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In Celebration of New Life 
“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new 

birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” 1 Peter 1:3 

May is a month to celebrate new life. In fact, the name of 
this month comes from “Maia”, the Greek goddess of spring. A 
popular English saying proclaims, “April showers bring May 
flowers.” New life springs forth all around us bringing joy to our 
senses. Just as day follows night, spring follows winter. New life 
is as inevitable and predictable as the sun rising and setting each 
day to promote life. I enjoy being outside, hiking in the moun-
tains and boating on the lakes and rivers, but my celebration of 
life is always better when shared with other people.  

This month is a time for us to celebrate the new life we have 
in Jesus. The waters of our baptism have given us new birth into 
a living hope. We can celebrate life because we have peace with 
God. Of course, our celebration is always better when shared 
with other believers. This month, we continue in the Easter     
season for the first two weeks. We celebrate the new life and liv-
ing hope we have in our risen Savior, Jesus. Beginning May 23, 
Pentecost, we celebrate the new life we have in the Holy Spirit as 
He fills His Church with power to share our living hope. As we 
reach out in Christian love and joy, our words and actions com-
municate the joy of new life to others and ourselves.  

Sometimes our bodies respond to the new life blooming around us in less than pleasing ways.  Aller-
gies can dampen our enthusiasm for “new life”. Such reactions may encourage us to stay inside where 
the environment is more controlled and safe. Staying inside on beautiful spring days does little for the 
human spirit. Likewise, some people may respond to our Christian witness in less than pleasing ways. 
Such reactions may dampen our enthusiasm towards reaching out. We may want to stay “inside” where 
the environment is more controlled and safe. Yet this, too, does little for our celebration of new life in 
Christ. God is calling us out to celebrate new life. We have a gift to share, whether it is received and ap-
preciated or not.  

Both this world and people can and will disappoint us at times. All creation has been negatively im-
pacted by sin. However, we have been positively impacted by the mercy of our God—Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. This month celebrate the new life that is around you, but even more celebrate the new life 
that is yours through faith in Jesus Christ!  

Ascension Day 
 

 Forty days after each Easter, many Christians around the world celebrate the Ascension. It’s the 
day when the resurrected Jesus was raised up from the earth into heaven. The Ascension is the prelude to 
Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit came upon a gathering of people, including the apostles, in Jerusalem. 
 The Ascension is more important than many Christians realize. In his human body, Christ could be 
in only one place at a time. The risen Christ, however, can be spiritually present in any place at any time. 
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Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church 
Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod 

260 Wade Road West, Loudon, TN 37774 

Office Phone:  (865) 458-9407   Office Fax:  (865) 458-8531 

E-mail:  Christrs@bellsouth.net 

REV. Brian Truog, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Mark R. Rhoads, Pastor 

 Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 

Traditional Service   8:30 A.M. 

Blended Service    11:00 A.M. 

Adult Bible Class/Sunday School 10:00 A.M. 

A Place to Worship, to Learn, to Serve. 
A Stephen Ministry Congregation 

www.coslctn.org 

 

BEAUTIFICATION DAY at COS 
May 15 with a rain date to be May 22.  
The time is 9:00 a.m. until the mulch 
pile is gone.  You can get some exer-
cise while you beautify our campus.  
Get your garden gloves ready and 
bring a wheel barrow if you have one.  
It has been two years since we have 
mulched so the grounds really need to 
be mulched.  We will need people to 
deliver the mulch in wheel barrows and 
people to spread the mulch.  The more 
people we have, the sooner we get 
done.  If you have any questions, call 
Elaine Deal at 865-603-8174. 
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Teach Us To Pray...And Listen 
 

In 1956, during a confirmation class, we were talking about prayer.  I remember like it was yesterday.  
What Pastor Plause told us was that prayer need be nothing more than a simple conversation with God.  
No more than just like just talking to a friend sitting next to you.  Prayer did not need to read like a verse 
out of the Bible;  just talk to God because He wants nothing more than to love us and have conversations 
with us.  Since then, I have had, like all of us, many talks with God. 

One Saturday evening, shortly before Judy was called home, I was watching Dr. Charles Stanley on 
TV and his message was on prayer.  The short version of his message was that prayer is nothing more 
than having a conversation with God.  This immediately took me back to 1956.  Dr. Stanley went on to 
say something that I hadn’t thought about before; we need to remember that a conversation requires at 
least two people.  While one is talking the other is listening and visa versa.  So when we talk to God 
through prayer we need to stop and listen to what He has to say to us.  That really hit home with me, I had 
been so busy with my life, working hard, playing hard and just being “busy busy” that I never consciously 
stopped long enough to hear God’s answer to my prayers.  The answer may not come immediately but, if 
we don’t slow down,  stop and listen, we could miss it entirely.  

Shortly after that Saturday evening Judy went home to Jesus and I needed to write her obituary and 
outline her memorial service as to the songs and prayers she would want to have included.  I also had no 
idea where to start so I prayed hard asking God for the words and direction.  Since my world had stopped, 
I had time to just sit and stare at that blank sheet of paper.  Soon many thoughts of Judy’s life started go-
ing through my mind and I began to write them down.  The thoughts and words kept coming until I was 
finished.   The best part of this story is that shortly after I had finished with both, I found a notebook that 
Judy had  been writing in as we went back and forth to the Cleveland Clinic and different doctor appoint-
ments. She loved to write and had written poems and letters to herself and me since before our Marriage.  
Unknown to me, she had outlined her obituary and the music and prayers she wanted in her memorial ser-
vice.  They were both almost word for word and song for song the same as what God, obviously knowing 
what Judy wanted, had told me to write down since now I was listening. 

The second part of this listening-to-God story is that last Fall our head Elder asked me if I would con-
sider being an Elder; my initial response was “no, not me”.  He said that Christ Our Savior needed the 
help and he thought I would fit.  He also asked me to just think about it and ask God what He thinks.  Not 
happy with that answer, I went to both Pastors and asked the same question.  They both said to just think 
about it and ask what God thinks.  Well, I did that for several days and nights and, each morning when I 
woke up, God had put it in my heart to become an Elder and by the end of the day I had talked myself out 
of it.  After many days and prayers with the same outcome, I realized that God was once again talking to 
me and I had better listen. 

Psalm 38:8 tells us: I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go.  I will council you 
with my eye upon you.  I have  learned that if we will just slow down, stop and listen, we will hear God 
talking to us and giving us answers and guidance to our requests and the questions we have about our life.  
The daily devotional, “Jesus Calling”, last year on April 4th, included these thoughts from Jesus:   
“Stillness of soul is increasingly rare in this world addicted to noise and speed.  I am pleased with your 
desire to create a quiet space where you and I can meet.  Don’t be discouraged by the difficulty of achiev-
ing this goal.  I monitor all your efforts and am blessed by each of your attempts to seek My Face.”  My 
life is still busy and I still have to work at the listening part. I would encourage you to do that too. 

Jim Haselhuhn 
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COMPASS Report from Church Council 

It has been about six months since Christ Our Savior was visited by a team from the 
Mid-South District to review our facilities and ministry programs.  Because several 
months have passed since we received the team’s report earlier this year, you may think 
that nothing has been done with the information and recommendations.  That is not the 
case, but we apologize that we have been delayed in sharing information with you in a for-
mal manner.  Although much of the Council and ministry committee efforts have contin-
ued to be affected by pandemic protocols and planning, work has continued in many of the 
areas addressed in the COMPASS report.  It is the Church Council’s intent to share  details 
of the report through summary articles through the next several monthly newsletters.  We 
will share information regarding facilities, financing, and staffing as well as several specif-
ic areas of ministry and outreach.   
As you are reading this newsletter, the Council should have received a report from a group 

of volunteer members who have been hard at work over the past couple of months doing a 
thorough financial review of the past several years.  We are most grateful to Pat and Karen 
McLarnan, Bill Rieger, and Fran Thompson for using their financial backgrounds and ex-
perience to lead this effort.  This is an important process not just to review past financial 
transactions, but also to provide recommendations for policies and procedures. 

“Christ Our Savior Endowment Fund at Work” 
Each year the Endowment Fund is able to consider requests from within the congregation, 
and to a lesser extent outside the congregation, for funding to help start new ministries or 
provide needed support for existing ones.  Dividends and interest from the investments are 
available for these grants.  We recently awarded grants supporting a new ministry at COS 
called “Sisters in Hope” as well as for Bridge City Community Mission in Chattanooga 
and Lutheran School Scholarship support at St. Peter and Christ the King Lutheran 
Schools. 
A brief comment from one of the thank you notes received, “The timing could not be more 
perfect as we recently purchased some new A/V equipment to better serve the needs of 
folks here and abroad though the ministry of the Bridge City Community” – Pastor Josh. 
Thanks, Christ Our Savior, for your support of the Endowment Fund!  Please contact any 
member of the Endowment Committee for more information. 

Retaining a sense of wonder 
 

 A man who took a trip observed the majesty of the mountains, the colors of wildflowers and the 
magnetism of a stream where trout were swimming. He returned home saying, “I hope I never get used to 
the glory of nature.” 
 None of us should “get used to” the goodness of God, the Good News of Christ, the inspiring music 
of a choir, the stories of great saints, the thoughtfulness of neighbors, the assistance of strangers and the  
uplifting laughter of children who haven’t lost the gift of wonder. 
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“NO!” and “YES!”  
 

“NO” It’s a word that protects from danger—when it prevents a child from touching a hot stove.  
“NO” may disappoint, such as when a job applicant is declined a work opportunity.  “NO” may bring re-
lief when the doctor announces, “NO”, it’s not cancer. “NO” spoken by an expectant mom can end the 
life of her pre-born child.   

 
And then there’s “YES”.   “YES” can give hope and bring  opportunity such as “YES” to a marriage  

proposal or “YES” to a promotion!  God’s “YES” to the conception of a new life should also be the be-
ginning of a journey of joy, but sometimes that “YES” instills fear, anger, anxiety and doubt in the heart 
of a woman who feels an untimely pregnancy for her is a big “NO”.  For her, there isn't much room for 
parsing or nuance. It's either “NO” or “YES” to accept the reality of this life begun. 

 
The Pregnancy Resource Center (PRC) in Maryville is there to stand by women who become preg-

nant, often in very challenging circumstances.  Through the services provided by PRC, such as free ultra-
sounds, connecting women to health care services, and offering Christian counseling,  women (and even 
baby dads) are led to say “YES”, “YES” to giving life and “YES” to accepting the support being offered 
to them at the Center. 

 
Lutherans for Life women at Christ Our Savior have also said “YES!”  We have ‘adopted’ a young    

pregnant woman, Amy, whose due date is in early November.  In the coming weeks, Amy will attend a 
Christian Bible study at PRC with other ‘adopted’ expecting moms and be taught how God, the Giver of 
Life, loves this new child as well as the mother and father who brought about this life.  We at COS are 
asked to pray for mother, Amy,  and child, and that the father will remain committed to learning what  
fatherhood means.  

 
      On June 4th, a group baby shower will be given for these ‘adopted’  expectant 
moms to help them have resources needed to bring their babies into this world.   
Representatives from Christ Our Savior will attend and shower Amy with gifts from 
our congregation.  Information and a list of appropriate and needed items will be 
published and we are all encouraged to say “YES”!   This is an opportunity for us to 
help this young woman walk through an unsteady season of her life.   
               Psalm 27:1 - Children are a gift from the Lord. 
 
                       (Linda Anderson for Christ Our Savior, Lutherans for Life) 

Remember to remember 
 

 One Memorial Day, some children were asked what the holiday meant to them.  
 “That’s the day the swimming pool opens!” answered one eager boy. What he 
didn’t realize or appreciate was that he can freely go to the pool because more than one 
million people have put their lives on the line to preserve America’s democracy. Many 
of them have died so citizens of other countries might also enjoy the privileges of po-
litical, social and economic freedom. 

 Memorial Day is our opportunity to pause and remember the sacrifices of many 
of America’s best citizens. They made the supreme sacrifice on our behalf, so please remember to honor 
these heroes on May 26 . 
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Rome’s New Struggle with German Reformers 
 M A R C H  3 0 ,  2 0 2 1  B Y  G E N E  V E I T H  

  7  C O M M E N T S  

Five hundred years ago, the     
Vatican was struggling against a     
reform movement out of                    
Germany.  Now it is happening 
again, although in a rather opposite 
direction than the first time. 

Luther called for a return to the 
Bible as the church’s prime             
authority.  This new German reform 
movement wants to institute the      
authority of democracy in the church, 
with laypeople electing priests and 
bishops, with a veto power over      
actions and declarations they do not 
like. 

Luther called for an end to the  
requirement of priestly celibacy.  This new German reform movement calls for accepting homosexuality. 

Luther wanted to reclaim the Sacraments as bearers of the Gospel, not as requirements of the 
Law.  These Germans want to open up the sacraments to everyone, including Protestants. 

Luther taught the doctrine of vocation, that all believers are already priests in their access to God and 
in their ability to serve and intercede for others in their various callings in the world.  These reformers 
want to ordain women. 

Luther was a monk and a theology professor.  These German reformers are bishops of the Catholic 
church, who are defying the Vatican, ignoring even the liberal-leaning pope, and implementing their   
progressive agenda throughout the country. 

The so-called Synodal Way, also known as the Synodal Path,  grew out of a series of conferences  
involving the German bishops and laypeople.  (See the organization’s website.)  Its declarations have 
been opposed by the Vatican and by Pope Francis, but the German Catholic church is forging ahead      
anyway. 

Rome is not taking any action against these seemingly schismatic bishops.  Reportedly, church      
officials are waiting for the Pope to do something.  For an informative article on the controversy, 
read Vatican officials waiting for pope’s lead on German synod. 

Religion journalist Timothy Nerozzi notes that the German church may be the most powerful      
Catholic institution next to Rome and is more wealthy than the Vatican.  Read his article The Most     
Powerful Church Outside Rome Is Fighting to Loosen Its Authority. 

This is the context of the Vatican’s pope-approved announcement that blessing of same-sex unions–
something the Germans are doing–is impossible, since “God can’t bless sin.”  But the bishops who are 
promoting such blessings and the priests who are carrying them out are not being removed or otherwise 
disciplined.  And they certainly aren’t being threatened with what Luther and the Lutherans had to worry 
about, namely, being burned at the stake. 

Still, this movement in Germany represents a major challenge to Roman Catholicism, led as it is not 
by laypeople or dissident priests but by bishops and archbishops, who are invested with ecclesiastical  
authority of their own.  And their ambitions do not stop with the German churches.  In the words of a 
Vatican official, “The Germans have been clear they wish to see their plan, a federal vision of              

New Reformation (Continued on page 7) 

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/geneveith/author/geneveith/
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/geneveith/2021/03/romes-new-struggle-with-german-reformers/#disqus_thread
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Synodal_Path#:~:text=The Synodal Path (German: Synodaler,reactions to the abuse crisis.
https://www.synodalerweg.de/english
https://www.pillarcatholic.com/p/vatican-officials-waiting-for-popes
https://religionunplugged.com/news/2021/2/8/german-catholic-church-synodal-way-recommends-democratic-voting-women-clergy-authority
https://religionunplugged.com/news/2021/2/8/german-catholic-church-synodal-way-recommends-democratic-voting-women-clergy-authority
https://apnews.com/article/vatican-decree-same-sex-unions-cannot-bless-sin-077944750c975313ad253328e4cf7443
https://www.pillarcatholic.com/p/vatican-officials-waiting-for-popes
https://wp-media.patheos.com/blogs/sites/305/2021/03/Prozession_Beisetzung_Kardinal_Meisner_-4197.jpeg
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Jewel’s Corner 

The hotline to heaven is always open. How       

remarkable is that! Our prayers never catch 

our Lord off guard, on vacation, or taking a nap. 

He does not just hear us…He hears and helps! 

How comforting! 

 
Jewel Philippians 2:3 

ecclesiology, brought to all corners of the Church. It is not a plan for the Church in Germany, or even a 
plan for a German Church, it is a German plan for the whole Church.” 

As such, the Synodal Way may amount to a new Reformation, whether it successfully changes      
Catholic orthodoxy or splits the church in two. 

We non-Catholics–especially we Lutherans–may not have a dog in this fight.  We may even            
appreciate some of the proposals to break up the ecclesiastical hierarchies and to give laypeople more 
say.  But the Synodal Way is a path to liberal theology, and we confessional and evangelical types have 
had our fill of that from mainline Protestant denominations.  It would be a shame for the Catholic church, 
which for all of its faults has stayed strong on sexual morality and the pro-life cause, to go the way of    
liberal Protestantism. 

New Reformation (Continued from page 6) 

Library Corner 
 

“Book Nerds don't get old   
They become rare first editions” 
  
See your COS librarian for book or DVD suggestions. 
  
Of course the Memes I see on Facebook come with cute pictures to capture the 
readers attention. I don't know how that translates in to interesting clip art/
pictures you find for the Courier. 
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