and explain the 
situation as best you can. Seriously       
consider any suggestions you receive. 
 Don’t freeze up or ignore the prob-
lem. That will only make it worse. Instead, 
look at the problem in all its ugliness, keep 
praying and use your best judgment to face 
it head-on. 

T*� 10-.��/ �(&� 
 

 Some churches follow the 10-foot rule: When 
anyone is within 10 feet of another person on church 
grounds, he or she offers a warm welcome and cheerful 
greeting. 
 This rule originated with Wal-Mart founder Sam 
Walton, who encouraged store employees to look       
customers in the eye, greet them and ask if they needed 
help. 
 As an ambitious college student in Missouri, 
Walton discovered that “one of the secrets to campus 
leadership was the simplest thing of all: Speak to people 
coming down the sidewalk before they speak to you.” 
 Walton used the person’s name if he knew it. 
“But even if I didn’t, I would still speak to them,” he 
said. “Before long, I probably knew more students than 
anybody in the university, and they recognized me and 
considered me their friend.” No sincere welcome is  
unimportant, even if necessity requires brevity. 
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Advent by Candlelight: 
A Special Thank You 

 
The ladies of Christ Our Savior and their guests (150 total) enjoyed a beautiful evening of      

Inspiration and fellowship as they gathered on December 6
th
 to prepare their hearts for Advent. 

A “special” thank you to Gene and Karla Ingle who shared their talents with a beautiful           
Inspirational presentation of “Hunger and Thirst for the Light of the World.” Silence took over the 
CMC as Gene’s beautiful voice filled the room with awe and inspiration. Karla’s piano talents 
were highlighted during the fellowship time along with accompanying Gene throughout the    
program. Thank you for your time, hours of practice and dedication to your church and your 
Lord. 

Also, thank you to the many other dedicated ladies and men who made this evening a    
success as they shared their love of Jesus through service. To those who made centerpieces 
(20 ladies) - baked desserts (2 ladies)  - hosted a table (20 ladies) - greeted - provided kitchen 
help - ran projector - valet parked cars (15 men) - set up - cleaned up - and the Advent by   
Candlelight committee for their talents, hours of planning and dedication.   

Thanks you brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 

 

 

 



Page 6 GOOD NEWS COURIER 

 

Gospel Concert News 
Mark Bishop and the Britton Family in Concert 

February 15, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. 
Tickets: $10 in Advance or $15 at the Door 

Contact Church Office (865) 458-9407 or Bob Traum (865) 458-4848 
Mark Bishop has one of the most       
distinctive voices in all of Gospel Music. 
He is also regarded as one of the 
preeminent Gospel songwriters of our 
generation. His sings have been       
recorded by several of today’s most 
popular Gospel Music groups. Once you 
have heard one of Mark’s thought-
provoking songs, you’ll immediately 
know why Gospel Music lovers consider 
him one of the genre’s top singer/
songwriters. 

Since embarking on a solo career in 2002, Mark Bishop has not missed a beat. He 
has been honored with multiple nominations and awards in a broad range of       
categories from leading Gospel Music publications and organizations. He is one of 
the select few soloists who have been invited to perform on the Main Stage of   
Gospel Music’s signature event, the National Quartet Convention. Over the past 
thirty years, Mark’s songs are staples on  Gospel Music radio, accumulating numer-
ous hits on the national airplay charts. 

Jim Britton has been playing music for over 30 years. He was a successful musician when God 
called him into fulltime ministry in 
1999. He now serves as an assistant 
pastor at Cornerstone Baptist 
Church in Carthage, TN. He has 
been accompanying and singing 
with his wife, Rachelle, since they 
married in 2002. The Lord blessed 
Jim and Rachelle with four daugh-
ters who also love to sing. They fist 
sang as a family in November of 
2015. The girls, since then, have 
learned to sing harmony and are 
working on instruments as well. 
The Britton Family Music has a very 
traditional sound with acoustic      
instrumentation. It is mainly guitar 
driven, but the    listener will also 
hear fiddle, mandolin, piano, and 
even banjo at times. 
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Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church 
Is Holding a 

Fisherman’s  Flea  MarketFisherman’s  Flea  MarketFisherman’s  Flea  MarketFisherman’s  Flea  Market     
 

 
 
 

February 22, 

  2020 

9am – 1pm 
 

 

Free Admission, Free Table Space for Sellers 
 

Sell your unused fishing tackle or buy somebody else’s gear 

(or both)…or just hang out with other fishermen! To reserve 

free table space contact Butch Durham at (865) 856-5508 

or email durhambc@gmail.com. 
 

The Church is  located at 260 Wade Road West, just off highway 
72 about 1 mile north of the Tellico Parkway (Hwy 444). It’s the 
white  church with the electronic sign on the west side of the high-
way. 
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Jewel’s Corner 
 

Jewel received this nice thank you note recently: 

 

Steve, I write this in sadness. A,er figh!ng blindness problems (13 cor-

nea transplants) for 7 years and in the hospital and rehab with pneu-

monia 5 !mes, Maggie finally gave up and went home to be with the 

Lord. She suffered a lot. I find it rough a,er 65 years. Thank you for 

your friendship. She looked forward to every Thursday to pet Jewel. 

That was always a bright side of her week.  

In Chris!an love, 

Billy Povlin 

John Light the Movie 
SATURDAY MARCH 7, 2020 @ 2PM CHRIST OUR SAVIOR CHURCH 

John Light was one of the most dangerous prisoners in Arizona’s State Peniten!ary. He was a 

legendary local barroom brawler who surprisingly finds God in a prison Bible study. Now re-

formed, John must face life on the outside as a new man in Christ. His only allies are the Good 

Lord and a meek and mild mentor who has never thrown a punch in his life.  

This is a fantas!c movie with a great message as to what a prison ministry can do for individuals 

that find God.  The author and actor(s) will be at the first public showing of this movie in the   

area. 
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The O Antiphons 

 The last seven verses of the well-known Advent hymn O Come, O Come, Emmanuel utilize seven unique names to identify 

Jesus or praise a particular characteristic of the Savior of the Nations. Reflecting on these seven stanzas has inspired us to 

share a daily thought with you. Through these, we hope to connect you further to this place and ministry of which we are a 

part, but more importantly to draw our focus on the coming of our Lord. 

O Wisdom proceeding from the mouth of the Most High, 

pervading and permeating all creation, 

mightily ordering all things: 

Come and teach us the way of prudence. 

  Education is a big business in Korea. Even the top universities in the country are known by a 

special name, much like the famous Ivy League schools in America: SKY universities. ’S’ is for 

Seoul, as in Seoul National University; ‘K’ as in Korea U.; ‘Y’ represents Yonsei University.   

Starting from a very young age, students attend ‘student centers’ to take additional classes after 

regular school hours, often until very late into the night. Sometimes, the tuition for these     

evening classes matches or exceeds the cost of attending an expensive all-day private school. 

The goal for many is to perform well enough in school and on standardized tests in order to    

advance to these elite schools.  

Christ is called the Wisdom from the mouth of the Most High. Indeed, He is the wisdom of the 

Father and one of three persons of the omniscient Triune God. Yet, the message of the cross is 

described by the Apostle Paul as "folly". That is, it doesn’t make sense that the Creator of the 

universe would send His own begotten Son to come into the world as a human baby, face the 

toil of life and the trials of temptation, experience betrayal, scorn, and finally an excruciating 

death. Yet, He did. And the good news is that He did not remain in the tomb, but rose again    

victorious. The message is simple, but not simplistic. We don’t need the worldly wisdom of an 

advanced college degree from an expensive school to grasp this - we simply need faith, and that 

is the gift that is given us. Faith which clings to Jesus as the Wisdom of the Most High, the Word 

of God made flesh for us and for our salvation.  

The Wasmunds 

Matt, Dee Dee, Lily and Olivia 

LCMS missionaries in East Asia  
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